252 Kids


 December 2026 • Week 2
Extra! Extra! Celebrate the Good News of Jesus’ Birth!


Large Group • Preteen

COLLIDE — December 14th, 2025 (Week 2)
Bible Story: Gabriel Visits Mary • Luke 1:5-66 

Conversation Starter: What are your plans this Christmas?
Bottom Line: God always had a plan to send Jesus.
Monthly Memory Verse: “Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord.” • Luke 2:11 NIrV 
LARGE GROUP
Optional Video: Countdown
Optional Video: Theme Loop
OPENER
HOST: “Hi, everyone! Welcome to Collide. This month, we’re discovering why we celebrate Christmas and how it’s not just about the presents or the decorations. It’s about celebrating Jesus, God’s greatest gift to us. 
“Extra! Extra! Read all about it! God loves you so much He sent Jesus to rescue you!

“And today, we have a special interactive game that’s going to help us think about plans. Can anyone tell me some of their plans this Christmas?
“Those sound great! We all make plans during Christmas, like decorating the tree or visiting family.
“I bet a lot of us have different ways of celebrating Christmas. Maybe you have some fun traditions that you do with your family—like going to look at Christmas lights, or watching your favorite Christmas movie together. However you celebrate Christmas, it’s always important to remember the reason why we celebrate—because Jesus is God’s Son, and He is the best gift of all!
“We’ve got another fun game to play today, and this one has to do with gifts. But I don’t think you’ve ever done anything like it before. I’m not sure ANYONE has. I call it … ‘Present Pants’!

“Let’s bring up two pairs of contestants. Who wants to play?

Choose four kids (two pairs) to come on stage. This game will work best if the kids already know their teammates. Try to pick older kids who will love being the center of attention.
(To contestants) “Okay! On each team, one of you will be the thrower, and one of you will get to hold these sacks.’
Show everyone the “sacks.” 

Show the kids to hold the sacks.

Have the two throwers stand behind the tape line next to the pile of boxes (Can be played in the Gym).

“Throwers—when the countdown starts, you’ll stand behind the line and try to toss these gifts into your teammate’s ‘present pants.’ Just remember to toss gently so you don’t hurt your teammate!

 “[Kids’ names], you can move around to try to catch the presents—but you can’t use your hands to catch them, only the sacks.’ The team with the most presents in their ‘sacks’ after 30 seconds wins!

“We’ll all be cheering you on. Ready, set, Present Pants!

Optional Video: Countdown (30-second version)
If you’re not using a screen countdown, set a timer on your phone for 30 seconds.

Comment on the action while the kids play the game. Retrieve the presents that no one catches and put them back in the pile so they can be thrown again. At the end of the game, congratulate the winning team.

“That was so fun! And I know it wasn’t easy. It might have even seemed impossible at first. But our contestants kept trying their best! Now let’s all stand up and get ready to sing and celebrate Jesus—the greatest gift of all!”
WORSHIP
HOST: It’s a special time of year, and we’re going to celebrate with some songs that remind us of the first Christmas when God gave us the greatest gift ever—Jesus! God loves us so much that He gave us Jesus! Are you ready to sing and celebrate together?

VIDEO: “(Lyric Video)”
“Great job, everyone! It’s so fun to celebrate what God did for us at Christmas! Let’s go ahead and sit down and hear our true story from the Bible today!” 
VIDEO: Bible Story W2
AFTER BIBLE STORY 
HOST: “Sometimes life surprises us with unexpected news, just like Mary was surprised when Gabriel told her about Jesus. When things feel confusing or difficult, it’s important to remember that God always keeps His promises.
“We can choose to trust God like Mary did. She didn’t have all the answers, but she trusted God. She knew He is good, so she trusted Him. And that’s something we can hold onto as well—the promise that God is good and He is always working for good, even when we can’t see it.

“In this Christmas season, as we celebrate Jesus, we’re reminded of God’s great love for us. Just as our Memory Verse for this month tells us, part of what the angel announced to the shepherds:
Open the Bible to Luke 2:11 (NIrV) and read.

“Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the Messiah, the Lord.”
“This verse isn’t just a part of history; it’s about God’s plan for us. A plan that is good and filled with love —a plan that brought Jesus into the world.

