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To the faithful of Grace Church: A Global Methodist Community, my co-laborers in the 
work of advancing the Gospel of Jesus Christ for the life of the world—from whom is the 

source of all our hope, promise, joy, and security. The grace and peace of the Lord our 
God be with you.  

 

Last month we focused on the importance of “who is the source” for all evangelism (not edu-
cation, age, or some other specialized option) that is the Holy Spirit. For Wesleyans all Chris-
tians are called to evangelism. The Christian sets him/her-self up to be the best possible vessel 
to be used by God for these opportunities through study and prayer. Internalizing the Holy 
Scriptures and cultivating an intimate relationship to God. This relationship creates a new way 
of being. Our faith becomes interwoven and indistinguishable from who we are in everyday 
activity. Think about it this way: 

A quiet teacher who prays for her students daily. 
A father who models patience and forgiveness at home. 
A nurse who serves with compassion even on her hardest days. 

None of these people stand on a soapbox, but their lives preach a powerful sermon. Their wit-
ness doesn’t begin with words—it begins with holiness. 

In today’s world, the word holiness can feel outdated, misunderstood, or even off-putting. But 
in the Wesleyan tradition, holiness is the very heartbeat of the Christian life. It’s not a private 
trophy of spiritual achievement; it’s the public evidence of God’s transforming grace. John 
Wesley believed that “true religion is right tempers towards God and man.” In other words, ho-
liness of heart and life is not just for your benefit—it’s for the sake of the world. 

John Wesley taught that the Christian life is one of ongoing transformation. He spoke of per-
sonal holiness—a deep love for God that shapes our character, thoughts, and desires. This in-
cludes our devotion, our purity, and our pursuit of integrity.  

But he never stopped there. Wesley also emphasized social holiness—a life of active love for 
our neighbor, worked out in relationships and community. “There is no holiness but social ho-
liness,” he wrote, meaning that holiness cannot exist in isolation. It is seen in how we treat oth-
ers, especially the poor, the vulnerable, and the outcast. 
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To Wesley, holiness was the engine of evangelism. People might not attend a sermon or read a 
tract—but they will notice a life that radiates peace, joy, kindness, and self-control. The gospel 
becomes believable when it is visible. 

Jesus said in Matthew 5:16, “Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” This is not about showing off—it’s about showing 
Him off. Holiness that comes from God’s Spirit is attractive. It’s the fruit of the Spirit—love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control—that makes 
people curious about the source. 

When others see us respond with grace under pressure, forgive when it’s hard, or serve without 
recognition, they encounter the gospel—not as a concept, but as a reality. 

It’s tempting to separate our faith into categories—private devotion vs. public action—but 
Wesley saw them as inseparable. Personal holiness without social concern can become self-
centered or judgmental. Social activism without personal transformation can turn into hollow 
effort. One without the other is incomplete. Together, they create a living testimony: a heart on 
fire for God and hands open to the world. This is the kind of life that draws others in. 

Let’s reflect for a moment: 

Is my life reflecting the character of Christ in a way that draws others to Him? 

Do my daily habits deepen my love for God—and increase my love for my neighbor? 

Am I open to the Spirit’s work of ongoing transformation in me? 

Holiness doesn’t require perfection—it requires surrender. Start with small, faithful steps: 

• Cultivate personal holiness through prayer, Scripture, worship, and accountability. 

• Practice social holiness by serving, advocating, and being present with those who are over-
looked. 

• Be authentic. You don’t need to pretend to have it all together. Real holiness is humble, not 
showy. People are drawn to truth and integrity, not to spiritual performance. 

Holiness is the gospel in motion. It is the grace of God reshaping who we are and how we 
live—for the glory of God and the good of others. Through a life marked by personal devotion 
and social compassion, we become living witnesses to the power of Jesus Christ. 

May we pray: 

“Lord, make me an instrument of Your love. Transform me, so that through my life, oth-
ers may see You.” 

 

Blessings In Christ, 

 

 
 

Rev. Todd Christine 

Grace Church of Hanover| Senior Pastor 



      PAGE 3 AMAZING GRACE 
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REV. MATT SICHEL 

     
 May 2025   

It is EASTER, and I hope and pray that your celebration was full of God’s grace, presence, and hope.  It’s hard to be-
lieve that last year at this time, in this very column, we were covering an earlier article of the Creed which also had to do 
with Easter.  Last year, I wrote: 

 

“The last enemy to be destroyed is death” (1 Cor. 15:26).  That is what Easter is about.  Do not miss the 
power of it.  Since Eden, we have cowered in fear of the destruction caused by humanity’s cooperation 
with the enemy.  But, early on Sunday morning, that changed in one moment as the God of the universe 
began the New Creation.  He breathed in, got up, and walked out of the place of death into the light of 
glory.  Now he must reign until all enemies are trampled under his feet (Ps. 8:6, 110:1, Mic. 7:19, 1 Cor. 
15:27-28), and the last enemy is death. 

