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Divine Service: Setting Il with Holy Communion % |m| £
Order of Service: Lutheran Service Book, pp 184-202 ot Comronation.
Pre-Service Music Community, and the World

August Bible Verse
Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another that you may
be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.
James 5:16

Our Mission Statement
Representing God’s Love to Our Congregation, Community, and the World!

COMMUNION STATEMENT

In Light of 1 Cor. 11:23-26, Bethlehem Lutheran Church maintains the

historical practice of “closed” communion in the belief that the

Sacrament requires faith in Christ’s words that His body and blood are

truly present. Furthermore, participation in the Sacrament is a sign of
our unity in the faith with all those who join us at the altar. For that reason, we ask that
those visitors desiring to commune be members in good standing of a congregation of the
LCMS and speak to the pastor or an elder before the beginning of the service. Our denial
of admission to those who are members of another confession is not a judgment upon
their faith but a recognition that we hold to different confessions concerning God,
salvation, and the Sacrament itself. Such individuals are invited to speak with the pastor
following the service.

Ringing of the Church Bell

ENTRANCE HYMN
O God of Light LSB 836
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10 God of light, Your Word, a lamp un - fail - ing,
2 From days of old, through blind and will-ful a - ges,
3 Un-dimmed by time, those words are still re - veal - ing
4 To all the world Your  sum-mons You are send - ing,
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And show Your grace, Your plan for wus un - veil - ing,
And spoke through saints, a - pos-tles, proph-ets, sa - ges,
And quest - ing spir - its, long-ing for Your heal - ing,
That myr - iad tongues, in one great an -them blend - ing,
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And guide our foot-steps to  the per - fect day.
Who wrote with ea - ger or re - luc - tant pen.
See Your com - pas - sion in  the Sav - ior’s face.
May praise and cel - e - brate Your  gift of grace.

Text: Sarah E. Taylor, 1883—1954, alt. Tune: H. Barrie Cabena, 1933. Text: © 1952, renewed 1980 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013. Tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013

Stand

INVOCATION LSB 184
[P) In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION LSB 184

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ

to grant us forgiveness.

[P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

[P) I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

[P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

[P) Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT Psalm 55:1, 12—14, 16, antiphon: v. 22

Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sustain you;
he will never permit the righteous to be moved.
Give ear to my prayer, O God,
and hide not yourself from my plea for mercy!
For it is not an enemy who taunts me—then I could bear it;
it is not an adversary who deals insolently with me—then I could hide
from him.
But it is you, a man, my equal,
my companion, my familiar friend.
We used to take sweet counsel together;
within God’s house we walked in the throng.
But I call to God,
and the LORD will save me.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sustain you;
he will never permit the righteous to be moved.

GLORIA PATRI LSB 186
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Glo-ry be tothe Fa-ther andto the Son  and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
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25
@ d & =
e

on us. Lord, have mer - Cy up - on us.



HYMN OF PRAISE

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187
[P) Glory be to God on High,
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for  Thy great glory.
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O Lord God, heav’n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
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" O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus  Christ;
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
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that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
[P) The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

(P) Let us pray.

Merciful Lord, cleanse and defend Your Church by the sacrifice of
Christ. United with Him in Holy Baptism, give us grace to receive with
thanksgiving the fruits of His redeeming work and daily follow in His
way; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Sit.
OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 23:16-29
16Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who
prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own minds,
not from the mouth of the LORD. !"They say continually to those who despise the
word of the LORD, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to everyone who stubbornly
follows his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster shall come upon you.’”

8For who among them has stood in the council of the LORD
to see and to hear his word,
or who has paid attention to his word and listened?
“Behold, the storm of the LORD!
Wrath has gone forth,
a whirling tempest;
it will burst upon the head of the wicked.
20The anger of the LORD will not turn back
until he has executed and accomplished
the intents of his heart.
In the latter days you will understand it clearly.

21T did not send the prophets, yet they ran;
I did not speak to them, yet they prophesied.
22But if they had stood in my council,
then they would have proclaimed my words to my people,



and they would have turned them from their evil way,
and from the evil of their deeds.

