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New Son W'Notes

An adidlitivon to the January 18 message

I was reminded that the definition of culture is a group of people with shared
values.

The week of January 18th I preached about being careful when using or
hearing the phrase, “Christianity should go against the culture.”

In the message I spoke more about traditions than cultures... but I still hold to
my statement that we should be careful when using or hearing that phrase.
There is more to my words of caution than I spoke about. The reality is, I have heard people use the
labels “Christian” or “un Christian” as weapons against trends that they don’t agree with. I have heard
people call the rise in dialogue around LGBTQI rights “a cultural trend” that Christians should go
against. | have heard people who side with one political party demonize the other, thinking that the
other party is immoral.

Perhaps the source of this topic can be traced to Romans 12:12 - Do not conform to the pattern of
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and
approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

The reality of living this out can be varied and complicated. Kristen Mongomery writes about her
change in perspective around living “counter-culturally” when a woman in a market in Asia pulled a
container of dish soap out of her shopping basket. The author was instantly affronted by a difference
in cultural priorities, individualism (American) and being good community members (Asian.) Where
she wanted the ability to choose for herself what was best for her, the woman was living out her
values in making sure the author had what was best for her. The author reminds us that we can take a
very self-centered approach to moral truths and it would be better if we took a birds eye view to one
another’s actions before getting too upset at them.

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/dont-let-culture-christ/

A letter from Bishop Carlo on Human Relations Day, and the celebration of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Day reminds us that we are called to live differently than the strength, force and domination
that seem to be the tactics and values being lifted up by our national leadership. Instead we should
prioritize justice, compassion and restorative love.

(cont. on pg 2)
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(Pastor’s Message - cont. from pg 1)

https://dscumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/202601 16-Pastoral-
Letter-for-Human-Relations-and-MLK-Day.pdf

Lastly, Arthur C. Brooks, helps us understand that people who disagree
with us are not necessarily immoral in his book Love Our Enemies.

...there are in fact five innate moral values that exist among
humans of all races and cultures, which he calls the “five
foundations of morality.” They are: (1) fairness, (2) care for
others, (3) respect for authority, (4) loyalty to one’s group, and
(5) purity or sanctity. (Later, he added liberty to the list.) Haidt’s
research has shown that of these five moral foundations, the first
two—fairness and care—are nearly universal. Except for
sociopaths, almost everyone—conservative or liberal, young or
old, religious or nonreligious—believes in fairness and
compassion to others.

What is fair?- This is where we disagree. Brooks identifies two different
expressions of fairness. There is redistributive fairness and meritocratic
fairness. We all believe in both, just in different proportions. Liberals
tend to emphasize redistributive fairness, while conservatives put a
greater emphasis on meritocratic fairness.

The differences in expressing compassion also look different between
different people. Liberals act out compassion by providing people with
basic needs like housing, food and healthcare. Conservatives act out
compassion by helping others to help themselves through job training,
wage subsidies, and work requirements for welfare.

“The implication of these findings is both critically important and
inescapably clear: nearly all of those who disagree with us are not, as we
so often think, immoral; they simply express this morality in different
ways.”

When we talk, we should use personal experiences that fit the values of
compassion and fairness, so that we are all using the same moral values.
Instead of calling the “other” immoral, we just have to identify what
their morals are, and if we all have similar values but different
expressions of those values.

What cultural trends do you think Christians should stay away from?
Could those trends be expressions of a value that you actually align
with? How do our answers to the above questions help us live more in
harmony with one another?

Blessings as we navigate tumultuous waters. Pastor Misty Howick

9:00 am

10:00 am
10:30 am
11:45 am

FEBRUARY SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Adult Sunday School, Music Rehearsals

Coffee and Fellowship

Worship, Sunday School for preschool, elementary children, and youth (start in Worship)
Handbells (all), Youth Group (2nd & 4th Sundays)

Ist Sunday of the month - Communion is served, so youth and elementary children stay in Worship.

