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Sanctity of Life Sunday    
   

January 18, 2626 – 10:15 AM 
 

Divine Service with Holy Communion 
Pre-Service Music 

 

January Bible Verse 

The steps of a man are established by the Lord, when he delights in his way; though he 

fall, he shall not be cast headlong, for the Lord upholds his hand. 

Psalm 37:23-24 
 

Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to Our Congregation, Community, and the World! 
 

In Light of 1 Cor. 11:23-26, Bethlehem Lutheran Church maintains the 

historical practice of “closed” communion in the belief that the 

Sacrament requires faith in Christ’s words that His body and blood are 

truly present. Furthermore, participation in the Sacrament is a sign of our 

unity in the faith with all those who join us at the altar. For that reason, 

we ask that those visitors desiring to commune be members in good standing of a 

congregation of the LCMS and speak to the pastor or an elder before the beginning of the 

service. Our denial of admission to those who are members of another confession is not a 

judgment upon their faith but a recognition that we hold to different confessions concerning 

God, salvation, and the Sacrament itself. Such individuals are invited to speak with the 

pastor following the service. 
 

 

Ringing of the Church Bell 
 

Stand and turn to face the Cross for the Processional Hymn. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

 Before You, Lord, We Bow LSB 966 

 



 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
 

 

INVOCATION  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION PSALM 139 

 

P  O Lord, you have searched me and known me!  
 

C  You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts  

 from afar.  
 

P  You search out my path and my lying down  
 

C   and are acquainted with all my ways.  
 

P  Even before a word is on my tongue,  
 

C  behold, O Lord, you know it altogether.  
 

P  You hem me in, behind and before,  
 

C  and lay your hand upon me.  
 

P  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;  
 

C  it is high; I cannot attain it.  
 

P  Almighty and Everlasting God, Your undertanding comprehends all things.  

You see how Your creatures have departed from Your wise design. You 

know the desires of all humankind have become entirely unrighteous. Our 

thoughts, words, and deeds worship us above You and serve self instead of 

one another. Yet Your Son has assumed our feeble nature and feels our 

weakness and need. For the sake of His sacrifice, remember us in mercy. 

Lay not Your hand of reckoning upon us and grant remission of all our sins.  



C Amen.  
 

P  Where shall I go from your Spirit?  
 
 

C Or where shall I flee from your presence?  
 

P  If I ascend to heaven, you are there!  
 

C  If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!  
 

P  If I take the wings of the morning  
 

C  and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,  
 

P  even there your hand shall lead me,  
 

C  and your right hand shall hold me.  
 

P  If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,  
 

C  and the light about me be night,”  
 

P  even the darkness is not dark to you;  
 

C  the night is bright as the day, for darkness is as light with you.  
 

 

P  O Lord, our Heavenly Father, You pursue us in jealousy to the ends of the  

 heavens and earth. We cannot flee from Your judgment nor hide from the    

 punishments we deserve. But Your Son, our Savior Christ Jesus, has traded 

  our guilt in exchange for His glory. His death and resurrection have brought  

us the light of life everlasting. Drive our evils away from us with repentance, 

forgiveness, and faith, that we may behold Your goodness now and 

evermore. 
 

C Amen. 
 

 

P For you formed my inward parts;  
 

C you knitted me together in my mother’s womb.  
 

P I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  
 

C Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well.  
 
P My frame was not hidden from you,  
 

C when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the  

earth.  
 

P Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, 

              every one of them,  
 

C the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.  

 
 
 



P How precious to me are your thoughts, O God!  
 

C How vast is the sum of them!  
 

P If I would count them, they are more than the sand.  
 

C I awake, and I am still with you.  
 

P Children of men, do not fear! Incarnate Christ Jesus has come among us,  

sharing both womb and world, plumbed the depths of the earth, plundered 

death and the tomb. Take heart, for the Almighty Maker has created, 

redeemed, and called you His own. Upon your confession, in the stead and 

by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the  

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C Amen. 
 

P Oh, that you would slay the wicked, O God!  
 

C O men of blood, depart from me!  
 

P They speak against you with malicious intent;  
 

C your enemies take your name in vain.  
 

P Do I not hate those who hate you, O Lord?  
 

C And do I not loathe those who rise up against you?  
 

P I hate them with complete hatred;  
 

C I count them my enemies.  
 

P Search me, O God, and know my heart!  
 

C Try me and know my thoughts!  
 

P And see if there be any grievous way in me,  
 

C and lead me in the way everlasting!  
 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

 

 

P Lord God, our Father and Savior, open our hearts to receive and delight in  

Your wonders. Open our lips to rejoice and proclaim all Your works. 

