
119 West 6th Street, Covington, KY 41011 • Phone: 859.291.2288 • FAX 859.291.2065 
www.mother-of-god.org • e-mail: motherofgod@mogcov.org

STAFF
Rev. Michael E. Comer, Pastor
Cell: 859.816.3198  Email: mcomer@mogcov.org
Deacon Brian Cox 
Cell: 859.663.1822  Email:bcox@mogcov.org
Mary Ann Kelly, Pastoral Assistant 
Email: mkelly@mogcov.org
Parish number: 859.291.2288
Ellen Habermehl, Secretary
Victor Canfield, Facilities Manager
Patricia Steinmetz, Business Office

Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday – 9:30 am-4:30 pm  
SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Sundays:
9:30 am –  Traditional Music
11:30 am –  Contemporary Ensemble 

Cindy Duesing, Director 
(ASL Interpreted) 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday – 12:05 pm

PARISH SCHOOL
Prince of Peace Catholic Montessori 
625 Pike Street, Covington, KY – 859.431.5153

SACRAMENTS

Anointing of the Sick:
Communion 

and otherhome visits:
Contact Parish Office 

Baptism of Infants:
Contact

Ellen Habermehl
(M, TU, F)

Reconciliation:
Tuesday at 11:00 am
Saturday at 11:00 am

in Church

Marriages:
Contact Ellen Habermehl

at least 9 to 12 months prior
to the desired wedding date.

Please call the Parish Office (859.291.2288) to Register, to inform us of changes in your contact information, 
to let us know how our parish can serve you, or to inquire about volunteering in the parish.

Mother of God Church

Sacraments of Initiation:
For Adults:  

Baptism, Confirmation,  
and First Communion:  
Contact Parish Office

For Children:  
Sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist, 

and Confirmation:
Contact Parish Office

August 3, 2025
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Mother of God Church 
Purpose Statement

We, the people of Mother of God Church, aspire to be 
instruments of the peace of Jesus Christ by:
• Worshipping God with joy and reverence
• Welcoming the stranger with love and 

compassion
• Serving those in need with humility and respect.

FROM THE PASTOR

Vanity of Vanities
 The Book of Ecclesiastes is one of my favorite Old Testament 
Books.  It contains some of the most beautiful poetry in the 
Bible.  The writings are those of a very wise man named 
Qoheleth.  It is called the Book of Ecclesiastes because it was 
used extensively by the early Church in its catechesis. (The 
Latin word for church is ecclesia).
 In the passage that we read from this Sunday, Qoheleth 
calls out, “Vanities of vanities.”  He is saying that everything 
that exists is ultimately nothing.  He has had wealth, success, 
popularity and power, and it has radically failed to satisfy 
his soul.  He is coming to the realization that without God, 
nothing has value. 
 He writes as one who has worked hard to gain what he has, 
but his possessions and wealth, at his death, will go to someone 
who has done nothing for them.  So, what is the point of 
working hard and struggling?  We all die and leave it all behind. 
 Qoheleth is hitting bottom.  He has sought to fill his heart 
with things that cannot fill it.  Some have said that we have a 
God shaped hole in our hearts, and only God can fill them.  
But we all, to varying extents, try to fill them with possessions, 
pleasure, position, and power.  The Four Big P’s.  Because they 
fail, we seek over and over to find that satisfaction, that sense 
of fulfillment, by trying over and over.  This is the beginning of 
every addiction, which is a desperate, frantic seeking to fill and 
to numb the emptiness within.
 Like Qoheleth, we must realize that only in God do we find 
the peace, the fulfillment, the happiness that we seek.

How Do I Join the Catholic Church?
 The Catholic Church provides a process known as the Order 
of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA, formerly known as 
RCIA) for those who over the age of nine to become Catholic.  
It is a process of catechesis (education in the Catholic faith, as 
well as certain rites and prayers to help them process.  
 There are three categories for those seeking entrance into 

the Church: 1) Catechumens – those who have never been 
baptized into any denomination, 2) Candidates – those 
baptized in another Christian denomination, but who now 
wish to become full members of the Catholic 
Church, and 3) Baptized, but Uncatechized Catholics – those 
baptized as children, but not raised in the Church.
 If you would like to join our classes, or want to learn more 
about them, call me at 859-816-3198.

