We’re Practicing

Christmas Songs in §

Sunday School
Room!




Jonah, The Unwilling Prophet

Jonah 1-4
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WHO?




* Jonah
* The LORD
* The Assyrian inhabitants of Nineveh



Assyrian Empire

#1450 * Known for brutality and violence

44 )\ » After a 3 year siege of Samaria,
#= the Assyrians conquered the

northern kingdom of Israel and

deported the inhabitants (722
BC).



* Jonah prophesied during or before the
reign of King Jeroboam Il (~750 BC) (2 Kings
14:25).



¢ )WHERE



;-

Nineveh 5%

“That great city” (1:2), namely the capital
of Assyria and home to 120,000 of Israel’s
enemies (as well as many cattle). Also, the
mission destination of Jonah.

FRANCE

Directions Search nearby Saveto... movev

SPAIN

Tarshish? TURKEY

* THE MISSION

\EL BABYLONIA

Tarshish 7«

An unknown port city in the Western region of
the Mediterranean (1:3), i.e. in the opposite
direction to Ninevah.

Directions Search nearby Saveto.. movev The great fish (1:17)

Joppa

A port city in Judah (1:3), where Jonah
disobediently boarded a ship for Tarshish.

Directions Search nearby Saveto... movev

The Temple (2 4 7)







Read: Jonah 1:1-3

1.) Imagine you were Jonah. What reasons might you
give for refusing God’s commands and fleeing in the
opposite direction?
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e Fear for life

* Hatred of Assyrians

e Uncomfortable command

. gl



Read: Jonah 1:4-16
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1.) What amazing thing did the LORD do through the
storm and the preaching of Jonah? (v. 16)

* These pagan sailors were converted to faith in the
LORD. '




Overview: Jonah 2










Read: Jonah 3

1.) God’s word came to Jonah again and this time he
obeyed. How would you classify Jonah’s message? (v.4)

* |t was a law message




2.) How did the Ninevites respond to this message of
judgement? (v. 5-9)

* They confessed and turned from their evil ways
(repented).




3.) How did God respond to their repentance? (v. 10)




Read: Jonah 4

1.) How did Jonah respond to God’s
compassion? (v. 1, 3) Why? (v.2)

* He was angry. So angry he
wanted to die. All because he
knew the Lord was so merciful
that he would forgive the people
of Nineveh, and Jonah didn’t
want that to happen!




2.) Jonah was very angry about the
Lord’s compassion but very happy
about a vine that gave him shade
and protection. The next day the
LORD sent a worm to destroy the
vine. What did the Lord hope to

11)

 You care more about a vine than
120,000 people who need to be
forgiven and saved.







LAW

* God’s commands, threats, punishments...

—God commanded Jonah to preach to the
Ninevites.

—God sent the storm to stop Jonah
—God threatened to destroy Nineveh
—God confronted Jonah for his lovelessness



Gospel

* God’s mercy, forgiveness, goodness, and
promises...

—The sailors were brought to faith

—God sent the fish to swallow Jonah and kept him
alive inside

—The Ninevites repented and God relented



Connecting to HIStory

‘U", > .S.‘-\.”




Matthew 12:38-41 Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of
the law said to him, “Teacher, we want to see a miraculous
sign from you.” He answered, “A wicked and adulterous
generation asks for a miraculous sign! But none will be given it
except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three
days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of
Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the
earth. The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with
this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the
preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here.”



Matthew 12:38-41 Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of
the law said to him, “Teacher, we want to see a miraculous
sign from you.” He answered, “A wicked and adulterous
generation asks for a miraculous sign! But none will be given it
except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three
days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of
Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the
earth. The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with
this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the
preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here.”




1) Christ’s resurrection from the
grave would be the undeniable
proof that he is the Son of God
and the Savior.

2) Jesus also considered Jonah'’s
story to be actual history.




WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

I

24

50 \."-\,v




1.) How does the story of Jonah show that God’s power to

change hearts is in the message and NOT in the

messenger?

* Jonah did not want to preach to the Ninevites or want
them to be saved, but GOD worked it anyway through

his Word.




2.) List some of the excuses that we, like Jonah, often give
for why we can’t share the news of Jesus with others.

* | don’t know what to say.

e I'm afraid (of ridicule, violence, etc.).

| don’t want others to be saved because....




3.) How does the story of Jonah disprove and disarm each
of our excuses?

* God gives us what to say in his Word, which is the power
of God.

* God is with us and will accomplish what he wants
through our witness.

* God loved you enough to rescue you, undeserving as
you are!



Christmas program pract
Saturday at 9:00-1C
Christmas program on
Review Due on 215t
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