
 

 

US Navy Survey 
In 1998, DAN assisted the US Navy with a survey of recreational divers. The Navy was 
interested in information about diver demographics, dive experience and diving 
habits. 
 
The Navy's new low-frequency sonar called SURTASS LFA (Surveillance Towed Array 
Sonar System Low Frequency Active) may be audible for many miles, so the potential 
for incidental exposure is greater than with current sonar. Like the sonar currently in 
use, the Navy had to establish safe-operating limits. 
 
The Navy wanted to find levels that would not cause problems in the recreational 
community and conducted studies involving non-military-trained sport divers. DAN 
did not play a role in that study, nor did it play a role in recruiting test subjects. The 
Navy did that on its own. 
 
However, DAN lent assistance in the Navy's efforts to determine how representative 
the subjects were of the sport diver population and gave the Navy an idea of the 
medical conditions present in sport divers, which may have to be taken into 
consideration in setting safe sonar operating limits. 
 
DAN sent surveys to 3 000 randomly selected DAN members. Participation was 
voluntary. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Results 
Three thousand surveys were mailed to randomly selected DAN members; 1 654 
completed surveys were returned. This represented a 55% return rate. The ratio male 
to female was 1 229:408, and the average age was 40. 
 
During 1999, DAN and Navy researchers presented data at the annual Undersea and 
Hyperbaric Medical Society (UHMS) scientific meeting. The US Navy used the data to 
produce their report to the federal government on the impact of the new sonar. 
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