
GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE

 Dear Founder Region Members, 

Where did the summer go? It seems like we 

were just at Conference and now we are 

headed into autumn and getting ready for 

District Meetings coming in October. I am 

always so excited about our District Meetings 

and your District Directors have been working 

hard on the planning and they have great 

meetings outlined along with information from 

SIA to be presented on the four pillars. It 

seems that many of you enjoyed the member 

participation that we did at Conference, so we 

are prepared to carry that sharing portion on 

in our upcoming meetings. 

You can find information on the dates and 

locations on the region website under the 

Meetings tab. We have included the links be-

low for your convenience.  

DISTRICT III & IV MEETING 

Saturday, October 7, 2023      

Ukiah Valley Conference Center, Ukiah 

DOWNLOAD CALL 

DISTRICT I & II MEETING 

Saturday, October 14, 2023  

Galileo Club, Richmond 

DOWNLOAD CALL 

DISTRICT V MEETING 

Saturday, October 21, 2023      

Guam Community College, Mangilao 

DOWNLOAD CALL 

Sunday, October 22, 2023, District V 

Leadership Training, Guam Community 

College 

(Registration included in above Call) 

Don’t forget to assemble your club’s basket 

(or envelope for District V) with at least a $75 

value and bring it to your District Meeting. 

 “What’s Your Dream?” is the Fellowship 

theme so Bee creative in selecting items for 

your basket. The Fellowship Board has dis-

tributed number logs to each club and this is 

your opportunity to win one of the club bas-

kets or perhaps become a fellow. 

We look forward to seeing many of you 

there in October.  

Warmest Regards, 

Governor Vicki 

2022-2024  

Region Board 

Governor, Vicki Ham 

Governor-elect, Elise Balgley 

Secretary, Kristal Koga 

Treasurer, Tess Albin-Smith 

Directors: 

District I, Lenore Colarusso 

District II,  Jackie DeVries 

District III, Colleen Ganaye 

District IV, Elaine Reed 

District V, Teri Lynn Sato 

Founder Region Website:  

www.si-founderregion.org 

SIA Website: 

www.soroptimist.org 

SI Website: 

www.soroptimistinternational.org 
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Many items will be available for sale at the 
fall District Meetings.  We also have the SI 
Pin Brooches along with the items below. 

  

 

ORDER YOUR PIN LANARDS TODAY! 
 

 

 

District Meeting Fundraiser 
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Fellowship Sales 

Fellowship Board 
President -  Kris Chorbi 

Treasurer - Danelle Tegarden 
 

Fellowship Directors: 

District I - Billie Knight 

District II - Dana Holve 

District III - Laurie Gallian 

District IV - Laura Middlemiss 

District V - Angie Burgarin 

Website:  

www.founderregionfellowship.org 

Email: 

2022.2024Fellowship@gmail.com 

Treasurer Email: 

FRFellowshipTreasurer2022.2024@gmail.com  

Address: 

3505 Pine Street, Eureka, CA 95503 

We look forward to the District Meetings in Octo-

ber. Start now in preparing to support the Fellow-

ship Fundraiser by creating a basket for our draw-

ing valued at $75. This years theme is “What’s 

Your Dream”. 

Numbers for the drawing will be emailed to club 

presidents, so just print them out and sell at your 

club meetings. Request more numbers from the 

Fellowship President if needed. This is our major 

fundraiser so we hope you will encourage your 

members to buy numbers and attend the 2023 

District Meetings. Your Fellowship Directors are 

ready and willing to answer any questions you 

may have.  We hope to see soon! 

Donate $75 (or more) to the 75 Year          
Diamond Jubilee Campaign anytime             

during the biennium.  

LEARN MORE   

https://founderregionfellowship.org/
mailto:2022.2024Fellowship@gmail.com
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=8BHXMUGYQ97RW
https://founderregionfellowshipinc1.snappages.site/75th-anniversary


Once you’ve mastered your speech(es), it’ll 
become a natural way of starting a conver-
sation about Soroptimist!  
 
Have fun with your speeches! 

evolve and continue to get better and seam-
less.  In fact, you may be able to create sev-
eral elevator speeches depending on the 
situations, the various environments/activities 
you are involved in, and the different people 
you will encounter.  One speech may be 
about the organization, another may be about 
the Live Your Dream Program, or the Dream 
It, Be It Program, or a club project that you 
are excited about.   
Create and Excite! 
 
