
M U R F R E E S B O R O  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  ( P C A )  . 

December 7, 2025

Honor God. 
Welcome All. 

Embody Christ’s Reign.



Welcome
Whether this is your first time at Trinity or you 
have been coming for a while, we are so glad you 
are here. Trinity Presbyterian Church is a church 
fil led with sinners who have been saved and are 
being made new by the grace of  Jesus Christ. We 
believe that every human being, including you, has 
been created by God to glorify him and enjoy him 
forever - and that purpose finds its fulfil lment in 
worship. Whether you are a committed Christian or 
just exploring the Christian faith, we invite you to 
join us in worshipping God this morning.

You should see a Connect Card in one of  the seat 
backs in front of  you. We would love for you to fil l 
out a card so we can get to know you better and 
give you more information about Trinity. You can 
drop your Connect Card in the offering plate when 
it comes by about 30 minutes into the service, or you 
can fil l  it out online by scanning the QR code.

We have provided some answers to questions about 
Children’s Ministry and Christian Education in the 
right column, but you can also feel free to ask the 
person sitting next to you or one of  the Deacons in 
the lobby (you’ll recognize them by their name tags) 
if  you have any further questions. If  you think of  
some questions later, feel free to email our church 
administrator Bob Alley at admin@trinitymboro.com.

We pray you are encouraged by the Gospel of  Jesus 
as you worship with us this morning!

With Joy,

Mitchell Carter, Senior Pastor

   What to expect this morning at Trinity Presbyterian Church

Children at Trinity

Children of  all ages are welcome 
in our worship service. We believe 
that Jesus welcomes even the little 
children to come to him. Though 
their worship and engagement will 
look different as they grow, we are 
glad for them to begin learning now.

We also recognize that there may be 
times when they need a break from 
the larger gathering. For that we have 
the following options:

Nursery
Birth - Pre K

Overflow Room
A room with video feed of  the 
service for anyone who might need a 
break from the larger gathering.

Nursing Mother’s Room
Just outside the sanctuary double 
doors, immediately to your left.

Christian Education (CE)
(after worship)

Children (Infant - 6th grade) meet 
from 11:10 a.m. - 12:10 p.m. Infant-
4th grade meet in the children’s 
hallway and 5th-6th grades meet in 
room 201 in the youth wing.

Youth (7th-12th grade) meet in the 
youth wing from 11:20 a.m. - 12:10 
p.m. and are taught by Pastor Ryan 
Hudson.

Adults (older than high school) 
meet in the sanctuary from 11:20 
a.m. - 12:10 p.m. and are taught by 
Pastor Mitchell Carter or one of  our 
ruling elders.
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Order for the Worship of God

December 7, 2025 
Second Sunday of Advent

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for comfort; to all who 
struggle and desire victory; to all who sin and need a Savior; to all who are strangers and want 
fellowship; to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; and to all who will come, this church opens 
wide her doors and offers a welcome in the name of  the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements	

Musical Meditation..............................................................................................................“Come, Messiah!”
Simon-Joseph Pellegrin, 1663-1745, and Lloyd Larson

Tr. by Mary of  St. Philip, 1877
Lloyd Larson

Trinity Choir, Tony DiPiero, and Amanda Scott

*Call to Worship..........................................................................................................................Rev. Mitchell Carter

Blessed is the Kingdom of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. 

Amen!

Our souls magnify the Lord!

And our spirits rejoice in God our Savior!

The Mighty One has done great things for us!

His name is Holy and he is worthy to be praised!

Come then, and let us praise his name; for he is our Maker and our Redeemer. It is he who 
shows us mercy and grace.

