






Key scripture: Nehemiah 1:3-11
A city with broken down walls represented a defeated people. The people of Jerusalem were in great 
distress and reproach. The inhabitants of the city were broken because the walls were broken.  

“The survivors who are left from the captivity in the province are there in great distress and reproach. 
The wall of Jerusalem is also broken down, and its gates are burned with fire.” Nehemiah 1:3

Nehemiah was broken for the broken! 

“So it was, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned for many days; I was 
fasting and praying before the God of heaven.” Nehemiah 1:4

Living God’s way means making His priorities our priorities, even when they are different from ours.  As 
Christians we are often waiting for our “great escape” from this broken world when God is wanting us 
to be about His business of bring hope, health and healing to a hurting world through the Good News of 
Jesus Christ.
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Day One

We pray: 
BREAK OUR HEART FOR WHAT 
BREAKS YOURS, FATHER

Prayer:
Heavenly Father reveal to me what’s on your heart today. 
Break my heart for what breaks yours. Give me your heart 
for the lost and broken. As Nehemiah responded and the 
Prophet answered your call in Isaiah 6:8 so I hear your voice 
today and say “Hear I am!  Send me.” I will ARISE AND 
BUILD!





Key scripture: Nehemiah 1:3-11
“Men and women are needed whose prayers will give to the world the utmost power of God; who will 
make His promises to blossom with rich and full results. God is waiting to hear us and challenges us to 
bring Him to do this thing by our praying. He is asking us, to-day, as He did His ancient Israel, to prove 
Him now herewith.” Behind God’s Word is God Himself, and we read: “Thus saith the Lord, the Holy One 
of Israel, his Maker: Ask of me of things to come and concerning my sons, and concerning the work of my 
hands, command ye me.” As though God places Himself in the hands and at the disposal of His people 
who pray - as indeed He does. The dominant element of all praying is faith, that is conspicuous, cardinal 
and emphatic. Without such faith it is impossible to please God, and equally impossible to pray.” E.M. 
Bounds, “The Weapon of Prayer”

Nehemiah wasn’t having a pity party when he was weeping over the people of Jerusalem and the 
condition of the walls. The news of the city didn’t cause him to just sit back and complain or blame.  

Nehemiah prayed and fasted. As Nehemiah was arising to take action his first action was to pray to the 
awesome and great God! When Nehemiah prayed he was saying “God you’re my source, you’re my help, 
I depend on you, I can’t do this on my own.”  

As a church we can’t do this in our strength. WE NEED GOD! Therefore we need corporate prayer. 

Arise and Build

Arise and Build
   encounterpeople.tv

DEVOTION AND PRAYER GUIDE

WE BUILD 
PEOPLE

Day Two

We pray: 
FOR A DESIRE FOR PERSONAL 
AND CORPORATE PRAYER

Prayer:
Father you’ve called us to be “A HOUSE OF PRAYER!”  
Give me a greater desire to pray both personally and 
corporately.  I will ARISE AND BUILD! 





Key scripture: Nehemiah 1:1 / Nehemiah 2:1-8 / Nehemiah 3:11-17
In Nehemiah 1:1 we read that is was in the month of “Kislev” when Nehemiah was informed of the 
condition of the walls around Jerusalem. 

In Nehemiah 2:1 we discover that Nehemiah approached the King in the month of “Nisan.” There are 
approximately 4 months that separate these two months.  What was Nehemiah doing during these four 
months? He was PRAYING and PLANNING! 

How do we know Nehemiah was planning? Chapter 2 reveals that when Nehemiah asked the King for 
permission to go to Jerusalem and rebuild the walls he also had a few request of the King to help him on 
his journey and for supplies to begin the work once he arrived.  

Nehemiah 3 tells us that Nehemiah was in the city 3 days and toured the area at night. What was 
Nehemiah doing?  No doubt, praying and planning. You could say, “counting the cost.” 

“But don’t begin until you count the cost. For who would begin construction of a building without first 
calculating the cost to see if there is enough money to finish it?” Luke 14:28
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Day Three

We pray: 
FOR GOD’S PLANS 
AND STRATEGIES 

Prayer:
Heavenly Father give us your plans and strategies to reach 
the lost and hurting in our city and around the world. I will 
ARISE AND BUILD!  





Key scripture: Nehemiah 1:1 / Nehemiah 6:15
I believe that when Nehemiah was broken and weeping his heart became breeding ground for a God size 
dream. A dream that would give him a clear picture of what the walls around Jerusalem should look like.
Let me stop here and say that when our hearts are broken and hurting they can also become breeding 
ground for despair and hopelessness. 

