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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 2 E
August 31, 2025 — 10:15 AM : i
Divine Service: Setting [ with Holy Communion % m 7

=2 &
Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 151-166 Representing God's Love

To our Congregation,
Community, and the World

Pre-Service Music

August Bible Verse
Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another that you may
be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.
James 5:16

Our Mission Statement
Representing God’s Love to Our Congregation, Community, and the World!

COMMUNION STATEMENT

In Light of 1 Cor. 11:23-26, Bethlehem Lutheran Church maintains the

historical practice of “closed” communion in the belief that the

Sacrament requires faith in Christ’s words that His body and blood are truly

present. Furthermore, participation in the Sacrament is a sign of our unity in

the faith with all those who join us at the altar. For that reason, we ask that
those visitors desiring to commune be members in good standing of a congregation of the
LCMS and speak to the pastor or an elder before the beginning of the service. Our denial of
admission to those who are members of another confession is not a judgment upon their faith
but a recognition that we hold to different confessions concerning God, salvation, and the
Sacrament itself. Such individuals are invited to speak with the pastor following the service.

Ringing of the Church Bell

ENTRANCE HYMN
Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng LSB 813
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1 Re - joice, O pil - grim throng! Re - joice, give
2 With voice as full and strong As 0o - cean’s
3 With  all the an - gel choirs, With  all the

4 Yet on and on - ward still, With hymn  and



Gre—— ' —

) a—
thanks, and sing; Your fes - tal ban - ner
surg - ing praise, Send forth the stur - dy
saints on earth Pour out the strains of
chant and song, Through gate and porch and
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wave on high,  The Cross of Christ your king.
hymns of old, The psalms  of an - cient days.
joy and bliss, True rap - ture, no - blest mirth.
col - umned aisle The hal - lowed path - ways throng.
Refrain
!
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Re-joice, give thanks, and sing!
5 Still lift your standard high, The pilgrims find their home at last,
Still march in firm array, Jerusalem the blest. Refrain
As pilgrims through the darkness
wend A7 Praise Him who reigns on high,
Till dawns the golden day. Refrain The Lord whom we adore:
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
6 At last the march shall end; One God forevermore. Refrain

The wearied ones shall rest;

Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-91, alt.Tune: Arthur H. Messiter, 1834—1916Text and tune: Public domain

Sing Praises

Stand.

Invocation

[P) In the name of the Father and of the *}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION LSB 151
[P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

[P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

[P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT Psalm 75:1-2, 6, 9; antiphon: v. 7

It 1s God who executes judgment,
putting down one and lifting up another.
We give thanks to you, O God; we give thanks, for your name is near.
We recount your wondrous deeds.
At the set time that I appoint
I will judge with equity.
For not from the east or from the west
and not from the wilderness comes lifting up.
But I will declare it forever;
I will sing praises to the God of Jacob.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
It is God who executes judgment,
putting down one and lifting up another.




KYRIE LSB 152
[P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

[P) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

[P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
[P) For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let
us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
[P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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A - men.

HYMN OF PRAISE

This Is the Feast LSB 155
A 4 Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al -le - lu - ia.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon -or, glo - ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb who was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refiain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Sranza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev-er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain
A 4 Final Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al-le - Iu - ia.
COLLECT OF THE DAY
[P) The Lord be with you.
n |
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And al - so with you.
[P) Let us pray.

O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures You have stored up
for us in heaven, that we may never despair but always rejoice and be
thankful for the riches of Your grace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen

Sit.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Proverbs 25:2-10

’Tt is the glory of God to conceal things,
but the glory of kings is to search things out.



