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2021
As we behold Him;  we become more l ike Him

Welcome to the 2021  Annual  General
Meeting,  

Thank you for  jo ining with us to ensure this
wonderful  place of  worship is  wel l

maintained.  



As Celebration Church we pursue the
presence of  God by beholding Jesus and

become empowered worshippers by knowing
the Gospel  deeply .  In  the midst  of  this

world,  we pursue God's  dream -  a glor ious
church.  We are al l  VALUABLE members of

this  dream of  God,  and look forward to
growing together in Christ  as a family .



S
T

A
F

F
 C

H
A

N
G

E
S




Since 2015 ,  Fred has  served Celebrat ion with
such honour  and intent ional i ty  as  our  Lead
Pastor .  In  July ,  2020,  fo l lowing the cal l  of
the Lord ,  Fred handed in  his  res ignat ion
notice  to  our  board of  e lders ,  unsure  of  what
was next .  Soon thereafter ,  Fred received an
offer  to  jo in  Leading Inf luence as  a  Chaplain
to our  e lected of f ic ia ls  here  in
Saskatchewan.  For  those who know Fred
wel l ,  i t  was  obvious  that  this  was  the hand of
the Lord leading him forward,  so  through
much conversat ion ,  joy ,  and tears  Fred
ended his  t ime as  Celebrat ion ’s  Lead Pastor
in  Apr i l ,  2021 .  As  he a lways  has  been,  Fred
continues  to  be an integral  part  of  our
leadership team,  e lected as  a  board member
at  Celebrat ion soon thereafter .  P lease
continue to  pray  for  Fred as  he supports  and
pastors  our  e lected of f ic ia ls  here  in
Saskatchewan.

November ,  2020 was a  busy  month for
Maxine !  Whi le  on a  sabbat ical  f rom her
pastoral  ro le  at  Celebrat ion ,  Maxine had
the opportunity  to  marry  her  love Kolton
Diacon,  a  marr iage that  pastor  Fred Hi l l
had the pr iv i lege of  of f ic iat ing !  Dur ing this
t ime Maxine cont inued to  work on her
studies  f rom Mount  Royal  Univers i ty  in
ant ic ipat ion of  returning to  Celebrat ion in
December  2020.  As  Maxine was gett ing
closer  to  her  return to  work date ,  she
entered into a  conversat ion with Fred
about  the considerable  shi f ts  that  had
taken place to  her  ro le  due to  the
demands of  the Covid-19  pandemic .  

That ,  coupled with the changes  in  her  personal  l i fe ,  caused Maxine and Fred
to consider  together ,  whether  a  return to  work was best  for  both part ies  at
the t ime.  As  they prayed and considered together ,  a  mutual  decis ion was
made to  end Maxine 's  employment with Celebrat ion.  
We have been so  honoured to  have Maxine as  an integral  part  of  our  team 
for  several  years ,  and cont inue to  pray  favour  and bless ing over  her  and her
family .  Maxine and Kolton have s ince moved to  Moose Jaw,  SK,  have a
beaut i ful  baby on the way ,  and cont inue to  be f r iends of  this  church going
forward.

Maxine Diacon (Leibel)

Fred Hi l l
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Daniel  served for  3  years  as
Youth pastor  at  Celebrat ion
Church,  and res igned in  Apr i l ,
2021 .  He showed a  love for  the
kingdom of  God and served our
chi ldren and youth with a  deep
commitment  to  Jesus .  
Daniel  and J i l l  celebrated their
one year  wedding anniversary ,
and welcomed their  daughter
Lucy !  We are  thankful  for  the
t ime he served our
congregat ion.  For  this  coming
season we wish him and his
family  God’s  r ichest  bless ings ,
and grace in  a l l  they  do.

We are  real ly  excited to  announce
that  we were able  to  of fer  Tara  a
posit ion combining Maxine and
Daniel ’ s  responsibi l i t ies  in  one
role .  She br ings  a  beaut i ful
pastoral  heart  and a  deep love for
the people  of  Celebrat ion Church.
Her  heart  to  see the youth have
deep encounters  with God is
ev ident  in  the way she prays  for
them and leads  with a  k ingdom
perspect ive .  She a lso  makes  sure
that  our  serv ices  run smoothly ,
connect ing with the volunteers ,
and organiz ing things  in  the
background.  Both our  youth and
admin work is  in  good hands with
this  power  woman!

