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Missionaries in

Honduras

Friendship Sports International is dedicated to spreading the Gospel and

nurturing disciples, both domestically and abroad. In Honduras, we've

undertaken numerous projects over the years, collaborating with several

ministry partners. Our main focus lies in the village of La Venta, home to

fewer than 1,000 people. Inspired by Jesus' emphasis on building relationships

and mentoring, we've played a pivotal role in establishing churches, schools,

and Camp Monte de Santidad in Honduras. Our commitment to this community

persists, alongside our partnership with Inspirita Foundation in Tegucigalpa.

www.freindshipsports.net

Alec Papale :

Financial

Strategies Manager



HONDURAS MINISTRY
KATIE AND MARIO LEAD THE FSI MINISTRY IN HONDURAS. THEY WORK WITH AND

THROUGH THEIR CHURCH PLANT, AND THROUGH THEIR COFFEE SHOP. KATIE AND

MARIO  WORK CLOSELY WITH THE LOCAL YOUTH.

IN HONDURAS, YOU WILL GET A CHANCE TO SEE AND EXPERIENCE BOTH URBAN AND

VILLAGE MINISTRY AND HOW THE LIVES AND EXPERIENCES IN THESE PLACES ARE

DIFFERENT. 



OTHER INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS

IN GUATEMALA - WE WORK WITH HANDS OF GRACE GUATEMALA

ALSO IN HONDURAS WE WORK WITH INSPIRATA FOUNDATION 

IN HONDURAS, YOU WILL GET A CHANCE TO SEE AND EXPERIENCE BOTH URBAN AND

VILLAGE MINISTRY AND HOW THE LIVES AND EXPERIENCES IN THESE PLACES ARE

DIFFERENT. 



We couldn’t experience the fullness of these trips without our key, longtime partners who make international

ministry possible. Through these relationships, we witness the transformative work of the Gospel in Honduras and

beyond. We are honored to collaborate with these organizations, supporting their vision by ensuring safety and

logistics, providing housing and food, fostering sports connections, and offering an immersive cultural experience.

We are especially grateful for Scott and Mimi Crook and their family, who run The Humuya Inn and founded the

Inspirata Foundation. For over 25 years, they have partnered with FSI, not only by hosting us at their hotel but

also by launching the Inspirata Foundation to provide education and support for students affiliated with Point

Ministries, helping them through high school and post-secondary training. Additionally, Dr. Ivan and Point

Ministries serve over 800 children in the projects of Tegucigalpa, sharing God's love and providing nutrition,

education, healthcare, and more.

In addition to our work in Honduras, we are blessed to partner with Hands of Grace Guatemala, an incredible

ministry serving indigenous populations through education, healthcare, and family ministry. This partnership

allows us to walk alongside local communities, empowering families and equipping future generations through the

love of Christ.

We are deeply grateful for these partnerships, which embody the spirit of international ministry—working

together to further God's Kingdom and bring lasting impact to the communities we serve.

Partnerships Cont.

Inspiratafoundation.com www.pointhonduras.orgIhttps://handsofgrace.net/

https://www.inspiratafoundation.com/
https://www.inspiratafoundation.com/
https://handsofgrace.net/
https://handsofgrace.net/


Not a “mission trip”: Unlike a traditional mission trip that focuses on conversion or

service, an international vision trip invites participants to explore one fundamental

question: How is God at work in this place? This transformative perspective allows us to

reimagine our relationship with God, ourselves, and others, unlocking new possibilities

for personal and communal growth.

Transformational Process: An international vision trip celebrates a powerful journey

of change, moving from what's known to feeling lost and finally finding a new direction.

It's about exploring the space between what's familiar and what's new. Inspired by

Simone Weil's insight that beauty and hardship can lead us closer to God, people on this

trip dive into the contrasts of beauty and struggle. They confront big differences, such

as rich and poor, strong and weak. Along the way, they find unexpected beauty in

challenging situations and become more open to hearing messages from God in fresh and

meaningful ways.

HURT, HOPE, HEART: A vision trip operates on the premise that God is present in all

circumstances, even amidst challenges. We believe each community can experience

transformation through the Gospel of Jesus. By mapping a community's hurt, hope, and

heart, we go beyond just watching—we become allies standing with the people we visit.

This helps us see a community's pain and strength, allowing for deep personal change for

everyone involved.

