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The Baptism of Our Lord  
   

January 11, 2026 – 10:15 AM 
 

Divine Service: Setting I with Holy Communion 
 

Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 151-166 
 

Pre-Service Music 

 

January Bible Verse 

The steps of a man are established by the Lord, when he delights in his way; though 

he fall, he shall not be cast headlong, for the Lord upholds his hand. 

Psalm 37:23-24 
 

 

Our Mission Statement 

Representing God’s Love to Our Congregation, Community, and the World! 
 

In Light of 1 Cor. 11:23-26, Bethlehem Lutheran Church maintains the 

historical practice of “closed” communion in the belief that the 

Sacrament requires faith in Christ’s words that His body and blood are 

truly present. Furthermore, participation in the Sacrament is a sign of our 

unity in the faith with all those who join us at the altar. For that reason, 

we ask that those visitors desiring to commune be members in good standing of a 

congregation of the LCMS and speak to the pastor or an elder before the beginning of the 

service. Our denial of admission to those who are members of another confession is not a 

judgment upon their faith but a recognition that we hold to different confessions concerning 

God, salvation, and the Sacrament itself. Such individuals are invited to speak with the 

pastor following the service. 
 

 

Ringing of the Church Bell 

 

Stand and turn to face the Cross for the Processional Hymn. 

 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

 Jesus, Once with Sinners Numbered LSB 404 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955. Tune: William B. Roberts, 1947. Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110005013. Tune: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013  

 

 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

 

 

 

INVOCATION LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 

Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD  
INTROIT Psalm 2:7-11, 12c; antiphon: Isaiah 42:1a 

Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 

 my chosen, in whom my soul delights. 

I will tell of the decree: 

 The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. 

Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 

 and the ends of the earth your possession. 

You shall break them with a rod of iron 

 and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 

Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 

 be warned, O rulers of the earth. 

Serve the LORD with fear, 

 and rejoice with trembling, 

for his wrath is quickly kindled. 

 Blessèd are all who take refuge in him. 



Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 

 my chosen, in whom my soul delights. 
 

KYRIE LSB 152 
 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 
 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE 

 This Is the Feast LSB 155 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  

P The Lord be with you. 

  
 

 



P Let us pray. 
 

C  Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You  

proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy 

Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling 

as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through 

the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 42:1-9 
 

1Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 

 my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

I have put my Spirit upon him; 

 he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 

 or make it heard in the street; 
3a bruised reed he will not break, 

 and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 

 he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4He will not grow faint or be discouraged 

 till he has established justice in the earth; 

 and the coastlands wait for his law. 
5Thus says God, the LORD, 

 who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

 who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

who gives breath to the people on it 

 and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; 

 I will take you by the hand and keep you; 

I will give you as a covenant for the people, 

 a light for the nations, 

 7to open the eyes that are blind, 

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

 from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8I am the LORD; that is my name; 

 my glory I give to no other, 

 nor my praise to carved idols. 
9Behold, the former things have come to pass, 

 and new things I now declare; 



before they spring forth 

 I tell you of them.” 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL Psalm 117:1-2a; 96:8 

Praise the LORD, all nations! 

 Extol him, all peoples! 

For great is his steadfast love toward us, 

 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

 bring an offering, and come into his courts! 
 
 

EPISTLE Romans 6:1-11 
 

1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By 

no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of 

us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were 

buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of 

life. 

 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be 

united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified 

with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would 

no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8Now 

if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know 

that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has 

dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life 

he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and 

alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

Stand 
 

 

 

 



COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 156 

 

 
 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 3:13-17 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 

 
 

 

 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 

14John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you 

come to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for 

us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus was baptized, 

immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to 

him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 
17and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 

well pleased.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

NICENE CREED LSB 158 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 



     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

     dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and  

     glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

BAPTISMAL HYMN 

 See This Wonder in the Making LSB 593

 

 



 
 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008. Tune: Lofsånger och andeliga wisor, 1873, Sweden. Text: © 1984 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: 

LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain 

 

Stand  
 

HOLY BAPTISM                 LSB 268 

Rylee Anne Molitor 

Sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

 To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord LSB 407 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

5 To His disciples spoke the Lord, 

   “Go out to ev’ry nation, 

And bring to them the living Word 

    And this My invitation: 

Let ev’ryone abandon sin 

    And come in true contrition 

To be baptized and thereby win 

    Full pardon and remission 

And heav’nly bliss inherit.” 