3As the heavens for height, and the earth for depth,
so the heart of kings is unsearchable.
“Take away the dross from the silver,
and the smith has material for a vessel;
Stake away the wicked from the presence of the king,
and his throne will be established in righteousness.
°Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence
or stand in the place of the great,
"for it is better to be told, “Come up here,”
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.
What your eyes have seen
8do not hastily bring into court,
for what will you do in the end,
when your neighbor puts you to shame?
? Argue your case with your neighbor himself,
and do not reveal another’s secret,
10]est he who hears you bring shame upon you,
and your ill repute have no end.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Hebrews 13:1-17
Let brotherly love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers,

for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. *Remember those who are in
prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you
also are in the body. “Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the
marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and
adulterous. Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you
have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” °So we can
confidently say,

“The Lord is my helper;
I will not fear;
what can man do to me?”

"Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider
the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever. °Do not be led away by diverse and strange
teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods,



which have not benefited those devoted to them. '®We have an altar from which
those who serve the tent have no right to eat. 'For the bodies of those animals
whose blood is brought into the holy places by the high priest as a sacrifice for sin
are burned outside the camp. 2So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to
sanctify the people through his own blood. 3Therefore let us go to him outside the
camp and bear the reproach he endured. "*For here we have no lasting city, but we
seek the city that is to come. '*Through him then let us continually offer up a
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. Do
not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing
to God.

7Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your
souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not
with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand.
COMMON ALLELUIA LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 14:1-14
[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the Fourteenth chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

!One Sabbath, when [Jesus] went to dine at the house of a ruler of the
Pharisees, they were watching him carefully. 2And behold, there was a man before
him who had dropsy. *And Jesus responded to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying,
“Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” “But they remained silent. Then he
took him and healed him and sent him away. >And he said to them, “Which of you,
having a son or an ox that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not
immediately pull him out?” ®And they could not reply to these things.



"Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how they
chose the places of honor, saying to them, 3“When you are invited by someone to
a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest someone more
distinguished than you be invited by him, *and he who invited you both will come
and say to you, ‘Give your place to this person,’ and then you will begin with
shame to take the lowest place. °But when you are invited, go and sit in the
lowest place, so that when your host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up
higher.” Then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at table with you.
HFor everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself
will be exalted.”

2He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a
banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich
neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. *But when you
give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, *and you will be
blessed, because they cannot repay you. You will be repaid at the resurrection of
the just.”

[f']1 This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED LSB 158
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.




He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY
Son of God, Eternal Savior LSB 842
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1 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav -ior, Source of life and
2 As You, Lord, have lived for oth - ers, So may we for
3 Come, O Christ, and reign a - mong us, King of love and
4 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav -1or, Source of life and
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truth  and grace, Word made flesh, whose birth a - mong us
oth - ers live. Free - ly have Your gifts been grant - ed;
Prince of Peace; Hush the storm of strife and  pas - sion,
truth and grace, Word made flesh, whose birth a - mong us
oF — = ~ — |
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Hal -lows all our hu - man race, You our Head, who, throned in
Free-ly may Your ser - vants give. Yours the gold and Yours the
Bid its cru-el dis - cords cease. By  Your pa - tient years of
Hal -lows all our hu - man race: By  Your pray-ing, by Your
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glo -ry, For Your own will ev - er plead: Fill us with Your
sil - ver, Yours the wealth of land and sea; We but stew-ards

toil - ing, By Your si - lent hours of pain, Quench our fe- vered
will - ing That Your peo - ple should be one, Grant, O grant our
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love and pit - y, Heal our wrongs, and help our need.
of Your boun - ty Held in sol - emn trust will be.
thirst  of plea - sure, Stem our self - ish greed of  gain.
hope’s fru - 1 - tion: Here on earth Your will be done.

Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855-1932, alt.Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contredansen, c. 1710, AmsterdamText and tune: Public domain

SERMON
“The Great Reversal” — Luke 14:1-14
Stand.
OFFERTORY LSB 159
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What shall T ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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me? I will of - fer thesac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
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va - tion and will call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.



OFFERING PRAYER

Sit.
OFFERING
Stand.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE LSB 160
(P) The Lord be with you.
)
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And al - so with you.
[P) Lift up your hearts.
n
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We lift them to the Lord.
[P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It thanks

[P) It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

is right to give Him and praise.

san-na.

Ho - san - na in the

high - est.