	 From Luke 1:46-47, 49

*Prayer of  Adoration

 Entering God’s Presence 

 * The Congregation stands   	 Regular text = Pastor;  Bold text = Congregation 



2

*Hymn of  Adoration............................................................................... “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”	
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Confession of  Sin...............................................................................................................Rev. Ryan Hudson

Let us now confess our sins together: 

Almighty God, we have sinned against you and we have offended you. And yet, O 
Lord, as we acknowledge our sins and offenses, we also acknowledge you to be 
a merciful God, a loving and favorable Father, to all who turn to you. And so we 
humbly ask you, for the sake of  Christ, your Son, to show mercy to us and to forgive 
us all our offenses. By your Spirit, O God, take possession of  our hearts, so that, not 
only the actions of  our lives, but also the words of  our mouths, and even the smallest 
thought of  our minds, may be guarded and governed by you. Amen.

Silent Confession

Song of  Confession.................................................................................................“Create in Me a Clean Heart”
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*Assurance of  Pardon & Comfort

Jesus himself  bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.   	 From 1 Peter 2:24

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is well 
pleased!	       From Luke 2:14

*Extending God’s Welcome of  Peace

The peace of  Christ be with you!

And also with you! 

At this time we greet those around us by saying “The peace of  Christ be with you.” This reminds us that the 
peace and forgiveness we have been freely given by Jesus also enable us to extend peace and forgiveness to others.
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*Song of  Renewal...........................................................................................“Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners”
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 Committing to God’s Kingdom 

Kindgom Reading......................................................................................................Craig & Amy Snider

Old Testament Reading - Isaiah 11:1-10
1 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of  Jesse,
    and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
2 And the Spirit of  the Lord shall rest upon him,
    the Spirit of  wisdom and understanding,
    the Spirit of  counsel and might,
    the Spirit of  knowledge and the fear of  the Lord.
3 And his delight shall be in the fear of  the Lord.
    He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
    or decide disputes by what his ears hear,
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
    and decide with equity for the meek of  the earth;
    and he shall strike the earth with the rod of  his mouth,
    and with the breath of  his lips he shall kill the wicked.
5 Righteousness shall be the belt of  his waist,
    and faithfulness the belt of  his loins.
6 The wolf  shall dwell with the lamb,
    and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
    and the calf  and the lion and the fattened calf  together;
    and a little child shall lead them.
7 The cow and the bear shall graze;
    their young shall lie down together;
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of  the cobra,
    and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den.
9 They shall not hurt or destroy
    in all my holy mountain;
    for the earth shall be full of  the knowledge of  the Lord

    as the waters cover the sea.
10 In that day the root of  Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of  him shall the 
nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.

This is the Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!
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New Testament Reading - Romans 15:4-13

4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through 
endurance and through the encouragement of  the Scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the 
God of  endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, 
in accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed 
you, for the glory of  God.

8 For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, 
in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9 and in order that the Gentiles 
might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

	 “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles,
   	     and sing to your name.”
10 And again it says,

 	 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”
11 And again,

	 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
    	    and let all the peoples extol him.”
12 And again Isaiah says,

	 “The root of  Jesse will come,
    	    even he who arises to rule the Gentiles;
	    in him will the Gentiles hope.”
13 May the God of  hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of  
the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

This is the Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!

Lighting of  the Advent Wreath - The Bethlehem Candle

We light the second candle of  Advent to remind us that the Lord Jesus, who is the light of  
the world, was born in David’s city of  Bethlehem, born like him to be a king, the King who 
reigns over all.
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Prayer of  Intercession (followed by a time of  silent prayer)...................................................... Kim Sokoya

Common Prayer

Let us now join our voices together praying: 

Lord, we ask you, give ear to our prayers and, by your gracious visitation, lighten the 
darkness of  our hearts, by our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Kingdom Giving & Song of  Meditation......................................“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”

*Doxology
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 Listening to God’s Word 

“The Lord Is with You” 

Luke 1:26-38

Rev. Mitchell Carter

Sermon Series: Birth Announcements & Arrivals

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of  Galilee 
named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of  the 
house of  David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled 
at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of  greeting this might be. 30 And the 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.     
31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call 
his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of  the Most High. 
And the Lord God will give to him the throne of  his father David, 33 and he will 
reign over the house of  Jacob forever, and of  his kingdom there will be no end.”
34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of  the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 
be called holy—the Son of  God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old 
age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called 
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I 
am the servant of  the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel 
departed from her.
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 Feasting at God’s Table 

