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Sacred Scripture for Reflection

Fishers of Men (Mark 1:14-22)

After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God: "This is the time of
fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel." As he passed by the Sea of
Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting their nets into the sea; they were fishermen. Jesus said
to them, "Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men." Then they abandoned their nets and followed
him. He walked along a little farther and saw James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They too were
in a boat mending their nets. Then he called them. So they left their father Zebedee in the boat along with the
hired men and followed him. Then they came to Capernaum, and on the sabbath he entered the synagogue
and taught. The people were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority and not as
the scribes.

I Am the Bread of Life (John 6: 26-69)

Jesus answered them and said, "Amen, amen, I say to you, you ate looking for me not because you saw signs
but because you ate the loaves and were filled. Do not work for food that perishes but for the food that
endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on him the Father, God, has set his seal." So
they said to him, "What can we do to accomplish the works of God?" Jesus answered and said to them, "This
is the wotk of God, that you believe in the one he sent." So they said to him, "What sign can you do, that we
may see and believe in you? What can you do? Our ancestors ate manna in the desert, as it is written: 'He gave
them bread from heaven to eat." So Jesus said to them, "Amen, amen, I say to you, it was not Moses who
gave the bread from heaven; my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that
which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world." So they said to him, "Sit, give us this bread
always."Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will never hunger, and whoever
believes in me will never thirst. But I told you that although you have seen (me), you do not believe.
Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and I will not reject anyone who comes to me, because
I came down from heaven not to do my own will but the will of the one who sent me. And this is the will of
the one who sent me, that I should not lose anything of what he gave me, but that I should raise it (on) the
last day. For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in him may have
eternal life, and I shall raise him (on) the last day." The Jews murmured about him because he said, "I am the
bread that came down from heaven," and they said, "Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph? Do we not know
his father and mother? Then how can he say, 'T have come down from heaven'?" Jesus answered and said to
them, "Stop murmuring among yourselves. No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draw him,
and I will raise him on the last day. It is written in the prophets: "They shall all be taught by God.' Evetryone
who listens to my Father and learns from him comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except the
one who is from God; he has seen the Father. Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. I
am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the desert, but they died; this is the bread that comes
down from heaven so that one may eat it and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven;
whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world."
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The Jews quarreled among themselves, saying, "How can this man give us (his) flesh to eat?" Jesus said to
them, "Amen, amen, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not
have life within you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the
last day. For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood
remains in me and I in him.Just as the living Father sent me and I have life because of the Father, so also the
one who feeds on me will have life because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven. Unlike
your ancestors who ate and still died, whoever eats this bread will live forever." These things he said while
teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. Then many of his disciples who were listening said, "This saying is
hard; who can accept it?" Since Jesus knew that his disciples were murmuring about this, he said to them,
"Does this shock you? What if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the
spirit that gives life, while the flesh is of no avail. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But there
are some of you who do not believe." Jesus knew from the beginning the ones who would not believe and the
one who would betray him. And he said, "For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless
it is granted him by my Father." As a result of this, many (of) his disciples returned to their former way of life
and no longer accompanied him. Jesus then said to the Twelve, "Do you also want to leave?" Simon Peter
answered him, "Master, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe
and are convinced that you are the Holy One of God."

We Left Our Homes and Followed You (Luke 18:18-30)

An official asked him this question, "Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" Jesus
answered him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the
commandments, 'You shall not commit adultery; you shall not kill; you shall not steal; you shall not
bear false witness; honot your father and your mother." And he replied, "All of these I have obsetved from
my youth." When Jesus heatd this he said to him, "There is still one thing left for you: sell all that you have
and distribute it to the poot, and you will have a treasute in heaven. Then come, follow me." But when he
heard this he became quite sad, for he was very rich. Jesus looked at him (now sad) and said, "How hard it is
for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye
of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God." Those who heatd this said, "Then who can
be saved?" And he said, "What is impossible for human beings is possible for God." Then Peter said, "We
have given up our possessions and followed you." He said to them, "Amen, I say to you, thete is no one who
has given up house or wife or brothers or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God who will
not receive (back) an overabundant return in this present age and eternal life in the age to come."