Keep in mind that an elevator speech should 
be brief about 30-60 seconds, make it per-
sonal, be positive and persuasive in your 
message, and above all … practice makes it 
perfect! 

 Last month was National Will Planning 

month. You may have received infor-

mation from SIA regarding Laurel Legacy 

and updating your will to include Soropti-

mist. If you haven’t yet created a will or 

living trust, you can learn more by visiting 

our website at 

go.soroptimist.org/laurellegacy. 

 

 You can download all the details and 

documents you will need to make your 

gift. Supporters of all ages have made 

Soroptimist part of their charitable 

plans.  

Your generosity and forethought will 

help build our financial sustainability 

and ensure that we continue working 

to help every woman and girl be their 

best. It is never too early to make a 

plan for your financial life and gain con-

Membership - Chair Lyn Lurbe 

Public Awareness - Chair Kris Chorbi 

 THE ELEVATOR SPEECH 
 
I know some of you cringe when you hear of 
having your own elevator speech.  Don’t         
worry, the more involved you are with your 
club, the faster you will develop your speech.  
Just be patient and give it time to mature into 
something wonderful and inviting! 
 
You will hear a little more about this at the 
District Meetings but the key point to remem-
ber is that everyone’s speech should be their 
own. Continue to practice the key points of 
your speech because as time goes on, it will 

Fundraising - Chair Gina Moore 

Now is a good time to start advertising 

the Live Your Dream Awards, and any 

other scholarships you give at the local 

level.  Canva is a great website to create 

eye catching graphics.   

Check out this template updated by a 

club and posted to their Facebook page. 

Members can share the post and in-

crease awareness about their awards.  

This infographic provides impactful     

statistics about how the LYD program 

ignites change for women and their fami-

lies. Share it on social media, on your 

club website, and with local organiza-

tions and media.   
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trol over the determination of your as-

sets. Make a gift that’s easy to arrange, 

simple to modify, and adaptable to your 

needs. Check it out on the website 

above. Enjoy the rest of your Summer!  

  

Submit your club event details to 
kchorbi5@yahoo.com by the 10th of 
each month for sharing in this 
newsletter.  

https://soroptimist.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e3128916f319566bbd1faf6c3&id=00ad86b4db&e=38c0fb5cea
mailto:kchorbi5@yahoo.com?subject=Newsletter%20


The various programs which are part of So-
roptimist are some of the “whys” for being a 
Soroptimist.  Yes, it is a lot of work and there 
are challenges but enjoy the process and con-
gratulate yourself and your club on a job well 
done.  You are BEEING SOMEONE’S 

DREAM. 

What to be doing this month?  Check your 
Live Your Dream Portal; you may already 
have applicants there.  Let’s be ready to share 
those applications among our clubs so that all 
these applicants who need our help can have 
an opportunity.  Have your club judges lined 
up and ready to go by the November dead-

line.  If you didn’t get a chance to watch it, 

see SIA’s Live Your Dream 101 video.   

If your club is ready to do a Dream It, Be It 
project, let’s move forward.  If you need help, 
shout out to a neighboring club, your District 
committee representative, or your Region 
chair.  If your club already has a project un-

derway, please share your “recipe”. 

Look for a 14–18-year-old who you would like 
to honor with a Violet Richardson Award.  
That type of recognition might be exactly 
what that young woman needs to keep doing 

what she’s doing. 

Then, of course, there are Big Goal Accelera-
tor Projects.  It makes me smile every time I 

get a notification that a Founder Region club 

has submitted a project.  It matters. 

I hope to see many of you soon at District 

Meetings.  Let’s catch up on all your amaz-

ing activities. 

 

SIA 48th Biennial Convention 

LYD Advertising 

Program Report - Chair Elise Balgley 

Promote your Live Your Dream Award. 
Customize and send this news release to 

local media. It promotes the award and 

links women to the application.   

 

Contact local organizations to help you 

spread the word and share flyers: Local 

universities and community colleges. 

Vocational and training schools 

Places of worship 

Domestic violence shelters 

Women's health centers 

Daycare centers 

Job and career fairs 

 

Customize this promotional flyer and 

ask your local organizations to hang it, 

post it and share it with their audienc-

es.   