A Vision Trip is ...



What is a Vision Trip?
A Devotional

Mark 10:46-52

46 Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were

leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (which means “son of Timaeus”), was sitting by the

roadside begging. 47 When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus,

Son of David, have mercy on me!”

48 Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David,

have mercy on me!”

49 Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”

So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.” 50 Throwing his

cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.

51 “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.

The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.”

52 “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.”



The text from Mark invites us into one of the principal issues in the art of discernment —

knowing how to see. And it’s no accident that the Scriptures use a blind man to teach us

this lesson.

 In between these two miracles, Jesus hopes to open his disciples’ eyes to the significance

of his impending death and resurrection, but they struggle to see the heart of the

matter.

We are introduced to Bartimaeus, a blind man sitting by a roadside begging. He’s front and

center for a great religious parade of pilgrims on their way to Jerusalem for the

Passover feast. Bartimaeus cannot physically see anything as the crowd files by him,

but he discerns something with his heart — something that seizes his attention. He asks

those around him what is occurring and learns that Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.

To the embarrassment of those around him, the blind beggar yells and screams until

Jesus decides to stop, inviting Bartimeaus to a public meeting with him in the middle of the

street. Those around Bartimaeus had tried desperately to shut him up in an attempt to

save him from impending shame. Bartimaeus, however, sees (discerns) something special in

this moment and refuses to let Jesus pass him by. 

What is a Vision Trip?
Seeing and Celebrating Good News in Hard Places



What is a Vision Trip?
TO GO means to see - "I want to see."
Bartimeaus’ act embodies the author William Wharton’s words, “Perhaps sometimes it is best

to be blind, so one can see the way things really are, and not be blinded by the way they look.” 

In his book entitled Summoned to Lead, Leonard Sweet described a 1999 Panasonic ad campaign

called “Leonardo da Vinci: The Art of Seeing.” It centered on da Vinci’s philosophy, summed up in

two words: saper vedere, or “knowing how to see.” As a scientist, philosopher, inventor, and

artist, da Vinci enlisted the concept of saper vedere to engage the world around him. To him,

life was measured by one’s ability to see the deeper picture. He described the almost mystical

process of artists as not simply painting what they see, but their ability to see what they

paint.

The temptation in life is to move ahead without attempting to practice saper vedere. When we

cave into that temptation, we cause more problems than we solve. Never in my lifetime has

saper vedere seemed more important than it is today in the blindness caused by a polarizing

world.

While some folks in the religious parade on a road to Jericho were blind and oblivious to what

was happening around them, blind Bartimaeus — on the periphery of the sidewalk — was able

to see “the third” by using the eyes of his heart. The ensuing encounter with Jesus changed

everything. 

Lord, help us to see.

During this encounter in the middle of the street, Jesus asks a beautiful question of

Bartimaeus: “What do you want me to do for you?” This beautiful question inverts the existing

power dynamic between Jesus and the blind beggar.

If Jesus were to ask you this question today, what would you say in response?

This is the invitation to GO On a Vision Trip. 



Invitation to see a third-world city crammed full of Heaven, filled with more beauty and

goodness than we know what to do with. fill with his creation and his children.

Yes, God is in all things, especially those who want to dismiss, deny, suppress, or forget. often

The last place we look is the first place God shows up. Shockingly, God comes to us in the

shape of our own lives, especially amidst the wreckage. In Christ, our wounds become wombs

of new creation bearing seeds of new life.

So come and see, and you will go back changed, knowing more fully your humanity and our

shared humanity in Christ. Come and invite God to help you see. See him more clearly. See your

neighbor in a new way. To see the beauty in a diverse world. to help you see your own

community and world more clearly. This trip is all about vision. 

Psalm 66:5: “Come and see what God has done, his awesome deeds for mankind!”

What is a Vision Trip?
TO GO means to see - "I want to see."



See A New Perspective: Get ready for a whole new way of looking at things – a transformational

shift in how you see the world. Instead of just seeing scarcity, you'll start noticing the abundance of

God's blessings everywhere. When we view things from a worldly perspective, we get trapped in the

idea that there's never enough. That chaos. But when we see through the lens of love, we're

liberated by the endless richness of God's gifts. And that 

A New Approach to Doing: Get ready for a whole new way of doing things—a transformative way of

acting. You'll find yourself empowered to carry out actions in the spirit of Jesus with courage,

creativity, and compassion. Whether you worship, build, serve, share meals, give and receive

hospitality, or simply be part of a community, each activity becomes an opportunity for meaningful

engagement.

