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Eyes for the Harvest: What is the Goal of the Harvest?
Psalm 117 

THEME:  Psalm 117 is called a “Hallel” Psalm or a Hymn of praise, and it is part of what is known as the “Egyptian Hallel” collection containing six Psalms: 113-118 (See Ps. 114).  These Psalms were typically sung during the annual feasts and even played a special part in the liturgy of the Passover.  Here in three short sentences the Psalmist declares that all nations should praise the Lord confirming the connection between the worship of God and the evangelism of the nations.

I. THE GLOBAL CALL TO PRAISE (v.1)
· Ps. 18:49 
· Jer. 9:23-24

"Nations" =  It is often used to describe a people group who are defined by ancestry, language, land and government (Josh. 5:6).

"Peoples" = It has the idea of tribes (a bloodline; Num. 25:15; Gen. 25:16) or peoples (a subgroup of a nation). 

Examples:
· Albanians living in Albania
· Romani / Vlax living in Albania
· Albanians living in Northwest Macedonia (Tetovo)

"Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church.  Worship is.  Missions exist because worship doesn't.  Worship is ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not man. When this age is over, and the countless millions of the redeemed fall on their faces before the throne of God, missions will be no more. It is a temporary necessity. But worship abides forever."  (Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad, p.17)

Rom. 15:8-12.  (2 Sam. 22:50, Deut. 32:43, Ps. 117:1; Is. 11:10; See Gal. 3:16; Rom. 10:14-15)

II. THE GRAND CAUSE FOR PRAISE (v. 2; See Ex. 34:6)

A. God's Great Love.  The kindness of God is:

1. Great in Extent: (Num. 14:19; Ps. 145:8; 119:64; Rom. 8:38-39)

2. Abundant: (Num. 14:18; Neh. 9:17; Ps. 103:8)  

3. Everlasting: (Ezra 3:11; Jer. 33:11; Ps. 100:5; 106:1)  

4. Good: (Ps. 63:3, Ps. 69:16; 109:21; John 10:11; Rom. 8:28)

B. God's Great Faithfulness. 
Ps. 40:10-11 (See Rom. 15:8)
APPLICATION QUESTIONS
James 1:22 says, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” These questions are designed to help you apply today’s message to your life. We encourage you to thoughtfully answer these questions and discuss your answers with others. 

1. Read Ps. 18:49, Jer. 9:23-24, Mt. 5:16, Gal. 6:14, and 1 Pet. 2:12.  How does the way we live, talk, spend money, work, rest, and eat communicate who or what we live for?  What are some ways that we can practically “brag” on God among all the peoples of the world?  



2. Why is cross-cultural mission work so complex when dealing with different nations and people groups?  Have you ever interacted with “pockets” of people who have been resistant to building relationships and evangelism?  What are some of the difficulties involved when dealing with their culture, religion, language, economic and social barriers, and geographical locations?  Why is it important to use tools (which caution and discernment) such as the Joshua Project (www.joshuaproject.net) and Operation World to become more acquainted with the nations, peoples, and unreached people groups?



3. Read Rom. 10:14-15; 15:8-12, and Gen. 12:1-3.  What is God’s worldwide redemptive purpose?  How are these promises given to Abraham in Gen. 12:1-3 part of God’s purpose (i.e., what is the theme woven throughout all four Old Testament quotes)?



4. Read Ps. 148:8; 103:8; 100:5; 63:3; and John 10:11.  What are some practical ways that you have personally experienced God’s great love?  How has it specifically been great in extent, abundance, everlastingness, and goodness?  How does God’s great love and reliable faithfulness personally motivate you to call the nations to praise God even as you personally and corporately praise Him?



5. Read Ps. 40:10-11.  Are there any ways that you have intentionally or unintentionally “hidden” the perfections of God?  What are some practical ways you can begin to highlight God’s great faithfulness, perfections, and truth to your family, friends, coworkers, and neighbors?



“How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, “HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!”    Romans 10:14–15
