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Who is God?
The question, “Who is God?” studied, disputed, and fought over for centuries, is an important question to ponder. The answer affects every individual as it relates to the shaping of one’s entire life. Paul David Tripp (2021, p. 82) writes that if people do not see God, “they will anoint themselves as God and make life all about them.” Life is about God and his glory. Correct theology alleviates many mistakes one might make. This paper will address three attributes of God: Creator God, the Immutability of God, and the Relational God.
The Creator God
"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth" (Genesis 1:1). These are the first recorded words announcing the beginning of everything humankind has known and will ever know. These words do not demonstrate an accidental occurrence or explosion, such as "The Big Bang Theory" George Lemaître (1931) wrote about in a scientific paper. Instead, these words reflect a perfect God's intentional and ordered steps. God is present in the entirety of creation, and his creation leaves no one out (Tripp, 2021).
	The intention of God as it relates to man is for man to lead in his created purpose and to be in a relationship with God. God tasked Adam with leading his wife, Eve, by forming her from Adam's rib (Genesis 2:22). In "The Creation Mandate," God delegated some of his authority to humans (Genesis 1:28). He did not do it so humans would rule over one another with cruel power. He did it as an extension of his love for creation. God reigns and leads with perfect grace and love. When one understands the correct position of God as creator, everything a person does is filtered through God loving his creation.
	This distinction, especially for a leader, is important because when one fails to recognize and remember God is the creator of and in control of everything, a leader may attempt to make things happen by force or lead with arrogant pride. For instance, at the start of England's Glorious Revolution in 1688, the wind, not just the leadership skills of William of Orange, held the English troops in the Thames River. Even though William, invited to take the throne in England and help the cause of Christians, set out with a plan to take the throne, it was not solely his efforts that gained the victory. God, the creator, set the wind into motion to fulfill his purpose (Rusten & Rusten, 2003).
God did not create because he needed to; he chose to create so his creation would reflect his glory. God never rests because his creation is always in need of him. Unlike other gods worshipped throughout the centuries, God is the creator of all things, not a god of one thing, and yet is not a physical being (Erickson, 1998). He existed before everything; he is the one who holds the entire world in his hand (Psalm 24:1–2). God's creation is available to all through general revelation—everything seen in the world. However, it is not until one acknowledges and places God in his rightful position that a deeper understanding of God is made available through special revelation in the Bible (Pettit, 2008). 
The Immutability of God	
	In today's fast-paced world, it is often hard to comprehend the ability to remain consistent and unchangeable. However, the Christian finds comfort in knowing God is active, faithful, and cannot change (Elwell & Treier, 2017). God loves his creation with a steadfast love. His love is not dependent upon anything anyone does or does not do, and he is not reactive or caught by surprise. In his book Theology for the Church, Daniel Akin (2014, p. 196) states, "God's reliability and immutability do not mean he is incapable of responsive, empathetic love and compassion or that he is a static God lacking all passion and emotion."
	Throughout time, God has spoken of his unchanging character. To the Israelites, God said, "For I the Lord do not change" (Malachi 3:6). Regardless of the passing of time, God's plan for his creation has progressed onward regardless of any one man or woman's change in direction. Many scholars attempt to pinpoint the exact nature of God's immutability or discredit and disprove it (O’Hanlon, 1990). To know the unchanging character of God is not to relegate him to some image conjured up in the human mind, but it is to know the God who is the author of all. Gerald O'Hanlon (1990) states, "Because God's plan covers all - and in particular because, as trinitarian and soteriological, in the Son it allows for the extremes of human freedom - then it can really allow us to be free and to change, without this involving new decisions for God." God's sovereignty grants this freedom to people. The human mind struggles to process the fact that God made humans in the image of God and not the other way around. To be made in the image of humans would mean that God would be like a man and at risk of changing his nature based on his current situation or feelings. However, God cannot be anything other than who he has always been and will always be (Tripp, 2021).
	If God is capable of change, nothing is believable. With no secure foundation, the Christian will walk unsteady and unsure of what will come next. However, God’s immutable character produces a reliability and constancy found in no human. Rightfully acknowledging God's control over Job's situation, Job said, "He is unchangeable, and who can turn him back? What he desires, that he does" (Job 23:13).  
The Relational God
	God, the immutable and transcendent creator, is also a relational God. God models the perfect relationship through the Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). God the Father sent his Son in the form of Jesus to walk among his creation and promised the gift of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus’ ascension to live within those who would believe. The Trinity's three attributes work together to establish his perfect will. Jesus modeled his relationship with God the Father through prayer (Luke 6:12, Matthew 26:39, Matthew 26:42).	
As the creator of humans, God desired a relationship with man. In the Garden of Eden, God communed with Adam and Eve; they knew the very sound of his footsteps (Genesis 3:8). Their disobedience resulted in a broken relationship between mankind and God. We see the value God places on relationships because sin alters our relationship with him and others (Akin, 2014). It is why Jesus paying the price for all mankind’s sins is critical. Jesus’s sacrifice provided a way to restore a holy God and his people. 
	 God did not create and leave his creation; he is omnipresent. Therefore, by definition, God is always near (Boccia, 2011). His desire and invitation are for people to draw near to him (James 4:8). He is not a God who forces himself upon people. God does not require a relationship for his existence; however, his gift of grace opens the door for a reciprocal relationship between man and God.
	Paul David Tripp (2021, p. 370) writes, “We have no divide in our lives between the secular and the spiritual. There is no moment when God is separate from us….God’s redeeming grace never goes on hiatus.” The relational nature of God with his creation exists to reveal the glory of God (Isaiah 43:7). God invites people to come to him at all times for all things. Our human minds cannot always fathom the perfect relationship between God and us because our earthly minds only know imperfect relationships here on earth. He invites us in with the simple words, “Come to me, all you….” (Matthew 28:30).     


Conclusion
	God is one God with many characteristics, not many gods with different offerings. The God of the universe is an approachable God who is ever present, always good, and faithful. Many scholars, theologians, and laypeople have attempted to dispute and challenge beliefs. Perhaps this is because God continually reveals himself to the entire world, and he reveals himself to those who believe and do not believe. One can seek to define who he is by dissecting every characteristic. Still, unless a person discovers God’s relational character, more specifically, one’s personal belief in Jesus, much will be head knowledge versus heart knowledge. To know God is to know everything a person experiences on a daily basis. To love God means to experience everything he is on an experiential basis for eternity.	
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