23“Am | a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God afar off? >*Can
a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the LORD. Do
I not fill heaven and earth? declares the LORD. 2°I have heard what the prophets have
said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, I have dreamed!’
2SHow long shall there be lies in the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies, and
who prophesy the deceit of their own heart, 2’who think to make my people forget
my name by their dreams that they tell one another, even as their fathers forgot my
name for Baal? 28Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let him who
has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat?
declares the LORD, ?°is not my word like fire, declares the LORD, and like a hammer
that breaks the rock in pieces?”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Hebrews 11:17—12:3
"By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had
received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, '%of whom it was
said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” He considered that God was
able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did
receive him back. 2°By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. 2'By
faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over
the head of his staff. 2By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the
exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones.
2By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his
parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of
the king’s edict. 2*By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the
son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 2>choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of
God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 2°He considered the reproach of
Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward.
2"By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as
seeing him who is invisible. 2By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood,
so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them.
2By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as if on dry land, but the Egyptians,
when they attempted to do the same, were drowned. 3°By faith the walls of Jericho
fell down after they had been encircled for seven days. 3'By faith Rahab the
prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had given a



friendly welcome to the spies.

32 And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak,
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— *who through faith
conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of
lions, 3*quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong
out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. >*>Women
received back their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept
release, so that they might rise again to a better life. 3*Others suffered mocking and
flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 3"They were stoned, they were sawn
in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and
goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 3%of whom the world was not worthy—
wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.

39And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what
was promised, “’since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us
they should not be made perfect.

ITherefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also
lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance
the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and
is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

3Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that
you may not grow weary or fainthearted.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA LSB 190
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Al-le - lu - ida. Al-le-lu - 1ia. Alle-1lu - ia.
HoLYy GOSPEL Luke 12:49-56
@nThe Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] “I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already



kindled! *°I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how great is my distress until it
is accomplished! >'Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell
you, but rather division. >For from now on in one house there will be five divided,
three against two and two against three. >*They will be divided, father against son
and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-
law.”

>*He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you say
at once, ‘A shower is coming.” And so it happens. >>And when you see the south
wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,” and it happens. >*You
hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do
you not know how to interpret the present time?”’

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

NICENE CREED LSB 191
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.



And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.
And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -« of the world to come. Amen.

Sit.
HYMN OF THE DAY
Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word LSB 655
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1 Lord, keep wus stead - fast in Your Word; Curb  those who
2 Lord Je - sus Christ, Your pow’r make known, For You are
30 Com - fort - er of price - less worth, Send peace and
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b de - ceit or sword Would wrest the king-dom from Your
Lord of lords a - lone; De - fend Your ho - ly Church that
u - ni -ty on earth Sup - port us in our fi - nal
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Son And bring to naught all He has done.
we May sing Your praise e - ter - nal - ly.
strife And lead us out of death to life.
Text and tune: Public domain
SERMON

Standing Where the Fire Has Been — Luke 12:49 - 56

Stand.




OFFERTORY LSB 192
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from me. Re - store un-to me the joy of Thy sal - va -
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.
OFFERING PRAYER
Sit.
OFFERING
Stand.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE LSB 194
[P) The Lord be with you.
=
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And with thy spir - it.
[P) Lift up your hearts.
0 \
o
We lift them up un - to the Lord.

[P) Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.
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It is meet and right so to  do.



[P) It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled
Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death,
even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal
death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 195
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord God of Sab - a-oth;
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heav’'n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho - san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless-edis He, bless-edis He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
THE LORD'S PRAYER LSB 196
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 197
[P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI LSB 197
[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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A - men.
AGNUS DEI LSB 198
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer -cyup-on us.
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O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

Sit.



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight LSB 720
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1 We walk by  faith and not by sight, No
2 We may not touch His hands and side, Nor
3 Help then, O Lord, our un - be - lief; And
4 For You, O res - ur - rect - ed Lord, Are
5 Lord, when our life of faith 1s done, In
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gra - cious words we  hear From Him who spoke  as
fol - low where He trod; But in His prom - ise
may our faith a - bound To call on You when
found iIn means di - vine: Be - neath the wa - ter
realms of clear - er  light We may be-hold You
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none e’er spoke, But we Dbe - lieve Him near.
we re - joice And cry “My Lord and God!”
You are near And seek where You are  found.
and the Word, Be - neath the bread and wine.
as You are, With full and end - less sight.