 

6 But woe to those who cast aside 

    This grace so freely given; 

They shall in sin and shame abide 

    And to despair be driven. 

For born in sin, their works must fail, 

    Their striving saves them never; 

Their pious acts do not avail, 

    And they are lost forever, 

Eternal death their portion. 

 

7 All that the mortal eye beholds 

   Is water as we pour it. 

Before the eye of faith unfolds 

    The pow’r of Jesus’ merit. 

For here it sees the crimson flood 

    To all our ills bring healing; 

The wonders of His precious blood 

    The love of God revealing, 

Assuring His own pardon. 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Elizabeth Quitmeyer, 1911–88, alt. Tune: 

David Lee, 1956. Text: © 1976 Elizabeth Quitmeyer. Used by permission: 

LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: © 2004 David Lee. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013

 



SERMON 

Watermarked  

Matthew 3:13-17 
 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 
 

Sit 
 
 

OFFERING 

 
 

Stand 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 

 

 



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT   
PREFACE  LSB 160 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have 

given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of 

Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 
 

SANCTUS  LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear 

our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood 

on the cross.   
 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, 

to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us 

faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 

testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate 

with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which 

has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You 

alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 

C Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen.
 

 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  LSB 162 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

 



In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 

PAX DOMINI  LSB 163 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

 
 

 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 
 

 

 
 

 



DISTRIBUTION HYMN 
 

 Baptized into Your Name Most Holy LSB 590 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Johann Jacob Rambach, 1693–1735, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Cornelius Heinrich Dretzel, 1697–1775. Text and tune: Public 

domain 
 

  

 

 

 
 

  



 O Lord, We Praise Thee LSB 617 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546. Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, 

Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter. Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain 

  

 

 

 



 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord LSB 405 

 

 

 
 

5 The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight 

Anointed Christ in glorious sight 

As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall 

To save the world and free us all. 
 

6 Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; 

This man is Christ, our substitute! 

He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, 

Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 
 

 Tune: Public domain. Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 

  

 

 
 

 

 



 Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior LSB 619 

 

 

 
 

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig Text: © 1941 Concordia 

Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 Tune: Public domain 
 

 

Stand 
 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE   

 Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 



 

 
 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT LSB 166 
 

P Let us pray.  

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

  
 
 

 

Face the cross for the Closing Hymn. 
 

  



CLOSING HYMN 

 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It LSB 594 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: Public domain 



 

 

POSTLUDE 

Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 

where we worship in the name of the crucified 

and risen Lamb of God, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Blessings to you as you worship with us today.  
 

Congregation: Healing for Lillian Hayden from knee 

surgery; for Edith Erwin, healing; for Tom Hayden’s 

recovery after surgery and continued healing; for 

Adeline Platt’s health; for health and healing for Lathel 

Norris; for Blake Powers, Edith Erwin, and Deloris 

Griffin; for our shut-in members: Renee Brinkmann, 

Mildred Holle, Lathel Norris, Elvera Schroeder, and 

others who are unable to come to church. 
 

 

Community: for Grace Lutheran School, that they may continue to be a place for the 

children of our community and congregation to learn and grow in their faith and 

knowledge of God’s world; may our Lord continue to deliver to us favorable weather; 

for Brenham Pregnancy Center and those whose lives they touched; Faith Mission; 

families and individuals cared for by Child Protective Services. 
 
 

World: for all those suffering through war, may God watch over and protect His 

children, and by His Holy Spirit, may they all come to know Christ as their Savior 

and thus enjoy eternity with Him, for those who have been led astray into false belief; 

for those facing crisis pregnancies, that they would find the strength to choose life for 

their unborn child; for the leaders of the nations, that they would make godly 

decisions for their people and countries. 
 
 

Bethlehem at Prayer 
Prayer is a vital part of our life together in Christ. To that end, 

Bethlehem at Prayer is a means to encourage more 

intentional prayer for one another. This is an opportunity for 

us to support one another in faith, lifting up each household 

by name before our gracious God. While members can 

always request prayers at any time, this effort ensures that 

every family at Bethlehem is prayed for regularly. We invite 

you to join us in encouragement and intercession, praying for 

our brothers and sisters in Christ each week. 
 

