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Week 5: Christology (Part 2) 
 

I. The Offices of Christ 
A. Christ our Prophet 

1. OT Background  
• Moses (Dt 18:15-22 
• The OT Prophets (2 Kgs 17:13, 23, etc.) 

2. Jesus’s prophetic ministry (Mt 4:17, Mk 2:8, Lk 7:36-50, Mt 24/Mk 13/Lk 
21 

3. Jesus is the ultimate prophet who was foretold (Dt 18:15-17, Jn 1:21, 
6:14, 7:40, Heb 1:1-3) 

4. Jesus far exceeds any other prophet, because not only does He bring 
God’s message, but He is God’s message (Heb 1:1-3; Jn 1:1-18; Mt 28:18-
20; Lk 9:26-36; Jn 5:24-27; 12:47-50; Heb 3:1-6) 

5. The continuing work of Christ’s prophetic role in the church (Eph 2:20; 1 
Cor 12, 14, etc.) 

 
B. Christ our Priest 

1. OT Background (Ex 28:29-30, Lev 1-7, etc.) 
• Functions  
• Had to be a Levite of the line of Aaron (Ex 28:1) 
• Requirements for priestly purity (Lev 8) 
• Promises of a new priesthood (Ps 110:4)  
• Promises of a new covenant (Jer 31:31-37) 

2. Christ and the new and ultimate priesthood (Heb 5:1-10, Heb 7-10) 
• Christ the ultimate High Priest (Heb 7:11-28) 
• Christ the ultimate sacrifice (Jn 1:29,36; 1 Cor 5:7; Eph 5:2; 1 Pet 

1:19; Rev 5:6-6:5; 12:11; 14:1f; 19:6-10; 21:9-14; 22:1-5) 
• Christ the ultimate temple (Mt 12:6; Mk 14:57-58; Jn 2:19, 21) –  
• Christ ushers in a new and better covenant (Lk 22:19-20, Heb 8) 
• Christ is the ultimate and only mediator between God and man, 

because He IS God and Man, and He continually intercedes for His 
people in the presence of God (1 Tim 2:5, Rom 8:34, Heb 7:25, 
9:15) 

 
C. Christ our King 

1. OT Background (Gen 1:26-28, 49:8-10, Num 24:17, Dt 17:14-20, 2 Sam 
7:8-16, Ps 2, 110, Is 9, 11, Jer 33, Ezk 34, Mic 5:2-5, Zech 12-14, etc.) 

2. Christ as King during His earthly ministry 
• Christ is born King (Mt 2:2) 
• Christ is declared King at His baptism (Mt 3:13-17, Lk 3:21-22) 
• The kingdom is where Christ is working (Mt 12:28, Lk 17:20-21) 
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• Christ reigns from the cross (Mt 26:63-64 [Dan 7:13-14], Mt 
27:37/Mk 15:26/Lk 23:38/Jn 19:19) 

3. Christ enthroned at His resurrection (Mt 28:5-6, 18; Lk 24:5-7, 1 Cot 
15:20-25) 

4. Christ enthroned at His ascension (Mt 28:18-20; Acts 1:6-11, Eph 1:19-22) 
5. Christ reigns now, but it is a contested reign (1 Cor 15:25-28, Heb 2:5-9) 
6. Christ will return to consummate His kingdom and reign in an ultimate 

and uncontested way, fulfilling God’s command to mankind to rule the 
earth, and bringing unity to heaven and earth (Rev 19:11-16, 1 Thes 4:13-
18, Rev 21-22) 

 
II. The Work of Christ 

A. The Need for Christ’s Work (Mankind and Sin) 
 

Q: What is sin? 
A: Sin is rejecting or ignoring God in the world he created, rebelling against him 
by living without reference to him, not being or doing what he requires in his law 
– resulting in our death and the disintegration of all creation 

- New City Catechism  
 

1. God created everything good (Gen 1:31) 
2. God created mankind in His image, but mankind has rebelled against God 

(Gen 1:26-28, Gen 3) 
3. What is sin? 

• Unbelief – Not believing what God says is good and evil, or 
deciding for oneself what is good and evil (Gen 3:1-7; 2 Kgs 17:14-
15; Jer 37:1-2) 

• Idolatry – giving one’s worship or ultimate affection to something 
other than God (Ex 20:3, 17; 2 Kgs 17:7-23; Is 40; Jer 10) 

 
B. Obedience – Christ lived a life of obedience and died in obedience to the Father 

1. Active obedience 
2. Passive obedience 

 
C. Sacrifice of Atonement  

1. OT Background (Lev 17:11; Lev 26; Dt 28; Is 53) 
2. Christ’s work of sacrifice (Acts 20:28; 1 Cor 5:7; 11:25; Eph 5:2; Rm 8:3; 1 

Pet 1:9; 3:18; Gal 1:4; Rev 5:8-9; 7:14) 
 

D. Redemption 
1. ‘Redemption’ is a term of the marketplace, which means to ‘buy back’ 
2. OT Background (Ex 6:6, 15:13) 
3. The price of our redemption (1 Pet 1:18-19) 
4. To whom was the price of redemption owed?  
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5. Redemption means we belong to God (1 Cor 6:18-20) 
 

E. Propitiation 
1. ‘Propitiation’ speaks of turning away God’s wrath against sin and sinners 
2. Sin provokes God’s wrath (Rom 1:18) 
3. Jesus turns God’s wrath from us by satisfying its requirements (Rom 3:24-

26; Heb 2:17; 1 Jn 2:2; 4:10) – Christianity is unique in that we do not 
attempt to propitiate our offenses before God. This is a gift which Jesus 
provides. 

 
F. Justification 

 
“Justification denotes, primarily, that action in the lawcourt whereby a judge 
upholds the case of one party in dispute before him (in the Hebrew lawcourt, 
where the image originates, all cases consist of an accuser and a defendant, 
there being no public prosecutor).  Having heard the case, the judge finds in 
favor of one part, and thereby ‘justifies’ him: if he finds for the defendant, this 
action has the force of ‘acquittal.’  The person justified is ‘just,’ ‘righteous,’ not 
as a description of moral character but as a statement of his status and position 
before the court.”    – Stephen Wellum 

 
1. To ‘justify’ is to ‘declare righteous’  
2. God’s people are “declared righteous” because of two things 

• Our sin is imputed to Christ (Rom 3:24-26; 5:9) 
• Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us (1 Cor 1:30, 2 Cor 5:21) 

3. God’s people are justified (declared righteous) by faith alone (Rom 4:1-
13)  

 
G. Reconciliation 

1. To ‘reconcile’ is to restore a relationship 
2. Christ came to restore God’s relationship with His image bearers (Rom 

5:10-11; Col 1:19-20; Eph 2:11-22; 2 Cor 5:18-21) 
3. Reconciliation means bringing us ‘adoption,’ ‘access,’ and ‘peace’ with 

God (Rom 5:1-2; Eph 2:17-18; 3:12; Heb 10:19-22) 
4. When we are reconciled to God, the follow-on effect is that we would be 

reconciled to all other people of God (Eph 2:11-22) 
 

H. Conquest 
1. The conquest predicted (Gen 3:15) 
2. The conquest began in the earthly ministry of Jesus (Mk 1:24; 4:39; Mt 

4:23; Lk 10:18; 11:21-22; Jn 12:31) 
3. The conquest was ultimately achieved at the cross (Col 2:13-15) 
4. The conquest confirmed and announced at Christ’s resurrection (Acts 

2:24; Eph 1:20-23) 


