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 September 2025 • Week 2

On the Move: Brave the unknown with God


Large Group • Preteen

COLLIDE — September 14th, 2025 (Week 2)

Bible Story: Joshua and the Spies • Numbers 13–14 
Conversation Starter: When is it hard to trust God?
Bottom Line: God can give you courage when others are afraid.
Monthly Memory Verse: When I’m afraid, I put my trust in you. Psalm 56:3 (NIrV)
LARGE GROUP: 
Optional Video: Countdown

Optional Video: Theme Loop
OPENER

HOST: “What’s up, everyone! Welcome back! We’re continuing our journey this month talking about COURAGE and being ‘On the Move’! Sometimes moving forward means facing some tricky obstacles, like figuring out how to cross a giant raging river . . . or maybe just a section of this floor!

“That’s right, it’s time for a challenge that will test your teamwork and your strategy! Get ready for the ‘Cross the River Challenge’!”
SLIDE: “Cross the River Challenge” Slide 
“Pick 12 kids and put them in groups of 4. Great! So you have 3 groups
“Let me give you your ‘rafts.’ I’ll explain more about these ‘rafts’ in a second. 

Give each small group a small, identical number of “rafts”—e.g. 3 carpet squares, poly spots, or pieces of cardboard.

“So, do you see these tape lines right here? This is a river! You and your entire group are on this side of the river! (Can be played in the gym)
Point to starting side of the tape line and instruct all the groups to arrange themselves behind the tape line. 
“Your goal is to get EVERYONE safely to the other side (point to finish line). The catch? You can ONLY travel using these magic rafts! (Gesture to a raft item.) You cannot touch the dangerous river water—a.k.a. the floor—at any time while crossing. If anyone touches the floor, that person has to go back to the start. You only have these few rafts, so you’ll need to figure out how to get them back and forth to shuttle your whole team across. It takes planning! It takes teamwork! It takes courage! First team to get everyone across wins! Ready . . . set . . . CROSS THAT RIVER!

Start the game. Play upbeat background music. Host provides commentary, encourages strategy, and enforces rules. Celebrate the winning team.

AUDIO: Play high-energy music
“Whew! Nice work, teams! That required some serious brainpower and working together! Sometimes the biggest obstacle isn’t the river itself but figuring out how to trust the plan and work together, especially when things look tricky.

“Today we’re hearing about a time God’s people faced a huge obstacle, and got some very different reports about what to do next. Let’s get ready to worship the God who is always with us and guides us through every obstacle!”
WORSHIP
HOST: This is our time to sing, to shout, to focus on how amazing God is, and to tell Him how much He means to us. Are you ready to make some noise and give God your best today? Awesome! Let’s get started!
VIDEO: “(Lyric Video)” 

Now why don’t we turn our eyes, ears and hearts towards the screen and watch this week’s bible story together. 
VIDEO: Bible Story W2
AFTER BIBLE STORY
HOST: “When we think about Joshua and Caleb and the other spies, we can remember that God is always, always more powerful than anything we face. And if we think and think and think about God’s strength and His power, our view of Him will grow bigger and bigger until the thing we’re afraid of will get smaller and smaller in our minds! What we focus on matters. Other people might be scared, and that’s okay. We can be brave because we know God is with us and He is more powerful than anything! God is the strongest!
“We can ask the Holy Spirit inside of us for help when we need a reminder that we’re not alone, or if we need a reminder that the God who is with us is bigger and stronger than anything we’ll face.

“So as you head to Small Groups, let’s ask this question:
SLIDE: Conversation Starter
[Conversation Starter] “When is it hard to trust God?
“Talk about those specific times with your group. When does the fear of the crowd, or the size of the challenge, make trusting God feel really difficult? And how can remembering that God is with us—the strongest of all—help us be courageous? Let’s pray.”
PRAYER

HOST: “God, thank You for showing us through Joshua and Caleb that courage comes from trusting that You are with us and that You are stronger than everything—not from listening to the fears of others. Help us to see situations through the eyes of faith, focusing on Your goodness and Your presence with us—because Your presence with us is what’s really true. Help us to trust You no matter what the powerful things in our life look like. Help us to remember that You are the most powerful of anything and You go with us. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
After prayer, Host dismisses kids to Small Group.
Small Group (15 minutes)
The BLESSED lifestyle
Begin with prayer
Take a few minutes to pray with your small group
We want to encourage the kids to start with prayer. Lead them by praying for the group.  Ask if there are any prayer requests. To make them more comfortable you can start praying then ask if anyone would like to pray after you.  
You can also use the Bottom line or monthly theme as key prayer points. 
1. Bible Story Extension
Talk about God | Bible Story Review
Made to Imagine

What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do:
· Gather the kids together.

· Ask: 

· Why do you think Joshua and Caleb were brave when almost everyone else was scared?
· Explain how to play. 

· “I’m going to read some scenarios from the true story in the Bible about Joshua and the spies. I’ll give you two possible choices. You’ll give your most honest answer of what you would do, and travel to that side of the room.” (Point to the left for A, and to the right for B.)

· Read each scenario twice and give kids a chance to respond. 

· After each round, ask a few kids why they made their choice and thank them for sharing.

· Continue until all the scenarios have been read. 

· Tell the kids that we won’t always want to do what’s right. But the right thing is always the choice that God would want us to make. 

· Whether it’s standing up for a friend or walking away from a group of people gossiping, God can give them courage when others are afraid to do the right thing. 

· Encourage the kids that just like Joshua and Caleb, God is with them and can help them be brave. Even if everyone around them is afraid, nervous, or doing the wrong thing, Jesus is with them, and the Holy Spirit can fill them with the courage they need!
· Ask: 

· Was there ever a time you had to be brave when everyone else was not? 

Story Scenarios: 

You hear rumors about giants in the land.

A. Focus on God and the truth that He is with you.

B. Focus on the giants and start to panic.

Your friends start saying: “There’s no way we can do this.”
A. Speak up and remind them that God is with us, He is the strongest, and He can help us be brave enough to do hard things.

B. Stay silent because you’re afraid of standing out.
You notice how good the land is—just like God said!

A. Celebrate and tell everyone the good news.

B. Worry about all the challenges ahead.

Most of the people want to quit and go back to what’s easy.

A. Trust that following God is always better, even if it’s hard.
B. Agree with the crowd because it’s safer.

Inclusive Pro Tips:

· To adapt the movement in this activity, have the kids show a thumbs-up for “A” and a thumbs-down for “B” instead of moving around your group area.

2. Discussion Questions
Talk about God | Bible Story Review 

Made to Connect

What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do:
Ask:
· What are people afraid of?
· Why do you think most of the spies were too afraid to move forward, even though God had promised them the land?
· Can you recall a time you believed something was possible when others were afraid or unsure? 

· What’s something you feel nervous about or unsure you can do? 

· How can remembering that God is the strongest help you face what you are facing?

· When you choose to follow Jesus, the Holy Spirit lives in you! What do you think it means to know that God is with you? 

Inclusive Pro Tips:

· Be sensitive to kids who may need extra time to process their thoughts and respond. Be patient and create a safe space where everyone has a chance to share when they’re ready.
· Frequently check for understanding during discussion by asking questions like, “Can someone share in their own words what we’re talking about?”
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