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HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING!

Read Luke 2:13-14

Rethinking our Worship:

If heaven is singing about Jesus right now, what would change in your

schedule, habits, or priorities if your life really matched that song?

The Christmas Message

The angels shattered the night sky with a song, but their message actually invites stillness
of heart. “Glory to God in the highest” means the center of the universe is not human
achievement, but the glory of God revealed in a newborn King. The angels announce
peace, yet the world into which Jesus was born was anything but peaceful—occupied,
unjust, and weary. The good news is not that circumstances suddenly improved, but that
God Himself drew near. Glory and peace meet in a Person, not a plan. As heaven sings
“over the earth, the call is to stop striving long enough to truly behold the King who has

. come near.
Your Response (to the Message) Closing Prayer
c"LOI.'d, one place I want Your peace to rule in my Lord Jesus, King of glory, thank You for
life is... stepping into a noisy, broken world with a

song of peace. Quiet my heart where it is
e Clives mas Challemnee restless and distracted. Teach me tghonor

S You above my schedule, my preferences, and
Choose one busy block of your day and my worries. Let Your glory re-center my life,
deliberately turn off every device for 20— and let Your peace flow through me to others
30 minutes. In that silence, speak “Glory this Christmas. Be adored in my thoughts,
to God in the highest” aloud and name my words, and my choices today. Amen.

specific places you long to see His peace
on earth, starting in your own home,
church, or workplace.
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(0! TELL IT ON'THE MOUNTAIN.

Read Luke 2:17

Rethinking our Worship:

If the people around you only knew about Jesus from listening to you

this month, what picture of Him would they walk away with?

The Christmas Message

After seeing Jesus, the shepherds do not return to “business as usual” They return
glorifying and praising God, telling everyone what they have heard and seen. The first
response to beholding the King is not private inspiration but public declaration. These
men had no training, platform, or strategy—only a fresh encounter and a simple story.
That is still enough. The Christmas message is not meant to be hoarded like a precious
secret; it is a treasure that grows as it is shared. God delights in using ordinary voices to

“announce extraordinary news. The question is not whether you are gifted enough, but
whether you are willing to speak of what you have seen in Christ.

.

Your Response (to the Message) Closing Prayer
“Tesus, the main thingI Want others to know Jesus, good news for all people, thank You
about You from my life is. . that You trusted simple shepherds with

heaven’s announcement. Give boldness and
e Clives mas Challemnee hu.mil.ity to my voice. Freé me froTn.fear of

S rejection or awkwardness. Fill my heart so
Sometime this week, share a brief full of Your joy that it naturally overflows in
personal “good news” story about Jesus conversation. This Christmas, let my words
with one person—by text, over coffee, point someone closer to You, the Savior and

or in a handwritten note. Focus on what King. Amen. .
Christ has done in you this year, not on
having perfect words.
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(). COMELET US ADORE HiM!

Read Matthew 2:10-11

Rethinking our Worship:

When people look at how you spend your time, money, and attention,

would they say you admire Jesus—or that you actually adore Him?

The Christmas Message

The magi traveled far, risking reputation and resources, to bow before a child. Their posture
preaches: true wisdom recognizes when Someone greater has entered the room. They do
not merely observe or compliment; they adore. Adoration is more than appreciation—it
is joyful surrender. The gifts they lay down mirror their hearts laid down. In a culture
that prizes being impressive and self-sufficient, kneeling in worship can feel like a loss of
status. Yet in God’s kingdom, this is where dignity is restored. Before Jesus, titles, degrees,

*and accomplishments fade. What remains is the honor of being worshipers who recognize
the King; even when He comes in unexpected wrapping. |

Your Response (to the Message) Closing Prayer
“Iesu.s, one areaIchqose (i AT from Christ our King, worthy of all adoration, ,
admiration to adoration is.... thank You for drawing wise ones from far

away to worship at Your feet. Teach my heart

e Clndstinas Clhallemes to bow gladly before You: Strip away pride
that resists surrender. Let my life, resources,

Physically kneel in prayer at some point and decisions be gifts that reflect Your worth.

today. As you kneel, name at least three May this season be marked by genuine
areas where you want to surrender control adoration, not just seasonal sentiment. You

to Jesus—time, finances, relationships, or are worthy, now and forever. Amen.

ministry—and deliberately offer them as

“gifts” of worship.