 

Easter is about resurrection and the fact that Christ defeated death and the grave.  But did you know that Easter is also 
about our own resurrection from the dead?  It is, and that brings us to the penultimate article in the Apostles’ Creed: 

 

Article 12: “I believe in . . . resurrection of the body.” 

 

Paul has much to say about resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15, but the focus is not just on Christ’s resurrection, it is on our 
own too!  Here are verses 21-23: 

 

So you see, just as death came into the world through a man, now the resurrection from the dead has 
begun through another man.  Just as everyone dies because we all belong to Adam, everyone who be-
longs to Christ will be given new life.  But there is an order to this resurrection: Christ was raised as the 
first of the harvest; then all who belong to Christ will be raised when he comes back. 

Don’t miss this!  It is incredibly important and in today’s church, widely misunderstood.  After you die, your body will 
end up somewhere.  Many people are buried and others are cremated.  Some people’s bodies are never found.  Neverthe-
less, God has kept track of every bit and piece of everyone.  He created you and me, and he knows exactly how to put all 
of us back together. 

 

Here is what God promises: Your body will come back to life again.  Just like Jesus walked out of the tomb in a physical 
body, so too will you rise from wherever your grave is, and you will have a rebuilt and remade physical body.  See what 
Paul says in that last sentence?  “all who belong to Christ will be raised when he comes back.” 

 

I want my Grace Church family to understand this completely, because this is the Christian hope.  When we die in 
Christ, our souls go to the presence of Jesus immediately.  This is what the Bible promises.  Paul writes this in 2 Cor. 
5:8, “Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord.”  But this is  
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not our final destination. This is what theologians call the “intermediate state.”  We are simply there waiting. 
. . for something. 

Our final destination is the new heavens and the new earth.  These will arrive upon Jesus’ return, and in that 
recreation, our bodies will be raised from the dead, and our souls will reinhabit them once again.  There, we 
will remain with Jesus forever in a perfected world.  This is what Bible scholar, N.T. Wright, calls, “life after 
life after death.”  This resurrection is our forever eternity, and it is very much a physical experience on a 
physical new earth.  Notice how he puts it: 

 

In the New Testament outside of the Gospels and the beginning of Acts, again and again, the 
fact of Jesus’ resurrection is closely linked to our own ultimate resurrection, which isn’t life 
after death – it’s life after life after death. . . Whatever life after death is, being with Christ 
which is far better, being in Paradise like the thief, etc., the may rooms where we go immedi-
ately. . . that is the temporary place.  The ultimate life after life after death is the resurrection 
in God’s new world. 

 

So, what does this mean?  It means your and my final destination is not “somewhere over yonder,” but that it 
is going to be a real, physical reality in God’s new heaven and new earth.  When Jesus comes back, he will 
remake all of creation, and you and I will be literally brought out of the grave to live on the new earth with 
Jesus forever. 

 

In many ways, I envision it like the end of Disney’s “Beauty and the Beast.”  When Belle finally confesses 
her love for the Beast, we see a most fantastic transformation, but it is not just the Beast who is transformed.  
His entire ugly castle is remade into a palace of light.  His servants are restored from their forms as household 
items back into their human likeness again.  Finally, the Beast is completely remade into the most handsome 
of princes.  I believe that this image, while only an animated movie, is something that can at least give a 
small glimmer into the true picture of what resurrection will be like. 

 

When we focus everything on our destinations after death, we miss God’s purpose in sending Christ.  We like 
to ask, how is God going to rescue people from a fallen world?  What we should ask instead: how is God go-
ing to redeem a fallen world through the salvation of God’s people?  Our salvation calls us to begin God’s 
new Creation.  Because we are called “Children of God” now, not in some future heavenly place, the work to 
restore Creation is now. 

 

Our calling as God’s new creation is to bring God’s will in every space we can, and what we do in our physi-
cal bodies matters.  Why does it matter?  Because you are building God’s Kingdom now.  The work you do 
will not be lost.  It will be brought as your gift into the world that will be remade when Christ returns.  This is 
exactly what we pray for in the Lord’s Prayer when we say, “Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven.”  Nothing you do for Christ is ever lost.  Those things will come through the fire of judge-
ment and be there for you to continue for an eternity in Christ’s Kingdom. 

 

Go announce that good news to the world! 

 

Love to you all in Christ,  

 

 

-Rev. Matt 
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