D a n i e l  N i e b l a s

T a r a  L i t t l e  



FIELD PARTNERS

Fred Hi l l  is  our  newest f ie ld partner!   He is
serving our members of  Parl iament in a
chaplain role ,  and was recently  recognized
and welcomed in the recent throne speech
the Chaplain of  the Sask legis lat ive,  a
huge victory for  Fred.  I f  you want to fol low
Fred on social  media they have an
init iat ive that onl ine and social  media
prayer prompts.  During the federal
elect ion they have been posting a short
video prayer each Monday,  a graphic
prayer on Wednesdays,  and written
prayers on Thursdays and Saturdays.  Fred
notes that he was so encouraged to see
how many people were using these
prompts to help them pray and to see how
often these prayer prompts were being
shared!

FRED HILL 
LEADING INFLUENCE

With the arr ival  of  our  son Bodhi  in  the
spring and the return to in-person ministry ,
this  was one of  the busiest  semester  starts

we've ever  experienced as a family .  Much of
our t ime has been spent connecting with

students and gathering them into
discipleship groups.  Through this ,  we've seen

four students come to faith.  Praise God!  



As a student- led ministry ,  we're continuing to
focus and invest  in key student leaders

across our nine campuses in the Kansas City
metro,  with hopes to expand our impact to

the remaining 20+ col leges and universit ies
in our scope in the future.




We're grateful  for  you,  our  Celebration
family ,  and your partnership.  We hope to be
home in the spring to share more in person!




JOSH AND ASHLEY JOHNS
CRU & CAMPUS CRUSADE FOR CHRIST

Fred & Helene and some of the Leading Influence team 



FIELD PARTNERS

This  year Nick and Clara are making
a change.  In August they f inished
their  t ime with YWAM and have
moved to Denmark.  Nick is  doing a
Masters in Theology at  Regent
Col lege on UBC campus and Clara is
in a Humanit ies degree program in
Copenhagen.  
We wil l  continue support ing them
through December,  2021  to help with
their  transit ion,  and we wish them
all  the best  in their  future
endeavours.  We know God has big
plans for  their  l ives!

NICK AND CLARA KELM

With Covid restr ict ions relaxing,
Victor  has been able to start

minister ing in the jai ls  and feeding
the chi ldren again.  After  schools
closed in Apri l  they ran a VBS in

August and had 58 chi ldren attend.
The Lord has preserved the health of

al l  87 of  the chi ldren in their  care
and al l  of  the staff  as wel l .  

In  Dec or  Jan this  year ,  Victor  and
his  team are excited to be opening

"Life Cl inic"  and "The Life  Medical
and General  Stores" .  Having

medicine,  suppl ies and doctors
closer  to them is  a God send.  They

ask us to join in prayer with them, to
see these bui ldings open with God's

grace.  

VICTOR AND SABITA RAO
VIJAYAWADA, INDIA

Victor and Sabita and some of the 
guards at their prison ministry 



SPONSORED
MINISTRIES

River
House of
Prayer 



HOW WE DO
CHURCH
DURING
COVID-19 

Echo Lake Bible Camp,  Youth
'Leaders In Training' ,  Kids Day Camp.

Hosted a VBS at  the church in
August .

Wednesday and Sunday Encounter
services continue.   

Kingdom kids ministry re-open with
an inf lux of  10-15  adorable l i tt le  faces
keeping our volunteers busy!  

As we have navigated the Covid-19
pandemic,  we would l ike to thank
everyone for  facing this  issue head on
with us,  and for  being f lexible and so
incredibly faithful !  We were able to
ful ly  open the church again in July ,  2021
when the restr ict ions were l i f ted for
that br ief  t ime.  With the exception of
mandatory masking,  we have been able
to remain open as a church.  As Covid-19
changes,  we learn to adapt and worship
together no matter  what!

Youth Ministry is  meeting again in
person on Fr iday nights with 30-35
energetic  teens,  excited to hang out
and worship the Lord together .  

Young adults  ministry meets on
Monday evenings recently  they
attended to a prayer retreat at  Esten
Col lege -  they lead a few worship
sessions in a col lect ive 40 hour prayer
and worship event.  

"Foundations of  our  Faith"
(Catechism) class during our
Wednesday Encounter  services.  

Thursday evenings 30-40 people get
together for  an Alpha course.  

Men's  ministry started meeting in
person again,  and are now attending
the Thursday night Alpha Course

Women's  ministry is  meeting onl ine
once a month over  zoom, to connect
and encourage each other .  

