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The Chris)an and Culture 
Course Handout 

 
Introduc*on  
 
Why this course? 
 
What is the goal here? 
 
How are we going to achieve it? 
 
 

I. Talking about Culture 
 

- What is culture?  
 
 
 

- Where is the culture now?  
 
 
 

- What is our rela9onship to our culture 
 
 
 
 

II. Founda*onal Concepts for Understanding Our Culture 
 

a. Iden'ty and the Self 
 

i. What is one’s iden9ty?  
 
 
 

ii. What is meant by “the self”?  
 
 

 
b. Expressive Individualism 

 
 

Defini9on: Expressive individualism is the belief that meaning is found by giving expression to 
one’s feelings and desires 
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It is “The understanding of life which emerges with the Roman7c expres-sivism of the late 
eighteenth century, that each of us has his/her own way of realizing our humanity, and that it is 
important to find and live out one's own, as against surrendering to conformity with a model 
imposed on us from outside, by society, or the previous genera7on, or religious or poli7cal 
authority." – Charles Taylor 
 
 
 

- Implica9ons of expressive individualism 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Iden9ty, not behavior, is at stake 
 
 
 

- What the Chris9an must remember… 
 
 
 
 

c. The Social Imaginary 
 

- What is the social imaginary? 
 
“The Social Imaginary describes the myriad of beliefs, prac7ces, norma7ve expecta7ons, and 
even implicit assump7ons that members of a society share and that shape their daily lives.” 
       - Charles Taylor 
 
The social imaginary is the way people think about the world, how they imagine it to be, how 
they act intui7vely in rela7on to it…It is the totality of the way we look at our world, to make 
sense of it, and to make sense of our behavior within it.  

- Carl Trueman 
 
The social imaginary is not a set of ideas; rather, it is what enables, through making sense of, 
the prac7ces of a society.    - Charles Taylor 
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- Why is the social imaginary so important for us to understand? 
 
This is a very helpful concept precisely because it takes account of the fact that the way we think 
about many things is not grounded in a self-conscious belief in a par7cular theory of the world 
to which we have commiLed ourselves. We live our lives in a more intui7ve fashion than that. 
The fact that "I am a woman trapped in a man's body" makes sense to Joe Smith probably has 
far less to do with him being commiLed to an elaborate understanding of the nature of gender 
and its rela7onship to biological sex than to the fact that it seems intui7vely correct to affirm 
someone in his or her chosen iden7ty and hurPul not to do so, however strange the par7culars 
of that self-iden7fica7on might have seemed to previous genera7ons. 
       - Carl Trueman 
 
 

III. Understanding Our Culture: Origins 
 

a. Rousseau and the Roman'cs 
 

- Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
o One’s inner feelings are the essence of who they truly are 
o People are basically good, but society has a corrup9ng influence on them 

 
 

- Authen9city 
o What is meant by the term “authen9city”? 
o What is the good in it? 
o How has it come to shape culture? 
o How are we affected by the “age of authen9city”? 

 
 

- Roman9cism 
o Medita9ng on nature shapes human beings morally and empathe9cally  
o Being sensi9ve to nature is necessary for one to be a truly authen9c human 

being 
o The more one is shaped by sophis9cated society, the less “authen9c” they 

become 
 
 

- Key underlying assump9ons of Roman9cism 
o The objec9vity of human nature 
o The morality of human nature 
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b. Marx and Nietzsche 
 

- What if human nature and meaning has no intrinsic and moral significance? 
 

- Karl Marx 
o Materialism  

§ The only things that exist are 9me, ma[er, and energy 
§ The material condi9ons of our lives shape how we think about reality 

 
o Economic rela9onships  

§ Economic rela9onships are the center of reality 
§ All forms of human community become poli9cal 

 
 

o Aliena9on  
§ The feeling of being at odds with our surroundings (psychological)  
§ Specifically, in Marx, aliena9on is economic – being separated from the 

fruits of one’s labor 
 

o Religion 
§ First, it’s not real, and thus has no abiding significance 
§ Second, it meets the psychological needs of workers and economic 

interests of employers – keeps the people in line 
§ Third, geang rid of false religion is cri9cal to freeing the working class 
§ Conclusion: religion is a sign of intellectual weakness and oppression 
§ Result: the pre-poli7cal is no more… 

 
- Friedrich Nietzsche 

o Assump9on: The Enlightenment has successfully rendered belief in God obsolete 
and unnecessary; God is not real 
 

o Problem: Enlightenment philosophers failed to come to the necessary 
conclusions of proving that there is no God 

 
 

o Morality  
§ Religion and morality are manipula9ve – one exer9ng power over another  
§ Moral codes hinder people from being strong 
§ Human beings should take on the challenge of self-crea9on – to be 

whoever they want to be, feeling no obliga9on to conform to the 
standards of anyone else 

§ If there is no God, then we are our own masters 
§ Moral codes are actually just personal taste 
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o The Superman (i.e. Oscar Wilde) 

§ First, life should be lived like an ar9st – crea9ng and performing 
§ Second, art should be detached from any moral codes 
§ Third, ethics is aesthe9cs – a ma[er of taste 

 
 

- Summarizing concepts introduced by Marx and Nietzsche 
o The pre-poli9cal is abolished 
o Moral codes are manipula9ve and must be abolished to discovery true freedom 
o True freedom works itself out in self-crea9on 
o Iconoclasm is most commonly sexual in nature 

 
IV. Understanding Our Culture: Development 

 
a. Psychologizing and Poli'cizing Sex 

 
- Sigmund Freud  

o Sex is founda9onal to human happiness 
 

With the collapse of the belief in human nature as possessing an intrinsic 
moral structure, to which Marx’s and Nietzsche’s thought witnessed, the 
ques7on of happiness becomes a maLer of serious conten7on.  