“…Pray for  
each other.” 
James 5:16 



Please remember these families in your prayers this week: 

• Wells – Gregg, Mary 

• Whittaker – Christopher   

• Young – Jesse, Jaxx  
 

May the Lord bless and strengthen them in faith and life. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This Week’s Schedule 

January 11 – January 18 
 

 

 

 Today: The Baptism of Our Lord  
 

 9:00 AM  Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 

 10:15 AM  Divine Worship: Setting I with Holy Communion 

   Baptism of Rylee Anne Molitor 
 
 

   Acolyte:  Taylor Hinze 
 

    Crucifer: Wyatt Schramme 
 

    Greeter: Pauline Kettler 
 

   Ushers: Delwin Gaskamp  Kevin Goessler  

   Connor Gresham Ryan Gresham 
 
 

  11:30 AM  Shekel Store  
 

 

  Tuesday:  
 

  7:00 PM  LWML Meeting  
  
 

 

 Wednesday: 

 8:30 AM  Sonshine  
 

  

  

 4:30 PM  Confirmation Class 7th/8th Grades   

 

  

 

 7:00 PM    Church Council Meeting 

   

 

 



  Thursday:   
. 

   6:30 PM   Women’s Bible Study 

 
 

  Next Sunday:  Sanctity of Life Sunday  
 

   9:00 AM    Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 

 10:15 AM   Divine Worship: Setting I with Communion 
 

     Acolyte:  Kinsley Haferkamp 
 

     Crucifer: Dillion Nowicki 
 

    Greeter: Theresa Kettler    

    Ushers: Stanley Haferkamp   David Hodge 

     Kevin Harrington   Keith Huber      

Serving in January:   Elder – Clinton Kettler / Trustee – Doyle Dahmann 
 

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the 

church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee. 

 

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God by Kathy Molitor in honor of 

Rylee Anne Molitor’s baptism and in remembrance of Larry Molitor’s birthday. 
 

 

3rd Annual Quiz Night to Support the Youth League 

Summer Trip 

 

The Bethlehem Lutheran Church Youth League, in 

conjunction with the Grace Lutheran Church Youth League 

of Brenham, would like to invite you to the 3rd Annual Quiz 

Night on Friday, February 20th, at the Sons of Hermann 

hall in Brenham, from 5:30 to 9:00 pm. The evening 

consists of 10 rounds of trivia. Questions are answered by 

teams, and after each round, team standings are announced. 

Each team consists of six members; please RSVP to Pastor 

Krieg (pastorkrieg@bethlehemwmpenn.org) with your team 

by February 15th. Each round will have a different focus to 

test your overall trivia knowledge. Prizes are awarded to the 

winners throughout the night.  At the end of the evening, a 

Quiz Night Champion is crowned. Will your team be proven 

the smartest in Washington County? Will the trophy stay here 

at Bethlehem or will Grace take it home? Sign up to find out! 
 

mailto:pastorkrieg@bethlehemwmpenn.org


 

Soup for the Group Fundraiser – February 8 

Please join us after church on Sunday, February 8, for Soup 

for the Group, a fundraiser hosted by our Youth League. Warm 

up with a bowl of homemade tortilla soup and enjoy fellowship 

while supporting our youth and their upcoming activities. 

Freewill donations will be accepted, with all proceeds going 

directly to the Youth League. Come hungry, stay awhile, or take 

a bowl to go, and help encourage our young people in Christ! 
 

 

 

 

Contribution Statements for 2025 are ready for pick up in the 

Parish Hall. Contact Jackie Kankel if you have any questions. 
 

 

 

January 11 (Baptism of our Lord) – Jesus 

was baptized to “fulfill all righteousness” 

(Matthew 3:15), that all whom God created and 

gave breath to (Isaiah 42:5) might be baptized 

into His death and resurrection and have 

everlasting life (Romans 6:4-5). Living in that 

new life in Christ and dying to sin (Romans 6:7-8) means that we are to cherish all 

life the way God does, caring about our neighbor’s physical life and wellbeing, as 

well as their everlasting life in Christ. 
 

