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FA I T H  I N  T H E  S O N  O F  G O D

S T O R Y  G U I D E 1JOHN 5:1-21

In the previous chapter of this first letter by the
Apostle John, he stressed the greatness of God’s love in
providing His one and only Son. John continues this
focus as he starts in the fifth chapter. In particular John
now emphasizes the importance of having faith in the
Son of God. First, this faith is seen by having love for
Jesus, just as we do for God. If we love God, we will
love his child, who is the Lord Jesus Christ.

What is a great way to show our love for God?
John gives us the answer. He writes: “This is love for
God: to obey his commands” (1 John 5:3).  That is a
pretty basic way to show our love for God. We should
obey His commands. John also teaches that this is a
great way to demonstrate our love towards others.
“This is how we know that we love the children of
God: by loving God and carrying out his commands” 
(1 John 5:2).

John goes on to say that our faith in the Son of God
is also very important to overcoming the world. When
someone believes in God and His promises, it puts
them in a position that is often not well received by the
world at large. Early in his letter John had said: “Do not
love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For
everything in the world – the cravings of sinful man,
the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and
does – comes not from the Father but from the world”
(1 John 2:15-16). The natural tendencies of the world
are the ways of sin and stand in opposition to God. 

However, when we love the Father and have faith in
the Son of God, then we are in a position to win victory
over the world. In fact John says: “Who is it that
overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus
is the Son of God” (1 John 5:5). John wrote earlier:
“The world and its desires pass away, but the man who
does the will of God lives forever” (1 John 2:17), and
the will of God that is important is belief in Jesus as the
Son of God.

John stresses to his readers that it is faith in the Son
of God that brings victory over the world. It is faith in
the Son of God that gives eternal life. John writes:“God
has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He
who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son
of God does not have life” (1 John 5:11-12). 

John wanted his readers to be confident of this great
principle. Salvation was available through the Son of
God. So, he encourages them to have faith in the Son 
of God. They are to believe in what God has

accomplished through His Son, and to put their trust in
him. If they do this, then as John indicated, they can
know that they have eternal life.

POINTS TO CONSIDER:
• When John earlier wrote his Gospel, he summarizes

the purpose God had in providing His Son, Jesus. He
also stresses here the importance of faith in the Son
of God. He writes: “For God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God
did not send his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but to save the world through him” (John
3:16-17).

• Just before his arrest and death, Jesus warned his
apostles they would be scattered like sheep without
a shepherd. Yet, in the end, Jesus was going to be
victorious through God’s help. He warns them
to encourage them, even though it was going to be
difficult for them in the world. He says to them: “I
have told you these things, so that in me you may
have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But
take heart! I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).

• John recorded Jesus’ teaching about obeying the
Father’s commands in his gospel in John 15. Jesus
beautifully teaches how because of his love for the
Father, he obeys His commands. In the same way he
encourages his apostles to keep his commands. Jesus
said: “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved
you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my
commands, you remain in my love, just as I have
obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his
love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in
you and that your joy may be complete”
(John 15:9-11).

ANSWER KEY:
Obey His commands.

God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His son.
He who has the son has life; he who does not have the
son of God does not have life.

knee, calf, shin, thigh

If we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.



Find the letters .
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Name ____________________________________________

e show our love for God by loving one another.

Connect the dots.
A B  C  D  E  F  G       1  2  3  4  5  6  7       a  b  c  d  e  f 
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Follow the lines and write the letters in the boxes.

If you love God 
then you love His …

If you love God then you love His …

C OM MA NDS

If you love Jesus then you have life.



Name ____________________________________________
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FA I T H  I N  T H E  S O N  O F  G O D 1JOHN 5:1-21

In each pair of words, circle the letter that appears in the first
word, but not in the second. Write the letters at the bottom of

each column to learn how we show our love for God.  

Use the code to find John’s message about God’s Son, Jesus.

Why should we approach God with confidence? 
Unscramble the 4 words, then use the letters to find the answer.

B O A S T  —  S T A B
T H I S  —  S I T

M A R C H  —  H A R M

D U M B  —  M U D
T R A I N  —  R A N T

S O U G H T  —  T H U G S

T E A R  —  R A T
S T O N E  —  N O T E

C A M P E R  —  C R A P E

T R A Y —  A R T

D R E A M  —  R E A D
R A I S E  —  S I R E
S A N D A L  —  S A L A D
C A N D L E  —  L A N C E
C R A S H  —  C H A R

–– ––  ––  –– –– ––  –– –– ––  ––  ––  ––  ––  ––  ––
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. ;
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HIGHT =  
13 14 15 16 17

W Y O R D
11  8 3      6  9   1      6   2      13  14 11 12  16     6   5   5 11  12  16

W , R U .
10  15  9 11  7  7 14  4      10  3  6 9 9

NISH =
9  10  11  12

NEEK =
1  2  3  4

FLAC =
5  6  7  8

O
13

Parts of 
the leg:

ohn tells us how to show our love for God. 

L O V E

S U R F

D A W G

T H I N
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