– Carl Trueman 
 

o Morality is a cultural conven9on to maintain order 
 

- The Poli9ciza9on of Sex 
o In a sense, sex has always been poli9cal 
o However, if sexuality is central to iden9ty, and the pre-poli9cal is completely 

abolished, then sex is now central to poli9cs 
 

- Wilhelm Reich 
o Sexual codes aren’t required by society in general, but only by our present society 

 
o So if we sacrifice our present society, we can accommodate different sexual  

 
o The Sexual Revolu9on 

 
If the same boy of fi.een were to induce three-year-old girls into sexual games 
or if he tried to seduce a girl of his own age against her will, such conduct would 
be an;social. It would indicate that he is neuro;cally inhibited in his capacity to 
choose a partner his own age.   – Wilhelm Reich 
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b. The revolt of the masses 

 
- Necessary precondi9ons vs. sufficient precondi9ons  

o Necessary precondi9ons: something that must be true prior to something else 
o Sufficient precondi9ons: something that causes something else to take place 

 
 

- Technology making a fixed world into a plas9c world 
 
 
 

- Technology makes for great individuality  
 
 
 

- The collapse of tradi9onal authority 
o Church 

 
 

o Family 
 
 

o Na9on 
 
 

- The loss of sacred order 
 
 
 

- Contracep9on, pornography, and sex 
 
 
 

- The revolt of the elites 
 
 
 

V. Understanding Our Culture: The issues we face 
 

a. A framework for modern cultural issues 
 

- The meaning of personhood 
o We have always known that personhood is more than biology and gene9c code 
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o Iden9ty is shaped by choice, ac9ons, history, etc.  
o I intuit myself as a free agent of my own iden9ty 

§ But in reality, our surroundings and communi9es have a profound impact 
on my understanding of self 

§ Even rebellion or statements against the norm end up conforming to a 
certain type of standard of communica9on 

 
This highlights the fact that human beings do not simply wish to be free. We also 
wish to belong, to be part of a group where we are accepted and affirmed. We 
are social creatures and thrive best in situa7ons where we are connected to 
others and have a sense of communal iden7ty.  – Carl Trueman 

 
- The poli9cs of recogni9on 

 
"Poli;cs" refers to the way that countries are governed, and to the ways that governments make 
rules and laws to manage the human society properly. 

 
o Recogni9on means having our iden9ty being fully accepted by a community 

§ Otherwise, we will be alienated 
o All socie9es and communi9es have their own standards of recogni9on that 

determine who does and does not belong 
o But here, a bait and switch is being made 

§ We are told that our communi9es have to be “all inclusive” of expressive-
individualist iden99es 

§ But the target value of these communi9es actually already has a pre-
determined defini9on of who is and is not fully accepted 

 
- The power of imagined communi9es 

o For a community to make sense, there must be shared iden9ty 
o Na9onal narra9ves play an important role in ci9zenship and patrio9sm 
o But what happens in a na9onal narra9ve becomes unstable? 
o Technology (and media in general) has served to make us feel more connected to 

someone across the world who shares a specific value or interest than a neighbor 
who does not 

 
 
 

- Recogni9on and narra9ve make sense of current conflicts that we are experiencing  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 8 

b. The Sexual Revolu'on of the LGBTQ+ 
 
How did this come about?  
 

- A marriage of convenience – LGBTQ+ 
 
 
 
 

- Trans Ideology 
 
 
 
 

- Problems with Transgenderism 
o Rela9onship to LGB 

 
 
 

o Rela9onship to Feminism  
 
 

VI. A Biblical Framework for Thinking of Culture 
 

a. The Kingdom of God 
 

- The Kingdom Defined 
 
 
 

- The reality of the kingdom 
 
 
 

- The already-not yet kingdom 
 
 
 

- Seeking the kingdom first 
 
 
 

- The gospel of the kingdom 
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- Kingdom warfare 

 
 
 

b. The Kingdom and Culture 
 

- The pervasive culture war 
 
 
 
 

- Our place in the world 
 
 
 
 

- Kingdom-focused cultural engagement 
 
 
 
 
 

c. Kingdom Mission 
 
 

- A gospel-centered mission 
 
 
 
 
 

- A personal and public ministry  
 

 
 
 
 

- A holis9c mission  
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d. Human Dignity 
 

- Human Dignity and the Biblical Story 
 
 
 
 

o The ancient threat to the image of God 
 
 
 
 
 

o Humanity at the center of crea9on 
 
 
 
 
 

o The image of God 
 
 
 
 
 

- Spiritual warfare and the image of God 
 

o Satan’s priority in every age 
 

Abor7on, torture, euthanasia, unjust war, racial injus7ce, the harassment of 
immigrants, these things aren’t simply “mean” (although they are that too). They are 
part of an ongoing guerilla insurgency against the image of God himself, as summed 
up in Jesus of Nazareth.   – Russell Moore  

 
 
 

o The culture of death  
 
 
 
 
 

o Being thoroughly pro-life 
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o The Gospel is central to warfare 
 
 
 
 

e. Family stability 
 
 

- The centrality of the family to the Biblical story 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- The family and the church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- Family and the culture war 

 
 
 
 