Sunday School Corner 
In our Winter unit, we continue our study of the New 

Testament, beginning with the account of Mary and 

Martha and continuing through Jesus appearing to 

Thomas. This morning, the kids studied the lesson “A 

Resurrection Sign – Jesus Raises Lazarus.” Mary and 

Martha’s brother, Lazarus, falls seriously ill. When word 

of his illness comes to Jesus, He delays two days, assuring 

His disciples the disease would not lead to death but to 

God’s glory. Despite death threats, Jesus reassures the 

disciples when deciding to return to Judea. They set out for Bethany, arriving four 

days after Lazarus is placed in the tomb. Jesus tells Martha that He is the resurrection 

and the life, as she boldly confesses, “I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of 

God” (v. 27). Deeply moved by their grief, Jesus calls Lazarus back to life. To 

reinforce this lesson with your kids, as a family, discuss: Mary and Martha react 



differently to their brother’s death. Martha shows great faith in Jesus, and Mary 

struggles a little more with her grief. Jesus gives them the words of comfort they 

need. (Read John 11:21–32.) How do we react when someone we love dies? Do some 

people react differently? What are some words of comfort we can share with someone 

when they are dealing with the death of a loved one? Some churches are named 

Resurrection. Why is this a good name for a church? Also, parents, you can join 

Pastor Krieg in the adult Sunday School class. See you next week! 

 

High School Lesson 
Our High School Sunday School class is beginning a new study series using Not-So-

Nice Bible Stories: Master Criminals. In this engaging and thought-provoking study, 

students will explore the stories of some of Scripture’s most notorious wrongdoers, 

and discover how God’s mercy and grace still shine through even the darkest human 

deeds. Each lesson points us to Christ, who took the punishment for all sin upon 

Himself and gives us forgiveness, life, and salvation. Join us as we dig into God’s 

Word, wrestle with tough questions, and see how even “master criminals” reveal our 

need for the one true Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

Lesson 5 – Flirt Like an Egyptian (Genesis 39) 
 

In this week’s lesson, our High School class explored Joseph’s encounter with 

Potiphar’s wife in “Flirt Like an Egyptian.” Students looked at how temptation, false 

accusation, and injustice played out in Joseph’s life, and how God remained with him 

through it all. Even when Joseph suffered for doing what was right, the Lord 

preserved him and worked through his trials for a greater purpose. We discussed how 

Christ, too, was falsely accused and unjustly condemned, yet through His suffering 

brought about our salvation. Joseph’s story points us to the One who is with us in 

every trial and who turns even evil intentions toward His saving plan. 
 

 

Adult Sunday School Lesson 
 

St. Paul’s letter to the Romans is often called the 

“chief part of the New Testament.” Romans clearly 

lays out the heart of the Christian faith: we are 

justified by grace alone through faith alone on account 

of Christ alone. In this rich epistle, Paul teaches on sin 

and righteousness, law and Gospel, baptism, the 

struggle against the old Adam, and life lived in the freedom of the Gospel. Whether 

you’ve been attending or have yet to join us, this is a wonderful time to dig into God’s 

Word together and grow in our understanding of His mercy in Christ. Come and be 



strengthened in the faith that saves and learn how the Gospel shapes our daily lives. 

We look forward to studying this treasure of Scripture with you! If you could not 

attend today, please join us next Sunday during the Adult Bible Study hour before 

church, starting at 9 a.m. Now is the time to commit yourself to a deeper and more 

meaningful understanding of God’s Word and your relationship with Him. I hope to 

see you all next Sunday as we continue our studies. 

 

 

Online Giving 

You may give tithes and offerings online by clicking the  

“Give” tab on our website (https://www.bethlehemwmpenn.org/),  

or just scan the QR code to the left. 

 

Last Week at Bethlehem 

DATE SERVICE ATTENDANCE GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL 

Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve 

Worship Service 

43 $1,067.00 

    Marie Schwartz Memorial $100.00 

    Special Mission Offering    $250.00 

Jan. 4 Sunday School 

Youth Bible Class       

Adult Bible Class 

11 

2 

29 

$44.00 

 

Jan. 4 Worship Service 112 $5,449.13   
 

 

 

 