Strengthen us in flesh and spirit to refuse wickedness and replace the lust for 

control with Your own truth and love. Give us courage to rescue the 

vulnerable and compassion to relieve the victim that together we may share 

Your life. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

How Great Thou Art LSB 801 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Carl Gustaf Boberg, 1859–1940; tr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899–1989 Tune: Swedish; arr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899–1989 Text and tune: © 1949, 1953 The 
Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 –1989 Text and tune: © 1949, 1953 

The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Job 10:9–13 

9Remember that you have made me like clay; 

 and will you return me to the dust? 
10Did you not pour me out like milk 

 and curdle me like cheese? 
11You clothed me with skin and flesh, 

 and knit me together with bones and sinews. 
12You have granted me life and steadfast love, 



 and your care has preserved my spirit. 
13Yet these things you hid in your heart; 

 I know that this was your purpose.  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

GRADUAL Psalm 117:1-2a; 96:8 

Praise the LORD, all nations! 

 Extol him, all peoples! 

For great is his steadfast love toward us, 

 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

 bring an offering, and come into his courts! 

EPISTLE Hebrews 2:5–18 

 
5Now it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are 

speaking. 6It has been testified somewhere, 

“What is man, that you are mindful of him, 

 or the son of man, that you care for him? 
7You made him for a little while lower than the angels; 

 you have crowned him with glory and honor, 

 8putting everything in subjection under his feet.” 

Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. 

At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 9But we see him who 

for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory 

and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might 

taste death for everyone. 

 10For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing 

many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through 

suffering. 11For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one origin. 

That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, 12saying, 

“I will tell of your name to my brothers; 

 in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” 
13And again, 

“I will put my trust in him.” 

 And again, 

“Behold, I and the children God has given me.” 



 14Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook 

of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power 

of death, that is, the devil, 15and deliver all those who through fear of death were 

subject to lifelong slavery. 16For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps 

the offspring of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every 

respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of 

God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18For because he himself has 

suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 
 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

COMMON ALLELUIA   

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 10:24–33 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter. 

  
 24“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25It is enough 

for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If they have 

called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of 

his household. 

 26“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or 

hidden that will not be known. 27What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and 

what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. 28And do not fear those who 

kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and 

body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall 

to the ground apart from your Father. 30But even the hairs of your head are all 

numbered. 31Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. 32So 

everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my 

Father who is in heaven, 33but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny 

before my Father who is in heaven. 



 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

NICENE CREED  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

     dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and  

     glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 



Sit 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty       LSB 790 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

  

SERMON 

Known Before We Knew Ourselves 

Psalm 139 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY  

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Sit 
 

OFFERING 
 

Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT   
PREFACE   

P The Lord be with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 
 

 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 



 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the 

promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, 

and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be 

revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and singing: 
 

SANCTUS  

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our 

sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished 

for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully 

to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 

Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the 

faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 

be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. C Amen. 
 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER   
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen.
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 
 

PAX DOMINI  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

 

AGNUS DEI    

 

 



 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born LSB 624 

 

 

 
 

5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, 

As at the rail on bended knee 

Our hungry mouths from Him receive 

The bread of immortality. 
 

6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 

A priestly food and priestly meat; 

On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 

His quenching blood that life restores. 
 

7 With cherubim and seraphim 

Our voices join the endless hymn, 

And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 

To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 
 

Text: Chad L. Bird, 1970. Tune: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1778, London; adapt. Edward Miller, 1731–1807 Text: © 1997, 2003 

Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain



 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna LSB 443 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Jeannette Threlfall, 1821–80, alt. Tune: Gesangbuch der Herzogl. Hofkapelle, 1784, Württemberg Text and tune: Public domain 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Lord of All Hopefulness LSB 738 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jan Struther, 1901–53. Tune: Irish. Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Jesus Comes Today with Healing LSB 620 

 

 

 
 

 
 

5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 

Whose own feast of love I savor, 

    Bidden by His gracious call. 

Wedding garments He provides me, 

With a robe of white He hides me, 

    Fits me for the royal hall. 
 

6  Now have I found consolation, 

Comfort in my tribulation, 

    Balm to heal the troubled soul. 

God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 

Cleanses me from sin and error, 

    Makes my wounded spirit whole. 
 

Text: Heinrich Puchta, 1808–58; tr. David W. Rogner, 1960. Tune: Johann Löhner, 1645–1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 
Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain 



Stand 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 
 

Thank the lord  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
 

P Let us pray.  