Preschool Sunday School is available every Sunday.
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Lenten Services and Activities

Lent is a season of preparation when Christians remember Jesus’ sacrifice. It is a time of reflection - a
quiet time for listening to God. You are invited to “observe a holy Lent: by self-examination and
repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s Holy

Word.” (Book of Worship, p. 322)

We are continuing our study of the Life of Jesus in 100 Days through Lent. In addition, New Song is
offering the following during Lent:

Ash Wednesday Service, Wednesday, February 18 at 7 pm with a soup supper before. This is a
contemplative service which includes the imposition of ashes.

Palm Sunday, Sunday, March 29 at 10:30 am with a procession of palms, wonderful singing, and
remembering Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. We are also reminded of the rest of Holy Week,
including the story of Jesus’ journey to the cross.

Maundy Thursday, April 2 where we journey to the upper room and remember the meal that Jesus
shared with his disciples where the sacrament of communion originates.

Good Friday, April 3 when we remember Jesus’ death. This is a quiet service, and will include Taize
music.

Souper Bowl Sunday

p—
73 .:g&.., 3)
Sunday February 8 after church ? f

$10 per quart

Join us to learn about
Jesus’s life in 100 days

In our time between Christmas and Easter, New Song will be focusing on the life of Jesus. Come and
walk with us in February as we explore what Jesus taught and why, explore his transfiguration, consider
the beautitudes and how they bring us hope, and the meaning of his healings.

The study will include Sunday sermons and daily devotions. You may pick up the devotions at church.

Future topics include relationships between Jesus and the pharisees, the relationship between Jesus and
Peter, the relationships between Jesus and the other disciples, and Jesus’ relationships with women.

Farmer’s Market Grand Re-Opening! Farmers Market
February 7th is the first day back at 3 pm. at New Song
Saturdays

Come check out the vendors. See what everyone is doing. 3 pm - 7 pm

Stop and say “hi” to Zoey (and Scott)! Parking Lot i
Due to the light available, the market may close early. by Events4All ll
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%*}5 Animals 2% God

Happy Valentine’s Day from Animals 4 God! Our pets share their love for us every day in
multiple ways, and we at A4G and everyone who has a pet, feels that love. They are a true 5
blessing to us. Y
Our pets have “jobs” and they take their work seriously. Those jobs could simply be to be near us when we are down
or their excited greeting when we return home — even if we’ve only been gone a few minutes.

“Every pet can change a life” (London, C). So, this month | am going to share a story about a 2-year-old Belgian
Malinois, named Preciosa, who went from a city shelter dog to service dog. This story is from the January/February
2026 issue of “Best Friends” magazine, that a fellow congregant and animal lover, brought to my attention. (Thank
you so much, PH!). Best Friends helps shelters to become “no kill” shelters, and partner with other animal welfare
organizations “by working together to save pets who need extra time or care” (London, C).

The Best Friends Team knew Preciosa was highly intelligent, so they “made it a priority to keep her brain

engaged” (London, C). Preciosa exhibited signs of high stress while in the shelter. She did not walk well on a leash
and when confined for any length of time, she would spin, dig, and jump. They created a specialized training plan for
her, and she picked up skills with ease and excelled.

Preciosa is now a service dog for David Herrin. Several years ago, Mr. Herrin was in a severe car accident and had to
learn to “walk, talk, (do) everything all over again” (London, C). After his doctors suggested he get a service dog, he
adopted Zack, “who brought him back to life” (London, C). This gave Mr. Herrin the desire to train “shelter dogs to
become service animals for people in need” (London, C).

Eventually, Mr. Herrin needed a new service dog. He knew that dog would have to be “loyal and intelligent with keen
senses and a desire to serve” (London, C).

Mr. Herrin was sent a photo of Preciosa, and it was love at first sight. When he finally met her, the connection was
instantaneous. Preciosa “began to tune into everything about David’s body” (London, C). Mr. Herrin has “heart issues,
S0 she’s learning that rhythm of my heart,” he says.

“Preciosa makes everyday life possible for David” (London, C), and she takes her job very seriously. Of course, when
she is not wearing her vest, she and Mr. Herrin are able to play, and “her favorite place to visit is Starbucks for a pup
cup” (London, C)!

London, C. 2026, January/February. From Shelter Pup to Service Dog. Best Friends, 22-25.