The Dedication of the
Basilica of Saint Mary Major

 There are four major basilicas in Rome - Saint Peter, 
Saint John Lateran, Saint Paul Outside the Walls, and Saint 
Mary Major.  On Tuesday, August 4, the Church honors the 
Dedication of Saint Mary Major.  In 431 BC, the Council of 
Ephesus declared Mary to be the Mother of God.  At that 
point, this Basilica was built to commemorate this great 
event.  It is the oldest church in the world dedicated to Mary, 
and of the four basilicas is the most beautiful.  This was 
the church that Pope Francis always went to pray, when he 
returned to Rome from his travels.  He also had a tomb built 
in the Basilica where he is now buried.

The Transfiguration of the Lord
 As Jesus and The Twelve approached Jerusalem, He began 
speaking to them of His Passion and Death.  Their faith in 
Him was shaken.  At that point, He took Peter, James and 
John up onto Mount Tabor where He was Transfigured.  In a 
vision, they saw Him with Moses (the Lawgiver) and Elijah 
(the great prophet) symbolizing that the Old Testament 
(called the Law and the Prophets by the Jews) spoke of this 
reality.  At the same time, the voice of God from Heaven 
proclaimed, “This is my beloved Son.  Listen to Him.”
 Wednesday, August 6, is the Feast of the Transfiguration.

Saint Dominic
 A contemporary of Saint Francis of Assisi, Dominic was 
a brilliant scholar and preacher.  He founded a community 
of men (the Order of Preachers [OP]) to preach against the 
heresies of the day.  A second Dominican Order of Women 
was later founded, and a third order of laypeople.
 Friday, August 8, is the Feast of Saint Dominic.

Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross
 Edith Stein was a German Jewish philosopher, who 
converted to Catholicism, and became a Carmelite sister.  
She took the name Teresa Benedicta of the Cross.  As Nazi 
Germany was rising, she was considered a Jew by race, 
despite her conversion.  She and her sister were smuggled 
out of Germany to a convent in the Netherlands. Eventually, 
she was arrested and taken to Auschwitz, where she was 
murdered in a gas chamber.

August 3, 2025
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time



EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME AUGUST 3, 2025

PARISH NEWS

Today, Coffee and Donuts are available downstairs in the 
undercroft after both Masses.  

Reminder:  Next Sunday, Aug. 10, due to the parish picnic, 
coffee and donuts will Not be available after the Masses.

Today – Sunday, August 3, 10:30-11:30 am
Fair Trade Equal Exchange Coffee, Tea, and  Chocolate 
Products will be available for sale downstairs in the 
undercroft 

Reminder:  Next Sunday, Aug. 10
”Go to the poor: you will find God.”  St. Vincent de Paul

MOG St. Vincent de Paul Quarterly Collection
 We hear many stories from our neighbors that we visit.   
For the most, their incomes have not kept pace with the 
rising costs of most everything.  We use your donations to 
help keep them housed, fed and clothed and partner with 
other agencies that may have grants to help pay for more 
dramatic needs.  
 For the items – clothes, household items and furniture 
– that you donate to the St. Vincent de Paul stores, we 
provide vouchers.  Some of those items are also sold to the 
general public and those funds are used for beds, fans, air 
conditioners and short stays in hotels while waiting for 
housing.   
 MOG Vincentians will be accepting monetary 
donations   next Sunday at each church entrance.     SVDP 
envelopes are in the pews and boxes at church entrances.  
Any checks should be made to MOG SVDP.   
 We are very grateful for your generosity and prayers that 
make this ministry possible. We remember you in our prayers.

Welcome to New Parishioners!
Evan Otte     Nolan Merten     Louis Broghamer

Berlin Swaisgood     Chris Santiago
Michael and Rae Maier     Michael and Laurie Dorning

Emilio and Nancy Marcos

Congratulations on his recent Baptism to the Family of
William David Pappalardo II

He is the son of
William and Katherine (Ginn) Pappalardo

Please join us for Eucharistic Adoration on Tuesdays, 
11:00-11:45 am.  The Sacrament of  Reconciliation is also 
available at this time.

Daily Mass readings are available for you at
https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading

OCIA Begins Tuesday, Sept. 2!
 Do you know someone who is interested in joining the 
Catholic Church, or just wants to learn more about it? Spread 
the word! Our OCIA sessions will begin on Tuesday, Sept. 
2, and they will run every Tuesday from 6:30-8:00 pm. 
 Anyone who is interested in learning more about these 
sessions is encouraged to call Fr. Comer at 859-816-3198 for 
more information.

