252 Kids


January 2026 • Week 2

Game Plan: Growing Stronger in Faith Every Day


Large Group • Preteen

COLLIDE — January 11th, 2026 (Week 2)
Bible Story: The Lord’s Prayer • Matthew 6:9-13
Conversion Starter: What do you pray about?
Bottom Line: Practice praying to God
Monthly Memory Verse: Training the body has some value. But being godly has value in every way. It promises help for the life you are now living and the life to come. • 1 Timothy 4:8 NIrV
LARGE GROUP

Optional Video: Countdown

Optional Video: Theme Loop
OPENER
HOST: “Hey, everybody! Welcome to Week 2 of Game Plan! 
“I’m so glad you’re here. Turn to two people and say, ‘You made it.’ If this is your first time here, give us a wave so we can cheer for you. (Wave and cheer for the new kids.)
‘This month, we’re learning about how we need a Game Plan when it comes to getting to know God more! And by following this Game Plan, we’ll start growing stronger in faith every day.

“There are four parts of this Game Plan to help you get to know God better—talking about God, praying to God, hearing from God, and living for God. Last week, we learned that we can practice talking about God.
“This week we’re going to talk about the second part of this Game Plan: [Bottom Line] practice praying to God. When you practice something, it takes a lot of repetition. And repeating something simple helps you grow. Prayer works like that too. You can talk to God every day—simple words, with a real heart. And the more you talk to God, the more natural it becomes. That is our focus today. We’ll dive more into that soon!

“Alright, everyone, let’s do a quick warm-up. Shake out your hands. Take one big breath in … and out. If you like knocking stuff down, let me hear you shout, ‘Knockdown.’ Awesome!
“Today we’re going to play a game called: ‘Do It Again: Knockdown.’”
SLIDE: Do It Again: Knockdown
“I need six kids who’d like to play our game! If you want to play, raise your hands!

Choose six kids from those with their hands raised and invite them to come on stage. 

“Great! You line up behind this start line, forming two teams of three. Now, I need two leaders. 

Choose two adults from the leaders and invite them to come on stage. 

“Great! Everyone else, you are the cheer squad.”
“I’ll explain, ‘Do It Again: Knockdown’! Each team has a cup pyramid on a table and a basket of ping-pong balls at the throw line. Each team will choose one kid to go first. That kid will run to the throw line and get three throws to knock down the pyramid. If you knock it down on your first or second throw, run back to your team, and tag the next kid to go right away. 
“Leaders, you’ll rebuild the cup towers after each kid goes and make sure each team’s basket is full of ping-pong balls.”

“Every cup that gets knocked down is one point for your team. Leaders, can you keep track of your team’s totals too? We’ll play for 2 minutes.”

“Teams ready? (Pause and make sure both teams are ready.) I’ve got my timer set. Three, two, one, go!”
AUDIO: Upbeat music
Start the game and start your timer. As the kids play, hype the room.
HOST: (after 2 minutes) “Time! Leaders, what are your totals?”
Pause as the leaders share the totals.
“Amazing! Big cheer for both teams! Way to play, ‘Do It Again: Knockdown!’”
WORSHIP
HOST: “Right now, we’re here to meet with God and give Him our full attention. Before we sing, think of one true thing about who God is. Maybe He is faithful, kind, powerful, or close. Take a moment and just whisper that to God, tell Him you are thankful that He is with you, that He is King. Worship is not just loud music—it’s our whole heart focused on God. 
“If you’re able, stand with me. Let your voice be real, not perfect. Clap on the beat, move a little, and sing these words like you mean them. This first song reminds us that God is everything to us. Let’s give Him our best.”
VIDEO: “(Lyric Video)”
“Great job, everyone! Let’s go ahead and sit down and hear our true story from the Bible today!” 

VIDEO: Bible Story W2
AFTER BIBLE STORY
HOST: “Jesus gave us an example of how we can talk to God. It’s not a show, it’s a conversation with our Father, God. This week, pick one real moment to talk to God about something in your life. On the bus. Before a test. After practice. At dinner. God is listening.”
“As you go to Small Group, think about this question:
SLIDE: Conversation Starter
[Conversation Starter] “What do you pray about?”

The Conversation Starter is a question kids will think about now, and carry their thoughts with them to Small Group. The question is not answered here—it’s just to provoke thought.
“Think about this question now, and we’ll talk about prayer more in Small Group. What are those specific things that make prayer hard, and what helps? How can knowing that God wants to hear from you make a difference? 
“Let’s talk to the God who loves to hear from us before we go.”
PRAYER

HOST: “Father God, thank You that You hear us. We honor Your name. We want Your good Kingdom to come in our world. Please give us what we need today. Forgive us and help us forgive others. Lead us away from temptation and protect us from evil. Teach us to practice praying to You every day. We love You and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
After prayer, Host dismisses kids to Small Group. 

SMALL GROUP
The BLESSED lifestyle
Begin with prayer
Take a few minutes to pray with your small group
We want to encourage the kids to start with prayer. Lead them by praying for the group.  Ask if there are any prayer requests. To make them more comfortable you can start praying then ask if anyone would like to pray after you.  
You can also use the Bottom line or monthly theme as key prayer points. 
1. Take a Snapshot
Live for God | Application Activity
Made to Connect
What You Need: 
· 1 prepared jars filled with numbers 1-6 (each number appears 3 times in the jar)

· Paper

What You Do:
· Divide the group into pairs or small teams.

· Instruct one team to pick 3 numbers from the jar
· Read the prompt of each number they pick and ask them to write it down so they don’t forget it (each number is used for when, where and what prompts)

· For example, if the numbers 2, 5 ,3 were chosen, WHEN would be 2 (Before a Test), WHERE would be 5 (Outside), WHAT would be 3 (A tough decision)

· Ask them to form a sentence like: “I can pray in the [when], in the [where], about [what].” (But make it their own thing does not need to be exactly like the example template)
· So, for example, I can pray before a test, outside the classroom, about a tough decision I’m about to make.
· WHEN? 

1. In the morning
2. Before a test
3. When I’m sad
4. In the middle of the night
5. Before a game
6. When I’m happy

· WHERE? 

1. In my room
2. At school
3. In the car
4. At church
5. Outside
6. On a sports field

· WHAT? 

1. My family
2. My future
3. A tough decision
4. Forgiving someone
5. Being a good friend
6. My secret worries
· Ask the group: “Is that true? Can you really pray at that time, in that place, about that thing?” (The answer is always YES!)
· Discuss why. Continue with different teams drawing numbers.

What You Say:
“It doesn't matter what combination of cards you pulled—the answer is always yes. You can pray anytime, anywhere, about anything. There are no limits and no rules about when or where we can talk to God. The most important thing is just doing it. The only way to get better at something is to practice. Let’s make a game plan to [Bottom Line] practice praying to God this week.”
[Make It Personal] (In an age-appropriate way, share when and how you talk to God and about what.) 
2. Discussion Questions
Talk about God | Bible Story Review
Made to Connect
*Uses Minimal Supplies*
What You Need: 
· No supplies needed

What You Do:
· Why do you think Jesus wanted to give His friends an example of how to pray?

· What surprises you about the idea that God—the Creator of the universe—wants to talk with you?
· What do you think keeps you from praying, from talking to God?

· ‘The Lord’s Prayer’ includes asking for things like forgiveness and daily needs—it covers all sorts of topics. What’s something you could talk to God about this week?
· How could making prayer a regular thing you do—like Jesus did—help you grow closer to God?
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