252 Kids


January 2026 • Week 4

Game Plan: Growing Stronger in Faith Every Day


Large Group • Preteen

COLLIDE — January 25th, 2026 (Week 4)
Bible Story: Jesus Chooses Levi • Luke 5:27-32
Conversion Starter: What does it look like to live for God?
Bottom Line: Practice living for God.
Monthly Memory Verse: Training the body has some value. But being godly has value in every way. It promises help for the life you are now living and the life to come. • 1 Timothy 4:8 NIrV
LARGE GROUP

Optional Video: Countdown

Optional Video: Theme Loop
OPENER
HOST: “Welcome, everyone! Can you believe we are already on Week 4 of Game Plan?

“If you haven’t joined us, let me bring you up to speed! This month, we’re training with a Game Plan to grow stronger every day in our friendship with God. This Game Plan has four parts—talk about God, pray to God, hear from God, and live for God!

“We’ve been learning so much. If God taught you something this month, throw a hand up. (Put your hand in the air, and pause for responses.)
“Love it. We’re closing out the theme today, and we have one more thing to unpack, and it’s so good! We’re going to learn about how we can [Bottom Line] practice living for God.” 
                            Question Time with the Kids 

Answer questions from Question Wheel,

Tell them to write down questions they may have, or they can just ask by raising their hands.
“But before we get to today’s bible story, let’s dive into some questions that you have!

WORSHIP
HOST: “We’re going into a time of worship. Worship is so important. We do this for many reasons, but one is to acknowledge that God is King. He is on the throne. No one is above Him. We understand God is King—everything else doesn’t even come close to being like Him. He is above it all. While we sing this song, be reminded that God should not just be a part of your life. He should be everything.
VIDEO: “(Lyric Video)”
“Great job, everyone! Let’s go ahead and sit down and hear our true story from the Bible today!” 

VIDEO: Bible Story W4
AFTER BIBLE STORY
HOST: “Two minutes from now, you will head to group and then right back into normal life, buses, hallways, chats, and chores. Before you move, what can you start doing this week to live for God? Is it telling the truth, choosing kindness online, inviting a friend to church, or stopping listening to certain music that pulls you the wrong way? Name your two choices in your head now, and be ready to share.
“That’s thinking about our Conversation Starter for this week.

SLIDE: Conversation Starter
[Conversation Starter] “What does it look like to live for God?
“How are you going to live this week, and what are you going to leave behind? 
Let’s pray before you go.
 Host does an Alter Call

HOST: Today, I want to give you a very special opportunity.

Do you know how much Jesus loves you?

Jesus loves you so much! He gave His life on the cross and came back to life so He can be with you forever.

He wants to be your best friend, your Savior, and help you every single day.

Maybe you feel something special in your heart right now.

That’s Jesus saying, ‘I love you. I want to be with you.’

You don’t have to be perfect or know everything.

You just need to say yes to Jesus.

If you’ve never asked Jesus to be your Savior, and you want to invite Him into your heart today, you can pray with me.

And if you’ve already done this before, you can pray again to remember how much He loves you.”
Salvation Prayer (Repeat After Me)
Dear Jesus,

Thank You for loving me.

Thank You for dying on the cross for my sins.

I believe You rose again and You are alive.

I want You to be my Savior and my best friend.

Come into my heart today.

Help me follow You every day.

I love You, Jesus.

Amen.
HOST: If you prayed that prayer for the first time today — we’re SO proud of you! That is the best decision you’ll ever make. Please let your leader know, because we want to celebrate with you and give you something special!

After prayer, Host dismisses kids to Small Group. 

SMALL GROUP
The BLESSED lifestyle
Begin with prayer
Take a few minutes to pray with your small group
We want to encourage the kids to start with prayer. Lead them by praying for the group.  Ask if there are any prayer requests. To make them more comfortable you can start praying then ask if anyone would like to pray after you.  
You can also use the Bottom line or monthly theme as key prayer points. 
1. Take a Snapshot
Live for God | Application Activity
Made to Explore
What You Need: 
· Scrabble® tiles (or letters written on small squares of paper)
· Bag to hold the Scrabble® tiles (or squares of paper)
What You Do:
· Encourage the kids to sit with you in a circle.

· Pass the bag of letters around and instruct each kid to draw 7-8 letters without looking.

· Explain that the challenge is to work together, using all the letters in the circle, to spell out words that describe what it looks like to live for God.

· They can trade letters and move around the circle to work with others.

· Encourage them to spell out words like: KIND, LOVE, HELP, SHARE, OBEY, TRUTH, PRAY, GIVE, HONEST, FORGIVE.

· As they spell words, talk about what those words mean and how they connect to living for God.

What You Say:
“Look at all these words we spelled! This is like a game plan for our faith. Living for God isn’t some big, mysterious secret. It’s about these simple, everyday choices to be loving, kind, honest, and helpful. When we do these things, we’re putting our faith into practice. Every day is a chance to [Bottom Line] practice living for God.”
[Make It Personal] (Share one way that living for God is difficult for you, and you have to practice it. For example, patience could be the area that you have to practice—especially when you’re in a hurry or things aren’t going your way. Share how you have to intentionally ask God to help you in this area.)
2. Discussion Questions
Talk about God | Bible Story Review
Made to Connect
*Uses Minimal Supplies*
What You Need: 
· No supplies needed

What You Do:
· Why do you think Jesus chose someone like Matthew, who wasn’t very popular, to follow Him?
· What do you think it means to “live for God” instead of living just for yourself?
· What are some ways you can show love for God and others in your everyday life—at school, home, or with friends?
· Romans 12:1 says to offer your whole self to God. What might that look like for you?
· Matthew’s life changed when he met Jesus. What’s one change you could make this week to live more like Jesus?
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