—
Bless-ed is He who

SANCTUS LSB 161
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n Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161
[P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to
bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood
on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord,
to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER LSB 162
[P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be Thy name, who trespass against us;
Thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
Thy will be done on earth but deliver us from evil.
as it is in heaven; For Thine is the kingdom
give us this day our daily bread; and the power and the glory
and forgive us our trespasses forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 162

[P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My I« blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”



PAX DOMINI LSB 163
[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
o)
—
A - men.
AGNUS DEI LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
f) . — . .
i — — i i ] I
%By—d Y — o ©® ® o o =
v
sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit.
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness LSB 636
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1 Soul, a - dom your - self with glad - ness, Leave the
2 Has - ten as a bride to meet Him, And with
3 He who  craves a pre - cious trea - sure Nei - ther
4 Now in faith I hum - bly pon - der O - ver
n H ]
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gloom-y haunts of sad-ness, Come in - to the day-light’s
lov - ing rev - ‘rence greet Him. For with words of life im -
cost  nor pain will mea - sure; But the price-less gifts of
this sur - pass - ing won - der That the bread of life is
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splen - dor, There with joy  your prais - es ren - der
mor - tal He is  knock - ing at your por - tal
heav - en God to us has free - ly giv - en
bound-less Though the souls it feeds are count - less:
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Bless the One whose grace un-bound - ed  This a - maz - ing
O - pen wide the gates be-fore Him, Say - ing, as you
Though the wealth of earth were prof - fered, None could buy the
With  the choic-est wine of heav - en  Christ’s own blood to
4 | .
I
ban - quet found - ed; He, though heav’'n-ly, high, and
there a - dore Him: Grant, Lord, that I now re -
gifts here of - fered: Christ’s true bod -y, for you
us is giv - en Oh, most glo - rious con - SO -
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ho - ly, Deigns to dwell with you most low - ly.
ceive  You, That I nev - er - more will leave You.
riv - en, And His  blood, for you once giv - en.
la - tion, Pledge and seal of my sal - va - tion!

W

Jesus, source of lasting pleasure,
Truest friend, and dearest treasure,
Peace beyond all understanding,
Joy into all life expanding:
Humbly now, I bow before You;
Love incarnate, I adore You;
Worthily let me receive You
And, so favored, never leave You.

6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor,
Jesus, friend of friends, most tender,
Jesus, joy of my desiring,
Fount of life, my soul inspiring:
At Your feet I cry, my maker,
Let me be a fit partaker
Of this blesseéd food from heaven,
For our good, Your glory, given.

7  Lord, by love and mercy driven,

You once left Your throne in heaven
On the cross for me to languish
And to die in bitter anguish,

To forego all joy and gladness

And to shed Your blood in sadness.
By this blood redeemed and living,
Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving.

8 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You,

Let me gladly here obey You.
By Your love I am invited,
Be Your love with love requited;

By this Supper let me measure,

Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure.
Through the gift of grace You give me
As Your guest in heav’n receive me.

Text: Johann Franck, 1618—77; (sts. 1, 4-5): tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978;(sts. 2-3, 6-8): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. Tune: Johann
Criiger, 1598-1662Text (sts. 1, 4-5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 Text (sts. 2-3, 6-8) and

tune: Public domainven’s Angel5 Not for Tongues of Hea




Not for Tongues of Heaven'’s Angels LSB 695
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1 Not for tongues of heav-en’s an - gels, Not for wis-dom to dis -

2 Love is hum - ble, love is gen -tle, Love i1s ten-der, true, and

3 Nev-er jeal - ous, nev-er self-ish, Love will not re-joice in

4 In the day this world is fad - ing Faith and hope will play their
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cern, Not for faith that mas-ters moun - tains, For this
kind; Love 1s gra - cious, ev - er pa - tient, Gen - er -
wrong; Nev - er boast - ful nor re - sent - ful, Love be-
part; But when Christ s seen in glo - 1y Love shall
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bet - ter gift we yearn: May love be  ours, O Lord.
ous  of heart and mind: May love be  ours, O Lord.
lieves and suf - fers long: May love be  ours, O Lord.
reign in ev - ‘ry heart: May love be  ours, O Lord.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024Tune: Peter W. Cutts, 1937-2024Text: © 1985 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110005013 Tune: © 1969 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 1100050

