




 

 

     

Worthington Presbyterian Church 

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY – MISSIONPALOOZA SUNDAY 
 

September 15, 2024 10:00 AM 
 

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 
 

* Please stand 
 

WELCOME    Rev. Betsy Rice 

Invitation to Mission & Discipleship (Please sign & pass the Friendship Pads) 
Moment for Mission: Salem Elementary School Jake Wheeler, Family Ambassador  

Passing of the Peace   

Leader: 
All: 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you.   

Please stand and greet one another in the Peace of Christ. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP IN MUSIC                “Deep River” 
Kim Anderson, organist 

arr. by Robert W. Thygerson 

 

 The music is a call to open one’s spirit to God’s presence in our midst. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES    

Leader: 
All: 

Leader: 
All: 

God has gathered us in this place at this time, 
So that we will hear good news we can’t help but share. 
Today, and each day to come, 
May the words of our mouths, the meditations of our hearts, and 
the actions of our lives proclaim our faith! 

 

* HYMN # 157              “I Danced in the Morning”  LORD OF THE DANCE 

 

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)   
 

 O Lord, you ask: “Who do you say that I am?” You call us to follow you, but we are 
hesitant to take up our cross and follow. The temptation is strong to pursue our 
wants, avoid discomfort, and shun those we do not know or love. Renew us, O God, 
in body and in spirit. Help us to walk in the way you intend for us. Forgive us and 
lead us, we pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

(Silent confession) 
 

 

Congregational Response    “The Kyrie”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assurance of Pardon      



 

 

 

Gloria (from Hymn #581) GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 
 

MESSAGE FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES  Annie Barner 
 

After the Children's Message, children and youth will go to Sunday School. Following the postlude, 
please meet them in their assigned rooms (see inside cover for locations). 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Lisa Abrams 
   

1ST SCRIPTURE READING    Ephesians 2:4-10   
 

…God who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when we 
were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you 
have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable 
riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been 
saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— not the result 
of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we may walk in them. 

 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM  “Every Valley”  

 THE CHANCEL CHOIR 
Russell Nagy, Director 

 

Ev'ry valley shall be exalted 
and ev'ry mountain made low 
and the crooked made straight 
and the rough places plain. 

  

And the glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed, revealed, 
and all flesh shall see it together; 
for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it 

 
 

 

Ev'ry valley shall be exalted, 
and ev'ry mountain made low, 
and the crooked straight, 
and the rough places plain, 
and all flesh shall see it together. 

  

For the glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed, revealed, 
and all flesh shall see it together;  
for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. Amen. 

 

2ND SCRIPTURE READING      Mark 8:27-37  

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi, and on the way he 
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they answered him, “John the 
Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He asked them, “But 



 

 

who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And he sternly 
ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 
 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes and be killed and after three 
days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get 
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things.” 

 

He called the crowd with his disciples and said to them, “If any wish to come after me, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to 
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of 
the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit 
their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 

. 

The Gospel of our Lord.  
Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SERMON “Who Do You Say That I Am?” Dr. Rice 
 

* HYMN # 733 “We All Are One in Mission” ES FLOG EIN KLEINS WALDVOGELEIN 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Rev. Betsy Rice 

Sharing of Prayer Requests and Blessings 
The Pastoral Prayer 
The Lord’s Prayer (in unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES & OFFERINGS   
 

Offertory        "Sanctuary Reflections"  Robert W. Thygerson 
   

* DOXOLOGY # 607 OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

* DEDICATION OF TITHES & OFFERINGS 
 You can give online through Engage Giving.  You can easily setup your Engage Giving 
account by scanning the QR code or going to bit.ly/engagewpc  

 

https://bit.ly/engagewpc


 

 

GOING IN GOD’S NAME 
 

* HYMN # 526 “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” LINSTEAD 
 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Dr. Rice 
 

POSTLUDE "Cortege”  Gordon Young
  

 

 

We request that you remain seated during the postlude as it is the final “Amen” to our worship.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us in Fellowship Hall for  
hands-on mission activities and lunch!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

About Missionpalooza 

You're invited to participate in a day of meaningful activities this Sunday 
during Missionpalooza. We’ll be tying blankets for foster children, 
repackaging food pantry donations, creating soup kits, and assembling 
hygiene kits – all while having lunch together.  

We'll also learn about other ministries, like "Build a Bed" for families in 
need, "Conversation Partners" for immigrants and refugees, and more! The 
fun starts at 11am. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 








