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 October 2025 • Week 2
Wisdomland: God can help you make the wise choice


Large Group • Preteen

COLLIDE —October 12th, 2025 (Week 2)
Bible Story: David and the Psalms • Psalm 1:1-4 (supporting: Psalm 23:1-2; 8:1; 18:2) 
Conversion Starter: How do you know what’s wise?
Bottom Line: God can help you make the wise choice.
Monthly Memory Verse: It is much better to get wisdom than gold. It is much better to choose understanding than silver. Proverbs 16:16 (NIrV) 
LARGE GROUP
Optional Video: Countdown
Optional Video: Theme Loop

OPENER
HOST: “Hey, everyone! Welcome to Wisdomland, where you get to make your own adventure. I hope you’re ready for a day full of fun—and maybe even some tough choices. Because today, we’re finding out how to make wise choices, no matter what comes your way. God wants to help you make the wise choice step by step through your life.
SLIDE: “Wisdomland Theme Park Map” 
“Okay, check out this park map—who wants to go on every single ride? (Pause for the kids to raise their hands.) 
“But here’s the catch: not every ride is what it seems! Some are awesome, some are just plain weird, and some might be … well, let’s just say, not the wisest choice for you.

“Let me divide the group into teams for our game.

Divide the group into teams of manageable size.
“Here’s how our game works: I’m going to read you some real reviews from theme park guests … 

“Well, pretend reviews since this is a pretend park. Your job? Figure out which ride the review is talking about! You can shout it out or raise your hand when you think you know. And, bonus points if you can tell us: is this a ride that would be a wise choice for you, or not? And why?

“The thing about wisdom is that it’s about taking in the information you have and making the wisest choice with it.

“I’ll give you an example. Do you see this ‘Spinning Teacups of Doom’ ride? 

SLIDE: “Spinning Teacups of Doom”
“It’s a ride that spins round and round and round. Some of us get dizzy and nauseous easily. So knowing that information about ourselves, that wouldn’t be a wise ride for us to ride. Others of us love being dizzy, we have no reason not to ride the ride, so it’s not an unwise choice for us. 

“So, let me read some reviews of some rides to you, you raise your hand if you think you know which ride the review is about, and if you have some thoughts on reasons why that ride could be wise or unwise to ride.
“Let’s get started! Here is the first review!

“Got soaked, laughed the whole time, but my shoes are STILL wet. Wish I’d brought a towel!”
“What ride could that be? (Invite responses: “Splash Zone Elevator”)
SLIDE: “Splash Zone Elevator”
“What are some reasons that ride could be unwise? What would you need to be ready for this one? What are some reasons it could be a wise ride to ride? 
“Okay, the next review. Raise your hand if you know what it is, and if you have some thoughts about it:
“The line was so long, but the rollercoaster was totally worth it. I went upside down three times! Screamed the whole way.”
“Which ride could that review be for? (Invite responses. “Loop-De-Loop Banana Coaster”) 
SLIDE: “Loop-De-Loop Banana Coaster”
“How do you decide if it’s wise to wait for this ride, or just skip to something else? Are there any other reasons this ride could be unwise to ride? How could it be wise for some people?
“Another review:
“I thought this would be easy, but the tunnel got darker and twistier—and somehow, I came out on the wrong side of the park. Weird!”
“Which ride is this? (Wait for responses. “Mystery Tunnel”)

SLIDE: “Mystery Tunnel”
“What are some reasons this ride would be unwise for people to ride? What are some reasons that this ride might be wise for someone to ride?
“Let’s do one last ride:
“I thought this ride would be chill and slower paced, but I kept getting pummeled by other bumper boats and squirted with water guns. I was hit so hard, so often, that I kept getting whiplash! And I’m soaking wet too! 

“Which ride is this? (Wait for responses. “Chill Zone Bumper Boats”)
SLIDE: “Chill Zone Bumper Boats”
“What are some reasons this ride would be unwise for people to ride? What are some reasons that this ride might be wise for someone to ride? 

“You see, sometimes making wise choices means looking past what seems fun and paying attention to what really matters—being safe, being prepared, and thinking things through. Part of wisdom is not just knowing stuff but making the best choices with what you know.
“In this game we looked mainly at everyday wisdom, making the wisest choice with what we know. But wisdom from God goes even beyond that—because it involves knowledge from God Himself! He can even download information from heaven to you as you go through life and make choices!

“The closer we get to Him, the more we listen to His voice, the more wisdom we’ll learn. And God goes with us step by step through life to help us live wisely and well!