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

C Amen. 
 

Face the cross for the Closing Hymn. 
 

CLOSING HYMN 



God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven LSB 877 

  

 

 

 
 

Text (st. 1): Reginald Heber, 1783–1826, alt.; (sts. 2, 4): William Mercer, 1811–73, alt.; (st. 3): Richard Whately, 1787–1863, alt. Tune: Welsh, 18th cent. Text and 
tune: Public domain 
 

  POSTLUDE 

Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 

where we worship in the name of the crucified 

and risen Lamb of God, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Blessings to you as you worship with us today.  
 

 

 

Congregation: Prayers for Peggy McDonald and 

her family, healing for Lillian Hayden from knee 

surgery; for Edith Erwin recovery and healing from 

surgery; for Tom Hayden’s recovery after surgery 

and continued healing; for Adeline Platt’s health; for health and healing for Lathel 

Norris; and Deloris Griffin; for our shut-in members: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred 

Holle, Lathel Norris, Elvera Schroeder, and others who are unable to come to church. 
 
 

 

 

 



Community: for Grace Lutheran School, that they may continue to be a place for the 

children of our community and congregation to learn and grow in their faith and 

knowledge of God’s world; may our Lord continue to deliver to us favorable weather; 

for Brenham Pregnancy Center and those whose lives they touched; Faith Mission; 

families and individuals cared for by Child Protective Services. 
 

 
 

 

World: for all those suffering through war, may God watch over and protect His 

children, and by His Holy Spirit, may they all come to know Christ as their Savior 

and thus enjoy eternity with Him, for those who have been led astray into false belief; 

for those facing crisis pregnancies, that they would find the strength to choose life for 

their unborn child; for the leaders of the nations, that they would make godly 

decisions for their people and countries. 
 

 

Bethlehem at Prayer 
Prayer is a vital part of our life together in Christ. To that end, 

Bethlehem at Prayer is a means to encourage more 

intentional prayer for one another. This is an opportunity for 

us to support one another in faith, lifting up each household 

by name before our gracious God. While members can 

always request prayers at any time, this effort ensures that 

every family at Bethlehem is prayed for regularly. We invite 

you to join us in encouragement and intercession, praying for 

our brothers and sisters in Christ each week. 
 

 

Please remember these families in your prayers this week: 
 
 

• Ahasan – Ron, Tina, Joshua, Aliyah, Henry  

• Andrejcak – Ray, Melanie    

• Ashorn – Billy, Vickie 

• Hayden – Tom, Lillian, Alyssa, Javier  

• Hermann - Benjamin 

• Hinze – Donna 

• McDonald – Peggy 

• Medve – Travis, Samantha, Tessa, Tripp 

• Meyer – Dennis, Pat 
 

May the Lord bless and strengthen them in faith and life. 
 

 

 

“…Pray for  
each other.” 
James 5:16 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

This Week’s Schedule 
 

January 18 – January 25 
 

    Today: Sanctity of Life Sunday 

  9:00 AM  Sunday School, Adult Bible Class 

   10:15 AM  Divine Service with Holy Communion 
  

   Acolyte:  Kinsley Haferkamp 

     Crucifer: Dillion Nowicki 

    Greeter:  Theresa Kettler 

   Ushers:   Stanley Haferkamp  David Hodge 

     Kevin Harrington   Keith Huber 

          
 

     Wednesday:  Cancelled  

  

 

   

      Thursday: 

 6:30 PM Ladies Bible Study 
 

 
 

  Saturday:  

  8:00 AM  Sisters in Christ 
  

 

   

Next Sunday: The Conversion of St. Paul    
 

     9:00 AM  Sunday School, Adult Bible Class 

    10:15 AM  Divine Worship: Setting I with Holy Communion 
 

    Acolyte:  Taylor Nowicki 

    Crucifer: Winston Krieg 

      Greeter: Marilyn Klussmann 

  Ushers:  Craig Kankel  Clinton Kettler 

    Caleb Kettler Matt Kettler 

Serving in January: Elder – Clinton Kettler / Trustee – Doyle Dahmann 
 

 

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the 

church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee. 



