Romans 12 - Part Il:

Responsibility to Community

Brief Summary — Key Points & Themes

In Romans 12:3-8, Paul reminds believers that community in the church doesn’t just
“happen”—it’s built through humility, unity, and responsibility.

We are called to live with humility—Kkilling arrogance and selfishness, thinking rightly about
ourselves, and putting others first.

We are called to pursue unity—staying connected to the body of Christ and cooperating with
others in our shared mission.

And we are called to take responsibility—recognizing our God-given gifts and using them with
the right attitude to strengthen the local church.

Key Themes:

e Humility: It's not about self-promotion but promoting others.
e Unity: We're better together; connection leads to cooperation.

e Responsibility: Every believer has a role to play, and serving is both an action and an
attitude.

Key Scriptures Used

e Romans 12:3-8

e 1 Corinthians 15:9-10

e Romans 12:10

e Psalm 133:1

e 1 Corinthians 12 (referenced)

e Ephesians 4 (referenced)



Study Questions & Answers

Q1: Why does Paul begin this section with a warning against thinking too highly of
ourselves?

A: Pride leads to arrogance and selfishness, which destroy community. Humility keeps us
focused on serving God and others rather than ourselves.

Q2: What’s the difference between arrogance and selfishness in the context of
community?

A: Arrogance is thinking too much of yourself; selfishness is thinking of yourself too much.
Arrogance often leads to selfishness, which puts personal agendas above the good of the whole
body.

Q3: How does Paul’s “body” analogy in verses 4-5 help us understand unity in the
church?

A: Just like the human body has many different parts that work together, the church is made up
of different people with different gifts—all essential for the body to function.

Q4: Why is physical connection to the local church so important?

A: Gathering in person builds relationships, encourages accountability, and allows us to
experience worship, fellowship, and discipleship in ways that can’t be fully replicated online.

Q5: What does it mean to “swim in your lane” when it comes to spiritual gifts?

A: It means serving in the area God has gifted you without comparison or competition—fully
embracing your unique role in the body.

Q6: How does attitude impact our service in the church?

A: The right attitude—generosity in giving, zeal in leading, cheerfulness in showing
mercy—turns tasks into true ministry. Serving should come from gratitude and willingness, not
obligation.

Q7: If you aren’t connected or serving in your local church, what is missing in the body?

A: Your absence leaves a gap that affects the whole community. The body functions best when
every member contributes their part.

Family Spotlight — “Better Together”

Object Lesson for Kids and Families:



Take a puzzle and remove a few key pieces. Ask your kids, “Can we see the full picture without
these pieces?”

Explain: “Just like a puzzle isn’t complete without all the pieces, the church isn’t complete
without you using the gifts God gave you.”

Activity:

Have each family member share one talent or skill God has given them, then brainstorm how
they could use it to serve someone else this week.

Memory Verse:

Romans 12:10 — “Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one
another in showing honor.”
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