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“But now Christ is risen from the 
dead, and has become the firstfruits 
of those who have fallen asleep. For 
since by man came death, by Man 
also came the resurrection of the 

dead. For as in Adam all die, even 
so in Christ all shall be made alive. 

But each one in his own order: 
Christ the firstfruits, afterward those 

who are Christ’s at His coming.”


(1 Corinthians 15:20-23)

https://firstfruits.cc



“Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.” (Proverbs 16:18)


“There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death.” (Proverbs 16:25)


“Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.” (Philippians 
2:3)


“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. Yet it shall not be so 
among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be 
your slave— just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:25-28)


“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; Who can know it? I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind, even to 
give every man according to his ways, according to the fruit of his doings.”(Jeremiah 17:9-10)


“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
straight your paths. Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.” (Proverbs 3:5–7)


“For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, 
to keep you from doing the things you want to do. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are 
evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, 
drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of 
God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things 
there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.” (Galatians 5:17–24).

Stand Against Pride, Self-Absorption, Following Own Heart, Slaves of the Flesh

How do we recognize threats in these areas and what do we do about them?
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“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all 
that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the 
world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.” (1 John 2:15-17)


“Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep 
oneself unspotted from the world.” (James 1:27)


“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:1-2)


“Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore 
wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.” (James 4:4)


“Out of my distress I called on the Lord; the Lord answered me and set me free. The Lord is on my side; I will not fear. 
What can man do to me? The Lord is on my side as my helper; I shall look in triumph on those who hate me.” (Psalm 
118:5-7)


“And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul 
and body in hell.” (Matthew 10:28)

Fighting distractions of the world; those pulled aside by worldly fears/concerns
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Lack of discernment, acting on unchecked assumptions
“Yes, if you cry out for discernment, And lift up your voice for understanding, If you seek her as silver, And search for her as for 
hidden treasures; then you will understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God. For the Lord gives wisdom; from 
His mouth come knowledge and understanding;” (Proverbs 2:3-6)


“The heart of the discerning acquires knowledge, and the ear of the wise seeks it out.” (Proverbs 18:15)


“And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment, that you may approve the 
things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, 11 being filled with the fruits of 
righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.” (Philippians 1:9-11)


“A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in expressing his opinion.” (Proverbs 18:2)


“If one gives an answer before he hears, it is his folly and shame.” (Proverbs 18:13)


“Do not hastily bring into court, for what will you do in the end, when your neighbor puts you to shame?” (Proverbs 25:8)


“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone 
out into the world.” (1 John 4:1)


“What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not! Do you not know that to whom you 
present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience 
leading to righteousness? But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of 
doctrine to which you were delivered. And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.” (Romans 6:15-18)
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Doubtful things, foolish controversies, false teachings
“This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm constantly, that those who have believed in God should be 
careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable to men. But avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, 
contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and useless. Reject a divisive man after the first and 
second admonition, knowing that such a person is warped and sinning, being self-condemned.” (Titus 3:8-11)


“Remind the believers of these things, charging them before God to avoid quarreling over words, which succeeds only in 
leading the listeners to ruin. Make every effort to present yourself approved to God, an unashamed workman who 
accurately handles the word of truth. But avoid irreverent, empty chatter, which will only lead to more ungodliness, and the 
talk of such men will spread like gangrene…. But reject foolish and ignorant speculation, for you know that it breeds 
quarreling. And a servant of the Lord must not be quarrelsome, but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, and 
forbearing. He must gently reprove those who oppose him, in the hope that God may grant them repentance leading to a 
knowledge of the truth. Then they will come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, who has taken them captive 
to his will.” (2 Timothy 2:14-17, 23-26)


“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. You will know them 
by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, 
but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does 
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Therefore by their fruits you will know them.” (Matthew 7:15-20)
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Failure to follow Matthew 18 protocol, communicate properly
“Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your 
brother. But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that ‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be 
established.’ And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a 
heathen and a tax collector.” (Matthew 18:15–17)


“You shall not hate your brother in your heart. You shall surely rebuke your neighbor, and not bear sin because of him. You shall not 
take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the 
LORD.” (Leviticus 19:17-18)


“Argue your case with your neighbor without betraying another’s confidence, lest the one who hears may disgrace you, and your 
infamy never go away.” (Proverbs 25:9-10)


“I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral people. Yet I certainly did not mean with the sexually immoral 
people of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. But now I 
have written to you not to keep company with anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a 
reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner—not even to eat with such a person. For what have I to do with judging those also who are 
outside? Do you not judge those who are inside? But those who are outside God judges. Therefore “put away from yourselves the evil 
person.” (1 Corinthians 5:9-13)


“Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself 
lest you also be tempted.” (Galatians 6:1)


“Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him.” (Luke 17:3)
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Failure to accept correction/guidance/counsel
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.” (Proverbs 1:7)