“Today, we’re asking the big question: How do you know what’s wise?
“Alright, let’s stand up and worship together—because God is the One who gives us wisdom, and He’s with us through every decision.”
WORSHIP
HOST: “Alright, Wisdomland, that was a wild start. If you came in today feeling excited, stressed, distracted, or even just a little ‘meh,’ know this: it’s totally okay however you are. God is glad you came. He wants to be friends with the real you, and He will meet with you right where you are.
VIDEO: “(Lyric Video)” 

Now why don’t we turn our eyes, ears and hearts towards the screen and watch this week’s bible story together. 
VIDEO: Bible Story W2
AFTER BIBLE STORY 
HOST: “So, what about us? David wrote songs about every part of his life—joy, heartbreak, mess-ups, victories, questions, even doubts. He brought it all to God, over and over. He discovered that wisdom isn’t about having the perfect answer every time. It’s about going to God when you don’t. It’s about bringing everything—your best moments, your hardest choices, your mess-ups—to God, and trusting Him to lead you.
“Here’s what’s true: God’s wisdom isn’t just an old story or something for ‘church people.’ It’s for you, right now, in the middle of whatever you’re facing. You might not always feel wise. You might wonder:
SLIDE: Conversation Starter
[Conversation Starter] “How do you know what’s wise?”
SLIDE: Theme Background
“That’s a good question. Start by doing what David did: focus on God. Ask Him for help. Look for wisdom in His Word, in the example of Jesus, and in people you trust who are following God too.
“So—what’s our part in the story? It’s to keep asking, ‘How do you know what’s wise?’ It’s to keep showing up, keep being honest, keep coming back to God—even when you’re not sure.
“Let’s pray.
PRAYER

HOST: “God, thank You for being with us in the highs and lows, in every season. Thank You for giving us the book of Psalms, for showing us that we can bring You every feeling and every question. Please give us wisdom for our choices, courage to ask hard questions, and trust to follow where You lead. Help us remember that Your wisdom is for us, right now, every day. We want to be Your close friend and go through life with You. Please teach us how. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
After prayer, Host dismisses kids to Small Group. 
SMALL GROUP
The BLESSED lifestyle
Begin with prayer
Take a few minutes to pray with your small group
We want to encourage the kids to start with prayer. Lead them by praying for the group.  Ask if there are any prayer requests. To make them more comfortable you can start praying then ask if anyone would like to pray after you.  
You can also use the Bottom line or monthly theme as key prayer points. 
1. Bible Story Extension
Talk about God | Bible Story Review
Made to Imagine
What You Need: 
“Psalm Excerpts” Activity Page 
Labeled poster board (“Wisdomland” = “Honestland”)
Clear tape
Sticky notes
Pencils or pens
What You Do:
· Encourage the kids to sit in a circle.

· Set the prepared posterboard in the middle of the circle.
· Place the cards from the “Psalm Excerpts” Activity Page face-up around the poster board.
· Make the tape accessible.

· One at a time, encourage a kid to pick a card from “Psalm Excerpts” Activity Page, read the portion of the verse out loud, and tape it onto the poster board.

· Continue in the same manner until all of the cards from the “Psalm Excerpts” Activity Page are taped to the poster board. (Encourage a different kid to read and tape each card to the poster board.)
Imagine Together:
· Say, “Look how honest David was with God! These are excerpts from some of the psalms he wrote and sang. In them, he shared his best moments—and his hardest. But through it all, David kept coming back to God for help.”
· Once you’ve read all the verses from the psalms David wrote and attached them to the poster board, give each kid a sticky note and a pen/pencil.
· Invite the kids to write their own one-line “psalm” to God on a sticky note (a question, praise, or prayer).
· Then, invite the kids to post their sticky note on the poster board. (Encourage them to do more than one sticky note if time allows.)
Psalm Excerpts: 

· God, create a pure heart in me. (Psalm 51:10 NIrV)

· My groaning has worn me out. 

    All night long my tears flood my bed. (Psalm 6:6 NIrV)

· The Lord is my rock and my place of safety. (Psalm 18:2 NIrV)

· My enemies chase me. … 

Deep down inside me, I’m afraid. (Psalm 143:4 NIrV)

· Your word is like a lamp that shows me the way. (Psalm 119:105 NIrV)

· Lord, why are you so far away? (Psalm 10:1 NIrV)

· I can’t forget my sin. …

[But] wash me, then I will be whiter than snow. (Psalm 51:3, 7 NIrV)

· When I’m afraid, 

    I put my trust in you. (Psalm 56:3 NIrV)

Talk Together:
· Ask: 
· What did you notice about David’s words? 
· Do you think David always felt wise or confident? 
· What can we learn from how David turned to God no matter how he was feeling?
· Explain that one way they can be wise is by being honest with God and trusting Him to guide them.
· Encourage the kids that they can go to God with everything they’re feeling, because He is a good God who cares and wants to help! 
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2. Discussion Questions
Talk about God | Bible Story Review
Made to Connect

What You Need: 
No supplies needed
What You Do:
Ask:
· God said that David was “dear to his heart” (1 Samuel 13:14 NIrV). Why do you think David was so dear to God?
· Since God valued His relationship with David, what kind of relationship do you think God wants to have with you?
· What is something you can be honest with God about?
· Why do you think going to God no matter what is wise? 
· What do you think it looks like in your life to go to God with everything?

Inclusive Pro-Tips
· Be sensitive to kids who may need extra time to process their thoughts and respond. Be patient and create a safe space where everyone has a chance to share when they’re ready.
· Frequently check for understanding during discussion by asking questions like, “Can someone share in their own words what we’re talking about?”
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