Outline: The Unchained Gospel Series - The Prison Epistles

## |. Introduction: Paul's Imprisonment
- Paul sits in a rented house in Rome, chained
- Despite confinement, the gospel continues advancing

- From this space came letters that still shape the world 2000 years later

## 1. The Four Prison Epistles

- **Ephesians™** - to the church at Ephesus
- **Philippians** - to the church at Philippi
- **Colossians** - to the church at Colossae

- **Philemon** - personal letter to Philemon about his slave Onesimus

## lll. The Nature of These Letters

- Not just academic texts to be studied

- Love letters from a suffering pastor to spiritual children

- Heartfelt cry from a father to believers facing persecution

- Message to ordinary believers in extraordinary circumstances

## IV. The Central Message

- **Christ is Lord and His freedom changes everything:**
- Changes our church
- Changes our family
- Changes our workplace

- Changes our heart



## V. Historical Context

- Written around A.D. 60-62

- Paul under house arrest in Rome

- Allowed visitors; letters carried by men like Tychicus and Onesimus
- Modest Roman home with constant supervision

- Spiritual expansion from physical isolation

## V1. The Principle of Clarity Through Confinement
- God does greatest work in moments of desperation
- When we're hemmed in and limited

- Prison didn't silence Paul—it provided clarity

- Our biggest problems often bring greatest clarity

## VII. Four Letters, One Christ

### A. Different Lenses on Jesus

- **Ephesians**: Church as Christ's body—chosen, united, seated with Him
- **Philippians**: Joy and partnership—standing firm through Christ's mind
- **Colossians**: Christ supreme over creation and spiritual powers

- **Philemon**: Gospel of reconciliation—slave and master become brothers

### B. Complete Picture
- The cosmic: "all things in heaven and earth under Christ"
- The personal: "receive him as a brother"

- Gospel stretches from eternity past into your living room

## VIII. Five Key Greek Words



1. **Charis (Grace)**: God's favor as gift, not reward

2. **Koinonia (Fellowship)**: Real community in daily living, celebrating victories and mourning
together

3. ¥*Mystéerion (Mystery)**: Plan once hidden, now revealed—Jews and Gentiles one in Christ
4. **Qikonomia (Stewardship)**: God's household plan, our calling to faithfulness

5. **[Theological backbone]**: Salvation undeserved, peace purchased, fellowship costly,
stewardship sacred

## IX. Overview of Individual Books

### A. Ephesians: God's Eternal Blueprint

- Ephesians 1:3-14: One long sentence blessing God's eternal plan

- Chosen in Christ before foundation of the world

- Context: Wealthy Ephesus with marble temples and idols

- "Christ is head of the church" preached to city ruled by other lords
- Counter-cultural household and church

- Homes with voluntary submission and love replacing domination

### B. Philippians: Joy That Chains Can't Kill

- Philippi was Roman colony addicted to status

- "QOur citizenship is in heaven"

- Word "joy" echoes thirteen times

- Joy anchored in Christ's presence and mission, not circumstances
- Christ "emptying Himself" —invitation to divine humility

- Joy comes from submission, humility, and kneeling in prayer

### C. Colossians: Christ Supreme



- Colossae: small, overshadowed town (like our communities)

- Highest Christological passage: "image of invisible God...all things hold together"

- False teachers offered spiritual shortcuts—secret knowledge, mystical power, rules
- Similar to today's social media claims of secret revelations

- *¥*Clarification**: God still brings revelation, heals, performs signs

- We need to "apply" what's already given, not "add to" Scripture

- Answer: "You are complete in Christ"

### D. Philemon: Grace in the Living Room

- House church in Philemon's home

- Onesimus: runaway slave who came to faith through Paul

- Law says punishment; gospel says reconciliation

- "Receive him as you would receive me"—revolutionary grace
- Master and slave become brothers

- Call to forgiveness that costs something

- Gospel moves from theological dogma to table fellowship

## X. The Pattern Emerges

- **Ephesians**: The cosmic plan of God
- **Philippians**: The joyful life of faith

- **Colossians**: The supremacy of Christ

- **Philemon**: The gospel lived at home

## XI. Application for Those Who Feel Bound
- Bound by fear, debt, disappointment, or mundane routine

- **Message**: You may live in chains, but gospel is not chained



- May be small in world's eyes, but heaven's purposes run through ordinary life

## Xll. What a House-Arrested Apostle Teaches Us

1. Christ is bigger than your situation—Rome couldn't stop gospel

2. Don't underestimate what God can do through ordinary believers loving well
3. Fruit of Spirit thrives even in dark places

4. Don't need new revelation, just deeper trust in Christ

5. If gospel can turn slave into brother, it can heal your home

## Xlll. Conclusion: The Gospel Still Works This Way

- Paul's greetings from "Caesar's household"

- Imperial palace now has Jesus followers because of prisoner in chains
- Gospel begins in hidden places—prisons, living rooms, small churches

- Spreads through lives yielded to Christ's Lordship