Interested in becoming a part of our ministry?
You don’t have to own a pet or be a member of New
Song to join. You just need to have a desire to serve
God by planning and participating in activities which

enrich the lives of others by sharing our pets. We also

strive to do God’s will as He challenges us to care for all
the animals of the Earth by hosting educational activities
with guest speakers and organizing collection events to

donate to area shelters. We meet at the church on the

2nd Tuesday of the month at 5:30 pm. We also host the

Reading Program on the 2nd Tuesday at 6:00 pm when

school is in session.



Care and Nurture Ministries

b %
Samaritan Support - for Those Experiencing Homelessness or in Need of Help

For those who do not know, we maintain Samaritan Support in the church office here at New Song.
We have more and more people every day who come to our door asking if there is anything we can do
to help.

We ask, “In what way do you need help?” Then they say where their biggest needs are; whether in
food supply, relocation, fuel for their car or prayers for help and comfort. We offer a listening ear and
they are met with kindness and support. Along with any of the following kits, we also include a
Samaritan Support Envelope that includes a kind, connectional and informational letter from us. We
have a Community Help - Quick Reference Trifold of information, an encouraging brochure that talks
about why they are not alone in their struggles, and we put a card with a stamped envelope, with a
post it note, that asks “Would you like to contact your family?”

We provide a portable meal consisting of the following general items.
o Bumble Bee snack on the run, with either chicken or tuna salad and crackers (Protein)
« Peanut butter crackers, 2 pkgs; or
o Pork & beans with a ring pull tab to open (Protein)
o BelVita biscuits
o Napkins
o 2 bottles of water
o Apple sauce cup & spoon
o Handful of star mints
« (if available) package of hand wipes

We also try to keep in stock a supply of Hygiene Kits:
« Hand towel and wash cloth, bar of soap (soap saver if available)
o Shampoo, toothbrush & toothpaste (check date on toothpaste)
e A pair of socks (or more)
The above is provided in a clear (gallon size) zip lock bag, then all is provided in a handled reusable
tote bag.
If there are reusable insulated drink cups with a lid available I include one for easy refills on the go.

If you would like to help collect a few of these items, we would be glad to have any of the above
items to replenish our ‘in office stock’. Towels & washcloths can be new or gently used.

Many thanks for your consideration,

Chaplain Kathy Norris 2 -
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Looking for a Stephen Minister? [—= 'Y prayer '
Look for a person wearing - W

the blue name badge w ' Prayer Force meets Mondays at 10:15 am in the
before or after each service sanctuary to pray for the needs of individuals,
or call the office.
our church and the world.
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E
J Missions and Outreach

As of December 31
YOU have donated

$5,394
to Missions in 2025.

St. Mary's Foodbank Volunteer work: New
Song offers service opportunities at St. Mary's
Food bank on the first and third Tuesday of each
month from 9:45 to noon. No prior experience is
necessary as we give "on the job training."
February dates are February 3 and 17.

There are long lines of clients getting food; so you
are very needed..

Contact Jo or Flynn Fuller for further information
at joflynnnomad@yahoo.com

— -
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IN THESE TIMES OF NEED,
EVERY BIT HELPS.
HERE ARE SOME WAYS TO DONATE:

o Non-perishable food items the first and second

Sundays of the month for St. Mary’s Food Bank.

o Cases of water the first and second Sundays of the

month for the hydration station at A New Leaf.
Toilet paper rolls for the HEMP Foundation.

Plastic lids that have been washed for a project in
Mexico .

o Change for the Noisy Offering where the children

collect money and choose the mission they will
support.

o Appropriate adult and children's books for our Little

Free Library (wooden book house in front).

Year-to Date 2026
@4 doz.

EVE’'S COOKERS

The Cookers were Brownies

excited to put together
casseroles for Eve’s
Place in January.

Casseroles and brownies were not delivered in
December due to Eve’s Place being closed, so we
delivered December’s in January.

Our Brownie Angels bake at home providing
dozens of brownies each month. We would love to
have YOU join us in this 20+ year old Ministry
that helps abused persons. If you are interested in
helping, or have questions, please contact Ann
Haggerty.

Financial help is also appreciated. Put Eve’s
cookers in the memo.

Casseroles 46

KNIT WITS NEEDS YOUR HELP!

Knit Wits meet on the first Thursday of each month, February 5, from 1 - 3
pm to create prayer shawls for our community. The more shawls we make, the
more we can donate.