A New State of Being: Get ready for a profound shift in how you exist—a transformational way

of being. You'll start recognizing areas of conflict in your life and moving towards a stance of

peacemaking. Inspired by those we encounter, we learn to embrace tensions that others shy

away from and make space for those who have been left out.

Freedom to Love and Serve: Prepare to feel the liberating power of belonging to a mission-

driven community. You'll discover a deeper understanding of the freedom found in Christ,

enabling you to achieve things you once deemed impossible. Witnessing God's presence in every

aspect of life, you'll transform vision into tangible action.

What can you expect?



Local Leadership: A vision trip is a vulnerable experience for all participants. That's why we

rely on local leaders who understand their communities inside out. These leaders act as

bridges between visitors and locals. They've earned the trust needed for everyone to open up

safely and with clear boundaries. That's why we always have local leaders guiding our vision

trips.

Community: We simply can’t see alone. We need others to help us see. This is why vision trips are

never solo trips. They are always a communal experience. 

A sacred journey:  On your trip, you are going to a sacred place from a sacred place, and each

participant is encouraged to identify a particular burden or hope that they will carry with

them. We desire you to be inspired, build memories, and learn to carry the calling of God

wherever you go, and we desire you to see that you are a part of the Global Church, living out

the Great Commission together for His glory.  (Matthew 28:16-20  & Revelation7:9)

A Vision Trip is ...



What will we do?

Costs: Approx $2000-$2500 - Cost may vary based on airfare and projects

Three meals a day 

Housing

Basic ground transportation for scheduled activities while on your

trip – (costs can vary depending on your team's scheduled

activities).

Oversight by FSI Staff and Partner Minsitry Leaders

International Travel Insurance

Airfare

Not Included in the estimate

Cash for shopping for souvenirs 

The cost of a passport or passport renewal

What will it cost?

    FSI will build your trip with you! potential opportunities may include... 

Urban Ministry Experience

Visit International Schools and churches

 Sports Ministry opportunities with clinic and/or competition

Ministry in the village of La Venta with church plant and coffee shop

Consturction and project tied to partner ministies



can i fundraise?
How We Can Help...
WE'RE EXCITED TO SHARE THAT EACH TEAM MEMBER WILL BE GUIDED IN CREATING THEIR OWN

PERSONALIZED ONLINE GIVING PLATFORM THROUGH THE FSI WEBSITE. THIS PLATFORM ALLOWS

DONORS TO CONTRIBUTE TO INDIVIDUAL TEAM MEMBERS' TRIP EXPENSES WITHOUT ANY FEES. 

OUR STAFF WILL HELP IN CREATING THESE PLATFORMS. ADDITIONALLY, WE'VE INCLUDED A SAMPLE

FUNDRAISING LETTER TO HELP KICKSTART YOUR EFFORTS AND SUPPORT YOU IN REACHING OUT TO

POTENTIAL DONORS. BELOW IS WHAT OUR ONLINE DONATION PLATFORMS LOOK LIKE WHICH ARE

AVAILABLE AT HTTPS://WWW.FRIENDSHIPSPORTS.NET/DONATE



can i fundraise? - Sample letter
Dear [Recipient's Name],

I hope this letter finds you well. I am writing to share an incredible opportunity that I am thrilled to be a part of this

upcoming [date]. 

As a student at Cornerstone University, I have been given the privilege of traveling to Honduras alongside faculty and

fellow students through a partnership with the ministry Friendship Sports International. Friendship Sports is a

trusted organization rooted in years leading teams and groups on Honduras' vision trips.  This journey is not merely

about expanding our horizons, it is about experiencing the profound impact of God's work in Honduras through the

work of education. Your support will directly contribute to my future career as an educator, enriched by this unique

experience.

During our time in Honduras, we will have the opportunity to collaborate with a variety of educational institutions in

Tegucigalpa, including ministry-based schools, international Christian schools, and a state-run orphanage/school

catering to those with special needs. Our objectives extend far beyond the confines of traditional classrooms; we aim

to grasp the vision that God has instilled within the hearts of those working tirelessly in the field of education in

Honduras.