What Must I Do to Inherit Eternal Life? (Matthew 19:11-12, 1 Corinthians 7:32-35, Revelation 14: 1-5)

He answered, "Not all can accept [this| word, but only those to whom that is granted. Some are incapable of
marriage because they were born so; some, because they were made so by others; some, because they have
renounced marriage for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Whoever can accept this ought to accept it."

I should like you to be free of anxieties. An unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how he
may please the Lord. But a married man is anxious about the things of the world, how he may please his wife,
and he is divided. An unmarried woman or a virgin is anxious about the things the Lord, so that she may be
holy in both body and spirit. A married woman, on the other hand, is anxious about the things of the wozld,
how she may please her husband. I am telling you this for your own benefit, not to impose a restraint upon
you, but for the sake of propriety and adherence to the Lord without distraction.

Then I looked and there was the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with him a hundred and forty-four
thousand who had his name and his Fathet's name written on their foreheads. I heard a sound from heaven
like the sound of rushing water or a loud peal of thunder. The sound I heard was like that of harpists playing
their harps. They were singing (what seemed to be) a new hymn before the throne, before the four living
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creatures and the elders. No one could learn this hymn except the hundred and forty-four thousand who had
been ransomed from the earth. These are they who were not defiled with women; they are virgins and these
are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. They have been ransomed as the first fruits of the
human race for God and the Lamb. On their lips no deceit has been found; they are unblemished.

On This Rock I Will Build My Church (Matthew 16: 1-4, 13-27)

The Pharisees and Sadducees came and, to test him, asked him to show them a sign from heaven. He said to
them in reply, "(In the evening you say, "Tomorrow will be fair, for the sky is red'; and, in the morning,
"Today will be stormy, for the sky is red and threatening.' You know how to judge the appearance of the sky,
but you cannot judge the signs of the times.) An evil and unfaithful generation seeks a sign, but no sign will
be given it except the sign of Jonah." Then he left them and went away. When Jesus went into the region of
Caesarea Philippi he asked his disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" They replied, "Some
say John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jeremiah ot one of the prophets." He said to them, "But who
do you say that I am?" Simon Peter said in reply, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God." Jesus said
to him in reply, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah. For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but
my heavenly Father. And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the
gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven.
Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven." Then he strictly ordered his disciples to tell no one that he was the Messiah. From that time on,
Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer greatly from the elders, the chief
priests, and the scribes, and be killed and on the third day be raised. Then Peter took him aside and began to
tebuke him, "God forbid, Lord! No such thing shall ever happen to you." He turned and said to Peter, "Get
behind me, Satan! You ate an obstacle to me. You ate thinking not as God does, but as human beings do."
Then Jesus said to his disciples, "Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and
follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.
What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life? Or what can one give in
exchange for his life? For the Son of Man will come with his angels in his Fathet's gloty, and then he will
repay everyone according to his conduct.

Do This in Memory of Me (Luke 22: 8-20, 1 Corinthians 11:23-29)

He sent out Peter and John, instructing them, "Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover." They
asked him, "Where do you want us to make the preparations?” And he answered them, "When you go into
the city, a man will meet you carrying a jar of water. Follow him into the house that he enters and say to the
master of the house, "The teacher says to you, "Where is the guest room whete I may eat the Passover with
my disciples?™ He will show you a large upper room that is furnished. Make the preparations there." Then
they went off and found everything exactly as he had told them, and there they prepared the Passover. When
the hour came, he took his place at table with the apostles. He said to them, "I have eagetly desired to eat this
Passover with you before I suffer, for, I tell you, I shall not eat it (again) until there is fulfillment in the
kingdom of God." Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and said, "Take this and share it among yourselves; for I
tell you (that) from this time on I shall not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes."
Then he took the bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body, which will
be given for you; do this in memory of me." And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, "This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, which will be shed for you.