“God always had a plan to send Jesus, and that’s really what we’re celebrating. It’s not just about the festive lights or the gifts, but it’s about God’s faithful love that came to us through Jesus.

“As we look forward to our Christmas plans, let’s ask ourselves … 

SLIDE: Conversation Starter
[Conversation Starter] “What are your plans this Christmas?” 
“Are they full of love, joy, and the peace that comes from knowing Jesus? How can we show others the kind of love Jesus shows us? Chew on this question as we head to Small Group. We’ll talk more about it there.
“Let’s pray together and ask God to help us live out the truth of Christmas every day.”
SLIDE: Theme Background
PRAYER

HOST: “Lord, thank You for Your perfect plan that brought Jesus to us. Help us to trust You more and to share Your love with the people around us this Christmas. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
After prayer, Host dismisses kids to Small Group. 

SMALL GROUP
The BLESSED lifestyle
Begin with prayer
Take a few minutes to pray with your small group
We want to encourage the kids to start with prayer. Lead them by praying for the group.  Ask if there are any prayer requests. To make them more comfortable you can start praying then ask if anyone would like to pray after you.  
You can also use the Bottom line or monthly theme as key prayer points. 
1. Bible Story Extension
Talk about God | Bible Story Review
Made to Move
What You Need: 
· White Board

· “Emoji News Cards” Activity Page 

· Bible marked at Luke 1:5-66

· Glue Stick
What You Do:
· Before you begin, place the whiteboard on the floor of your small group area 
· Gather the kids in a circle in your group area.
· Give each kid (or two kids to one depending on the number of kids you have) one of the “Emoji News Cards” and a glue stick. 
· Explain how to play: 
· Show the kids the whiteboard
· Explain that you will read the Bible Story aloud in short sections. 
· When part of the Bible Story matches their card, that kid will add glue to the back of the paper and place it on the board. 
· Read through the Bible, pausing to make sure the appropriate card is put on the white board at the appropriate time. (The cards are numbered, so that should help keep things in order!)
· Continue until all the cards have been glued in story order.
· If you have more than 10 kids in your group, assign multiple kids to one of the “Emoji News Cards.” If you have fewer than 10 kids in your group, a kid can have more than one card from the “Emoji News Cards” Activity Page. Just make sure all of the “Emoji News Cards” are assigned. 
· [Make It Personal] (Share your plans that you have this Christmas with family and friends. Do you serve or give gifts to others to remind them of Jesus’ love for them?)
Story Matches 
1. 👴 👵 🙏 😔 
Luke 1:5-7
2. 🏛️ 👼 😲 🤐 
Luke 1:8-20
3. 🤰 🎉 🙌 📜 
Luke 1:23-25 (The last emoji represents the tablet Zechariah likely wrote on.)
4. 👩 👼 🌟 😲 
Luke 1:26-29
5. 💌 🙏 👑 ✝️ 
Luke 1:30-33
6. 💪 🌟 ✅ 🙌 
Luke 1:34-37
7. 🙋‍♀️ ❤️ 🙏 👍 
Luke 1:38
8. 👩 🤰 🤗 🎶 
Luke 1:39-45
9. 🎤 🎶 🙌 ❤️ 
Luke 1:46-55
10. 👶 🖊️ 📜 🗣️ 
Luke 1:57-66
Inclusive Pro Tips:

· Consider playing this game in pairs or groups of three if it works better for the kids in your group to play with a supportive friend. 
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2. Discussion Questions
Talk about God | Bible Story Review
Made to Connect
*Uses Minimal Supplies*
What You Need: 
· No supplies needed

What You Do:
· What are your plans this Christmas?
· Since God worked on His great rescue plan for years and years to pay for sin so He could be your close friend, how does that show He feels about you?
· Why is Jesus the best news we could share? 
· If you could tell one friend or family member the good news about Jesus, what would you want them to know first?

Inclusive Pro Tips:

· Be sensitive to kids who may need extra time to process their thoughts and respond. Be patient and create a safe space where everyone has a chance to share when they’re ready.
· Frequently check for understanding during discussion by asking questions like, “Can someone share in their own words what we’re talking about?” 
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