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PROGRAM NOTES

\4titing aboLrt this lvork, f)r' Barnwell remincls us, "Every chik.l born gives us renerved hope for the
lvorid. but for each child to knol their vah"re ancl unclerstard their reJponsibility in the rvorld, they
nust knorv who they are. And they must understand the sum totat of all the things we are is o1e.
In all the',r'ays that count, we are one.,'

This work is built upon a stack of tour ostinati witir clriving rhythms lvhich unclerscore a texted
nel0dy that lilts and swa}'s in a mast natural r,vay. She adcls an upper voice which at times functions
as a duet rvith the meladic ruaterial and at oiher times imparts a gentle countermelociy..

TEXT

For eaeh child that's born. a moming star rises
and sings to the universe who we are.

We are our grandrnotlrers' praver.s.
and we are oul' graldfafhers' dreamings,
lve are the breath of our aneestcrs,
we are the s;:irit of Coel.

We are nothers of courage and {athers o{.time,
lve aro daughters oldust ancl thc sons of great visions,
we'rc sisters of rnercy and brothers o{.love,
!\ze are lovels ol'li{'e and thr: buildem of nations.
we'r:e seekers cf trulh and keepers o{,{aiilr,
lve are makers r:{'peace and the wisdcnr of ages.

-Ysaye 
lVI. ISarntvell

llr' Y-saye ll{. Barnwell is a comtnissionecl coml:oser, affanger, author, and actress" She 6egan her
IS-year violin instruction at age t\.vo and a half ancl went on tciearn clegrees in speech patholgly (rjS^
MSEd). craniotomy-facial studies {pl.D.) anci publie health iMSpH). ln artdition, she was ui"urd.rt
honorary doctoral degrees frcm theological seininaries in lllincis and virginia.
Dr' Ba:awell taught at Howarel Uaiversity College of Dentistry itr over a clecade, later moving o'
tc overseeing public health pmjects. hi 1979- she joined the Grarnmy winning Ati.ican Arnerlcan
female a cappella ensenble Srveet Honey il the Rock.

She also serl'ed as teacher and cltoral etinician in African American cr.ritural pertbrmance, leading a
wor*lshop ertitled "Buiiding a Vocal Community: Singing in ttre African Americal'kadition,, both
at home and abroad. Conducted in the cral traditir:n, iiutilized an African world vierv anil explorecl
AfricanAmerican liistory, values, cultural. and vocal traditions tc bLriid eommunities of soug emong
both singers and non-singers. Her pedagogy is trighly respected among musicians, eclueatoi, health
wcrkers, activists, organizers, and members of both corporaJe and nori-prcfit sectors.

In addition, Dr Barlwell has published bcoks ancl rnade appearances on tv and in fiI1r. Composing
music tbr datrce' choral, filtn ancl videa, she has received commissions ti.om coultless organizations
inciuding Sesarue Street, Alvin AileyAmerican Dauce Theater, and the King,s Singers u,rrlng others"

E' C' Schirmer Music Company is proucl ta be the publisliing home for Dr. Barnu,ell.s choral music.
Please visit ecspublishing.com for a cc*plete listing of her rvorks.
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