Through this trip, we aim to not only deepen our understanding of education in a different cultural context but also

to cultivate empathy and a broader perspective as future educators. This transformative experience will shape us

individually and help shape the student experience within the Cornerstone University teacher education program.

Your support will directly contribute to my personal and professional growth journey.

Furthermore, this journey is an opportunity for spiritual growth and discernment. We anticipate that God will use this

experience to mold us into more compassionate, empathetic, and culturally aware teachers, ready to serve wherever

He may lead us. 

To make this trip a reality, I am reaching out to you for financial support. The total cost for me to participate in this

transformative experience is $1800, covering travel expenses, accommodations, and other essential needs.

Your generous contribution, regardless of the amount, will directly support my costs and enable me to embark on

this life-changing journey. I am profoundly grateful for any assistance you can provide. I look forward to sharing my

experience with you upon my return.

Thank you for considering my request. If you have any questions or would like further information about the trip,

please do not hesitate to contact me. Your support and encouragement are invaluable to me, and I am deeply

appreciative of your consideration.

With heartfelt gratitude,

[Your Name]



 Each team member is allowed

one check-in suitcase/person or per 2 persons

one carry-on

Although a check-in bag is allowed, consider a roll-on carry-on bag.  This will save the

team money and make it easier to travel to Honduras.  Another idea is to share a check on

a suitcase with another team member and then also share a carry-on.

It is also important to note...

If you wear contacts or glasses and need them, bring backups if you can.  

Label all your essential belongings. 

No lithium batteries. 

Pack at least one change of clothes and some essentials in your carry-on. You will

not have access to your checked bag until you reach the Hotel in Honduras.  

Follow all airline's protocols for carry-ons. 

WE WILL WEIGH AND LABEL ALL CHECK-IN LUGGAGE BEFORE LEAVING CAMPUS

what should i pack?
Luggage Policy



Up to date Tetanus is Highly recommended. 

❖ Temp’s in the upper 70’ daytime, 60’s at night.  

❖ shorts and T-shirts can be worn most of the time. Jeans or pants for church and

some working would be good. Shoes for working and walking (Tennis Shoes.) Light rain

jacket

❖ minimal la-undry service will be available at a price. If not needed, go home with

stinky clothes. Your mom will still love you. 

 ❖ You will not need to bring much money. Only what you anticipate needing for

purchasing food/drinks in the US or gifts while on the trip.. All other expenses will be

covered. Please do not bring extra electronics or jewelry. 

what should i pack?
Essential Items List

Bible 

Pen/journal 

Passport (keep with you  always--not in suitcase) 

Lg. Garbage bags (for  wet dirty clothes on return  trip) 

Bug repellent &  sunscreen (check in bag) 

Wet wipes/ Hand sanitizer

Soap, deodorant,  shampoo and other toiletry items 

Clean clothes for 6 full  days. 

This would include underwear, shorts, one or two pairs  of jeans, shirts, one or more work

day clothes,  shoes, socks, hat, and  clothes for soccer 

Light rain jacket

Phone and charger

Water bottle 

Hat/ Bandanna 

Tylenol/Ibuprofen 

Personal Snacks for you  (check in bag) 

Important Notes
Up to date, Tetanus is highly recommended. Temperatures  can vary and we must be prepared for

heat, rain and cool nights.

Shorts and T-shirts can be worn most of the time. Jeans or pants for church and some working

would be good. Shoes are good for working and walking (Tennis Shoes). 

minimal laundry service will be available at a price. If not needed, go home with stinky

clothes. Your mom will still love you. 

 You will only need to bring a little money. Only what you anticipate needing to purchase

food/drinks in the US or gifts while on the trip. All other expenses will be covered.



od/drinks in the US or gifts while on the trip.. All other expenses will be covered.

Please do not bring extra electronics or jewelry. 

Questions about the Trip?
Does an FSI Trip have to be a sports team? No, while we often work with sports teams, we can also

accommodate other groups.

What does FSI do to help us plan the trip? FSI will work with your group to set up any/all of the

following: airfare, lodging, food, travel insurance, logistics, fundraising, and trip itinerary 

For other questions general to FSI or specific questions about your Honduras trip, Contact;

Jim King:  colvillefsi@gmail.com

Matt Wallace:  fsiwallace@gmail.com

Katie Velazquez: katie.rose.king1@gmail.com

or go to our website at Friendshipsports.net