Remember: If you don’t know how, we will teach you!

Please consider joining us! We would love to see you! For more information or
if you’d like to get started sooner, contact Deanna Leon.

If you know of someone who could use a prayer shawl, feel free to take one
from the worship space to give them.
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Marriage Ministry

New Song has started a new ministry for married couples. We meet once each month in people’s homes
to share ideas, reflect on what is working in our relationships, consider other positive aspects of each
other, and eat a meal. We range from being married for years to newly engaged.

Our next meeting will be Sunday, February 15, at 4 pm at the Howick’s house.

Couples are welcome to join. Any questions? Contact Kendra Hoffman

YoUTH MINISTRIES

Thank you to all who came to tie blankets with us on New Year’s Eve. Together we tied 18 blankets that
were donated to A Mighty Change of Heart. Then, on January 24, we joined with It’s Their Mission to
pack food for Feed My Starving Children. We will share the amount packed next month.

It’s Their Mission starts planning meetings in February. Soon we will know where and when we will go!

Winter Camp is February 27 - March 1 at Camp Mingus, and we may get a group to go and enjoy
themselves.

We continue to meet the second and fourth Sundays of the month after church for a meal, devotion and/or
a service project.

There are several opportunities at New Song for adults to learn more about our faith.

+ Women'’s Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 9:00 am and again at 10:30 am. We began
a new study on January 7 using The Book of Daniel, a Rose Visual Bible Study. If you have
questions, ask either Sally Hamill or Ann Haggerty.

+ The Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study meets on Friday mornings at 8am in the dining
room at Fellowship Square (right next to New Song). We have a delicious breakfast buffet
for only $5 and lots of good fellowship. Approximately 8:45 am we walk a short distance to
the Catalina Room for the study. We are done between 10:00 and 10:30 am.

+ Adult Sunday School: In February, we will continue to study passages in 1 Thessalonians.
At the end of February, we will cover Unit 3: The problem of sin, the promise of salvation
which is only one lesson. Our curriculum comes from Cokesbury Publications which includes
reading, discussing, praying and applications. 9:00 am to 10:00 am, down the church
hallway, last room on the right. Contact Jo or Flynn fuller at joflynnnomad@yahoo.com with
any questions.
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United Women in Faith i /, r

Souper Bowl Sunday is almost here!! The UWF will be selling soup to fund their scholarship for a
graduating foster care senior. Our goal is $500, and we meet with the recipient to give them the
scholarship. We have had both excellent soup makers and supportive soup buyers in the past. We
pray that you will continue to support us as we hold the Souper Bowl Soup sale in 2026!

The quart containers of soup will sell for $10 .

Soup makers may deliver the soup to church on Saturday, February 7th or on Sunday the 8th.
Soups delivered Saturday will be available for purchase after our UWF meeting that day. The
remaining soups will be available for purchase after church on Sunday, February 8th

Thank you to everyone for your support!!

)
Announcements

BoOOK BUDDIES

FARMER’S MARKET _ , _ _
GRAND RE-OPENING We will be dlscgssmg The Frozen River by
, Ariel Lawson on
The Farmer’s Market that meets at New Monday, February 23 at 1:00 pm at church.

Song is reopening on Saturday, February 7 We welcome all readers, women and men.
from 3 pm until dark. Come check it out! Upcoming books include:

3/23  Where the Lost Wander by Amy Harmon

4/27  The Frist Ladies by Marie Benedict

5/25 The Ones We Wait For by Michael V.
Ivahov

LET’S GET To KNow EACH
OTHER!

Check out the Prayer bulletin board by the double
doors and add your response. CARD MAKING MINISTRY
Leave a note on the Congregational Engagement
doors and read what others wrote.
Wear your nametag.

People make cards for our Card Ministry and for

sale. They make the cards at home on their own

schedule. For more information, contact Eileen
Johnson .

FOREVER FRIENDS

Want to get out of the house? Meet with friendly COLORING GROUP
people? Come to Forever Friends at noon on
Thursday, February 12.