SIEENT NIGHT

Read Luke 2:6-7

Rethinking our Worship:

If someone tracked the noise level of your soul this week, would there
be any space quiet enough for you to notice Jesus’ presence?

The Christmas Message

Bethlehem likely was not literally silent, yet the Scriptures describe a simple, almost
understated birth: a baby wrapped in cloths and laid in a manger. No palace, no parade,
no fanfare—just the hidden arrival of Heaven’s King. God’s salvation enters history in a
way easy to overlook. This challenges the assumption that God only works in dramatic,
visible ways. Often, He moves in hushed spaces, in hidden obedience, in small acts
of faithfulness. The “silent night” reminds believers to look for Christ not only in the

"spectacular but also in the ordinary. The world’s hope lay in a feed trough, proving that
quiet plaees can hold the loudest miracles. |

Your Response (to the Message) Closing Prayer
“Lord, here is one ordinary place where I sense Emmanuel, God with us, thank You for
You quietly at work...” entering our world in holy humility. Open my

eyes to see Your presence in the quiet corners
The Chidetmas Challemnas of my day. Forgive me fo# chasing only the

S big, impressive moments and missing You
Set aside one evening to create a “silent in the ordinary. Let this Christmas be a
night” in your home. Turn oft background season where silence becomes sacred, and
noise, dim the lights, and read the birth where stillness helps me behold You more

account in Luke 2 slowly. After reading; sit clearly. Amen. = |

in silence for five minutes, asking God to

show you where He is quietly at work in
your life and community.
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MARY, DID YOU KNOW?

Read Luke 1:30-33

Rethinking our Worship:

What 1s one area of your life where you say you trust God, but your
actual decisions show you still want to stay in control?

The Christmas Message

Mary receives staggering news: she will bear the Son of the Most High. She cannot possibly
grasp every implication—how could she? Yet her response is simple surrender: “May it
be to me according to your word.” Faith is not having full information; it is trusting God’s
character when details are unclear. Mary models a courageous, costly “yes” that will expose
her to misunderstanding, hardship, and awe. The child she carries will not just change
her life; He will change the world. Christmas reminds believers that obedience may be
" confusing in the moment, but it participates in a larger story of redemption. Saying “yes”
to God today echoes into generations.

Your Response (to the Message) Closing Prayer
“Father, the step of obedience I'm afraid to take Holy Savior, born of Mary, thank You for her
is... I choose to trust You with it by...” humble courage in accepting Your call. Grow

that same trusting obedience in my heart.
e Chidstmas Clhellemnes When t%le future feels unclear, anc%xo.tj me in

S Your faithfulness. Help me to say “yes’ even
Identify one specific act of obedience you when I do not see the whole road. Use my
have been delaying—reconciling with obedience, however small, to bless others
someone, serving in a ministry, giving and honor Your name this Christmas. Amen.

generously, or adjusting a habit. Write it v
down, pray over it, and take one tangible

step toward that obedience before the

week ends.
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JOY TO THE WORLD!

Read Luke 2:10-11

Rethinking our Worship:

If joy in Christ is deeper than your circumstances, what current situation
are you letting have more power over your mood than the gospel?

The Christmas Message

The angel’s announcement is “good news of great joy” for all people, not because pain has

disappeared, but because a Savior has arrived. Joy in Scripture is not shallow cheerfulness

or seasonal nostalgia; it is a deep, resilient gladness rooted in who Jesus is and what He

has done. The world’s joy depends on circumstances; kingdom joy flows from Christ’s

unchanging presence and promises. “Joy to the world” is both proclamation and invitation:

the Lord has come, so open your heart, your home, your community to His reign. When
“Jesus is received as King, joy does not erase sorrow, but it does outlast it.

