PENTECOST.VIIYC	Teach Us To Pray 	July 27, 2025
FL: Hosea 1:2-10       PSALM 85	      GOSPEL Luke 11:1-13	SL: Colossians 2:6-19
In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on God’s coming reign, God’s mercy, and the strengthening of the community. Jesus encourages his disciples to a childlike trust and persistence in prayer.
Luke 11:1-13
Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” So Jesus said to them, “When you pray, say:
Father, may your name be revered as holy.
  May your kingdom come.
  Give us each day our daily bread.
  And forgive us our sins,
   for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
  And do not bring us to the time of trial.”
And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything out of friendship, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs.
 	“So I say to you, ASK, and it will be given to you; SEARCH, and you will find; KNOCK, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if your child asked for a fish, would give a snake instead of a fish.  Or if the child asked for an egg, would give a scorpion? If you, then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
Beloved of God, Grace to you and peace, from God – our Father,
and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
As you may have discerned, our theme today is Prayer. It is quite a gift God has given us – welcoming us to not only be in relationship with the Creator of the entire cosmos – but also to actively consult with, engage with, seek his face and even argue our own perspectives with him. 
Prayer * Perseverance * Psalms * Practicing Presence * Petitions
Those of you who have been reading the regular RLC texts this past week in preparation to hear today’s message, may have read about Abraham and his prayers or conversations with God. In today’s reading, Abraham takes the role of a mediator between God and sinful humanity. Appealing to God’s justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the city of Sodom for the sake of the few righteous people there, including Abraham’s nephew, Lot. 
20 The Lord said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave their sin!”	
God has heard and is responding to the prayers of the people
Many of us were taught to interpret the sins of Sodom totally in reference to illicit sexual conduct. But Elijah sets the record straight by explaining that “Sodom and cities around there exhibited pride, excess of food and preposterous ease – but did not aid the poor and needy. They were haughty and did abominable things – violent IN-Hospitality.”[endnoteRef:1] [1:  “Theological Reflection” from Day Resources Lectionary 17.  www.sundaysandseasons.com, accessed 7-21-2025.] 