Please Notice!   
     The 1863 Johann Schmitt restored painting of the 
Sorrowful Mother, which was dedicated in church on 
Sunday, May 18, is now mounted in the organ gallery on 
the right side of the pipe organ.  This is its new longterm 
home. 
     The German translation to English near the top of the 
painting is Queen of the Virgins.  

Prizes, Prizes, Prizes!!!     
 Hey, Everybody! This year, everybody who enters the 
Photo Contest is a Winner!!! We’ve been working extra hard 
this year collecting the prizes for our Photo Contest. How 
hard?  How about $1,600 worth of prizes so far – an all-
time high!
 We have lots of prizes, including several from -
• Silverlake Family Fun Place (value over $350) 
• $100 Cash from Performance Lexus of NKY 
• 3 - $100 certificates from Braxton Brewing 
• Skyline Chili gift cards 
• Riverfront Pizza gift cards 
• 2 - $100 gift certificates from Anchor Grill 
• Family Admission to the Cincinnati Zoo 
• 6 Bottles of wine from Milford Market
• 4 - $20 gift cards from Coba’s Grill 
• A nice very gift package from The Christian Store, and 

more prizes on the way!!!
 So, get to work on your Contest entries today.   Grab 
your phone or your camera and head to a park, shoot some 
flowers and sunsets. Look through your vacation photos 
too. Heck, take photos of the kids and grandkids – those are 
always popular. Then head to Walgreens and get a few 4x6, 
5x7, 8x10, 11x14 photos printed up, mount them to a stiff 
piece of 11x14 board, fill out the entry form, and you are 
good to go!!!

Do all that and you will be a Winner too!!!
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Al-Anon has their Wednesday Noon Meetings at Mother 
of God Church.  Enter through the courtyard and go down 
the steps to the undercroft of the church.  Al-Anon has but 
one purpose: to help families and friends of alcoholics and 
addicted ones. Please come for you are welcome.   

Did you know?...              
 We have a Parish Vocations Crucifix here in our parish. 
If you would like to incorporate Intentional Prayer for all 
Vocations into your prayer life, contact Mary Ann Kelly at 
mkelly@mogcov.org  to take the crucifix and prayers home 
with you for a week or just a few days. 

"Wherever we go from here Lord,
let us be strong in faith and poor in spirit.

Make us your disciples With One Heart. Amen.”
Bishop John C. Iffert

Notice: If you are giving online or through a bank draft to 
our church and are still receiving budget envelopes, please 
let us know if you wish to cancel receiving budget envelopes.          

Sunday Collection July 27, 2025

Church Collection $    7,083.00

Mailed In $    3,385.00

Online Giving $    1,580.62

Total Collection $  12,048.62

Mother of God Memorial Trust Fund
 In your kindness, please consider making bequests or 
financial donations to the Mother of God Memorial Trust 
Fund. These funds are used only for the preservation of the 
Church.  

Scan this QR Code 
to view a video about the 

Mother of God Church building!

DIOCESAN NEWS

Immigration: The Catholic Perspective, Part 2
 Monday, Aug. 18, 6:30 pm, Diocesan Curia
 The Diocese of Covington and the Intercommunity Sisters 
Peace & Justice Committee invite you to join them for Part-
Two of Immigration: The Catholic Perspective on Monday, 
Aug. 18, at 6:30 pm at the Diocesan Curia.  
 This presentation will include a deeper dive into Catholic 
Social Teaching related to immigration, followed by a 
presentation by an immigration lawyer on the various 
pathways for entering the US and why it is now so difficult 
for migrants to enter the US through any of those pathways.  
 We will also have time for conversations in small groups 
and will provide additional action steps that can be taken to 
make a difference in the lives of all those seeking a safe home 
in this country. 

We look forward to seeing you!

St. Mary of The Assumption Parish Festival 
Alexandria, KY, Friday & Saturday, Aug. 8 & 9 

• Friday, Aug. 8, 6:00-11:00 pm.
• Saturday, Aug. 9 – Mass begins at 4:00 pm., followed by 

the Festival from 5:00-11:00 pm.  
Chicken dinners will be served on Saturday, beginning at 
3:30 p.m. Carryouts will be available.

$3,600 Grand Raffle, live entertainment, Bourbon Booth                                                                                                  
Games and bounce houses will keep the kids busy!