Holy Communion
Trinity Presbyterian Church welcomes all baptized Christians who are willing to forsake their sins and trust 
in Jesus for salvation, and who are members in good standing of  a congregation that proclaims the gospel, to 
receive Holy Communion with us. Baptized covenant children who have not made profession of  faith before 
the elders should abstain from communion until they are received as communing members by the Session. 
TPC serves wine and grape juice for communion. The clear cups contain wine and the purple cups contain 
grape juice. The communion bread in the purple cups is gluten free. Please hold your cups and we will take 
them all together.

The Great Thanksgiving	
The Lord be with you. 
And with  your spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to our Lord God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed good, right and our delight that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God. And we praise you for 
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior, by whom you have sent a new Light to shine upon the 
world, that we who rejoice in that light may be found cleansed from our sins and without 
fear when he shall come again to judge the world in righteousness. Therefore, with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of  heaven we praise and magnify your glorious 
Name, evermore praising You and singing… 
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Prayer of  Consecration

Words of  Institution

Response of  the People

Christ our Passover was sacrificed for us!

Hallelujah!

Let us proclaim the mystery of  the faith:    

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Hallelujah!

And now Our Holy Master, that with boldness and without condemnation, we dare to call 
upon You, the Heavenly God, as our Father, and to say. . .

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

The holy gifts of  God for the holy people of  God. Take them in  remembrance that Christ 
died for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith and with thanksgiving. Let us partake 
of  the feast!
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Song of  Communion...............................................................................“Of  the Father’s Love Begotten”
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 Going Out With God’s Blessing 

*Song of  Sending..........................................................................“Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery”
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*The Sending

Come quickly, Lord Jesus, come quickly!

By God’s grace, may we learn to long for and love our Lord’s appearing!

Adapted from Revelation 22:20 and 1 Timothy 6:8
*Benediction

Now may the God of  peace himself  sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and 
soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of  our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you 
is faithful; he will surely do it.	 1 Thessalonians 5:23

Come quickly, Lord Jesus, come quickly! 

Amen!

*Postlude
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Upcoming Events 

Christmas Poinsettias
If  you would like to place a poinsettia in the sanctuary in memory or honor of  a loved one for Christmas, 
there will be a card at the sign up counter in the narthex to do so. Please fill out the card, designating the 
honoree, and place it in the box provided along with a check for $10 per plant. Please indicate “poinsettia” 
on the memo line. On Dec. 14 & 21, we will have a special publication in the bulletin denoting your loved 
one’s name. 

Lessons and Carols | Tonight | 6:00 p.m.
Join us for this beloved advent service that tells the story of  redemption through scripture and song. 
The Trinity Choir, Children’s Choir, and other musicians have been preparing for months for this special 
service, and we hope to see you there!  We especially urge you to invite friends and family so that we may 
proclaim the coming of  our Savior not only to our church family but also to our local community. There 
will be a reception following the service, and we hope that you will stay to greet our guests and celebrate 
the Advent season with one another. (Childcare for infants - preschool children will be provided.)

Children’s Christmas Party | Saturday, Dec. 13 | 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.  
Infants - 6th graders come join in the fun as we celebrate this joyous season together!  Please contact 
children@trinitymboro.com for more information.  Friends and family are welcome!

Advent Memorial Service | December 14 | 6:00 p.m.
While this season is a time of  joy, it can also be a time of  sadness. The Advent Memorial Service is a 
time to give voice to that sadness and grief, while also resting in the expectant hope that we have in the 
coming of  Jesus into the world. Please join us for this special service consisting of  prayers, songs, Scripture 
readings, and a time to remember those whom we have lost. We will have a light reception after the service 
for those who would like to stay and spend some time in    fellowship. There will not be childcare for this 
service. 

