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INCARNATE

PT 4: WHEN “THE WORD” BECOMES FLESH

“Surely, you will say to me, the Incarnation was an altogether unique event and cannot possibly be imitated
in any way? My answer to that question is yes and no. Yes, it was unique, in the sense that the Son of God
took our humanity to himself in Jesus of Nazareth, once and for all and forever, never to be repeated. That
is true. But there is another sense in which the Incarnation was not unique the amazing grace of God in the
Incarnation of Christ is to be by all of us. The Incarnation, in that sense, was not
unique but . We are all called to follow the example of His great humility in
coming down from heaven to earth.”  John Stott: “The Model — Becoming More Like Christ,” July 17, 2007

“To witness with our lives is to the gospel by the way we live.”
Jim Peterson, Evangelism as a Lifestyle

1. We are to be Christ to this world

2. We are of being Christ to this world

“It is no good giving me a play like Hamlet or King Lear and telling me to write a play like that. Shakespeare
could do it — | can’t. And it is no good showing me a life like the life of Jesus and telling me to live a life like
that. Jesus could do it — | can’t. But if the genius of Shakespeare could come and live in me, then | could
write plays like his. And if the could come into me, then |
live a life like His.”  William Temple, early 20" century Anglican Priest

3. We are to be Christ to this world

4. We are, , Christ to this world

“The most effective preaching comes from those who the things they are saying.
They are their message. Christians need to look like what they are talking about ... What communicates is
personal — authenticity gets deep down inside people.”

John Poulton, A Today Sort of Evangelism
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5. We are Christ to this world
6. We are Christ to this world
“You claim that Jesus Christ is your Savior, but you do not appear to be more than
anyone else.”  Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, Hindu philosopher, 2" President of India
“Jesus is ideal and wonderful, but you Christians — you are him.”

Bara Dade, Indian Philosopher
“If all Christians were — that is, — there would be

no more today.” Rev. Iskander Jadeed, former Arab Muslim