 
The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Theresa Kettler  

 

 

3rd Annual Quiz Night to Support the Youth League 

Summer Trip 

 

 

 

The Bethlehem Lutheran Church Youth League, in 

conjunction with the Grace Lutheran Church Youth 

League of Brenham, would like to invite you to the 3rd 

Annual Quiz Night on Friday, February 20th, at the 

Sons of Hermann hall in Brenham, from 5:30 to 9:00 

pm. The evening consists of 10 rounds of trivia. Questions 

are answered by teams, and after each round, team 

standings are announced. Each team consists of six 

members; please RSVP to Pastor Krieg 

(pastorkrieg@bethlehemwmpenn.org) with your team by 

February 15th. Each round will have a different focus to 

test your overall trivia knowledge. Prizes are awarded to 

the winners throughout the night.  At the end of the 

evening, a Quiz Night Champion is crowned. Will your 

team be proven the smartest in Washington County? Will 

the trophy stay here at Bethlehem or will Grace take it 

home? Sign up to find out! 
 

 

 

 

Life Magnified 2026: You are encouraged to 

join together on Saturday, January 24th, as 

we celebrate the Lord’s gift of life and rally to 

defend it. Beginning at 9:00 AM at St. Paul – 

Austin TX, there will be a Matins prayer 

service and a Bible study/presentation led by 

Pastor Steven Cholak. After lunch, the group will move to the Texas Capitol and join 

in the Texas Rally for Life. Lunch will be provided free of charge, please RSVP Here: 

https://www.stpaulaustin.org/events/life-magnified-2026/ 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pastorkrieg@bethlehemwmpenn.org
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stpaulaustin.org%2Fevents%2Flife-magnified-2026%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C1932f61de676481b36c308de3f43a896%7Cf72c22ab387147f29c704faf76c0bfb8%7C0%7C0%7C639017758635512575%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Wan5fDgxcibPaZMpQWplyMuYzGM6lrvna8h%2B9hEHyZE%3D&reserved=0
http://www.stpaulaustin.org/events/life-magnified-2026


Spotlight On Life 2026: The Battle Still 

Rages 

Join us for our fourth annual Spotlight On 

Life. Politics and technology have shifted the 

focus of protecting the unborn from the 

national stage to individual states and from 

abortion clinics to homes. We will explore 

how this affects the pro-life efforts. 

Speakers: 

Rev. Dr. Aric Fenske (Director, Lutherans For Life) 
 

Pastor Robert Paul (Memorial Lutheran Church, Houston) 
 

Pastor Michael Salemink (Assistant Professor of Pastoral Ministry and  

Missions, Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne) 
 

Mrs. Carol Tobias (President, National Right To Life, Washington, DC) 
 

Pastor Laurence White (Our Savior Lutheran Church, Houston)  
 

Freewill Event for February 21, 2026 

8:30 AM Check-in • 4:30 PM Wrap-up 

Light Breakfast • Intriguing Speakers • Delicious Lunch • Round Table 

Q&A • Sanctuary & Bell Tower Tour (optional) 
 

Register here: https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/spotlight-on-life-2026-

the-battle-still-rages 
 

 

Soup for the Group Fundraiser – February 8 

Please join us after church on Sunday, February 8, for Soup 

for the Group, a fundraiser hosted by our Youth League. 

Warm up with a bowl of homemade tortilla soup and enjoy 

fellowship while supporting our youth and their upcoming 

activities. The price of $10.00 per bowl will go directly to 

the Youth League. Come hungry, stay awhile, or take a bowl 

to go, and help encourage our young people in Christ! 
 

 

 

 

Contribution Statements for 2025 are ready for pick up in 

the Parish Hall. Contact Jackie Kankel if you have any 

questions. 

 

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/spotlight-on-life-2026-the-battle-still-rages
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/spotlight-on-life-2026-the-battle-still-rages


 

There will be a quarterly Voters’ Meeting on Wednesday, 

January 28th at 7:30 PM. Please refer to the information 

printed at the end of the bulletin.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 January 18 (Epiphany 2) – Life issues 

(abortion, suicide, sexual identity, physician-

assisted suicide to name a few) can often be 

the result of a person trying to solve their own 

problems or fulfill their own needs instead of 

relying upon the Lord to help them. The appearance of our Lord as the sacrificial 

Lamb of God (John 1) reminds us that God is always faithful (Isaiah 49:7), even at 

the cost of His own blood. By faith in Christ, we can and should wait patiently for 

the Lord (Psalm 40:1) and make Him our trust (Psalm 40:4) in any and every 

situation, and we should invite our neighbors to do the same. 
 

