
 

 

8911 FM-1488 
Magnolia, TX  77354 
 

www.Wildwood-UMC.org 
(832) 934-0100 
 
Missions email: 
Missions@Wildwood-UMC.org 

. 

Wildwood strives to provide faith-based, 

community-wide solutions to individuals 

and families that need hope for a better 

future.  Whether the need is a ramp  

enabling a wheelchair-bound individual 

to achieve a better quality of life, a family 

in need of groceries, or parents unable to 

provide gifts for their children at Christ-

mas, Wildwood offers services year-

round.  Our outreach spreads from  

Magnolia to as far away as Honduras so 

see where your talents can be used for the 

Glory of God!   I can always be reached by 

email at missions@wildwood-umc.org. 
 

Cindy O’Donnell, Missions Chair 
Ryan Trushenski, Staff Liaison 
  

> Angel Tree  
Eighty-two children were blessed 
with gifts this Christmas thanks to 
your generosity. 
 
 

 

 
December 2023 

Ramps - Robert Tonti 

Household Assistance -  Mike Cooley 

Family Promise - Kathy Miller 

Food Pantry - Cindy O’Donnell 

Health & Wellness - Joan Appleton 

Tutors & Life Skills - Debra Henderer 

Prison Ministry – Glenn Smith 

 

Hearts & Hugs – Chris DuBois 

Stitches of Love – Cindy O’Donnell 

Sew Much Love – Jean Kreutzer 

Angel Tree – Beverly Robertson 

Big House – Jessica McMullen 

Houston Furniture Bank – Cindy O. 

http://www.Wildwood-UMC.org


 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The group had no projects this month but have several scheduled to complete in December and January.  
Reach out to Mike Cooley if you are able to help with any of them. 

We finished the year very strong completing two very special ramps this month!   
 
The first was a direct request by a Wildwood church attendee in Magnolia.  Jim 
Harvey went above and beyond to retrieve sections of spare aluminum ramps 
from Texas Ramp Project storage in Houston which the team innovatively 
matched with wood platforms building our first “hybrid” ramp. Wildwood  
Missions provided funding for the lumber and other supplies.  The team included 
Jim Grinnan, Ron Newman, Doug Kerins, Craig Kelly, Steve Ramsey,  
Robert Tonti and new ramp builder Paul Sipes. 
 
The second ramp fulfilled a request from Habitat for Humanity. An 80-year-old 
woman in Willis needed a ramp from a deck badly in need of re-surfacing and level-
ing. The ramp was 49 feet long and the deck leading to it was 32’ long, making this 
the largest project ever constructed by the team involving 110 person-hours  
contributed by 14 volunteers.  Mike Cooley led the effort over two full days with much thanks to Steve Ramsey, 
Jim Grinnan, Jim Harvey, Doug Kerins, Craig Kelly, Greg Miller, Ron Newman, Parker Hoffman, Kerry 
Kilgore, Ed Schott, Dick Fulmer, Lawrence Mays and new ramp builder Lily.  Significantly, this was also our 
first project funded by Habitat for Humanity.  Incredible work! 
    
It was a wonderful year of giving for ramps. We cannot say thank you enough to the volunteers and to God for 
lending the skills of His hand and the love of His heart. We completed 14 ramps, most of any year so far.  We 
involved volunteers from within our Wildwood congregation and from outside in our work, such as the Magnolia 
Fire Department, BCCK Engineering, other churches such as those attending Big House and private individuals 
who heard about us and just wanted to help.  We fulfilled requests brought to us not only by the local hospitals and 
dialysis clinics through Texas Ramp Project, but also from Meals on Wheels and Habitat for Humanity.  We 
made a profound difference for people in our community who were in medical and financial need.    
 
If you read this report and feel you may be able to volunteer in 2024, please text or call Robert Tonti (504-975-
7440), because we will assure you that you can as 2024 promises to be a year of many opportunities to fellow-
ship and serve.   

 Wildwood is a partner of the Houston Furniture Bank assisting families who have been the victims of fires, floods or  

economically disadvantaged in acquiring furniture for their home.  If you, or someone you know, are downsizing, 

moving, or replacing furniture, linens, dishes/flatware/pans, pictures, lamps, etc., please consider donating to the 

HFB.  For a minimal tax-deductible fee they will pick up what you have.  Their website is www.houstonfurniturebank.org.  (NOTE:  The Saw-

dust site is being relocated; once the new site is determined, in-person tours can resume.  In the meantime, virtual tours are conducted from 

their Houston site and delivery fees are determined from the old Sawdust location for rate purposes.) 

http://www.houstonfurniturebank.org


 

 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 

Class Program 
 

The Wildwood UMC sponsored classes are conducted on Mondays: GriefShare, Quest for Authentic Manhood 
(ITP), Quest II: Winning at Work and Home (ITP) and Disciple I. GriefShare and Quest for Authentic Manhood 
have already ended for 2023; Winning at Work and Home and Disciple I both ended this month with 21 grad-
uates.  All classes will begin again on Monday, February 5, plus we will be adding another class, Disciple II, as 
well. 
 