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-71, alt.. Tune: Marty Haugen, 1950. Text: Public domain. Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn

License no. 110005013

Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying LSB 516
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1 “Wake, a - wake, for night is fly - ing> The watch-men on the

2 Zi - on hears the watch-men sing - ing, And all her heart with

3 Now let all the heav’'ns a - dore Thee, Let saints and an - gels
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heights are cry - ing; “A - wake, Je - ru - sa-lem, a - rise!”
joy 1S spring - ing; She wakes, she ris - es from her gloom.
sing be - fore Thee With harp and cym-bals’ clear - est  tone.
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Mid - night hears the  wel-come voic - es  And at the thrill-ing
For her Lord comes down all - glo - rious, The strong in grace, in
Of one pearl each shin-ing por - tal, Where, join-ing with the
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cry  re-joic - es: “Oh,where are ye, ye vir - gins wise?
truth vic - to - rious; Her star is ris’n, her light 1S come.
choir im-mor - tal, We gath - er round Thy ra - diant throne.
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The Bride - groom comes, a-wake! Your lamps with glad - ness take!
Now come, Thou Bless-ed One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son,
No eye has  seen the light, No ear has heard the might
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Al - le-1lu - 1a!l With brid - al care Your-selves pre - pare
Hail! Ho-san - na! We en - ter all The wed - ding hall
Of Thy glo - ry; There-fore will we E - ter - nal - ly
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To meet the Bride-groom, who 1s near.”
To eat the Sup - per at Thy call.
Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee!
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 182778, alt. Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556—1608. Text and tune: Public domain
If God Himself Be for Me LSB 724
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1 If God Him-self be for me, I may a host de fy;

21 build on this foun - da - tion, That Je - sus and His blood

3 Christ Je - sus is my splen - dor, My sun, my light, a - lone;

4 He can - celed my of - fens - es, De - liv - ered me from death;
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For  when 1 pray, be - fore me My foes, con-found - ed, fly.
A - lone are my sal - va - tion, My true, e - ter - nal good.
Were He not my de-fend - er Be - fore God’s judg - ment throne,
He is the Lord who cleans - es My soul from sin through faith.
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If Christ, my head and mas - ter, Be - friend me from a - bove,
With - out Him all that pleas - es Is val - ue - less on earth;
I nev - er shouldfind fa - vor And mer-cy in His sight,
In Hm I can be cheer-ful, Cou - ra-geous on my way;
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What foe or what dis-as - ter Can drive me from His love?
The gifts I have from Je - sus A - lone have price-less worth.
But be de-stroyed for -ev - er As dark - ness by the light.
In Him I am not fear - ful Of God’s great Judg-ment Day.
5  For no one can condemn me 8  No danger, thirst, or hunger,
Or set my hope aside; No pain or poverty,
Now hell no more can claim me: No earthly tyrant’s anger
Its fury I deride. Shall ever vanquish me.
No sentence now reproves me, Though earth should break asunder,
No guilt destroys my peace; My fortress You shall be;
For Christ, my Savior, loves me No fire or sword or thunder
And shields me with His grace. Shall sever You from me.
6  Who clings with resolution 9  No angel and no gladness,
To Him whom Satan hates No throne, no pomp, no show,
Must look for persecution; No love, no hate, no sadness,
For him the burden waits No pain, no depth of woe,
Of mock’ry, shame, and losses No scheming, no contrivance,
Heaped on his blameless head; No subtle thing or great
A thousand plagues and crosses Shall draw me from Your guidance
Will be his daily bread. Nor from You separate.
7  From me this is not hidden, 10 My heart with joy is springing;

Yet I am not afraid;
I leave my cares, as bidden,
To whom my vows were paid.
Though life from me be taken
And ev’rything [ own,
I trust in You unshaken
And cleave to You alone.

I am no longer sad.
My soul is filled with singing;
Your sunshine makes me glad.
The sun that cheers my spirit
Is Jesus Christ, my King;
The heav’n I shall inherit
Makes me rejoice and sing.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; (sts. 1, 35, 10): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1907, Pittsburgh, alt.; (sts. 2, 6-9): tr. Richard Massie, 1800-87, alt. Tune:

Vierundzwanzig geistliche Lieder, 1609, Augsburg Text and tune: Public domain

| Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

LSB 411

o)
L i i i i
@ 2 z e ZE
J @ S
11 want to  walk as a child of the light.
21 want to see the  bright-ness of God.
3 'm look - ing for the com - ing  of Christ.
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I want to fol - low Je - sus.
I want to look at Je - sus.
I want to be with Je - sus.
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God set the stars give light the world.
Clear Sun of Righ - teous - ness, shine on my path,
When we have run with pa - tience the race,
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The star of my is Je - sus.
And show me  the to the Fa - ther.

We shall know the of Je - sus.