Bring a salad for a salad potluck as well as your

The Meet, Greet and Color Group will meet on
the third Thursday of the month from 1:00 pm to

own beverage and table setting. 3 pm at New Song. Everyone is invited! This is
Games after lunch. Bring a favorite game if you a great opportunity to meet and greet new
like. people.

Questions: contact Myrna Bishop. Call Janet Rummel with any questions.




OUR VISION ...
is to become a great church that builds the kingdom of God by making disciples of

Jesus Christ and by making a difference in the world.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL AGES

We offer many different ways for service and fellowship with other New Song members and friends:
Animals 4 God, Book Buddies, Care & Nurture, Caregiver Support, Celebration Choir, Children’s
Ministry, Dabblers, Dinners for 8, Eve’s Cookers, Forever Friends, Handbells, Hospitality Team,
Knit Wits, Ladies Hand and Foot cards, Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study, Missions, Needlers,
New Member Classes, Praise Team, Prayer Force, Preschool Ministry, Reach Team, Stephen
Ministries, Sunday School (for children, youth and adults), UWF (United Women in Faith),
Women’s Bible Study, Youth Ministry and more.
Check the calendar each month for schedule information and additional opportunities.

REMINDER ARE YOU RECEIVING THE
The office email address is BLAST?
newsong.surpriseaz@gmail.com. If you are not receiving the weekly Blast, first
The office phone number is 623-584-9418 or check your spam mail folder. If you cannot
623-584-9656. find it there, then sign the Blast Sign-up
If you send something to church or have your Sheet at the Information Center. Once you
offering sent by your bank, have been added, you should receive the
please use this address: weekly Blast on Thursdays and the monthly
New Song United Methodist Church newsletter on the last Friday of the month. If
16303 West Bell Road, Door #5 you have any questions, contact the office at
Surprise, AZ 85374 newsong.surpriseaz@gmail.com

or 623-584-9418.

LosT YOUR NAME BADGE/

NEVER HAD ONE? MINISTERS OF NEW SONG
Get a new name tag or badge by signing up
on the list at the Information Center. Name The ministers of New Song
badges will be posted on the Information are its members.
Center once we receive them. The cost is
$8.50. You can put a check in the offering The staff members who assist them are:

basket. Put Name Tag in the memo line. Or

P. * Rev. Mi Howick
pay at the church office. astor: Rev. Misty Howic

Pastoral Assistant: Chaplain Kathy Norris
Director of Music: Jeffrey Conger
Interim Sunday School
Leader: Rhonda Easa

PRAY FOR IN FEBRUARY

Each month we are encouraged to pray for different Interim Office Manager: Joanne Croft
churches in our district. Treasurer: Amy Tarleton
In February, please pray for: Financial Secretary: Scott South
Dove of the Desert UMC, Glendale Marketing & Web Manager: Amy Tarleton
Faith UMC, Phoenix Accompanist: Alex Lunardi

First UMC, Glendale

Facilities Manager: Nicolas Hermans
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2025 02/04 GuentherKruse [N LOVING MEMORY 07/16 Jerome K. Johnson
02/10 Richard Kosier 08/08 Phyllis Russell
03/03 Charles DeWall T 08/15 Aileah Carison
03/05 Tom Olsen o, e , 08/17 Shane Hill

03/08 Barbara Shumate 08/26 Helen Park
03/11 S. Joan Johnson 09/01 Beth Brashers

04/04 - Carol Hanes R éy leave this world “' \ 10113 Ken Kraf.t
04/28 Vivian Claussen W F)uttheywillneverleave’x 10/28 KeIIy Quinn

10/28 Donna Doede

12/15 Norma Lawson
12/27 Juanita Howard
12/27 Joanne Wilson

05/03 Dr. Millard Kimery
05/05 Elizabeth Flores
06/13 Walter Hopkins

06/18 lone Bartells

06/27 Gary Kelley 12/30 Terri Nekvinda
07/08 Terry Locke 2026 01/03 Raymond Drake

07/09 LeRoy Messenger

OUR MILITARY 4* * " x

A1C Morgan Ailslieger, ANG E-5 Nicholas Rinker, US Navy
Spec Matthew Farris, US Army TSgt Malika Sengsavath, ANG
SSgt Kathryn Jones, USAF SSgt Kyler Sengsavath, Air Force
WO1 Wesley Meadows, US Army Cpl Trayton Stewart, Marines
LCDR Brent Pavel, US Navy E-3 Echo Smith, US Navy