What prevents this?  Allowing God to give you a God size dream of hope and restoration! Things might 
look difficult and hopeless but if you’ll tune in to God’s frequency he wants to give you a vision and plan 
for your future that breathes life into your broken heart and gives you a beautiful picture of hope and 
restoration.  

“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the LORD. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, to 
give you a future and a hope.”  Jeremiah 29:11

This verse was written to people who were in captivity.  I don’t know what might be going on in your 
life right now but I know it’s time to start DREAMING AGAIN! Pray, seek God, and he will give you 
a vision of the future he has for you!  And when your life is restored God can use you to arise and build 
people!
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Day Four

We pray: 
TO START DREAMING
GOD DREAMS

Prayer:
Father give me a vision of the future you have for me. I want to dust 
off the dreams you’ve given me and once again have a clear picture 
of the purpose you created me for. I confess it’s time for me to start 
dreaming again! I will ARISE AND BUILD!





Key scripture: Nehemiah 2
Is dreaming enough? Is planning enough? Is being broken for the broken enough? Is praying enough?  
The answer for all four questions is NO!

At some point we have to step out in faith. I believe the above process is important but the fulfillment of 
the dream isn’t accomplished until the work of the dream begins. Nehemiah was putting his faith in action 
when he spoke to the King. He put his faith in action when he made the journey to Jerusalem. It was faith 
when he communicated to the city officials his purpose for being in their city.  

“The God of heaven Himself will prosper us; therefore we His servants will arise and build,” Nehemiah 
2:20

One commentary said the following. “Nehemiah was the James of the Old Testament challenging the 
people to show their faith by their works.”  

“For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.” James 2:26
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Day Five

We pray: 
FOR FAITH 
TO STEP OUT

Prayer:
Heavenly Father I thank you for the vision and plan you’ve 
given me. Now I ask you to help me take the step I need to 
take. Help me work the dream according to your purpose for 
my life and church. I want to do my part! I will ARISE AND 
BUILD!  





Key scripture: Nehemiah 3
Nehemiah 3 reveals a remarkable display of unity! The reconstruction of the walls was a tremendous 
challenge. Some 40 groups worked simultaneously to rebuild the walls in just 52 days.

The successful rebuilding demonstrates Nehemiah’s great ability to lead and organize but it also 
demonstrates the spirit of unity on the workers as they each completed their area of responsibility. 

“Coming together is a beginning.  Keeping together is progress. Working together is success.” Henry 
Ford

In Nehemiah the people working together in a spirit of unity is a foreshadow of the unity of purpose and 
work that is to characterize the church.  

“Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, and working 
together with one mind and purpose.” Philippians 2:2
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Day Six

We pray: 
FOR ME TO DO MY PART
IN A SPIRIT OF UNITY

Prayer:
Father help me to know and do my part in fulfilling the 
vision of Encounter Church. Help me to work with a spirit 
of unity with those around me and may I continually be 
reminded that we can do more together for your Kingdom 
than I can do by myself.  I will ARISE AND BUILD! 





Key scripture: Nehemiah 4:1,7-16
No-one likes to talk about it but the truth is that when you’re building for the Kingdom of God you 
will face opposition. Let me say that again, you will face opposition. That’s not a negative statement, 
that’s a “be aware” statement. Nehemiah faced opposition. Jesus faced opposition. Jesus’ disciples faced 
opposition. The Apostle Paul faced opposition. When building the Kingdom of God you and I will face 
opposition.  

“There is a wide-open door for a great work here, although many oppose me.” 1 Corinthians 16:9

The most difficult part of opposition is that it sometimes comes from other Christians. But let’s remember 
the following verse. 

“For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the 
unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places.”  
Ephesians 6:12

Our response should the be same as those rebuilding the wall. Pray to God. Continue the work with the 
sword of the Word of God in your heart and on your lips. Guard your heart against fear and remember the 
cause you are building for!
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Day Seven

We pray: 
FOR THE STRENGTH TO 
STAND AGAINST OPPOSITION

Prayer:
Father give me the strength to stand against any opposition that 
comes against me or our church as we move forward and make a 
difference for your Kingdom.  I will ARISE AND BUILD!    





Key scripture: Nehemiah 6:1-9
After Nehemiah had completed building the wall but the doors weren’t on the gates yet and they had 
almost completed the task. His opposition once again arises and wanted to meet with him 5 times but 
Nehemiah realized they just wanted to harm him.  

“They were just trying to intimidate us, imagining that they could discourage us and stop the work. So I 
continued the work with even greater determination.” Nehemiah 6:9

Nehemiah recognized the tactics of his enemy and knew their goal was to discourage him and try and get 
him to quit the work they were doing. Nehemiah could not afford discouragement. He had to finish the 
work. We must be on guard to not let discouragement replace God’s Spirit resting on us or living in us.  

