252 Kids


 October 2025 • Week 3
Wisdomland: God can help you make the wise choice


Large Group • Preteen

COLLIDE — October 19th,2025 (Week 3)
Bible Story: Solomon Chooses Wisdom • 1 Kings 3:4-15
Conversion Starter: When do you need wisdom?
Bottom Line: God can help you make the wise choice.
Monthly Memory Verse: It is much better to get wisdom than gold. It is much better to choose understanding than silver. Proverbs 16:16 (NIrV) 
LARGE GROUP
Optional Video: Countdown

Optional Video: Theme Loop

OPENER
HOST: “Welcome, everyone! Who’s pumped to be back at Wisdomland? (Pause for responses.) Nice!
“I don’t know about you, but when I hear the word ‘theme park,’ I think about adventure, wild rides, making choices, and maybe even getting a little lost along the way. 
“Today, we’re not just talking about wisdom—we’re going to need it, right from the start!

“Why? Because you and our on-stage team are about to try … (Make a drumroll on your legs) 

“The Wisdomland Escape Room!
“Here’s how it works: I’ll invite a team of 3–4 volunteers up front. 

“The rest of you out there? You’re not just an audience. You’re the ‘park guests,’ and our stage team can call on you for help at any time—so pay attention!

“You’ll work together to solve three Wisdomland ‘escape’ puzzles. Each one is themed like a park ‘attraction’—but instead of rides, you’ll face riddles, tricky choices, or problems you’d face in a real theme park.

“Let me pick three (or four) kids who want to do the escape room. Can you raise your hand if you want to try?

Choose three (or four) confident kids who like a challenge and invite them on stage. 

“Great! Let me continue on with the game. Like I was saying, you all are going to work together to solve three Wisdomland ‘escape’ puzzles.

“For each puzzle, we’re going to ask what the audience thinks too—it’s always helpful to talk to a ‘Wise Friend,’ and that’s kind of what they are. Audience, when it’s your turn, you can shout suggestions, send up clues, or brainstorm with these three (or four).
“Let’s meet our team! 

Ask the three—or four—volunteers their names, favorite ride, etc.
“Great! Now that we know everybody, let’s get started.

“Here’s your first puzzle:

Puzzle #1—The Map Mix-Up:
“You’ve just entered Wisdomland and you’re handed a confusing park map. There are arrows pointing in every direction, and you’re supposed to get to ‘Proverb Pavillion.’

“But wait—two paths are blocked, and there’s a shortcut that’s … suspicious.

“Audience, what would you do? 

Take a few crowd answers. Remind everyone of the dilemma, if needed.
“Team, the audience has weighed in. What would you do? 

After the team has shared their answer, ask: Why did you make that choice?

“Great! You got out of that escape room and figured out a solution together! Here is your next puzzle! 
“Puzzle #2—The Snack Stand Dilemma:
“Your group is starving, but you only have enough tokens for one snack. You spot a kid by themselves who looks lost and hungry. What’s the wise thing to do?

“Team, huddle up. Audience, help them out! What would you do?

Take a few crowd answers.

“Team, the audience has weighed in. What would you do? 

After the team has shared their answer, ask: Why did you make that choice? Try to guide them to an empathetic answer if they haven’t come up with one.

“You guys figured out an empathetic answer. Great work! Here’s your last puzzle, and this one’s for everyone:
Puzzle #3—"Who Would You Ask?”
“You’re stuck at Wisdomland’s biggest crossroads—there are four rides, no signs, and everyone’s confused.

“You can:
A) Guess and rush ahead.
B) Ask a random stranger.
C) Stop and ask the park guide.
D) Sit and do nothing.

“What’s the wisest move? Why?

Allow both the team and audience to shout out, then highlight choosing to “ask for wisdom.” 

“The park guide would know the park the best, so they could give you the best information that you could make the wisest decision from!

“Great job working through those puzzles! You made it through! Sometimes the smartest thing you can do is slow down, ask for help, and listen to wise voices around you. That’s what we’ll be talking about today—how you can ask God for wisdom, just like King Solomon did.
“Escape Room team, thank you! You can head to your seats! Let’s give our Escape Room team and our whole crowd a huge Wisdomland cheer! (Pause while the kids return to their seats.)
“Now, before we dive into the story, let’s worship through music together!
“Worship isn’t just about singing songs—it’s about connecting with God, listening for His voice, and letting Him shape our hearts.
“So, let’s get on our feet, shake off those nerves, and get ready to praise the God who loves us, leads us, and fills us with wisdom!”
WORSHIP
HOST: “Hey, everyone! I love seeing you all here and ready to worship
VIDEO: “(Lyric Video)” 