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night he was handed
ovet, took bread, and, after he had given thanks, broke it and said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me." In the same way also the cup, after suppet, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my
blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." For as often as you eat this bread and drink
the cup, you proclaim the death of the Lord until he comes. Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the
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cup of the Lord unworthily will have to answer for the body and blood of the Lord. A person should examine
himself, and so eat the bread and drink the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body,
eats and drinks judgment on himself.

I Will Not Leave You Orphans (Matthew 28: 16-20)

Jesus said to him, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If
you know me, then you will also know my Father. From now on you do know him and have seen him."
Philip said to him, "Master, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us." Jesus said to him, "Have I
been with you for so long a time and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the
Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'» Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is
in me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on my own. The Father who dwells in me is doing his
works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else, believe because of the works
themselves. Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes in me will do the works that I do, and will do greater
ones than these, because I am going to the Father. And whatever you ask in my name, I will do, so that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask anything of me in my name, I will do it. "If you love me, you
will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with
you always, the Spirit of truth, which the world cannot accept, because it neither sees nor knows it. But you
know it, because it remains with you, and will be in you. I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. In a
little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me, because I live and you will live. On that day
you will realize that I am in my Father and you are in me and I in you. Whoever has my commandments and
obsetves them is the one who loves me. And whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love
him and reveal myself to him."

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had ordered them. When they saw him,
they worshiped, but they doubted. Then Jesus approached and said to them, "All power in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.
And behold, T am with you always, until the end of the age."

You Did Not Choose Me, but I Choose You (John 15: 14-21, 16:33)

You are my friends if you do what I command you. I no longer call you slaves, because a slave does not know
what his master is doing. I have called you friends, because I have told you everything I have heard from my
Father. It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will
remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name he may give you. This I command you: love one
another. "If the world hates you, realize that it hated me first. If you belonged to the wotld, the world would
love its own; but because you do not belong to the world, and I have chosen you out of the world, the world
hates you. Remember the word I spoke to you, 'No slave is greater than his master.' If they persecuted me,
they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. And they will do all these things
to you on account of my name, because they do not know the one who sent me. ““...I have told you this so
that you might have peace in me. In the woztld you will have trouble, but take courage, I have conquered the
wotld."

Road to Emmaus (Luke 24: 13-35)

Now that very day two of them were going to a village seven miles from Jerusalem called Emmaus, and they
were conversing about all the things that had occurred. And it happened that while they were conversing and
debating, Jesus himself drew near and walked with them, but their eyes were prevented from recognizing him.
He asked them, "What are you discussing as you walk along?" They stopped, looking downcast. One of them,
named Cleopas, said to him in reply, "Ate you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know of the things
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that have taken place there in these days?" And he replied to them, "What sort of things?" They said to him,
"The things that happened to Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God
and all the people, how our chief priests and rulers both handed him over to a sentence of death and crucified
him. But we were hoping that he would be the one to redeem Israel; and besides all this, it is now the third
day since this took place. Some women from our group, however, have astounded us: they were at the tomb
early in the morning and did not find his body; they came back and reported that they had indeed seen a
vision of angels who announced that he was alive. Then some of those with us went to the tomb and found
things just as the women had described, but him they did not see." And he said to them, "Oh, how foolish
you are! How slow of heart to believe all that the prophets spoke! Was it not necessary that the Messiah
should suffer these things and enter into his glory?" Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he
interpreted to them what referred to him in all the scriptures. As they approached the village to which they
were going, he gave the impression that he was going on farther. But they urged him, "Stay with us, for it is
nearly evening and the day is almost over." So he went in to stay with them. And it happened that, while he
was with them at table, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them. With that their eyes
wete opened and they recognized him, but he vanished from their sight. Then they said to each other, "Were
not our hearts burning (within us) while he spoke to us on the way and opened the scriptures to us?" So they
set out at once and returned to Jerusalem where they found gathered together the eleven and those with them
who wete saying, "The Lotd has truly been raised and has appeated to Simon!" Then the two tecounted what
had taken place on the way and how he was made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Forgiving Sins (John 20:19-31)