“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of 
God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)


“Harsh discipline is for him who forsakes the way, And he who hates correction will die. … A scoffer does not love one who corrects him, nor will he go 
to the wise. … The heart of him who has understanding seeks knowledge, But the mouth of fools feeds on foolishness. … A wrathful man stirs up strife, 
But he who is slow to anger allays contention. … Without counsel, plans go awry, but in the multitude of counselors they are established. … The heart 
of the righteous studies how to answer, but the mouth of the wicked pours forth evil. … The ear that hears the rebukes of life Will abide among the 
wise. He who disdains instruction despises his own soul, but he who heeds rebuke gets understanding. The fear of the Lord is the instruction of 
wisdom, And before honor is humility.” (Proverbs 5:10, 12, 14, 18, 22, 28, 31-33)


“He who keeps instruction is in the way of life, But he who refuses correction goes astray. Whoever hides hatred has lying lips, And whoever spreads 
slander is a fool.” (Proverbs 10:17-18)


“If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten? But if you are without chastening, of 
which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons. Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them 
respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live? For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best 
to them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness. Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; 
nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.” (Hebrews 12:7-11)


“I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: Preach the 
word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn 
their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill 
your ministry.” (2 Timothy 4:1-5)
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Lack of courage to address these threats
“Son of man, speak to the children of your people, and say to them: ‘When I bring the sword upon a land, and the people of the land take a man from their 
territory and make him their watchman, when he sees the sword coming upon the land, if he blows the trumpet and warns the people, then whoever hears 
the sound of the trumpet and does not take warning, if the sword comes and takes him away, his blood shall be on his own head. He heard the sound of 
the trumpet, but did not take warning; his blood shall be upon himself. But he who takes warning will save his life. But if the watchman sees the sword 
coming and does not blow the trumpet, and the people are not warned, and the sword comes and takes any person from among them, he is taken away in 
his iniquity; but his blood I will require at the watchman’s hand. So you, son of man: I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore you shall 
hear a word from My mouth and warn them for Me. When I say to the wicked, ‘O wicked man, you shall surely die!’ and you do not speak to warn the wicked 
from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at your hand.Nevertheless if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and 
he does not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered your soul.’” (Ezekiel 33:1-9)


“But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. 37 For by your words you will be justified, and 
by your words you will be condemned.”  (Matthew 12:36-37)


“The LORD Himself goes before you; He will be with you. He will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid or discouraged.” (Deuteronomy 31:8)


“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 
(Joshua 1:9)


“Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.’” 
(Isaiah 41:10)


“ Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” (John 14:27)


“And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)
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“And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

Lack of courage to address these threats



“On behalf of First Fruits Ministries and in humble service to Messiah Yeshua, I am available to help you learn more 
about today’s lesson as well as for prayer, for encouragement, or for any other pursuit you may have in your 
relationship with Yeshua.” — Andrew J. Manuse, pastor


First Fruits Ministries is a Judeo-Christian Messianic Ministry that meets every Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 60 
Bailey Ave. in Manchester, N.H. Each week, we hold an in-house service from 10 a.m.-noon, we live-stream Corner 
Fringe Ministries’ service from noon to 2 p.m., and subsequently celebrate with fellowship from 2-4 p.m. We hold a 
monthly Bible Study on the last Tuesday of each month (except July) at 7:30 p.m. EST. Visit https://firstfruits.cc for 
more information.


Our name, First Fruits Ministries, is based on this Bible Verse: “But now Messiah Yeshua is risen from the dead, and 
has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since by man came death, by Man also came the 
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Messiah Yeshua all shall be made alive. But each one in his 
own order: Messiah Yeshua the firstfruits, afterward those who are Messiah Yeshua’s at His coming.” (I Corinthians 
15:20-23)


First Fruits Ministries is an affiliate of Corner Fringe Ministries in Coon Rapids, MN. Pastor Andrew J. Manuse is 
guided in Messiah Yeshua with discipleship under the counsel and leadership of Corner Fringe Ministries Pastor 
Daniel Joseph.


Corner Fringe Ministries is based on the Bible Verse: “Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘In those days ten men from every 
language of the nations shall grasp the sleeve of a Jewish man, saying, ‘Let us go with you, for we have heard that God 
is with you.’’” (Zechariah 8:23)

About First Fruits Ministries

Andrew J. Manuse

The Truth will set you free!

Where the Spirit of the Lord 
is, there is freedom!
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“But now Christ is risen from the 
dead, and has become the firstfruits 
of those who have fallen asleep. For 
since by man came death, by Man 
also came the resurrection of the 

dead. For as in Adam all die, even 
so in Christ all shall be made alive. 

But each one in his own order: 
Christ the firstfruits, afterward those 

who are Christ’s at His coming.”


(1 Corinthians 15:20-23)

https://firstfruits.cc