 

Customize Canva Template 

Customize this graphic to promote 

the Live Your Dream Awards applica-

tion on social media. You can insert 

this link to the main apply page for 

easy access:                                         

 Soroptimist.org/lyda-apply.  

 

Promote the Live Your Dream 

Awards application on social media 

with an eye-catching and informative 

graphic.   
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This July 24-27, 2024, SIA will host a celebra-

tion unlike any other as we Reach New 

Heights together in the vibrant city of Bellevue 

for our 48th Biennial Convention.   

This convention promises to be a monumental 

experience for every Soroptimist. So mark 

your calendars, make your plans and join this 

transformative event! 

 

MANDATORY CONVENTION FEE 

The mandatory convention fee is $800         

payable to SIA no later than March 15, 

2024. Clubs that have not remitted the con-

vention fee on or before March 15, 2024, will 

also be required to remit a late fee equal to 

10% of the convention fee (this amount is 

$80.00 for the 48th Biennial Convention).  

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS MANDAOTRY 

FEE. 

 

Registration will launch during the first quar-

ter of 2024, and the  best rate is: 

Early Registration Rate (applicable from 

the launch of registration through March 14, 

2024): $750   

SIA is excited to gather in person for 

the first time since Yokohama, Japan, 

in 2018. Stay tuned for more registra-

tion details. See you in Bellevue! 

WATCH RECORDING 

https://soroptimist.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e3128916f319566bbd1faf6c3&id=2bc1676345&e=38c0fb5cea
https://soroptimist.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e3128916f319566bbd1faf6c3&id=9fbd45e0a2&e=38c0fb5cea
https://soroptimist.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e3128916f319566bbd1faf6c3&id=676a5d3606&e=38c0fb5cea
https://soroptimist.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e3128916f319566bbd1faf6c3&id=c536ce0839&e=38c0fb5cea
https://blog.soroptimist.org/blog/convention-fees-faq
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w3vObuJecso
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w3vObuJecso


Happy September “S” Club fans from your 

“S” Club Region Chair Joy Swank, 
 

Welcome all new “S” Club Advisors. 

I have heard from two club presidents so far 
with the names of the new advisors. Please 
send the names to me, or your District Direc-
tor. I hope I hear from you soon so we can 

update the roster.  
 

Everything you need to know to get started is 
on the Founder Region website.   Go to Pro-
grams, “S” Clubs and read away. Some of 
you are not seeing the links.  Click on them 
too for sample bylaws and steps to get start-
ed.  Tons of information is available there. 
Remember there is money available  for 

grants to help get your clubs going.   

Yay “S” Clubs, and thank you new advisors. 

  

" S "  C l u b  S t a r t - U p  G r a n t s 
Founder Region Procedures state that up to 
$500.00 can be granted for start-up costs, 
which could include promotional materials, 
refreshments for recruiting events, charter 
parties, t-shirts, pins and other costs associ-
ated with starting up an “S” Club. Applications 
will be reviewed by the Founder Region 
Board and “S” Club Committee. Please allow 

60 days for approval process.    

 

" S "  C l u b  P r o j e c t  G r a n t s 
Founder Region has a special fund designat-
ed for “S” Clubs. The money is collected each 
year from clubs in the region. This money is 

designated to help start “S” Clubs, and to 
help “S” Clubs with girl-focused projects. 
Up to $500.00 can be granted for girl-
focused projects. Applications will be re-
viewed by the Founder Region Board and 
“S” Club Committee. Please allow 60 days 

for approval process.          

 

Have a great club year everyone. 

Warmest regards,   Joy  

Club Roadmap 

Dream It, Be It - Bev Gomer 

To help your club focus on essential are-
as and prioritize its time, we’ve updated 
our Club Roadmap for Success and 
the Club Roadmap Metrics. The roadmap 
will guide your activities and the metrics 
are used for our annual recognition of 
accomplishments. Thank you again for 
your participation in our programs, grow-
ing engagement and supporting our cul-
ture of philanthropy. We value your hard 
work and dedication.  

Check out back issues of the Best 
for Women newsletter for more great 
information.  