Now why don’t we turn our eyes, ears and hearts towards the screen and watch this week’s bible story together. 
VIDEO: Bible Story W3
AFTER BIBLE STORY 
HOST: “So, after everything we’ve explored about Solomon and wisdom, what’s our part?
“Solomon started out asking for help. He didn’t pretend to have all the answers. He turned to God and said, ‘I need You.’ And God loved that!
“That’s still true for us. We don’t have to have it all figured out. In fact, the wisest people you’ll ever meet are the ones who keep asking God for help, who pause before big decisions, who slow down enough to listen for His voice.
“This week, you’re going to face moments that require wisdom—maybe at home, at school, with your friends, or even just inside your own thoughts. You might feel the pressure to figure it out on your own.  But you have the same invitation Solomon did: Ask God for wisdom. Trust Him to answer. Listen for His leading. And don’t be afraid to talk it out with people you trust too.“Here’s our Conversation Starter—you can chew on this question as you head to your Small Groups:
SLIDE: Conversation Starter
[Conversation Starter] “When do you need wisdom?
SLIDE: Theme Background
”And let that other question we talked about go with you this week. When you feel lost, confused, or just need help—pause, turn to God, and ask: ‘God, what’s the wise thing to do?’

“He promises to listen. He promises to give you what you need.

“Let’s talk to God about that right now.
PRAYER

HOST: “God, thank You for loving us so much that You want to share Your wisdom with us because You want us to live wisely and well. Help us remember to ask You for wisdom—not just when we’re desperate, but every day. Give us the humility to ask for help, hearts that listen, and courage to follow what You say. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
After prayer, Host dismisses kids to Small Group. 
SMALL GROUP
The BLESSED lifestyle
Begin with prayer
Take a few minutes to pray with your small group
We want to encourage the kids to start with prayer. Lead them by praying for the group.  Ask if there are any prayer requests. To make them more comfortable you can start praying then ask if anyone would like to pray after you.  
You can also use the Bottom line or monthly theme as key prayer points. 
16:16 (NIrV)

1. Bible Story Extension
Talk about God | Bible Story Review
Made to Explore
What You Need: 
Tablecloth 
Soil

Small plant cups

Seeds

Spoons

Permanent markers

Small water bottles

Inclusive Supplies: 
Gloves

What You Do:
· Lay the tablecloth out on the floor or on a table in your group area. 

· Place the soil, seeds, spoons, permanent markers, and small cups of water on the tablecloth.

· Give every kid a small plant cup and invite them to write:

· Their name.

· Something that reminds them of today’s Bible Story. 

Explore Together: 
· Lead the kids to:

· Scoop some soil into their cup. The cup should be about ¾ full.
· Choose a seed and gently press it into the soil. The seed should be about ¼-inch deep in the soil.

· Gently add a little water to the cup to water the seed, but not drown it.

· Ask: 

· “Why do you think Solomon asked for wisdom instead of something like money or power?”

· “Why do you think God was so happy that Solomon asked for wisdom?”

· “When Solomon followed God, his life was beautiful. He was one of the most prosperous kings of God’s people. How does following God’s wisdom make your life beautiful?”
· “What’s one area where you want to grow wiser this year?”
· Explain to the kids that Solomon didn’t ask for stuff; he asked for wisdom from God. Solomon wanted to live God’s way, not just his own. 

· When we choose to follow Jesus, we’re saying: “I don’t have it all figured out. I need help.” We all face decisions where we need wisdom. The good news? God doesn’t leave us on our own. The Holy Spirit goes with us every step of our lives, and we can ask Him for wisdom anytime, anywhere. God wants to share His wisdom with us and help us live well!

· God wants us to live lives that are rooted in His wisdom. As you watch this seed grow up, know that it is getting similar roots down in the soil that you can’t see. Ask God to root you deep in His wisdom so you can grow up and be the beautiful creation He made you to be!

Inclusive Pro-Tips
· Allow the group to use gloves if kids don’t want to touch the soil directly. 
· Honor different learning styles by allowing the kids to process their answers to the questions with another kid before answering.
2. Discussion Questions
Talk about God | Bible Story Review
Made to Connect

What You Need: 
No supplies needed
What You Do:
Ask:
· When do you need wisdom? 

· What does it tell you about God that He was pleased when Solomon asked for wisdom instead of riches or power?
· What do you think this says about what God really wants for you? How does that help you know Him better?
· What’s a decision you’ve faced recently where you needed wisdom?
· What’s the difference between being smart and being wise?
Inclusive Pro-Tips
· Be sensitive to kids who may need extra time to process their thoughts and respond. Be patient and create a safe space where everyone has a chance to share when they’re ready.
· Frequently check for understanding during discussion by asking questions like, “Can someone share in their own words what we’re talking about?”
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