
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gathering Music – Joyful Noise  

 We Three Kings 

 The First Noel 

 African Noel 

 Carol of the Bells 

 

Welcome and Announcements - Gregg Dick 

 

Centering Music – Joyful Noise  

 Silent Night 

 

Call to Worship – Betsy Davis & Erica Schlender  

 Third Sunday of Advent Reading 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Mennonite 
Church of Halstead 

 

December 14, 2025 
 

Welcome to worship on this third 

Sunday of Advent. We are glad 

you are here to join in the 

preparation for our Savior’s birth. 

 



 

*Worship Through Singing – O Come, O Come, Immanuel  - 

VT #210 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*Worship Through Singing – Now the Heavens Start to 

Whisper  - VT #237 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Offering & Offertory – Mutual Aid 

 What Child Is This? - arr. Varner/Rasley    Kent Dick 

 

Children’s Time - Melanie Haspels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Worship Through Singing – Hark! The Herald Angels Sing – VT 

#247   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Worship Through Singing – Joy to the World – VT #240   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Congregational Prayer - Pastor Steve  

 

Scripture - Matthew 1:18-25 (p. 1497), Luke 2:1-20 (p. 1590-

91) - Johnathan Haspels, Kalyn Ortman, Jaren Smoker, Eli Wilcox 

 

Children’s/Youth Christmas Program – Preschool–8th graders 

 No Small Parts 

 

*Closing Prayer 

 

*Sending Song – Emmanuel (Hallowed Manger Ground) – Lyrics 

Projected 

 

*Benediction 

 

*Postlude – Kent Dick 

 He Is Born, the Divine Christ Child - Keith Christopher 

 

*Please stand if you are able 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR 

Dec. 14 10:30 a.m. Children’s/Youth Christmas Program 

 6:00 p.m. Jr. & Sr. High Youth Groups 

 6:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study 

Dec. 15 7:00 p.m. Church Council meeting 

Dec. 16 7:30 p.m. Vision Team meeting 

Dec. 17 6:00 p.m. Adult Bells practice 

Dec. 18 9:00 a.m. Prayer Team meeting 

 1:00 p.m. Care Ministry meeting 

Dec. 21 6:00 p.m. Christmas Caroling 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank you all for joining us at our annual Waffle Breakfast 

and for your wonderful generosity. We cleared $1,140 to be used 

for assisting people in our community with utility bills this winter! 

The Care Ministry will meet this week on Thursday, Dec. 18, 

at 1:00 p.m. in Stauffer Hall. 

There are two Christmas caroling opportunities this year. 

Next Sunday, Dec. 21, there will be caroling in Burrton, rural 

Halstead and Newton areas. Meet at 6:00 p.m. at the church to 

carpool together. Then on December 24, there will be caroling 

around Halstead following the Christmas Eve service. The 

approximate start time is 8:00 p.m. at the church. 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE TIME CHANGE! The Christmas Eve 

service will begin at 6:30 p.m. this year. This is a change from the 

previously posted time. Please change your calendars accordingly! 

Bethel College Updates: Kauffman Museum at Bethel College 

invites you to visit during the holidays. There is currently a recently 

restored 17th-century Bible from the Jake T. Friesen family on 

display through the end of December. The museum is closed 

Mondays, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day and open 9 a.m.-1 

p.m. Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve; Regular hours are 9:30 

a.m.-4:30 p.m. weekdays, 1:30-4:30 p.m. weekends. The current 

special exhibit is “Voices of Conscience: Peace Witness in the Great 

War.” Permanent exhibits are “Of Land and People,” “Mirror of the 

Martyrs” and “Mennonite Immigrant Furniture.” The museum store 

is also open during museum hours. 

Camp Mennoscah Announcements: In the last week, numerous 

individuals have offered congregation-specific matching 

opportunities of $5,000 on behalf of Camp Mennoscah.  If each of 

our partner churches had just one household willing to provide this 

amount - and their match was fulfilled within their church - 

fundraising for the retreat center would be finished!  To offer a 

match for YOUR congregation - or to give toward an existing match 

- text "MATCH" to 620-755-2583. Camp Mennoscah is looking for 

a volunteer to work with the camp website.  This would include 

regularly updating information and potentially a complete overhaul 



of the website itself.  The details of the work would depend on the 

skills of the volunteer and time they have available.  Please contact 

office@campmennoscah.org or call 620-297-3290 to start the 

conversation. 
 

 

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES 

• Western District Conference: Pray for chaplains and pastors in 

WDC who accompany others and provide care and support during 

the Christmas season, in the midst of joy and celebration and also 

in the face of pain and suffering. 

• Mennonite Mission Network: Praise God that Caleb Schrock-

Hurst, who serves jointly with Mennonite Mission Network and 

Virginia Mennonite Missions, has successfully finished his cancer 

treatments and is cancer free. Now, he and his wife, Stephanie, 

are moving forward with their plans to respond to an invitation to 

go to Mennonite Christian Hospital in Taiwan. Pray for physical 

and spiritual health as they resume preparations that were put 

on hold for the past year.    

 

 

SUNDAY INFORMATION 
 

NURSERY TODAY No nursery due to Children’s Christmas Program 
PIANIST/ORGANIST Kent Dick 
OFFERING LAST SUNDAY  
  Building Maintenance  $200.00 
  Church Budget  3,055.00 
  MCC Christmas Tree  200.00 
  MCUSA 75.00 
  Music  200.00 
  Mutual Aid  100.00 
  Western District Conference  952.00 
ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 104 
OFFERING NEXT SUNDAY  Church Budget  
NURSERY NEXT SUNDAY Marilyn Mueller, Raquel Wilcox, Kalyn Ortman 
 
 
 

 

 



JOYFUL NOISE PARTICIPANTS 

 

Flute:    Megan Ortman, Josie Whorton 

Clarinet:   Kalyn Ortman, Allison Smoker 

Alto Sax:  Jaren Smoker, Eli Wilcox 

Violin:    Dakotah Cannon 

Trumpet:  Casey Jacob, Steve Wilcox 

Trombone: Adler Davis, Johnathan Haspels, Adam Johnson 

French Horn: David Haspels 

Percussion: Emmit Jacob  

 

 

NO SMALL PARTS CAST LIST 

 

First Child (Lead Angel): Luke Haspels 

Second Child (Lead Shepherd): Adler Davis 

Third Child (Mary): Mette Davis 

Fourth Child (Second Angel): Ewan Jacob 

Fifth Child (Third Angel): Jaxon Smoker 

Joseph: Emmit Jacob 

Director: Josie Whorton 

“Real” Joseph: David Haspels 

Brother: Isaiah Haspels 

Costumer: Megan Ortman 

Stage Manager: Max Whorton 

Pastor: Adam Johnson 

Narrator: Emily Buchholz 

Second Shepherd: Isaiah Haspels 

Third Shepherd: Jamison Smoker 

Angel Choir: Wade Buchholz, Lakyn Ortman, Addi Smoker, Jase 

Whorton 

Sheep: Bennett Mueller, Elijah Mueller, Sawyer Mueller, Kyla Whorton 

 

  

CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

Wade Buchholz, Bennett Mueller, Elijah Mueller, Sawyer Mueller, Lakyn 

Ortman, Addi Smoker, Jamison Smoker, Jase Whorton, Kyla Whorton 

 

Cover photo by Ewan Jacob. 


