QFMC 5 Day Devotional

Week of December 14, 2025 by Ryan Massey

To the Ends of the Earth:
A 5-Day Advent Devotional on Joy

Day 1. When Deserts Bloom
Reading: Isaiah 35:1-2

Devotional: The Columbia Basin was once a barren wasteland—dusty, dry, lifeless. Then water
came, and everything changed. Fields of fruit now grow where nothing once could survive. This
is the picture Isaiah paints: a desert that blossoms profusely when God's presence arrives.

Where do you feel like a desert today? What parts of your life feel dry, cracked, and lifeless?
Isaiah's promise is that when God's glory shows up, dead places come to life. His presence
transforms wastelands into gardens. The same God who brings water to physical deserts brings
His Spirit to our spiritual droughts.

Today, invite God's presence into your driest places. Ask Him to bring the water of His Spirit to
make your desert bloom. Transformation isn't about your effort—it's about His presence.

Day 2: Strength for the Weary
Reading: Isaiah 35:3-4

Devotional: "Encourage the exhausted, strengthen the feeble. Say to those with anxious hearts,
"Take courage, fear not." These aren't empty words—they're God's promise to displaced,
disillusioned, discouraged people.

Perhaps you identify with trembling hands, shaking knees, and anxious hearts. The last several
years have left many of us feeling weary, wondering if we're alone in our struggles. Culture feels
polarized. Relationships feel strained. The future feels uncertain.

Into this weariness, God speaks: "Your God will come. He will save you." This is Advent—God
Himself coming to rescue us. Not someday in the distant future, but now. Emmanuel means
"God with us," present in your exhaustion, your fear, your weakness.



Today, receive this truth: you are not alone. God is with you. His presence is your strength. Rest
in Him.

Day 3: Signs of the Kingdom
Reading: Matthew 11:2-6

Devotional: When John the Baptist questioned whether Jesus was truly the Messiah, Jesus
pointed to Isaiah 35: "The blind receive sight, the lame walk, the deaf hear, the dead are raised."
The vision Isaiah saw was happening in real time through Jesus' ministry.

Jesus didn't just heal bodies—He demonstrated that God's kingdom was breaking into our
broken world. Every healing was a sign that sin and death were losing their grip. Every miracle
announced that transformation and new life had arrived.

The same Jesus who healed then still brings restoration today. He heals hearts, restores
relationships, breathes life into dead situations. His kingdom continues to push back against
brokenness.

Where do you need Jesus' healing touch? What needs restoration in your life? Bring it to Him
today. The God who opened blind eyes and raised the dead is still in the business of making all
things new.

Day 4: The Highway of Holiness
Reading: Isaiah 35:8-9; John 14:6

Devotional: Isaiah saw a highway—straight, clear, and safe—called "the highway of holiness."
This wasn't the wandering path Israel took through the wilderness for forty years. This was a
direct road home, protected from danger, leading God's people to Zion.

Jesus declared, "I am the way, the truth, and the life." He is that highway. He has bridged the
gap between God and humanity, making a way for us to walk with God. No longer do we wander
aimlessly—we have a clear path through Jesus.

This highway is safe because we're protected by God's love. His grace surrounds us. His
presence guides us. We're not walking alone or unprotected—we're walking with God Himself
on the road He's made for us.

Today, walk confidently on Jesus' path. Trust that He is leading you home, that no threat can
separate you from His love.



Day 5: Everlasting Joy
Reading: Isaiah 35:10; Romans 8:18-25

Devotional: "The ransomed of the Lord will return and come with joyful shouting to Zion, with
everlasting joy upon their heads." This is resurrection joy—joy that cannot be taken away, joy
not dependent on circumstances, performance, or everything going right.

Everlasting joy doesn't mean ignoring pain. We live in tension: Jesus has come, but sin and
death still wound us deeply. We have new life, but we still groan with creation, waiting for
complete redemption. Joy and grief are not opposites.

Our joy is based on God's glorious presence with us—Emmanuel. Even when circumstances
scream otherwise, even when we experience profound loss, God crowns our heads with
everlasting joy because He is with us. This joy sustained Jesus through the cross. It can sustain
us through our darkest valleys.

Today, breathe deeply. Receive the joy Jesus offers—not manufactured happiness, but the deep
peace of knowing God is with you, now and forever.
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