Kairos #12 
 

The Luther #12 Kairos team is forming and is scheduled for April 18-21, 2024. Wildwood UMC members 
Glenn Taylor, Bryan Johnson, Ryan Trushenski, David Kennedy, Nick Smith, Joe Wilson and Glenn Smith have 
served on Luther #11 and/or Luther #12. David Kennedy will lead the Luther #13 Kairos band. Wildwood 
members Jordan Farrar and Andy Rhodes will be joining the other men for Luther #12. Other Wildwood men 
are invited to join us. 
 

Worship Services 
 

Cedric Allen, a prison volunteer sponsored by Wildwood, spoke on Sunday, November 19, at worship services 
in the Gym and the Trustee Camp and spoke again on Sunday, December 17. 
 

Christmas Blessing Bags 
 

We distributed 1,400 Christmas Blessing Bags on Saturday, December 2, from 4:00-7:00 PM. The  
following Wildwood prison volunteers are served on the team: David Kennedy, Glenn Taylor, Bryan Johnson, 
Ryan Trushenski, Nick Smith and Glenn Smith. They will be accompanied by “Special Volunteers” Jordan Far-
rar, Greg Miller, Bob Sasser, Jeff Patrick and Ronnie Schindler. 
 

 
 

Luke 23:30-43 
 

“One of the criminals who were hanged there was hurling abuse at Him, saying, “Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself and us!”  

But the other answered, and rebuking him said, “Do you not even fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemna-

tion?”  And we indeed are suffering justly, for we are receiving what we deserve for our deeds; but this man has done nothing 

wrong.”  “And he was saying, Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom!”  “And He said to him, “Truly I say to you, 

today, you shall be with Me in paradise.” 

Luther #10 Kairos participants and volunteers 

April 2023 

Family of Paul during the Luther #10 Kairos  

with Wildwood member Nick Smith. 



The 2023 Angel Tree was a success, providing 82 children with Christmas 
gifts that were a result of the generosity of members of Wildwood UMC.   
It began Sunday, November 19 with visits to each Sunday School class and 
continued with the tree in the Narthex the next two Sundays.  All gifts 
were delivered by December 10 and, with the help of Sharon ooley, Cathy 
Ehley and Janet Sessarego, it was verified that all the children received 
their requests and were packed up for delivery to Intercept Ministries.  
The delivery was facilitated by the Boy Scout Troop #623. 

 

Our seamstresses will be taking November and December off but if you know of an organization that would like 
some bears for the holidays, please let us know.  Join us in January if you love to sew, cut out patterns, iron, or 
stuff bears as we meet each Monday morning. 

Our quilters will be taking November and December off but look forward to another great year as we resume in 
January!  Donations are greatly appreciated!  Gift cards or certificates from the following would be a blessing:  Jo-
Ann Fabrics, Hobby Lobby, Conroe Sew & Vac, or local quilt shops. 

We delivered 20 blankets to Meals on Wheels for distribution to their seniors during December.  We are also being 
gifted four tubs of yarn from Hope Church Montgomery.  This group of ladies from the community share their cre-
ations, new patterns, and lots of laughs!  If you knit or crochet, please join us as we have yarn for you to choose  
from.  If you know of someone no longer in need of their supplies, please let us know. 

To date in 2023, we have served 868 households and 4.024 individuals.  Several of our pantry families were also 
recipients of gifts from our Angel Tree.  We remain in need of the following items:  jelly, Instant potatoes, cereal 
for children, and crackers. 

 

 

This ministry has two components:  health advocacy visits and educational opportunities.  This ministry is currently 
busy with individual health advocacy and spiritual care visits.  Drs. Joe and Joan Appleton visit upon request to  
hospitals, rehabilitation centers, and assisted living/nursing home settings.   

We look forward to hosting these weeks in 2024:  May 5-11, September 8-14, and December 1-7.  We will also be 
sharing more opportunities to participate with this organization outside of our host weeks.  If you have questions 
about this ministry, please contact Kathy Miller at Missions@wildwood-umc.org. 


