252 Kids


January 2026 • Week 3
Game Plan: Growing Stronger in Faith Every Day


Large Group • Preteen

COLLIDE — January 18th, 2026 (Week 3)
Bible Story: The Wise and Foolish Builders • Matthew 7:24-27 (Supporting: John 10:27-28)
Conversion Starter: How can you hear from God?
Bottom Line: Practice hearing from God.
Monthly Memory Verse: Training the body has some value. But being godly has value in every way. It promises help for the life you are now living and the life to come.  • 1 Timothy 4:8 NIrV
LARGE GROUP

Optional Video: Countdown

Optional Video: Theme Loop
OPENER
HOST: “Welcome, everyone! I’ve been loving learning the practical things with you all! This month, we’re learning about how we can follow a Game Plan when it comes to getting to know God more! And by following this Game Plan, we’ll start growing stronger in faith every day.
“There are four parts of this Game Plan to help you get to know God better—talking about God, praying to God, hearing from God, and living for God. This week, we’re going to look at ‘hearing from God’!
“Quick check. If you like to draw things, raise a hand. If you like to win things, raise both hands. Perfect! Because today we’ll draw fast. And we’ll listen even faster. Turn to two people and say, ‘Hear it, then do it.’ Good. We’re going to play a game called ‘Picture to Project.’” 
SLIDE: Picture to Project
“If you like to draw things, and you don’t mind doing it in front of everyone, raise your hands! I need five volunteers!
Choose five volunteers from the kids whose hands are raised. Invite them on stage, and direct each to stand on a straight line
HOST: “Here is how ‘Picture to Project’ works. We’ll put a picture on the screen. All five of you get the same picture. All five of you get a tablet. You can use any shape you want you just have to use shapes only. You will have 30 seconds to draw something that matches the picture. When I say ‘Hands up,’ you stop drawing. I’ll pick a winner and we’ll move on to the next round!
“Rules are simple. Just use shapes. Draw. You want your drawing to look like the picture. Everyone watching, cheer them on! 
“Let’s get started with the first round! Builders, look at the screen!
Round 1  

SLIDE: Picture to Project: House
HOST: “Your first drawing is a house. You have 30 seconds—three, two, one, go.”
Start timer.
HOST: (After 30 seconds) “Hands up and step back. Hmm. Which drawing looks most like the picture and shows creativity?
Point to the winner. Celebrate the winner with a short cheer.
Choose a new winner for each round
Round 2 

SLIDE: Picture to Project: Flower
Round 3
SLIDE: Picture to Project: Bridge
Round 4 

SLIDE: Picture to Project: Happy Face
HOST: “Nice work, guys. You watched the image. You listened for the rules. Then you put things in motion and did something. Jesus teaches us to live like that. We hear His words. Then we do them. That’s how we get strong when life feels stormy. Today we’ll learn how to practice hearing from God in real life, not just in a game!”
WORSHIP
HOST: “Hi, everyone! Today, I want you to think about one true thing you know about God. (Pause as the kids think.) Now, let’s take a moment and tell the Lord, ‘Thank You’ for that thing you thought about. Even while we’re worshipping, just tell God how much you love Him. Don’t worry about the distractions around you, or what you’re doing after church. In this moment, just focus on God. 
VIDEO: “(Lyric Video)”
“Great job, everyone! Let’s go ahead and sit down and hear our true story from the Bible today!” 

VIDEO: Bible Story W3
AFTER BIBLE STORY
COMMUNICATOR: “Jesus gave us a clear plan. Hear His words and put them into practice. That is how we grow stronger every day, and that’s how we stand firm when life gets stormy. This week, choose one real moment to hear and do. Maybe it’s at school, at home, with a friend, or online.”
SLIDE: Conversation Starter
[Conversation Starter] “How can you hear from God?
“Think about this question now, and we’ll talk more about it in Small Group. Be honest about what helps you listen to God and what makes it hard.”

PRAYER

HOST: “Let’s take some time and [Bottom Line] practice hearing from God. Close your eyes and bow your head. Just ask God to speak to you. Just pause and don't think about everything going on around you or what you are doing tonight or tomorrow.

Pause for about 15-30 seconds while the kids listen to God.
“Lord, we love You, thank You that You speak to us. The message You gave to all those people is for us too. Lord, we want You to speak to us, but we don’t just want to hear You, we want to do what You say. We want to start putting Your words into practice because they are the best way to live. Teach us to follow You because we love You. We pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
After prayer, Host dismisses kids to Small Group. 
SMALL GROUP
The BLESSED lifestyle
Begin with prayer
Take a few minutes to pray with your small group
We want to encourage the kids to start with prayer. Lead them by praying for the group.  Ask if there are any prayer requests. To make them more comfortable you can start praying then ask if anyone would like to pray after you.  
You can also use the Bottom line or monthly theme as key prayer points. 
1. Bible Story Extension
Talk about God | Bible Story Review
Made to Create

What You Need: 
· Craft sticks 
· Markers
· 12x18 Paper
What You Do:
· Give each kid 2-3 craft sticks and a marker.

· Challenge the kids to think of what it means to be a wise builder, and write each thing on a craft stick (go to church and do what you hear, read the Bible and live out what you read, listen to godly people and take their advice, listen to the Holy Spirit when He guides you throughout your day).

· Use all the sticks from the group to build the outline of a house. 

What You Say:
“Look at the house we built together. What a strong house! 
“Jesus’ point was clear. It's not enough to hear what God says—we have to also put it into practice. We have to build our lives on a firm foundation. The main way we do that is to [Bottom Line] practice hearing from God by reading the Bible, by listening to people who love Jesus, by hearing the Holy Spirit as He guides us, and then actually doing what we hear.”
Inclusive Pro-Tips
· Work in pairs to assist with writing.
2. Discussion Questions
Talk about God | Bible Story Review
Made to Connect

What You Need: 
· No supplies needed

What You Do:
· Why do you think Jesus compared hearing His words and doing them to building a house on rock? And not doing them to building a house on sand?
· What are some things that can make it hard to hear from God in your everyday life?
· What are some ways you can slow down and make time to listen for God’s voice?
· What are some ways you hear from God?

· When have you felt like God helped you make a wise choice or encouraged you through someone else?
· How can reading the Bible, talking with people who love Jesus, or listening to the Holy Spirit and doing what you hear help you build a strong foundation like the wise man?
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