40 Days for Life Informational Meeting
Saturday, Aug. 16, 11:00 am-12:30 pm

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Burlington. 
 The Pro-Life Office invites those who are interested 
in learning more or new ideas about the 40 Days for Life 
Campaign to an informational meeting on Saturday,                       
Aug. 16, 11:00 am-12:30 pm at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Parish in Burlington. This meeting is open to those who are 
new to the Campaign, veterans to the Campaign, individuals, 
and parish representatives.  
 Light breakfast will be provided.  RSVP is preferred.  To 
RSVP, please email Mary Clark at cincy40days@fuse.net.   
We look forward to seeing you!  

The Year of Jubilee 2025 Theme 
Pilgrims of Hope
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 God, Who’s Spirit of Wisdom teaches us Your ways, 
 Look upon our young people and bless them with Your 
delight in discovery, Your perseverance in trial and 
humility in success.
 Send them friends and mentors who can share Your 
Wisdom.  And inspire them to grow into the beloved 
individuals You know them to be.

Through Christ, our Lord. Amen

Messages of Condolence
 We offer our sincere sympathy to his wife, Kathy, and to 
the Family and Friends of Deacon Steve Durkee.  You will be 
held in our prayers.  May Deacon Steve rest in peace.

 We offer our sympathy and condolences to David and 
Melanie Braukman and Family on the passing of their 
granddaughter, Amya Haas.  You will be held in our prayers.  
May Amya rest in peace.  

 We extend our deepest sympathy to  the Noll Family and 
the Friends of  Robert B. Noll, Jr.  You will be held in our 
prayers.  May Robert rest in peace. 

Mass Intentions
Aug. 3 9:30 am Parishioners and Benefactors
 11:30 am Mary Silva
Aug. 4 12:05 pm Theresa Hicks
Aug. 5 12:05 pm Sue  Helbling
Aug. 6  No Mass 
Aug. 7 12:05 pm Bill Hambly
Aug. 8 12:05 pm Brian Steinmetz
Aug. 9 12:05 pm Donald Cummings
Aug. 10 9:30 am Parishioners and Benefactors
 11:30 am Goodhew Family 

To help you prepare for next Sunday’s Mass – 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Wisdom 18:6-9    Psalm 33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-22
Responsorial Psalm: 
 Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.

Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19    Or    Hebrews11:1-2, 8-12
Luke 12:32-48

Remember in Prayer
Hannah Donoghue  Lois Knochelmann  Chris Haddix  Frank Sutthoff  David Verkamp  Kenneth Schuler   
Nancy Correll  Debbie Prior  Lauri Boggs  Joe Legner  Faye Gosney  Rita & Ron Hopper  Kathleen Stevens Cox  
Freda Legner  Jan Stahlheber  Joan Miley  Rob Feldman  Gerri Losey  Pat Landrum  Bruce Hummel  D.B. 
Amy Stiens  Mary Estelle Roesel  Amy Bates  Joan and Kelse Murphy  Eileen Concannon  Greg Scanlon   
Keith Bosshart  Frank Hlebak  Joy Rolfsen  Greg  Mary Beth Ryan  Charles Kania  Justin Reeves   
Mary Ann Grimm  Jack Hicks  Ben Wolff  Mickey Penman  Marine Sgt. Edward M. Burke  G.S.  Ruthie   
Greg Dahlenberg Jennifer T.  Anna F.  Hannah Harris  Renee Seward  Meg Anne O’Brien  The Barrett Family  
Debbie Klein  Plymesser Family  Mary Lou Wilson  Katie Tignor  Oliver Derrick  Meg H.  Steve Oberjohn  NR   
John Kalker  Charlotte McDermott  Mary Kohorst  Anne Halpin  Mary Kelley  Jerry Turner  Cliff Wagner  Cindy Losey   
John Phillip Pugh  Connie Braedon  Teresa Bowman  Linda Plymesser  Jenny Vellon  Jim Skridulis  Beverly Henn  
Susan Byrley  Jean Byrley  Bill Hambley  Kathy Thamann  Ben and Natalie Thamann  Suzy Sneary  David Wise  
Nikki  Jamie  Evie Sullivan  Joyce Hamberg  Staci Earls  Peggy Bess Kratz  Linda Wesley  Jessica  Damien Herold  
Melissa  Karen Jansen  Dorothy Willett  Zadah Edmonds  Bertha Neltner  Karn Fields  Caroline Olberding  
Rick Bronner  Susan  Tom Schneider  Caroline Raymond  Jill Bland  Kennedy  Janet Hatter  Olivia Hollihan   
Mary Beth Lynch  Theresa Lynch  Stephen Dery  Trudy  K. T.  Karen  Beth Moore  Fred B.  John K  Gabi Lupino  
Jeanne Bitter  Tabitha Frye Family

To add or remove a name on this list, please contact the parish office.