Ask for  Rain event,  Nov 26 & 27.  We
wil l  be l ive streaming Matt  created
our very f i rst  hybrid in-person & onl ine
worship and prayer for  24 hours via
facebook,  from different churches
over Regina.

Pastor Nico leading us through a 
communion liturgy.

A Sunday morning Encounter Service 



LARRY FISHER
1959-2021

This  year we lost  a fr iend and a brother in
christ ,  we lovingly remember and honour Larry

Fisher .  He was a dedicated part  of  our
celebration family  he served on the board of
directors and was a member of  the prophetic

team. He wi l l  be missed.

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be
with me that you also may be where I am.               

                                                                          John 14:3 



MEETING AGENDA

Shawn Lamb

1 .  CALL TO ORDER

Nico Deschner

2. OPENING PRAYER

Shawn Lamb

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Shawn Lamb

4. APPROVAL OF 2021
BUDGET MEETING MINUTES

Nico Deschner

5. PASTOR'S REPORT 

Shawn Lamb

6. BOARD'S REPORT

Brian Schmidt

7. FINANCE COMMITTEE
REPORT

Approve appointment of  Auditor
Brian Schmidt 

8. AUDIT OVERVIEW

Shawn Lamb

9. MOTION TO ADJOURN

Matt Adams

++VIA EXPLORATION++







1 JOHN 4:111 JOHN 4:11

Shoes at the Cross in response to the news of the 
unmarked grave findings at residential schools. 







1 TIMOTHY 2:1

Pastor Matt guiding us in prayer for the election
during an Encounter service 





1 CHRONICLES 16:291 CHRONICLES 16:29

Live Stream of one of our worship teams 
during a Sunday Encounter service 

Getting to know the new Interim Lead Pastor and his 
wife (Nadira) during an Wednesday night Encounter service 





Kids worshiping at our August Vacation 
Bible School (In The Garden) 

































Over the spring and summer months of 2021 we were introduced and became familiar with
some of the people and practices of Via Apostolica, with a series of opportunities for our
congregation to grow more familiar with Via. Following this season of introduction, we
believe it is important to give further clarity on the beliefs and practices of Via Apostolica as
we consider whether denominational alignment is possible and beneficial given the present
reality of Celebration and the hopeful future of our church. In September 2021 our board
gathered to begin a Clarity Discernment Process, attempting to identify all of the questions
and areas that have yet to be clarified about Via. Once the list was compiled - and
understanding that it would serve as a living document throughout the coming months -
the questions that arose were categorized and assigned one of three colours:

EXPLORING VIA APOSTOLICA

In February 2021 we welcomed Pastor Nico Deschner as our Interim Lead Pastor at
Celebration. With Pastor Nico being an Anglican Priest with Via Apostolica, his appointment
brought with it a discernment process for our congregation as we discern first a potential
long-term covering and partnership with Via Apostolica, and secondly the permanency of
his role at Celebration. 

PURSUING CLARITY

Green - Clear

Yellow - Needs Further Clarity

Red - Unclear

As a board and staff, our commitment to our congregation is to work towards tremendous
clarity for each of these pending questions. Once the answers become clear and concise,
our commitment is that we will communicate those GREEN areas of clarity to the
congregation, sharing both the final result, and giving room for feedback and additional
insights.

Over the coming months, several congregational meetings will take place as we move
closer towards making a final decision on Via Apostolica. Please continue to be engaged
and consider this opportunity prayerfully alongside us. 

As a congregation, this Clarity Process Chart is available on our website, and we encourage
you to view it as it will be updated frequently. Additionally, if you have things you would like
to add, you can do so by reaching out to Pastor Matt at matt@redroof.tv or by using the
online form at www.redroof.tv/exploring-via-apostolica

 

OVERVIEW



What do the following terms
mean and how would they be
applied in Celebration: priest,
elder, clergy, bishop? 

LOCAL LEADERSHIP

To work towards tremendous clarity on
each of the following topics – first
among the board & staff, then
amongst the congregation – in order to
help the members of Celebration make
a clear, informed decision about an
affiliation and denominational
covering with Via Apostolica.

GOAL

What are VIA’s governance
structure, constitution & bylaws?

THEOLOGY

What authority does the local
church board have?

How are church employees hired
within Via? In addition, how are
they evaluated, and is this
different from our current process
at Celebration?

If Celebration became a VIA
congregation, what would be the
transition plan for our current
board, staff, and members?

What authority would members
of a local VIA church have, and
how does it compare with our
current model? 

How are important decisions
made in a VIA church?

