Romans 12 — Part lll: Marks of Real Faith

Summary

This week’s message showed us that genuine Christianity comes down to two big
things: how we love and how we live. Paul gives us practical instructions in Romans
12:9-21 that move faith from theory into action. True faith isn’t about hype or
appearances. True faith is about genuine love, authentic living, and overcoming evil with
good.

Two Marks of Real Faith:

1. Love Genuinely — with affection, honor, empathy, and generosity.
2. Live Authentically — walking uprightly, serving enthusiastically, rejoicing
hopefully, enduring prayerfully, relating graciously, and interacting peaceably.

Key Scriptures

e Romans 12:9-10 — “Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is
good. Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing
honor.”

Romans 12:12 — “Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.’
Romans 12:18 — “If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.”
Romans 12:21 — “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”

Study Questions & Answers

1. What does Paul mean by “Let love be genuine” (Rom. 12:9)? How do we move
from pretending to love people to actually loving them?

Genuine love is real, not fake or self-serving. We move toward it by choosing to care,
showing affection, valuing others above ourselves, and demonstrating love consistently
even when it's inconvenient.

2. Verse 10 says to “Outdo one another in showing honor.” How can we
practically live this out in today’s culture that pushes self-promotion?
By intentionally encouraging others, recognizing their value, celebrating their wins, and



promoting them instead of ourselves. True greatness in the Kingdom is found in lifting
others up.

3. Why does Paul say we should rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with
those who weep (Rom. 12:15)?

Because real love carries empathy, it enters into the experiences of others. Unity in the
body of Christ means their joys and pains become ours. This creates deep connection
and shows the world what authentic community looks like.

4. How can generosity and hospitality (Rom. 12:13) be a witness to unbelievers?
Generosity reveals God’s heart. When we meet practical needs and open our homes to
others, we show the love of Christ in action. Many people are won to Jesus not by
sermons, but by experiencing sacrificial kindness.

5. What does it mean to “abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good” (Rom. 12:9)
What does it mean to live this out?

We are called to hate sin because of its destructive power, not hate people. To “hold
fast” means clinging tightly to God’s goodness and truth even when culture pushes us to
compromise. H

6. Verse 18 says, “If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.”
How do we balance this when someone doesn’t want peace with us?

We can’t control others, but we can control our own actions. We choose forgiveness,
kindness, and blessing even when others reject peace. We're called to be
peacemakers, not peacekeepers holding love steady regardless of others’ choices.

7. Paul ends with “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good”
(Rom. 12:21). How does this principle challenge the way we normally respond to
conflict or hurt?

Our natural response is revenge or defense, but Scripture calls us higher, to respond
with goodness. This doesn’t mean ignoring injustice but choosing to fight darkness with
light. Goodness often leads people to repentance.

Family Spotlight — Love in Action

Object Lesson: Take a clear glass of water (representing our life) and drop in a few
drops of food coloring (representing sin/evil). Show how it spreads quickly. Then take a
spoon of bleach or baking soda solution (representing goodness/love) and stir it in—the
water clears. Just like that, love and goodness overcome evil!



Family Question: How can we as a family show genuine love this week—to a friend,
neighbor, or even someone who has been unkind?
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