Electric
Plumbing

(859) 261-1100
KWMechanical.com

Heating &
Air Conditioning
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Our bulletin is printed at  
no cost to the parish.

Our advertisers cover all expenses.

We thank them and encourage you 
to support their businesses.

FREE DELIVERY
716 Madison Ave., Covington

859-431-2857

Est. 1968
Sons/Daughters

Call 859-261-9608
Ask about special offers just for our neighbors

Need New Flooring For
Your Home or Business?

We’ll Help You Pick It Out 
& We’ll Expertly Install It 

EARL FRANKS

513-922-1313

Michael M. Sketch
Attorney at Law

859-394-6200
40 W. Pike Street, Covington

www.aswdlaw.com

Connley Brothers
Funeral Home
Latonia, Kentucky

431-2241“Since 1939”
www.conelybrothersfuneralhome.com

RON KIRN – OWNER
21 E. 4TH ST.
COVINGTON

AUTO REPAIR & SALES INC.
EXPERT PAINT & BODY REPAIR
FRAME SERVICE – SINCE 1980
GUARANTEED COLOR MATCH

859.431.0218

&

is just one thing we build well

1 bedroom apartments 
immediately available  

in our Lodge Senior 
Living Apartments

859-331-3224
www.stcharlescommunity.org

= FAST.TAX.
 REFUNDS!

FLASHTAX@GMAIL.COM
1424 SCOTT ST., COVINGTON, KY 

859.261.1040

www.stelizabeth.com

BLANK’S
PHARMACY

272 Pike Street
Covington

261-1313
DELIVERY SERVICE

Monday-Friday: 8 am-6 pm
No appointment necessary.

Mike and Sandy Smith
859-431-5728

5th & Main St., Covington
smithmuffler.com

1924-2024 ®

®

celebrating

celebrating

YEARS

Victory Battery
All Types of Batteries

1502 Russell St.
Covington

581-0343

Happiness is a Clean Home
Your Time is Valuable, 

Ours is Affordable
DEB-LIN CLEANING SERVICE

Insured & Bonded

Debbie Schnuderl
859-760-6408

May you be blessed by the Lord who made 
Heaven and Earth! – Psalm 115:15

MOORE’S
CARPET SPECIALISTS
STEAM CLEANING • UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
GARY MOORE 384-4700

3rd & Philadelphia, Covington
Mon-Sat 11a-Midnight

Sun 11a-10p
For fast carry-out or delivery, 

call 261-4800
Pizza & Hoagie kits available

TO ADVERTISE HERE,
CALL DEE PRINTING AT 
1-800-292-9020

The Covington location
opens Sundays

at noon!
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ARC ELECTRIC
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.
24 Hour Emergency Service

Service all makes and models
Since 1953

#MO2125–CE17369

859-441-7161
Install Confidence

THE IMBUS
ROOFING CO., INC.

5 Charlin Dr., Wilder
859-781-2260

Imbus

THE MOTHER 
OF GOD

CEMETERY 
AND 

CHAPEL 
COLUMBARIUM
Interest-free Payment
Sales & Information

MotherofGodCemetery.com

431-0614

Covington, KY

Middendorf
FUNERAL HOME

A Tradition of Service 
with Care & Compassion since the 1860s

3312 Madison Pike, Ft. Wright, KY 41017
859-341-7800

or visit www.middendorf-funeralhome.com
David E. Middendorf • Noah D. Middendorf

Not affiliated with any other funeral home

Compliments of 

LIBBY’S 
SOUTHERN COMFORT

#M00135
261-8269

BUSALD FUNK ZEVELY
E. Andre “Andy” Busald, of Council

226 Main Street, Florence
859-371-3600

Now in Business 53 Years Representing the Injured, 
Disenfranchised, Downtrodden & Defenseless

“The Voice of the Victim”  andybusald@bfzlaw.com

859-491-6659
Two Floors of 

Private Event SpaceTuesday & Sunday Steak Nights

A Great Place for Steak & SeafoodA Great Place for Steak & Seafoodblinkerstavern.com
Winner of Best Steak Winner of Best Steak 

Award 9 Years!Award 9 Years!

318 Greenup St.
Covington, KY
(859) 360-0840

Ronald B. Jones
Funeral Home
Cheryl Jones Darpel

Jessica Nienaber • Josh Parton
859-431-0072

Compliments of

at the