Let us always bear in mind that
freedom is not free.

i

2/01 Nancy Campbell 2/11 Joe Karakas 2/23 Cletus Corey

2/02 Judy 2/12 Paulette Holler 2/23 Jan Mills
Riddlesworth 2/14 Owen Hoffman 2/25 Darlene McSparran

2/05 Frank Castle 2/16 Susan Jenkins 2/25 Carla Boh

2/06 Ann Hasseman 2/16 Andrea Muzzarelli ~ 2/25 Rick Rinker

2/06 Kathi White 2/17 Rich Richardson 2/25 Jane Crisman

2/08 Scott Davis 2/19 Ron Rezny 2/25 Layla Ferguson

2/09 Barbara Liedtka 2/20 Theodore Kiel 2/27 David Hoffman

2/11 Nancy Carlson 2/21 Arline Slocumb
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Sun
1

Communion

9am Adult SS
10:30am Worship,
Communion, PreK
Sunday School
11:45 Handbells
12:30 pm Worship

8

9am Adult SS
10:30am Worship,
Kids, Youth, PreK
Sunday School

11:45 am Handbell,

11:45 Youth

Souper Bowl Sunday

15

9am Adult SS
10:30am Worship,
Kids, Youth, PreK
Sunday School
11:45 am Handbell
4 pm Marriage

Ministry @ Howicks’

22

9am Adult SS
10:30am Worship,
Kids, Youth, PreK
Sunday School
11:45 Handbells
11:45 Youth

Mon

2

9 am UWF
Leaders
10:15am Prayer
Force

6 pm Boy Scouts

9

10:15am Prayer
Force

10:30 Caregiver
Support

6 pm Boy Scouts

16

OFFICE
CLOSED
10:15am Prayer
Force

23

10:15am Prayer
Force

10:30 Caregiver
Support

1 pm Book
Buddies

6 pm Boy Scouts

Tue
3

9:45 am Serve at
St. Mary’s

1 pm Staff
Meeting

4 pm Trustees

10
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

1 pm Staff
Meeting

5:30 pm Animals
4 God

Meet, Read

17

9:45 am Serve at
St. Mary’s

1 pm Staff
Meeting

4 pm Finance

24
10 am Church
Council

Wed

4 98 10:30am
Women'’s Bible
Study

1pm Grief Group
6 pm Choir

7:30 pm Praise
Team

11

9 & 10:30am
Women'’s Bible
Study

1pm Grief Group
6 pm Choir

7:30 pm Praise
Team

18

9 & 10:30 am
Women'’s Bible
Study

1pm Missions
1pm Grief Group
7 pm Ash
Wednesday
Service

25

9 & 10:30 am
Women'’s Bible
Study

1pm Grief Group
6 pm Choir

7:30 pm Praise
Team

Thu

5

10 am Hospitality
1 pm Knit Wits

12

10 am Children’s
Ministry

12pm Forever
Friends

19

9:30 am Stephen
Ministry

1 pm Coloring
Group

26

The Gathering for Pastors

11

Fri
6

8am Men’s B'fast
and Bible Study
1 pm SPRC

13

8am Men'’s B'fast
and Bible Study

20

8am Men’s B'fast
and Bible Study

27

8am Men'’s B'fast
and Bible Study
10 am Pew
Buddies

Sat

7

10 am UWF
Meeting

3 pm Farmers’
Market Grand
Reopening

14

3 pm Farmers’
Market

21

8 am Eve’s
Cookers

3 pm Farmers’
Market

28

3 pm Farmers’
Market

Blue = Offsite
Activities
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United Methodist Church .
LA
Church Office: ‘
Monday thru Friday 9:00am - 2:30 pm r\

Phone: 623-584-9418 or 623-584-9656

togcthcr

Newsletter Editor: Joanne Croft at newsong.surpriseaz@gmail.com.
Please send all March newsletter articles by February 10th.
If you have items for the Blast and/or for the bulletin,

please submit them by Tuesday each week.

New Song Church
16303 West Bell Road, DOOR 5 PLACE

Surprise, AZ 85374 STAMP
HERE