Sunday School Corner  
In our Winter unit, we continue our study of the New 

Testament, beginning with the account of Mary and Martha 

and continuing through Jesus appearing to Thomas. This 

morning, the kids studied the lesson “The Thankful One: Jesus 

Heals Ten Lepers.” Encountering ten lepers on His way to 

Jerusalem, Jesus has mercy on them and sends them to show 

themselves to the priests. As they go, the lepers are healed; but 

only one, a Samaritan, returns to thank Jesus. To reinforce this 

lesson with your kids, as a family, discuss: Once again, we see in Scripture an 

occasion when Jesus shows love for the “outsider.” God’s love and grace are for all 

people. In our sinful state, we, too, are outsiders when it comes to God’s kingdom. 

But thanks to Jesus, we are now and forever “insiders.” What does it feel like to be 

an outsider? What does it feel like when someone reaches out a hand of friendship to 

someone who may appear to be an “outsider”? How do we share the love of Jesus 

with those who we might think are “outsiders”? How do you feel knowing that we 

are “insiders” in God’s kingdom, thanks to Jesus? To “have mercy” means to care so 

much about someone who is suffering that you have to do something to help. 

Sometimes, hospitals are named “Mercy Hospital.” Why might that be? What are 

ways that we can share God’s mercy with others? Also, parents, you can join Pastor 

Krieg in the adult Sunday School class. See you next week! 

 



High School Lesson 
Our High School Sunday School class is beginning a new study series using Not-So-

Nice Bible Stories: Master Criminals. In this engaging and thought-provoking study, 

students will explore the stories of some of Scripture’s most notorious wrongdoers, 

and discover how God’s mercy and grace still shine through even the darkest human 

deeds. Each lesson points us to Christ, who took the punishment for all sin upon 

Himself and gives us forgiveness, life, and salvation. Join us as we dig into God’s 

Word, wrestle with tough questions, and see how even “master criminals” reveal our 

need for the one true Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

Lesson 8 – What’s Yours Is Mine (2 Samuel 11-12) 
 

In this week’s lesson, our High School class explored King David’s sin with 

Bathsheba and the murder of Uriah in “What’s Yours Is Mine.” Students confronted 

how power, desire, and self-justification led David to take what was not his and to 

cover sin with even greater sin. Through Nathan’s confrontation, we saw how God’s 

Law exposes the heart and calls sin what it is. Yet this account does not end in despair. 

We also discussed how God’s mercy met David in repentance and forgiveness, 

pointing us to Christ, the true King, who took our guilt upon Himself 

and restores sinners through His grace. 
 

Adult Sunday School Lesson 
St. Paul’s letter to the Romans is often called the 

“chief part of the New Testament.” Romans clearly 

lays out the heart of the Christian faith: we are 

justified by grace alone through faith alone on account 

of Christ alone. In this rich epistle, Paul teaches on sin 

and righteousness, law and Gospel, baptism, the 

struggle against the old Adam, and life lived in the 

freedom of the Gospel. Whether you’ve been attending or have yet to join us, this is 

a wonderful time to dig into God’s Word together and grow in our understanding of 

His mercy in Christ. Come and be strengthened in the faith that saves and learn how 

the Gospel shapes our daily lives. We look forward to studying this treasure of 

Scripture with you! If you could not attend today, please join us next Sunday during 

the Adult Bible Study hour before church, starting at 9 a.m. Now is the time to commit 

yourself to a deeper and more meaningful understanding of God’s Word and your 

relationship with Him. I hope to see you all next Sunday as we continue our studies. 
 
 



Online Giving 

You may give tithes and offerings online by clicking the “Give” 

tab on our website (https://www.bethlehemwmpenn.org/), or just 

scan the QR code to the left.  
 

 

 
 

Last Week at Bethlehem 

DATE SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

Jan. 6 Epiphany Service 37 $438.29 

Jan. 11 Sunday School 

Youth Bible Class 

Adult Bible Class 

16 

  3 

31 

$122.00 

Jan. 11 Worship Service 143 $3,957.76 
 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Church Council 

January 28, 2026 

Call to Order 
 

Devotion 
 

Roll Call 
 

Reception of New Members and Release of Members  
 

Minutes  
 

Pastor’s Message and Report 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

Board of Elders  
 

Board of Trustees 
 

Board of Education 
 

Old Business 
 

New Business  

1. The start time for week day worship services from 7:00 to 6:30. 

2. From the Trustees, to approve the purchase of an office safe to store 

documents. Cost is approximately $1,000.00. 

3.  Increasing the Trustees spending limits of $750.00 to $1,000.00. 

Announcements  

Pastor has been nominated for Pastoral Counselor for Texas District 

LWML.  If elected, the office term is for four years. 

Adjournment with the Lord’s Prayer 



 



 