Christ Is Surely Coming LSB 509
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1 Christ is sure - ly com - ing Bring - ing His re - ward,
2 See the ho - ly «cit - y! There they en-ter in,
3 Grace be with God’s peo - ple! Praise His ho - ly name!
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Al - pha and O - me - ga, First and Last and Lord:
All by Christ made ho - ly, Washed from ev - ry sin:
Fa - ther, Son, and Spir - it, Ev - er-more the same;
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Root and Stem of Da - wvid, Bril - liant Morn - ing Star;
Thirst-y ones, de - sir - ing All He loves to give,

Hear the «cer - tain prom - ise From thee - ter - nal home:
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Meet your Judge and Sav -ior, Na - tions near and far!
Come for liv - ing wa - ter, Free - ly drink, and live!
“Sure - ly I come quick-ly! Come, Lord Je - sus, come!”

Text: © 1980 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 Tune: Public domain
Jesus Comes Today with Healing LSB 620
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1 Je - sus comes to - day with heal -ing, Knock-ing at my
2 Christ Him - self, the priest pre - sid - ing, Yet in bread and
3 Un - der bread and wine, though low - ly, I re - ceive the
4 God de - scends with heav’n - ly pow - er, Gives Him - self to
f)
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door, ap - peal-ing, Of - f’ring par - don, grace, and peace.
wine a - bid - ing In this ho - ly sac - ra - ment,
Sav - ior ho - ly, Blood and bod - Yy, giv’n for me,
me this hour In this or - di - nar - y  sign.

Gk —— _———— —
He Him - self makes prep - a - ra - tion, And I  hear His
Gives the bread of life, once bro-ken, And the cup, the
Ver - y Lamb of God from heav-en, Who to bit - ter
On my tongue His pledge re - ceiv -ing, I ac - cept His

f) .
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in - vi - ta - tionn “Come and taste the bless - ed feast.”
pre - cious to - ken Of His sa - cred cov - € - nant.
death was giv - en, Hung wup - on the curs - ed tree.
grace, be - liev - ing That I taste His love di - vine.

5 Let me praise God’s boundless 6 Now have I found consolation,

favor,

Whose own feast of love I savor,
Bidden by His gracious call.

Wedding garments He provides me,

With a robe of white He hides me,
Fits me for the royal hall.

Text: Heinrich Puchta, 1808-58; tr. David W. Rogner, 1960Tune: Johann Lohner, 1645-1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar Konig, 1691-1758 Text: © David W.

Comfort in my tribulation,

Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013 Tune: Public domain

Balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev’ry terror,
Cleanses me from sin and error,

Makes my wounded spirit whole.



Stand.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

Thank the Lord LSB 164
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-'ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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" He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
P — ' |
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT LSB 166

[P) Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION LSB 166
[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
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Sit.



CLOSING HYMN

God of Grace and God of Glory LSB 850
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, On Your peo - ple
2 Lo, the hosts of e - wvil round us Scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure Your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; Bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion To the e - vils
%n — | i . —
o | ' | o
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pour Your pow’r; Crown Your an - cient Church’s sto - ry;
sail His ways! From the fears that long have bound us
Your con - trol; Shame our wan - ton, self - ish  glad-ness,
we de - plore; Let the gift of Your sal - va - tion
f) . \
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Bring its  bud to glo - rious flow’r. Grant us wis - dom,
Free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis - dom,
Rich in things and poor in  soul Grant us wis - dom,
Be our glo - ry ev - er - more. Grant us wis - dom,
I | —
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grant us cour - age For the fac - ing of this
grant us cour - age For the liv - ing of  these
grant us cour - age Lest we miss Your king - dom’s
grant us cour - age, Serv. - ing You whom we a -
f)
At o . ' !
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hour, For the fac - ing of this  hour.
days, For the liv - ing of these days.
goal, Lest we miss Your  king - dom’s goal.
dore, Serv - ing You whom we a - dore.

