
 

LIFE GROUP GUIDE – 11/12 
Saved? - “Not Guilty” 
 

Opening Prayer 
Begin your time together by inviting the Holy Spirit to guide your discussion and open hearts to understand 
what salvation truly means. 

Ice Breaker Question 
Have you ever experienced a moment where you thought you understood something important, only to realize 
later you didn't fully grasp it? What was that like? 

 

Key Sermon Summary 
This message challenges us to examine what salvation really means beyond simply "praying a prayer" or 
"walking an aisle." The pastor explored how God's justice and love meet at the cross, where Jesus takes our 
guilty verdict upon Himself. True salvation isn't just about escaping hell—it's about understanding we were 
guilty before a righteous Judge and that Christ paid our sentence. 

 

Discussion Questions 

Understanding Salvation 

1. The Lock-In Story: The pastor shared about a youth event where 100 kids were declared "saved" in one 
night. What are the dangers of rushing people through salvation without helping them understand what 
really happened? 

2. Saved from What?: Many people don't understand what they're being saved from. How would you 
explain to someone what we need to be saved from? Why is understanding God's justice essential to 
understanding salvation? 

3. More Than a Prayer: The sermon challenged the idea that salvation is just about praying a prayer or 
raising a hand. What's the difference between believing Jesus was a real historical figure and truly 
believing in Him with your whole heart? 

God's Justice and Love 

4. The Judge Illustration: Discuss the courtroom illustration where the judge lets the guilty person go 
free. Why would that feel wrong? How does this help us understand why God can't simply "let sin 
slide"? 

5. Justice and Grace Together: How does Jesus' sacrifice satisfy both God's justice and His love? Why 
was it necessary for someone to pay the price rather than God just forgiving without payment? 



6. The Animal Sacrifices: The Old Testament system required constant animal sacrifices. How does 
understanding this repetitive process help us appreciate what Jesus did once and for all? 

Personal Examination 

7. Self-Examination: The pastor asked, "Have I been saved or have I just assumed that I'm saved?" This is 
a challenging question. What are some indicators that someone has truly been saved versus just going 
through religious motions? 

8. Belief vs. Faith: The sermon distinguished between intellectual belief and faith that changes your life. 
What does it look like to "put your whole faith in Him" rather than just acknowledge He existed? 

9. Making Jesus Lord: What does it mean practically to make Jesus Lord of your life? How is this 
different from just accepting Him as Savior? 

 

Key Takeaways 
• Salvation is not a rushed transaction—it's a profound transformation where Jesus takes our guilty 

verdict upon Himself 
• God's justice is essential to His character—He cannot ignore sin and remain just 
• Jesus satisfies both justice and love—He doesn't excuse our sin but pays for it Himself 
• True belief changes everything—it's not intellectual agreement but whole-hearted trust that transforms 

how we live 
• We must examine ourselves honestly—being in church doesn't automatically mean we're saved 

 

Practical Applications 

This Week's Challenge 

Choose one or more of these action steps: 

1. Personal Inventory: Set aside 30 minutes alone with God this week. Honestly ask yourself: "Do I truly 
know Jesus, or do I just know about Him?" Journal your thoughts and prayers. 

2. Study the Gospel: Read through the book of Romans chapters 3-8 this week. Write down what you 
learn about sin, justice, grace, and salvation. 

3. Share Your Story: If you are confident in your salvation, share with someone this week what Jesus has 
done for you—not just that you "got saved," but what it means that Jesus took your place. 

4. Clarify Your Understanding: If you're uncertain about your salvation, reach out to a pastor, elder, or 
mature Christian this week. Don't let uncertainty linger—seek clarity. 

5. Pray for Others: Make a list of 3-5 people you know who may have assumed they're saved without 
truly understanding. Commit to praying for them daily and asking God for opportunities to have genuine 
conversations. 

 

 



Memory Verse 
Romans 10:9-10 "If you declare with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord,' and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your 
mouth that you profess your faith and are saved." 

 

Closing Prayer Points 
• Thank God that He is both just and loving 
• Praise Jesus for taking our guilty verdict upon Himself 
• Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal any areas where we've assumed salvation without truly surrendering 
• Pray for those in your group who may be wrestling with questions about their salvation 
• Ask God for opportunities to share the true gospel with others 

 

Looking Ahead 
Next week's message will continue exploring what happens when we give ourselves wholly to Christ. Come 
prepared to discuss what changes when Jesus becomes Lord of our lives. 

 

Leader's Notes 
• This topic may bring up deep questions or concerns for some group members. Create a safe space for 

honest discussion. 
• Be prepared for someone to express uncertainty about their salvation. Have resources available (pastor 

contact info, recommended books, Scripture passages). 
• Don't rush through questions—this is foundational material worth spending time on. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



QUICK-HIT Ques-ons (for less formal discussion) 
Pick and Choose from any ques-ons that might fit your discussion 
 

1. Pastor illustrates that God cannot be who He is not - how does this unchangeable nature of God's justice 
and holiness impact your understanding of why Jesus had to die? 

 

2. Romans 10:9-10 speaks of both believing in your heart and confessing with your mouth - why are both 
components essential to salvation rather than just one? 

 

3. How does the Old Testament sacrificial system, where animals repeatedly died for sins, help us 
appreciate the once-and-for-all sacrifice of Jesus on the cross? 

 

4. What does it mean to truly 'believe' in Jesus beyond just acknowledging He was a historical figure, and 
how does that kind of belief transform a person? 

 

5. If we were all guilty before a righteous judge with no way to pay our debt, how should this reality shape 
our attitude toward those who don't yet know Christ? 

 

6. The sermon describes salvation as being 'justified' in God's eyes through Christ - how does 
understanding this legal term deepen your appreciation for what Jesus accomplished? 