How are local priests hired,
evaluated, and/or terminated?

What is VIA / ACNA’s position on
women in church leadership?

What is VIA / ACNA’s theological
understanding and practices of
the sacraments and sacramental
acts?

Are there any social or political
stances that VIA/ACNA take that
would differ from Celebration's
current belief system?

As a VIA church, does the local
church retain the right to define
their own beliefs or must they
defer to the governing body? 

Under VIA / ACNA, what are
potential immovable beliefs that – 
if found to be in conflict with
Celebration – could prohibit us from
joining or remaining within Via?

What is VIA / ACNA’s beliefs
around biblical interpretation 

What is the role of liturgy in a
church service?

What is VIA / ACNA’s
understanding of the priesthood
of all believers (1 Peter 2:4-5)?

How do we balance what we have
read in "Pagan Christianity", what
we have experienced with "We Are
Church", and what we have seen
and are considering with Via /
ACNA?

What will be our working definitions
of the words evangelical, historical,
and charismatic?
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PRACTICES

Under VIA / ACNA, what are the
immovable practices that – if found
to be in conflict with Celebration –
could result in a loss of fellowship?

OPERATIONAL

If replacing the lead pastor / priest
was needed, what would the hiring
process look like for Celebration as a
VIA church?

What else would change in our
services that hasn’t already been
demonstrated?

What does a full VIA service look
like?
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Would a VIA service include relics or
symbols? If so, what would this look
like?

Are there any additional
requirements to working with non-
VIA / ACNA organizations?

Would Celebration be required to
use Anglican liturgy in our services
as prescribed in the Book of
Common Prayer? 

Will Celebration’s priest and staff be
required to wear vestments? If so, in
what context and to what degree?

Would there be any restrictions to
Celebration’s unique expression? 

Are we required to call our priest
‘Father’?

What are the consistent practices of
a VIA church?

As Celebration, are there things that
we are going to have to stop doing?

Considering that most churches tend to
express themselves through one of the
three streams, what does it look like to
embrace all three streams? Are we
diluting ourselves by pursuing all three? 

Who can preside over communion?
Who can serve communion? 

If Celebration became a VIA church,
do members need to renew or adjust
their current membership? If so, what
would that potentially look like?

If Celebration became a VIA church
would we need to change or modify
our name?

Would Celebration becoming a VIA
church affect our relationship with our
field partners? 

Given the history of the Anglican
Church with the residential schools,
could Celebration potentially end up
with a future financial liability?

Given the history of the Anglican
Church with the residential schools,
could there be a potential required
response from Celebration in the
future if we were a VIA congregation? 

Once this clarity process is complete,
what will we be voting on?

Once this clarity process is complete,
who will be able to vote?

What are the methods for non-
members to have their voice heard
during this process?

How does a congregation leave Via if
they choose to?
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DENOMINATIONAL COVERING

What is the organizational chart of
Via / ACNA?

FINANCES

What are VIA / ACNA’s current policies
that are in place to help them be
financially transparent and
accountable?

What would be Celebration’s financial
commitment to VIA / ACNA?

What is the ordination process for
Via / ACNA?

What is an apostolic covering?

How are bishops selected?

What are holy orders?

If we were to vote to come under VIA
/ ACNA, what would that transition
process look like thereafter?

How are VIA churches unique from
each other, from other ACNA
churches, and from the wider
Anglican body? 

What is the value of joining an
overseeing organization or
denomination?

Does the local body get to
participate in the decision making
of VIA / ACNA on a wider scale? 
If so, what does this look like?

What is the vision of VIA / ACNA?

Why do certain VIA / ACNA leaders
wear vestments or collars?

Who would own Celebration’s
building & assets?

For a more detailed version of this document,
alongside additional videos and information, visit
www.redroof.tv/exploring-via-apostolica 

IN THIS PROCESS, WE
COMMIT TO SEEKING
THE LORD DAILY FOR
WISDOM, TO EXPLORE
VIA APOSTOLICA
DEEPLY AND  WITH
INTENTIONALLY, TO
COMMUNICATE WITH
CONSISTENCY AND
TRANSPARENCY, AND
TO HELP FACILITATE
UNDERSTANDING FOR
OUR CONGREGATION
SO WE CAN MAKE A
CLEAR, INFORMED
DECISION ON VIA
APOSTOLICA

Shawn Lamb - shawn@redroof.tv

Nico Deschner - nico@redroof.tv

Matt Adams - matt@redroof.tv W
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