Text: Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1878—1969 Tune: John Hughes, 1873—-1932Text and tune: Public domain
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* FOR WORSHIPPING WITH US

4
A

POSTLUDE

Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church,

where we worship in the name of the crucified
and risen Lamb of God, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Blessings to you as you worship with us today.



Bethlehem Lutheran Church and thanksgiving to Him

for 165 years of faithful pastors and members, for Tom

Pra , . om

Hayden’s recovery after surgery and continued healing;

/\/ for Adeline Platt’s health; for health and healing for

Lathel Norris; for Milton Schwartz, Blake Powers, Edith Erwin, and Deloris Griffin;

for our shut-in members: Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, Lathel Norris, Elvera
Schroeder, and others who are unable to come to church

Community: may our Lord continue to deliver to us favorable weather; for Brenham
Pregnancy Center and those whose lives they touch; Faith Mission; families and
individuals cared for by Child Protective Services

World: for all those suffering through war, may God watch over and protect His
children, and by His Holy Spirit, may they all come to know Christ as their Savior
and thus enjoy eternity with Him, for those who have been led astray into false belief;
for those facing crisis pregnancies, that they would find the strength to choose life for
their unborn child; for the leaders of the nations, that they would make godly
decisions for their people and countries

Congregation: For God’s continued blessings on
T O%rm

Bethlehem at Prayer

Prayer is a vital part of our life together in Christ. To that end,

T ‘{}/for r‘T Bethlehnem at Prayer is a means to encourage more
eack other.” |||\ intentional prayer for one another. This is an opportunity for
us to support one another in faith, lifting up each household
by name before our gracious God. While members can
always request prayers at any time, this effort ensures that
every family at Bethlehem is prayed for regularly. We invite
you to join us in encouragement and intercession, praying for

- our brothers and sisters in Christ each week

Please remember these families in your prayers this week:
Baichtal — Judy
Bentke — Roger
Holle — Waldo
Holle — Jason, Kaitlyn
Molitor — Paul, Renea, Emmett, Beckett, Rylee
Moore — Thelma
May the Lord bless and strengthen them in faith and life.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

165" Anmversarv Celebmtton

Toe o:3%s September 7, 2025, we will be celebrating the
oo’ * e . 165" Anniversary of the church. A meal will
oo % o’ ,® % be served in the Parish Hall following the
s 3 Gowrch (el L ,
. . ., ge service. Ladies, if you would please bring
».ANNIVERSARY , .
: your favorite dessert to share with the
é. @' congregation and guests. Please come and
‘,' o ° 0.2 ‘.‘ join us as we celebrate this glorious day.

Men’s Club monthly breakfast is this Saturday, September 6, at 7:30 a.m. in the
' ! Parish Hall. All men of the congregation are invited to
attend. Breakfast will be served, with fellowship and Bible

study to follow. Men of the congregation, this is your
opportunity to be involved in your congregation, bond
as brothers in Christ, and be fed, both in body and Spirit. So, mark El 2
your calendars and bring your appetites! Please RSVP with the OR I,
code or go to the Men’s Club page on the church website to sign up.
We need to know how much food to prepare.

This Week’s Schedule
August 31 — September 7

Today: The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 AM Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:15 AM Divine Worship: Setting I with Holy Communion
Acolyte: Harlee Puckett
Ushers: Caleb Klussmann  Corey Klussmann
Wayne Klussmann Don Koester
Wednesday: 6:00 PM Life with God—New Member Class
Next Sunday: 165" Anniversary Service
9:00 AM Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:15 AM Divine Worship: Setting I with Holy Communion
Acolyte: Taylor Nowicki
Crucifer: Norman Krieg
Ushers: Billy Ashorn Brian Ashorn
Blane Ashorn Westin Ashorn

Serving in August: Elder - Clinton Kettler/Trustee - Kevin Harrington



If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the
church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee.