A Refrain .
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" In Him there is no dark - ness at all.
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The night and the are both like.
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The Lamb is the the cit - of God.
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Shine in my  heart, Lord

Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005013

Stand.
NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 199
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part ac-
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cord-ing to Thy word, mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
i
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peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry be to the Father and
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
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isnow, and ev-er shall be, world with - out end. A -men.
THANKSGIVING LSB 200
[P) O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.
[P) Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS LSB 201
[P) The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
(P) Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.



BENEDICTION LSB 202
[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
Sit.
CLOSING HYMN
God Has Spoken by His Prophet LSB 583
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1 God has spo-ken by His proph-ets, Spo - ken His un - chang - ing Word;
2 God has spo-ken by Christ Je - sus, Christ, the ev-er - last - ing Son,
3 God is speak-ing by His Spir - it, Speak-ing to our hearts a - gain,
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Each from age to age pro-claim-ing God, the one, the righ-teous Lord.
Bright-ness of the Fa-ther’s glo - ry, With the Fa-ther ev - er one;

In the age-less Word de - clar - ing His own mes-sage, now as then.
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In theworld’s de-spair and tur-moil, One firm an - chor holds us fast:
Spo - ken by the Word In - car-nate, God of God, be - fore time was;
Through the rise and fall of na-tions One sure faith yet stand-ing fast;
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God is king, His throne e - ter - nal; God the first, and God the last.
Light of Light, to earth de-scend-ing, He re-veals our God to us.
God a-bides, His Word un-chang-ing; God the first, and God the last.

Text: George W. Briggs, 1875-1959, alt. Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79 Text: © 1953, renewed 1981 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License
no. 110005013 Tune: Public domain

POSTLUDE
W %7/ Welcome to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, where we

| Zor wonsmppmc-; WiTH US| worship in the name of the crucified and risen Lamb
/ of God, Jesus Christ our Lord.




back or will soon start back to school. Guide and protect

7% them during these days that they may grow in the

] knowledge of God and the world that He has given us.

/\/ For Tom Hayden’s recovery after surgery and continued

healing; for Adeline Platt’s health; for health and healing for Lathel Norris; for Milton

Schwartz, Blake Powers, Edith Erwin, and Deloris Griffin; for our shut-in members:

Renee Brinkmann, Mildred Holle, Lathel Norris, James Schoenemann, Elvera
Schroeder, and others who are unable to come to church

Community: may our Lord continue to deliver to us favorable weather; for Brenham
Pregnancy Center and those whose lives they touch; Faith Mission; families and
individuals cared for by Child Protective Services

World: for all those suffering through war, may God watch over and protect His
children, and by His Holy Spirit, may they all come to know Christ as their Savior
and thus enjoy eternity with Him, for those who have been led astray into false belief;
for those facing crisis pregnancies, that they would find the strength to choose life for
their unborn child; for the leaders of the nations, that they would make godly
decisions for their people and countries

Congregation: For all the students who have started
T O%rm

Bethlehem at Prayer

Prayer is a vital part of our life together in Christ. To that end,

T ",}’f" i Bethlehem at Prayer is a means to encourage more

each other.” /4% intentional prayer for one another. This is an opportunity for

' us to support one another in faith, lifting up each household

by name before our gracious God. While members can

always request prayers at any time, this effort ensures that

every family at Bethlehem is prayed for regularly. We invite

you to join us in encouragement and intercession, praying for
our brothers and sisters in Christ each week.

Please remember these families in your prayers this week:
Ashorn — Jason, Wendy, Kaisen

Ashorn — Billy, Vickie

Hinze - Donna

Hinze — Tyler, Michael, Taylor

Minar - Bill

Molitor- Rick

May the Lord bless and strengthen them in faith and life.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Promotion Sunday
On Sunday, August 24, 2025, we will
celebrate Promotion Sunday to wrap up

our 2024-2025 Sunday School year.
Awards will be presented to Sunday PROMOTION

School students as they promote to the
next grade level. A fried chicken meal l
will be served after the church service. 3

RSVP by returning the insert in the

bulletin to the basket located in the

church narthex by today. There will be

water activities for Sunday School age children following the meal sponsored by the
Board of Education. At this time, the Board of Education is looking for Sunday
School teachers for the upcoming Sunday School year - September 2025 through
August 2026. The sign-up sheet is located in the Parish Hall.