Upcoming Preaching Schedule 
Today, we will hear from Luke 1:26-38. In the coming weeks, we will hear from Luke 1:39-56 (Dec. 
14),  Luke 1:57-80 (Dec. 21) and Luke 2:1-20 (Dec 28). Reading the Scripture passage before you hear it 
preached is a great way to prepare your mind and heart to receive God’s word each week.

This Week at Trinity
Sunday, December 7	 Christian Education 
		  Children | 11:10 a.m. - 12:10 p.m.
		  Adults & Youth | 11:20 a.m. - 12:10 p.m.
	 Lessons & Carols | 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 9	 Men’s Fellowship & Study | 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.		
Wednesday, December 10 	 Midweek Gathering | 5:30 - 8:00 p.m.
	 TYG | 5:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 11	 ELC Dinner | 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 13	 Children’s Christmas Party | 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
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Service Opportunities
Golf  Cart Ministry
Drivers are needed to transport those who may need assistance from the parking area to the main entrance 
of  the church. If  you would be willing to help, please sign up in the narthex.

Volunteers for Children’s Midweek Gatherings | 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
We want to offer nursery for ages 0-3 and have Children’s Hall Hosts that assist as needed and music helper 
(no music skill required). If  you are a member of  TPC or have been a regular attendee for 6 months+ and 
would like to serve in these areas, please contact Sherry Nowlin at children@trinitymboro.com. One can 
sign up for a single or multiple evenings. A background check and online video child safety training will 
need to be completed.

                                       Upcoming Church Events

December	 7 | Lessons & Carols | 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
	 11 | ELC Dinner | 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
	 13 | Children’s Christmas Party | 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
	 14 | Advent Memorial Service | 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
	 16 | Men’s Christmas Party | 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
	 17 | Youth Christmas Party | 5:30 - 8:30 p.m.
	 24 | Christmas Eve Service | 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.

January 4 | Epiphany Bonfire & Chili Cookoff  | 5:00 - 8:00 p.m.



TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1020 N. Rutherford Blvd, Murfreesboro TN 37130

Office (615) 895-2018 • Email: admin@trinitymboro.com

www.trinitymboro.com

Trinity Presbyterian Church is a congregation of  the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) and a member of  
the Nashville Presbytery. For more information about Trinity Presbyterian, visit trinitymboro.com. For more 
information about the Presbyterian Church in America, visit pcanet.org.

Church Leadership

TPC Family, please know that if  you are in need of  physical or financial help, let our deacons know by reaching 
out to them personally or by emailing the chair of  the Diaconate, Paul Vitolins, at deacons@trinitymboro.com. 
And if  you are in need of  counsel or prayer, please let our elders know by reaching out personally or emailing 
Mitchell, who is the moderator of  the Session, at mitchell@trinitymboro.com. 

	                          Elders 

Mitchell Carter, Moderator	 Ron Phillips †   

Jim Harris, Clerk	 Peter Robertson                                   

Eric Klumpe † 	 Paul Shearer, Treasurer  

Kevin Krahenbuhl	 Kim Sokoya †                               

Rick Malone †	 Randy Thompson †

Phil Newman	 Pleun Troost                         

Paul Pasarilla 		           		

† Not currently on the Session

Deacons

Paul Vitolins, Chair	 Chris Nowlin

Dean Cardel †	 Allen Pfingsten

Joe Ehleben	 Brent Pierce

Monty Lee	 John Pipes †

Charles McGaughy	 Dan Widener †

† Not currently on the Diaconate

		

Senior Pastor: Rev. Mitchell Carter (mitchell@trinitymboro.com)

Assistant Pastor: Rev. Ryan Hudson (ryan@trinitymboro.com)

Director of  Children’s Ministries: Sherry Nowlin (children@trinitymboro.com)

Director of  Music Ministries: Kimberly Robertson (music@trinitymboro.com)

A/V Coordinator: David White (tech@trinitymboro.com)

Nursery Coordinator: Kelley Pellegrin (nursery@trinitymboro.com)

Administrative Assistant: Bob Alley (admin@trinitymboro.com)