“S” Club - Chair Joy Swank   

will probably be discontinued. Only one 
grant can be received per project. Funds 
are limited. Additionally, the grant process 
will likely be re-evaluated during the 2024-
2026 biennium. Open grant application: 
 

Please note: The Founder Region Board 
stated that while it’s a good thing to partici-
pate in Get Real Academy (a DI,BI project/
collaboration among multiple clubs), the 
Board would really like clubs to start new 
projects within the schools in their commu-
nities. 
To that end, here is an updated “Frequently 
Asked Questions,” or FAQ, that will aid your 
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club in getting a new project off the ground 
and running. Please let me know how I can 
help. 
 
Check out the step-by-step guide/worksheet 
to complete the new DI,BI reporting evalua-
tion form and the new form.                                

Download Evaluation Form  

 

 

 

Dream It, Be It Grants 
Founder Region has a special fund designat-
ed for club Dream It, Be It projects. The mon-
ey is collected each year from clubs in the 
region. Founder Region Procedures state 
that up to $500 can be granted to a club for 
their Dream It, Be It project.  
 

I’m happy to report that the Founder Region 
Board will continue to honor DI,BI grants this 
year! It was noted that once the money in 
reserve for these grants is gone, the grants 

https://founderregion.snappages.site/s-clubs
https://storage.snappages.site/y9i5386vmb/assets/files/2022-23_application_for_s_club_startup-F-14.pdf
https://storage.snappages.site/y9i5386vmb/assets/files/2022-23_application_for_s_club_projects--26.pdf
https://soroptimist.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e3128916f319566bbd1faf6c3&id=e6ac969562&e=38c0fb5cea
https://soroptimist.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e3128916f319566bbd1faf6c3&id=a4b23c6373&e=38c0fb5cea
https://blog.soroptimist.org/blog?category=Best%20for%20Women
https://storage.snappages.site/y9i5386vmb/assets/files/Application-for-Dream-It-Be-It-Grant-FIN-74.pdf
https://soroptimist.imgix.net/05-for-members/Program_Resources/dream-it-be-it-club-resources/research-and-impact/dibi-faq-e.pdf
https://soroptimist.imgix.net/05-for-members/Program_Resources/dream-it-be-it-club-resources/reporting-and-evaluation/dibi-club-reporting-and-evaluation-worksheet_(1).pdf
https://soroptimist.jotform.com/siahq/dibi-club-reporting-evaluation-form


decisions, but two members will 

also have the chance to win a $50 

gift card! Take our first survey 

about the Best for Women e-

newsletter. Also, get more de-

tails about the survey se-

ries here.   

 

 

I live in Pleasanton, CA with my husband, Rich-
ard, we have four children and one grand-
child.  As most of you know, our middle son, 
Alex, passed away in January, 2021.  
 
My Soroptimist life began in 2005 when I was 
invited to join a new Club, SI/24-680 (Walnut 
Creek).  Our Club is still going strong and it is 
part of my life.  I love Soroptimist and every-
thing it stands for. 

went on to Junior Colleges in Long Island, New 
York. 
 

After college and an AAS degree, I started working 
full-time in 1972, as a paralegal/legal administra-
tor.  In 1975 I had my daughter, Lauri, and as a 
single parent, life was very hard.  In 1982 I started 
working for AT&T.  While working there I was pro-
moted several times and obtained my undergradu-
ate degree from St. Mary's College in 1991 and 
my graduate degree from Golden Gate Universi-
ty.  I worked for AT&T for 22 years.  As most of us, 
after retiring, I became a real estate investor, mort-
gage consultant, learned quickbooks and owned 
and operated a French bakery in downtown Liver-
more, CA.  I guess I can never stop working, alt-
hough I finally did in 2021.  

Congratulations to the 2023-2024 

SIA President Bobbi Enderlin, past 

Governor of Founder Region. Presi-

dent Bobbi took office on Septem-

ber 1, 2023 and will serve a one 

year term until August 31, 2024. 

Members of Founder Region are so 

proud to her ascent to the highest 

leadership position in the federa-

tion. We wish her all the best of luck 

in her new office! 

WATCH VIDEO 

 

Region Leadership Spotlight 

Lenore Colarusso 

District I Director 

SI/24-680 (Walnut Creek) 

My name is Lenore Colarusso and I was born in 
New York in 1951, so yes, I'm 72 years old as of 
yesterday, September 2nd.  I was the third sister 
and then my little brother was born 14 months 
later.  The four of us are very close and my two 
older sisters basically raised my brother and 
me.  We were referred to as "the kids." 
 

