252 Kids


January 2026 • Week 1

Game Plan: Growing Stronger in Faith Every Day


Large Group • Preteen

COLLIDE — January 4th, 2026 (Week 1)
Bible Story: Jesus at the Temple • Luke 2:41-52
Conversion Starter: Who can you talk to about God?
Bottom Line: Practice talking about God.
Monthly Memory Verse: Training the body has some value. But being godly has value in every way. It promises help for the life you are now living and the life to come. • 1 Timothy 4:8 NIrV
LARGE GROUP
Optional Video: Countdown

Optional Video: Theme Loop
OPENER
HOST: “Happy New Year, everybody! Welcome back, we made it to 2026! I’m so pumped you’re here today, because this month we’re starting a brand-new theme called Game Plan: Growing Stronger in Faith Every Day.”
“Here’s the idea: just like athletes and teams need a game plan to train, grow, and win, we’ve got a game plan that helps us grow stronger every day in our faith. And we’re going to see what that looks like all month long!”
“This month, we’re going to look at four parts of a game plan to help you get to know God better—talking about God, praying to God, hearing from God, and living for God. Today we’re going to look at the first part of that game plan! Talking about God!
“Since we’re starting a brand-new year and a brand-new theme, we’ve got to kick things off with something BIG, a head-to-head challenge we’re calling the Team Obstacle Relay! Two teams. Two lanes. First team to finish wins bragging rights!”
SLIDE: “Team Obstacle Relay”
“Here’s how it works: I need eight volunteers to run this relay, four kids per team.

“If you want to run this course, raise your hand!

Choose eight volunteers from the kids who have their hands raised. Arrange the kids in two teams of four, one kid behind the other.

“Great! Everyone else, you’re the cheering squad. Your job is to get loud and cheer the players all the way through.”
“Here’s the path: weave through the cones then end with a beanbag toss into the bucket (it must go in). Then, you sprint back across the finish line, turn around, run back, and tag the next teammate. The first team with all runners back across the line, WINS!”
“Runners ready? Cheering squad, let me hear you! (Pause as the kids cheer.) On your mark … get set … GO!”
AUDIO: Upbeat music 
As the kids go through the course, hype the action, “Team 1 is flying through the cones! Team 2 has got this locked in! Big toss… nailed it!” When one team has won, cheer loudly, but let the other team finish the course.
HOST: “YES! Give it up for both teams, that was incredible!
HOST: “Just like in that relay, the more you try something, the more you know what to do. And today we’ll see how Jesus, even when He was your age, made time to talk about God. That’s our Bottom Line for today: [Bottom Line] Practice talking about God.” 
WORSHIP
HOST: “I’m so glad you’re here for the start of our new theme—Game Plan! We’re giving God the first moments of this new year. He’s the One who helps us, and we can look to Him always. Let’s stand together and kick this off with a song.

VIDEO: “(Lyric Video)”
“Great job, everyone! Let’s go ahead and sit down and hear our true story from the Bible today!” 

VIDEO: Bible Story W1
AFTER BIBLE STORY
HOST: “The way we can apply today’s true story from the Bible is simple. [Bottom Line] Practice talking about God. We watched 12-year-old Jesus in the temple. He showed up, listened, asked, and spoke about God. He didn’t wait until He was older. This week, picture one real moment in your life where you can do the same. As you think about a moment, ask yourself this:
SLIDE: Conversation Starter
[Conversation Starter] “Who can you talk to about God?
“Carry this question to Small Group. You can practice talking about God with someone you know who knows about Him. It might be awkward to talk about God at first, but it can help you get to know Him better! 

PRAYER

HOST: “Let’s take a moment and talk to God right now. Would you bow your head and close your eyes?

“God, thank You for Jesus. Thank You that even as a Kid, Jesus showed us how important it is to talk about You. Help us to practice this week. Help us to find the people in our lives who know You so we can learn more about You. We want to know You more. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”

After prayer, Host dismisses kids to Small Group. 

SMALL GROUP
The BLESSED lifestyle
Begin with prayer
Take a few minutes to pray with your small group
We want to encourage the kids to start with prayer. Lead them by praying for the group.  Ask if there are any prayer requests. To make them more comfortable you can start praying then ask if anyone would like to pray after you.  
You can also use the Bottom line or monthly theme as key prayer points. 
1. Make It Personal with Prayer
Pray to God | Prayer Activity
Made to Reflect
Made to Create
What You Need: 
· Paper
· Pens
· Coloring supplies
What You Do:
· Give each kid a piece of paper.

· Set out the pens and coloring supplies.

· Instruct the kids to draw a simple self-portrait on their paper. 
· It can be a stick figure or just their face.

· Around their portrait, ask them to write the names of a few people they could talk to about God this week (friends, family members, teammates, etc.).

· Next to each name, have them write or draw one thing they want to talk to that person about God. (e.g., next to “Grandma,” they could write “When you talk to Jesus, what do you say?”; next to “My friend, Sam,” they could write, “What do you like about God?”)

· Give the kids a few minutes to work.

· When the kids are done, ask if anyone wants to share one person they listed and what they plan to say or do.

What You Say:
“This is a great game plan for how you can [Bottom Line] practice talking about God this week. Let’s pray and ask God to give us the courage to follow through with our plans.”
“God, thank You for all the people in our lives who are getting to know You. Thank You that Jesus showed us it’s important to talk about You and learn about You. Please give us the confidence to talk about You to the people we wrote about today. Help us to see the right time and find the right words to say. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
Inclusive Pro-Tips
· Allow kids to work in pairs if they feel more comfortable brainstorming ideas together.
· For kids who struggle with writing or drawing, they can say their ideas aloud, and you can jot them down for them.
2. Discussion Questions
Talk about God | Bible Story Review
Made to Connect
What You Need: 
· No supplies needed

What You Do:
· Why do you think Jesus wanted to stay in the temple and talk with the teachers instead of going home right away?

· What do you think it means for you to “be in your Father’s house” or spend time with God today?

· Who are some people in your life who are getting to know Jesus whom you could talk to about Him?

· Jesus asked the teachers who knew God good questions to learn more about Him. What’s one question you’d like to ask about God or faith? 
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