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, for fear
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, "Peace be with you." When he had said
this, he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. (Jesus) said to
them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." And when he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and
whose sins you retain are retained.” Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. So the other disciples said to him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see
the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger into the nailmarks and put my hand into his side, I will
not believe." Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas was with them. Jesus came,
although the doors were locked, and stood in their midst and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to
Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not be
unbelieving, but believe." Thomas answered and said to him, "My Lotrd and my God!" Jesus said to him,
"Have you come to believe because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and have
believed." Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of (his) disciples that are not written in this book.
But these are written that you may (come to) believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that
through this belief you may have life in his name.

Feed My Sheep (John 21: 9-19)

When they climbed out on shore, they saw a charcoal fire with fish on it and bread. Jesus said to them, "Bring
some of the fish you just caught." So Simon Peter went over and dragged the net ashore full of one hundred
fifty-three latge fish. Even though there wete so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, "Come, have
breakfast." And none of the disciples dated to ask him, "Who are you?" because they realized it was the Lord.
Jesus came over and took the bread and gave it to them, and in like manner the fish. This was now the third
time Jesus was revealed to his disciples after being raised from the dead. When they had finished breakfast,
Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes,
Lotd, you know that I love you." He said to him, "Feed my lambs." He then said to him a second time,
"Simon, son of John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lotd, you know that I love you." He said to
him, "T'end my sheep." He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" Peter was
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distressed that he had said to him a third time, "Do you love me?" and he said to him, "Lord, you know
everything; you know that I love you." (Jesus) said to him, "Feed my sheep. Amen, amen, I say to you, when
you were younger, you used to dress yourself and go where you wanted; but when you grow old, you will
stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you whete you do not want to go." He said
this signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God. And when he had said this, he said to him,
"Follow me."

Called By God (Hebrews 5:1-10; 2 Timothy 1: 4-14)

Every high priest is taken from among men and made their representative before God, to offer gifts and
sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal patiently with the ignorant and erring, for he himself is beset by weakness
and so, for this reason, must make sin offerings for himself as well as for the people. No one takes this honor
upon himself but only when called by God, just as Aaron was. In the same way, it was not Christ who
glorified himself in becoming high priest, but rather the one who said to him: "You are my son; this day 1
have begotten you"; just as he says in another place: "You ate a priest forever according to the order of
Melchizedek." In the days when he was in the flesh, he offered prayers and supplications with loud cries and
tears to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. Son
though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered; and when he was made perfect, he became the
source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, declared by God high priest according to the order of
Melchizedek.

I yearn to see you again, recalling your tears, so that I may be filled with joy, as I recall your sincere faith that
first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and that I am confident lives also in you. For
this reason, I remind you to stir into flame the gift of God that you have through the imposition of my hands.
For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather of power and love and self-control. So do not be
ashamed of your testimony to our Lord, nor of me, a prisoner for his sake; but bear your share of hardship
for the gospel with the strength that comes from God. He saved us and called us to a holy life, not according
to our works but according to his own design and the grace bestowed on us in Christ Jesus before time
began, but now made manifest through the appearance of our savior Christ Jesus, who destroyed death and
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, for which I was appointed preacher and apostle and
teacher. On this account I am suffering these things; but I am not ashamed, for I know him in whom I have
believed and am confident that he is able to guard what has been entrusted to me until that day. Take as your
norm the sound words that you heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. Guard this rich
trust with the help of the holy Spirit that dwells within us.
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