This Week’s Schedule
August 17 — August 24

Today: Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 AM Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:15 AM Divine Worship: Setting III with Holy Communion
Acolyte: Wyatt Schramme
Ushers: Stanley Haferkamp Kevin Harrington
Craig Kankel Clinton Kettler
Wednesday: 6:00 PM Life with God—New Member Class
Next Sunday: St Bartholomew, Apostle
9:00 AM Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:15 AM Divine Worship: Setting I with Holy Communion
Acolyte: Rose Kettler
Ushers: Caleb Kettler Michael Kettler
Robert Kettler Matt Kettler

Serving in August: Elder - Clinton Kettler/Trustee - Kevin Harrington

If you have a question or thought concerning spiritual care or the
church property, please contact the appropriate elder or trustee.
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The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by Ann Koester

Life with God New Member Class continues this Wednesday

- Our adult information class covers the most important
. teachings of the Bible as they are believed, taught, and
confessed here at Bethlehem, designed for anyone
considering membership, new members, or any member of
the congregation who would like a thorough review of basic
Biblical doctrine. Mark your calendar to join us Wednesdays from 6 to 7:30 pm.
Classes are weekly 10-12 sessions.

Life Thoughts from Lutherans for Life

LUTHERANS ,,

gust 17 - Pentecost X (Proper 15C) -
FOR LIFE Proclaiming and practicing the Word of the Lord
doesn’t always make people glad (Luke 12:51-52). Discomfort and persecution come
with speaking truth and showing love (Hebrews 11:36-38). But Almighty God’s
insistence on the sanctity of every human life, though occasionally unpopular, always

brings precisely the community, fellowship, and belonging that we all need (Hebrews
12:1-2).

3tm¢2§/ dchioo Gorner

This summer, your students will explore biblical accounts
r Tam that teach the biblical truths found in the Means of Grace:

%“‘%‘th God’s Word and the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy

the'| tﬂ: 3 Communion. The biblical account “Jesus Gives the Lord’s
/ siys  Supper” served as the focus for Sunday School. The kids
thelont, learned that Jesus gives His true body in the Lord’s Supper.

o Consider discussing the lesson further. “Why is it important

_ that Jesus established the Lord’s Supper? What benefits do
we receive through the Lord’s Supper? Also, parents, you can

join Pastor Krieg in the adult Sunday School class. See you next week!

SUNDAY
SCHOOL



HHigh School Losson

The high school youth are continuing their study focused on the Word of God. This
study will help the kids gain a better understanding of the accuracy and reliability of
the text we use today as the inspired Word of God. Over the next nine lessons the
students will focus on:

e Jesus Christ: The Center of the Bible
The Holy Scriptures — God’s Word
The Canon — God Preserves His True Word
Understanding God’s Word
Figurative Language — The Richness of Scripture
Bringing the Good News of Salvation in a Magnificent Way

e Recognizing False Teaching

e Bible Translations
Today, our high school class studied the lesson, Figurative Language — The Richness
of Scripture. This lesson focuses on how God desires His Word to speak to our heads
and to our hearts. The figurative language used in Scripture helps to accomplish this
and adds to our understanding of our great God and of His saving love for us.

Adiult 3&41:&{}/ Sckool Lesson

St. Paul’s letter to the Romans is often called the
R O MAN S “chief part of the New Testament.” Romans clearly

lays out the heart of the Christian faith: we are
justified by grace alone through faith alone on
. account of Christ alone. In this rich epistle, Paul
| tcaches on sin and righteousness, law and Gospel,
baptism, the struggle against the old Adam, and life lived in the freedom of the
Gospel. Whether you’ve been attending or have yet to join us, this is a wonderful
time to dig into God’s Word together and grow in our understanding of His mercy in
Christ. Come and be strengthened in the faith that saves and learn how the Gospel
shapes our daily lives. We look forward to studying this treasure of Scripture with
you! If you could not attend today, please join us next Sunday during the Adult Bible
Study hour before church, starting at 9 a.m. Now is the time to commit yourself to a
deeper and more meaningful understanding of God’s Word and your relationship with
Him. I hope to see you all next Sunday as we continue our studies.
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Online Giving

- 'You may give tithes and offerings online by clicking the

: “Give” tab on our website (https://www.bethlehemwmpenn.org/),
or just scan the QR code to the left.

Last Week at Bethlehem
DATE SERVICE ATTENDANCE | GIFTS IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL
Aug.10 | Sunday School 14 $51.75

Youth Bible Class | 3
Adult Bible Class | 25

Aug. 10 | Worship Service | 105 General Fund: $3,748.70

Memorials
General & Grave Maintenance $250.00