Growing up for us was not so easy, especially my 
brother and me.  Our Dad died when we were 
young and we basically somehow realized that 
the only way to get ahead in this world was 
through education; not sure how that occurred to 
us.  We both excelled in high school and then 

SIA President Bobbi Enderlin 
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SIA Survey Series: Share 
Your Opinion for Chance 
to Win a Prize! 

SIA has launched an online survey 

series to gather member feedback 

on various topics. By participating 

in our survey series, you’ll not only 

play a crucial role in shaping future 

SIA Survey  

 

Meet SIA President Bobbi Enderlin 

https://soroptimist.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e3128916f319566bbd1faf6c3&id=fdadf9afb3&e=38c0fb5cea
https://soroptimist.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e3128916f319566bbd1faf6c3&id=fdadf9afb3&e=38c0fb5cea
https://soroptimist.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e3128916f319566bbd1faf6c3&id=c692b5ab08&e=38c0fb5cea
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TD-SjnZINpc
https://soroptimist.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e3128916f319566bbd1faf6c3&id=9f104a6aa7&e=38c0fb5cea
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SI/Central Oahu 
of Eel River Valley 

GO TO PAGE 

https://www.flowerpowerfundraising.com/index.php/marketplace/seller/profile/shop/sieelrivervalleysoroptimist?fbclid=IwAR2eiEBhUM_i0tPtBDNEnPLPgC--SNPM3bGs2CkSWz2LmuWLjlKPSicNyt4


CLUB ANNIVERSARIES 

Congratulations to the following clubs 

celebrating their anniversary! 

2024 Conference 

May 3 - 5, 2024  

San Ramon Marriott                 

San Ramon, CA 

Host Clubs: 

SI/Novato, SI/Santa Rosa, &   

SI/Oakmont Wine Country  

 

2023 CONFERENCE PAGE 

Check out the 2023 conference 

page to view photos, presenta-

tions, recordings and the          

proceedings of the recent 

Founder Region Conference.  

SIA Convention 

FOUNDER REGION LINKS 
Website 

Facebook  

Instagram  

Twitter  

Violet Richardson Award  

“S” Clubs 

Soroptimists Celebrating Success 

Treasurer Forms 

 

SIA LINKS 
Website 

Facebook 

Live Your Dream  

Dream It, Be It  

Dream Big Campaign 

Best for Women Newsletter 

 

SI LINKS 
Website 

President’s Appeal 

SI at the United Nations 

2023 Convention-Dublin, Ireland  

 

 

 

 

SI Convention 

2024  Convention 

July 24-27, 2024 

Bellevue, Washington 

Stay tuned for more info! 

Video 

Region Conference 

2027 Convention 

July 2027 

Cruise to Alaska 

WEBSITE  
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9/6/1962 SI/ Waikiki Foundation, Inc. 

9/21/1986 SI/ Central Oahu 

9/25/2005 SI/ 24-680 (Walnut Creek) 

https://founderregion.snappages.site/2023-conference
https://founderregion.snappages.site/
https://www.facebook.com/soroptimist.founderregion/
https://www.instagram.com/soroptimist.founder.region/
https://twitter.com/founderregion
https://founderregion.snappages.site/violet-richardson-award
https://founderregion.snappages.site/s-clubs
https://founderregion.snappages.site/soroptimists-celebrating-success
https://founderregion.snappages.site/Resources#TreasurerForms
https://www.soroptimist.org/
https://www.facebook.com/soroptimist
https://www.soroptimist.org/our-work/live-your-dream-awards/index.html
https://www.soroptimist.org/our-work/dream-it-be-it/index.html
https://www.dreambig.soroptimist.org/
https://blog.soroptimist.org/blog/best-for-women-june-22
https://www.soroptimistinternational.org/
https://www.soroptimistinternational.org/openingdoors/?fbclid=IwAR3Rv_JoL3J00W7acSoazi6NYWHB2CZqMWxnrehz2GynZrq0ZWa3Zah2Pz4
https://www.soroptimistinternational.org/advocacy/si-at-the-united-nations/
https://sidublin2023.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uq44OhVJr1E
https://siconvention.org/en?fbclid=IwAR1q18VfsJcNZloXzDQ3OZB5E3pbfxpoPc-2DLwpXCZiRSZvmc_AON0MPaU