Abraham reminds God of his merciful character – and begs God to have mercy on the people if there at least 50…45…40…30…20…10… It is almost like an overly curious child on a long road trip. “Mommy – are we there yet? 
Abraham is bold and persistent. God relents and spares the city for a time. 
This gives us an insight to understanding the rather odd story of Hosea…about 1300 years later. God again is upset with the people of the Covenant who do not respect or maintain the promises they made in the Covenant with God.
They were living in close proximity to the Canaanites and observed their forms of worship –participating in them – thinking that would improve their crops, livestock, and general fertility of life by worshipping those gods too.
Hosea uses the imagery of the marriage covenant to teach them about the relationship they have with God. Hosea’s name means “Salvation” – (Hosea as in Hosannah – means “Lord Save us” which was used to greet Jesus as he rode into Jerusalem – and is our ultimate salvation!)
But at the Lord’s direction, Hosea takes a wife who was unfaithful. Gomer was her name – which means “end” – meaning unfaithfulness is a path to destruction – of relationship – to the end of sustaining life. And that is carried on to successive generations – as the name of the children suggest:
Jezre-el – means “God sows the seed”- which is also the name of the place where the wicked kings of the Northern Kingdom were destroyed.
Lo-Ru-hamah – meaning “No Pity” for “I will no longer have pity on the house of Israel or forgive them.” 
Lo – Ammi – means – “Not My People” “you are not my people, and I am not your God.”
But then God says, “I will have pity on the house of Judah, and I will save them by the Lord their God; I will not save them by bow or by sword or by war or by horses or by horsemen.” Yet that is what they continued to look for – winning by power of the sword and strength.
          But just as Hosea stayed with Gomer as a symbol of God’s faithfulness, God says, “Yet the number of the people of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which can be neither measured nor numbered, and in the place where it was said to them, “You are not my people,” it shall be said to them, “Children of the living God.” There remains promise and hope – for the whole Jewish family and for us all.
Persistence – in asking God for clarity, for strength, for action on the promises God has made, in living into our covenant promises as well – to be faithful in relationship and communication with this faithful God. 
Psalms also give us a guide for prayer. The Psalter – the 150 Psalms are not only songs but prayer of the Jewish people – the Prayerbook of Jesus Christ! He quote from it often, and even from the cross. Many of the Psalms are prayers of trust and thanksgiving and praise, but there are also honest reflections of the pain people face in life.
Even Laments and imprecatory psalms are included – assuring us we can bring that honesty to God – declaring the anger and frustration when life seems arbitrary and unfair – and we may want our version of justice – or even revenge.
Our Psalm today (85) gives us that glimpse in the middle – calling on God to change the way things are going. It feels like too much:
Will you be displeased with us forever?
  	Will you prolong your anger from age to age?
 	Will you not give us life again, that your people may rejoice in you?
 	Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation.
 	I will listen to what the Lord God is saying;
  		for you speak peace to your faithful people 
and to those who turn their hearts to you.
Get to know these prayers and their honesty. They remind us God knows where we are – so we can be brutally honest when we talk to God. We can be bold in what we ask for – knowing sometimes the answer may be NO – or not yet – or I’m working for you now – or in you now – and sometimes a resounding YES! 
PERSISTANCE * PSALMS * Practicing the PRESENCE of God With Us
God is with us always and invites us to recognize his presence with us – in both formal and informal ways. Paul reminds us in I Thessalonians to Pray Always – without ceasing! (5:17) That reminds us that prayer need not always be scripted – but honest and from our heart to God’s loving and merciful heart. (1005)But he began earlier – recognizing the needs of people in what they displayed as in Acts 17:22-28
22 Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely spiritual you are in every way.  For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you: The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands,  nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things.  From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us.  For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we, too, are his offspring.(198)
In many of the songs such outside worship, there are actually honest prayers asking for God to do something or reveal the presence or bring hope. Several years ago, U2 sang “I Still haven’t found what I’m looking for”
K’naan, a hip-hop artist now from Canada (who fled Somalia during the war) sings “Heaven, is there a chance that you could come down and open doors for hurting people like me?” All around us are people and pictures, poems and songs reflecting the “Hurts” and the “Persistent Knocking” or the longing for “Doors to be opened”… for the “people like me”.  
· Are we hearing the cries around us – or too busy like the people of Hosea’s time focusing on our own pleasure and comforts (or lack there of)
· How can we be in prayer/conversation with God about how to open those door and shine Christ’s light in our community this Fall? In our world in the years to come?
· Who is knocking on our doors – looking for salvation/direction these days? How do we respond?
Jesus assures us that if we seek – we will find God * If we knock – the door will be opened * Ask and we will receive life.
Prayer * Perseverance * Psalms * Practicing Presence * Petitions
The disciples have been following Jesus for a long time – and they recognize that his prayer life is integral to his daily life. He seeks out that time before the day and after events. He makes room for it even – perhaps especially when he is exhausted – it fills him and he is more vibrant and effective in what he does and says than anyone they have even known. So they bold say – “Teach us!” 
(Gumball Prayers)
Jesus gives them this model that begins with relationship, continues with praise of who God is and how we recognize that Presence with us, then a model of emptying oneself – that God’s will be done – not our own.
But in these petitions – the focus is not us! It is the wholeness of God and the relationship with us all. Just as our confession of Sin is more than just what we individually do but what we as a church are accountable for and what we as inhabitants of Earth are responsible for in our actions and inactions, so our prayer petitions draw us again into relationship with one another and with God – and we all experience what God is providing…in the totality of time.
Give us this day our daily bread – God is the giver of all good gifts.
	But this petition is also requesting for our present situation.
	God – the Father – is the one who provides – daily to us all.
Forgive us our sins – respond to the things that have already happened by our thoughts and actions – or inaction.
	Jesus is the one whose actions cover our actions – this forgiveness deals with our past.
But Jesus’ words also remind us that we are called to life out that forgiveness by forgiving others. That’s often where we tend to shrink back from sharing that same love and forgiveness that we accept and share it beyond our selves with other who have slighted or truly harmed us.	
Save us from the time of trial – lead us in right paths.
	The Spirit is the one who leads us and guides to faith, to respond, to serve, to make the choices that lead to life for all of God’s beloved. This covers our future actions and choices.
This Triune God – who was – who is – and who is to come – is here to hear and help us as we walk this journey of faith. 
Because of that we can act with boldness, we can ask the difficult questions and participate with a God who loves us before – loves us now and leads us on to the kin_dom. Thanks be to God Amen. (648)
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Ask the Complicated Questions

Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984

Music: RESTORATION, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835, arr. hymnal version
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress
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1 Ask the com - pli - cat - ed ques - tions.
2 Seek the dis - con - cert - ing an - swers,
3 Knock on doors of new i - de - as,
4 For in strug - gle we dis - cov - er
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Do not fear to be found out; for our God makes
fol - low where the Spir - it  blows; test com - pet - ing
test as - sump - tions long grown stale, for Christ calls from
truth both sim - ple and pro - found; in the knock-ing,
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strong our weak-ness, forg - ing faith in fires  of doubt.
truths for wis - dom, for in ten - sion new life  grows.
shores of won-der, dar - ingus to try and fail.
ask - ing, seek-ing, we are 0 - pened, an - swered, found.
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