LMD Wb L,

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by the parents of Tessa Medve
for her fifth birthday.

Life with God New Member Class continues this Wednesday

w Our adult information class covers the most important
| teachings of the Bible as they are believed, taught, and
confessed here at Bethlehem, designed for anyone
considering membership, new members, or any member of
the congregation who would like a thorough review of basic
Biblical doctrine. Mark your calendar to join us Wednesdays from 6 to 7:30 pm.
Classes are weekly, 10-12 sessions.

Life Thoughts from Lutherans for Life

LUTHERANS| L,

gust 31 — Pentecost XII (Proper 17C) — God
FOR LIFE in His glory disguises the sanctity of life so that we
may know the joy of finding it (Proverbs 25:2). Great delight awaits those who
search beyond appearances, behind ages, beneath abilities to receive every neighbor
as a blessing. May we with both lips and fingers reach into sin’s hiding places to
pull sons and daughters out (Luke 14:5).

3tm¢2§/ dchioo Gorner

This summer, your students will explore biblical accounts
r Tam that teach the biblical truths found in the Means of Grace:

%“‘%‘th God’s Word and the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy
:{,nd Communion. The final lesson in this unit 1s “Timothy Lives
/ng;? as God’s child. Students learned how God strengthens their

theTod

b .

_ “How does God bless you through faithful parents?” How
can you share that blessing with future generations?”
Additionally, parents, you are welcome to join Pastor Krieg in the adult Sunday
School class. See you next week

faith through the Lord’s Supper and helps them live as His
children. As you review the lesson, consider discussing




HHigh School Losson

The high school youth have begun a new study are focused on the Word of God. This
study will help the kids gain a better understanding of the accuracy and reliability of
the text we use today as the inspired Word of God. Over the next nine lessons the
students will focus on:
e Jesus Christ: The Center of the Bible
The Holy Scriptures — God’s Word
The Canon — God Preserves His True Word
Understanding God’s Word
Figurative Language — The Richness of Scripture
Bringing the Good News of Salvation in a Magnificent Way
e Recognizing False Teaching
e Bible Translations

Today, our high school class studied the lesson, Figurative Language — The Richness
of Scripture. This lesson focuses on how God desires His Word to speak to our heads
and to our hearts. The figurative language used in Scripture helps to accomplish this
and adds to our understanding of our great God and of His saving love for us.

Adiult 3&41:&{}/ Sckool Lesson

St. Paul’s letter to the Romans is often called the

the book of

—EM AN—S “chief part of the New Testament.” Romans clearly
lays out the heart of the Christian faith: we are

justified by grace alone through faith alone on account
of Christ alone. In this rich epistle, Paul teaches on sin
e and righteousness, law and Gospel, baptism, the
struggle against the old Adam, and life lived in the freedom of the Gospel. Whether
you’ve been attending or have yet to join us, this is a wonderful time to dig into God’s
Word together and grow in our understanding of His mercy in Christ. Come and be
strengthened in the faith that saves and learn how the Gospel shapes our daily lives.
We look forward to studying this treasure of Scripture with you! If you could not
attend today, please join us next Sunday during the Adult Bible Study hour before
church, starting at 9 a.m. Now is the time to commit yourself to a deeper and more
meaningful understanding of God’s Word and your relationship with Him. I hope to
see you all next Sunday as we continue our studies.

:‘\l.




Online Giving

- 'You may give tithes and offerings online by clicking the

: “Give” tab on our website (https://www.bethlehemwmpenn.org/),
&Y or scan the QR code to the left.

Last Week at Bethlehem

DATE SERVICE ATTENDANCE | GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL
Aug.24 | Sunday School 17 $38.35

Youth Bible Class | 1
Adult Bible Class | 18

Aug. 24 | Worship Service | 140 General Fund: $6,239.23
Memorials James Schoenemann $245.00