3

Your Response (to the Message) Closing Prayer
“Jesus, here is the situation I've allowed to Jesus, Lord of joy, thank You that Your ,
control my mood more than Your good news...” coming brings good news .that cannot be

canceled by hardship. Restore to me the
The Christmas Challenoe joy of Your salvation. Guard my heart from

S cynicism and hopelessness. Let my life be
Practice “intentional joy” today. Choose a channel of Your joy to my family, church,
one person who is weary or discouraged and neighbors this Christmas. May many
and find a concrete way to bring them joy taste and see that You are good. Amen.

in Jesus’ name—a meal, a thoughtful gift, Y
a visit, or words of encouragement that
explicitly point to Christ’s hope.
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AWAY IN A MANGER

Read Philippians 2:6-8

Rethinking our Worship:

Where in your daily life do you quietly expect to be treated like the

important one, even though you follow a King who chose a manger?

The Christmas Message

The manger is a symbol of shocking humility. The eternal Son of God does not cling to
His rights but empties Himself, taking the form of a servant. The One who spoke galaxies
into existence is laid where animals feed. This is not accidental; it reveals the heart of
God. Jesus does not arrive distant from human poverty and vulnerability, but right in the
middle of it. His lowly birth foreshadows a life of self-giving love that will lead to a cross.
To follow such a King means embracing humility, not status; service, not self-exaltation.
" Christmas invites believers to reconsider what true greatness looks like in the Kingdom

. ofGod. ’
Your Response (to the Message) Closing Prayer
t‘Lor d, one place I'm tel.npt‘ed to seek recognition Servant King, thank You for stepping down
instead of humble service is. .. into our world so fully that*You rested in a

manger. Deliver me from the temptation
The Christmas Challence to seek recognition and comfbrt. above

S obedience. Shape my heart to mirror Your
Choose a quiet, behind-the-scenes act humility. Let my service this Christmas
of service that no one may notice— reflect Your gentle, self-giving lOVQ, so that
cleaning, childcare, wvisiting someone others may glimpse You through simple acts

overlooked, or meeting a practical need. of care. Amen.
Do it anonymously if possible, offering it
as manger-shaped worship to Christ.
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JESUS, ()H WHAT A WONDERFUL CHILD

Read Isaiah 9:6-7

Rethinking our Worship:

If Jesus really 1s as wonderful as you say, what is one specific fear, habit,
or plan that would have to change in response to who He 1s?

The Christmas Message

Isaiah’s prophecy piles up royal titles on a promised child. In the manger, those titles look
almost absurd. Yet wrapped in weakness is the wisdom, power, and everlasting care of
God. This child will grow to teach, heal, forgive, and ultimately bear the sins of the world.
His kingdom will never end. To call Jesus a “wonderful child” is not sentimental; it is a
confession that in Him, heaven’s fullness dwells. Christmas invites believers to let wonder
rise again—to see beyond familiar images to the staggering reality of who this Child is.
“The more clearly Jesus is beheld, the more fully hearts respond with worship, trust, and

lifelong allegiance.

Your RCSPOHSC (to the Message)

“Jesus, because You are wonderful in this specific
way in my life, I want to change...”

The Christmas Challenge

Gather with family, friends, or your
small group and take turns finishing this
sentence: “Jesus, You are wonderful to
me because...”. Let each person share at
least one concrete way Christ has shown
Himself wonderful this year.

Closing Prayer

Glorious Jesus, wonderful Child and
everlasting King, thank You for coming near
insuchtender vulnerability. Restoremy sense
of wonder at who You aré. Guard my heart
from treating Your birth as a mere tradition.
Let the truth of Your names—Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace—shape how I live, serve, and
hope. Be adored in°my life, now and always.
Amen. i