In the Book of Joshua chapter 1 God tells Joshua several time to be “strong and courageous!”  

“This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your 
God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9

You and I must daily cultivate courage in our lives if we’re going to complete the work God has given us. 
We cultivate courage through Bible reading, prayer and having encouraging people around us.  
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Day Eight

We pray: 
FOR COURAGE 
TO FINISH THE WORK

Prayer:
Heavenly Father give me courage to finish the work!  Help me to 
recognize when the enemy is using others to discourage me and help 
me to get my focus back on you. I will ARISE AND BUILD! 





Key scripture: Nehemiah 6:3, 10-14
Nehemiah’s enemies were continually trying to intimidate Nehemiah and all those who were working 
together to rebuild the wall around Jerusalem. There were a flood of negative words coming against them 
on a continual basis. All with the purpose of getting them to discontinue the work.

But they refused to quit. So what is the enemies next tactic? To distract! If the enemy can’t get you to quit 
he will attempt to distract you. At one time Nehemiah’s enemies wanted to meet with Him in a location 
away from the work going on. I love Nehemiah’s reply. 

“so I replied by sending this message to them: “I am engaged in a great work, so I can’t come. Why 
should I stop working to come and meet with you?”  Nehemiah 6:3

After this they sent someone to lure Nehemiah into the “house of God”, the temple, for the purpose of 
hiding from the enemy that was trying to kill him.  

Sounds spiritual. After all Nehemiah was being asked to hide in the temple of God. But Nehemiah 
recognized it wasn’t from God and was just another distraction. 
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Day Nine

We pray: 
FOR DISCERNMENT TO 
RECOGNIZE DISTRACTIONS

Prayer:
Father give us discernment to recognize when the enemy 
is attempting to distract us from what you’ve called us to 
do. Help me to keep the main thing the main thing.  I will 
ARISE AND BUILD!   





Key scripture: Nehemiah 4:14 / Nehemiah 6:3
In the face of opposition Nehemiah had to remind the people “WHY” they had started the work and 
“WHY” they need to finish rebuilding the broken down walls of Jerusalem. 

“Don’t be afraid of the enemy! Remember the Lord, who is great and glorious, and fight for your brothers, 
your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your homes!” Nehemiah 4:14

“so I replied by sending this message to them: “I am engaged in a great work, so I can’t come. Why 
should I stop working to come and meet with you?” Nehemiah 6:3

Please allow me to remind you that the work we’re doing for Jesus is a GREAT WORK!

As a church family we want people in our city and around the world to Encounter God, Experience 
Family and Enlarge the Kingdom of God! 

We’re bringing hope, health and healing to a hurting world through the Good News of Jesus Christ! 

I’m engaged in a great work and I’m not coming down!
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Day Ten

We pray: 
TO REMEMBER 
THE “WHY” 

Prayer:
Heavenly Father I pray for the “WHY” 
to burn in my heart. I will ARISE AND 
BUILD









10 Days Schedule
September 22 - Worship Night
6:30 pm at Encounter Church with Jim and Lynda Bober

September 23 - Day 1 - Humble Yourselves
6:30 am at Encounter East
6:30 pm at Encounter Church with Justin and Kayla Woolf

September 24 - Day 2 - Press to Full Maturity
6:30 am at Encounter East
6:30 pm at Encounter Church with Jerry and Bev Lynn

September 25 - Day 3 - Ripe for Harvest
6:30 am at Encounter East
6:30 pm at Encounter Church with Ken and Kathy Thomason

September 26 - Day 4 - That None Should Perish
6:30 am at Encounter East
6:30 pm at Encounter Church with Anthony and Kristalina Schlumpf 

September 27 - Day 5 - A House Divided
6:30 am at Encounter East
6:30 pm at Encounter Church with Casey and Kimberly Ellzey

September 28 - Day 6 - One New Man
Pastor Ken Woolf during Morning Services at 9 & 10:45 am

September 29 - Day 7 - Partner with God
6:30 am at Encounter East
6:30 pm at Encounter Church with Carlos Williams

September 30 - Day 8 - Yes and Amen
6:30 am at Encounter East
6:30 pm at Encounter Church with Krysta Woods

October 1 - Day 9 - Return of the King
6:30 am at Encounter East
6:30 pm at Encounter Church with Darren Ward

October 2 - Day 10 - Worship Night - Face to Face
6:30 am at Encounter East
6:30 pm at Encounter Church with Staci Jester


