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Average Annual Spending in the U.S.

On average, parents in the United States spend a significant amount annually on their children's 
extracurricular activities. The amount varies based on location, household income, and the number of 
children involved, but typical spending ranges from $500 to over $5,000 per child each year. 
Factors influencing the average spending include the popularity of activities, specialized coaching 
needs, and competitive levels.

Breakdown by Activity

Sports:

Costs can range from $100 to $2,500+ 
depending on the sport, equipment needed, 
and travel involved.
Popular sports like hockey and competitive 
soccer often have the highest associated 
costs.

Music Lessons:

Typically range from $600 to $2,000+ per 
year, depending on the instrument and 
instructor.
Costs can increase significantly with 
instrument rentals or purchases.

Dance Classes:

Annual expenses can range from $500 to 
$1,500+, with additional costs for costumes 
and performance fees.
Competitive dance can significantly raise 
costs.

STEM/Academic Clubs:

Costs vary widely, from $100 to $1,000+ 
depending on the club's activities and 
resources required.
Robotics clubs often have higher expenses 
due to equipment and competition fees.

Art Classes:

Typically range from $300 to $1,200+ per year, including materials and studio fees.

Additional Costs



Beyond the basic activity fees, parents often encounter several additional costs:

Uniforms and Equipment: Can range from a few dollars for basic supplies to hundreds or 
thousands for specialized equipment (e.g., sports gear, musical instruments).
Travel: Travel expenses for competitions, performances, or workshops can significantly increase 
the overall cost.
Summer Camps: Specialized camps related to extracurricular activities (e.g., sports camps, 
music camps) can add hundreds or thousands of dollars to the annual spending.

Global Perspective

The amount spent on extracurricular activities varies significantly across the globe. In developed 
countries with higher disposable incomes, such as the United Kingdom, Canada, and Australia, 
spending patterns are similar to those in the U.S. In many European countries, government 
subsidies and community programs may reduce the financial burden on parents. In developing 
countries, access to and affordability of extracurricular activities can be limited, with families often 
prioritizing basic needs. Cultural factors and the perceived value of specific activities also play a 
significant role in shaping spending patterns worldwide.

Summary

Parental spending on extracurricular activities constitutes a significant household expense. While the 
specific costs vary widely based on the activity, location, and individual circumstances, understanding 
these financial demands is crucial for budgeting and making informed decisions about children's 
involvement in these enriching experiences. Parents should consider the long-term benefits of 
extracurricular involvement alongside the financial implications to provide a well-rounded upbringing.


