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Christ’s Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered and welcoming, 

Christian community committed to encouraging faith-filled living, 
deepening friendships, and life-changing discipleship. 

 

Welcome! If you are new to worship in a Lutheran church, this introduction 
will help guide you through our worship service. The prayers, responses, 
and service music are printed in this bulletin. You will need to use the red 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) hymnals to sing the hymns. Our 
Sunday morning service is livestreamed on YouTube and your image may 
appear. 
 

Communion - All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the gift of 
Holy Communion. Children who haven’t received Holy Communion may 
also come forward for a blessing. You can either kneel or remain standing 
when you come to the altar. We offer both wheat and gluten-free wafers, 
and both wine and grape juice. If you would like to receive grape juice, 
please take a glass from the tray that has already been filled when you 
come forward. If you would like to receive a gluten-free wafer, please let 
the Pastor know when he gives you the bread. 
 

Children are always welcome!  Please feel free to walk around in the rear 
area of our worship space if your child becomes restless. Rest rooms (with 
diaper decks) are located in the hallway to the right of the entryway. You 
can find cloth bags containing activities for children aged 3 and older in the 
back of our worship space.  We ask you to please return the cloth bags and 
their contents (minus any artwork your child creates while you are 
worshiping) at the end of today’s service. 
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The First Sunday of Christmas 
(Please silence your electronic devices) 

 
 
 
PRELUDE           Instrumental 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SHARING OF CONCERNS 
 
 
GATHERING SONG                                                   (please stand) 
 “Away In A Manger” 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing; the poor baby wakes, 
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.  
Bless all the dear children in your care 
And fit us for heaven to live with you there. 
 
 
DIALOGUE 
P:  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
C: Those who lived in a land of deep darkness - 
 on them the light has shined. 
P: You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
C: they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 
 as people exult when dividing plunder. 
P: For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
C: and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 



OPENING PRAYER 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. All-powerful and unseen God, 
 the coming of your light into our world has brightened weary 

hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to 
proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C: Amen 
 
 

Lessons and Carols 

 
FIRST READING:  GENESIS 1: 1-5, 14-18 
God creates Light 
 
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth 
was complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, 
while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God 
said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the 
light was good, and God separated the light from the 
darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 
14And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to 
separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for 
seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the 
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God 
made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the 
lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the 
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day 
and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And 
God saw that it was good. 
 
 
HYMN 
 “Angels from the Realms of Glory” 
 

Angels, from the realms of glory, Wing your flight o”er all the earth; 
Once you sang creation’s story; Now proclaim Messiah’s birth; 



Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

All creation, join in praising God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 
Evermore your voices raising To the eternal three in One. 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 
 
SECOND READING:  MICAH 5: 2-5a 
God promises a ruler from Bethlehem 
 
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little Clans 
of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in 
Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3 Therefore he 
shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has 
brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people 
of Israel. 4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of 
the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they 
shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth, 
5 and he shall be the one of peace. 
 
 
HYMN 
 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
 

O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! 
Above they deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 
 

For Christ is born of Mary, And, gathered all above 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep Their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the king, And peace to all the earth! 
 
 
THIRD READING:  LUKE 1: 26-35, 38 
The birth of Jesus is announced by angel Gabriel 
 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose 



name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The 
Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called 
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the 
angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to 
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; 
he will be called Son of God.  
 
38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with 
me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 

 
HYMN 
 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”  
 

Lo, how a rose e”er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming as seers of old have sung, 
It came, a flow’r so bright, amid the cold of winter, 
When half-spent was the night. 
 

Isaiah had foretold it, the rose I have in mind; 
With Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 
To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior, 
When half-spent was the night. 
 
 
FOURTH READING:  MATTHEW 1: 18-25 
The birth of Jesus as told by Matthew 
 
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When 
his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her 
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her 
to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 20 But just when 
he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in 



a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he 
will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill 
what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 “Look, the 
virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they shall 
name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 24 When 
Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital 
relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named 
him Jesus. 
 
 
HYMN 
 “The First Noel” 
 

The first Noel the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
In fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
 

refrain 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel. 
 

They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the east beyond them far; 
And to the earth it gave great light, 
And so it continued both day and night. (refrain) 
 
 
FIFTH READING:  LUKE 2: 8-20 
The shepherds and the angels 
 
8 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord 
stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah,[b] the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24977b


suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 15 When 
the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in 
the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them, 19 and Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as 
it had been told them. 
 
 
HYMN 
 “Angels We Have Heard On High” 
 

Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains. 
Glo.....ria, in excelsis Deo, Glo....ria in excelsis Deo. 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn king. 
Glo.....ria, in excelsis Deo, Glo....ria in excelsis Deo. 
 
 
SIXTH READING:  MATTHEW 2: 1-12 
Visitors from the East 
 
1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, magi from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is 
the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his 
star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 
5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written 
by the prophet: 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by 
no means least among the rulers of Judah, for from you shall come 
a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 7 Then Herod secretly 



called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the 
star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 
and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, 
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When 
they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, 
went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, 
they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and 
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered 
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 
country by another road. 
 
 
HYMN 
 “What Child Is This” 
 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping! 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet While shepherds watch 
  are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the king, Whom shepherds guard and angels 
 sing; 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, The babe, the son of Mary! 
 

Why lies he in such mean estate, Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here The silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, The cross be borne for me,  
 for you; 
Hail, hail, the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
 
SEVENTH READING:  JOHN 1: 1-14 
The Word of Life – from the beginning of John’s Gospel 
 
1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 
came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life 
was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not overtake it. 6 There was a man sent from God 



whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the 
world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did 
not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will 
of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and lived 
among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 
only son, full of grace and truth.  
 
 
HYMN 
 “Silent Night” 
 

Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild. 
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight;  
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from your holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
 
 
RESPONSIVE PRAYER (please stand) 
P: Glory to God in the highest, 
C: and peace to God’s people on earth. 
P: Blessed are you, Prince of peace. 
 You rule the earth with truth and justice. 
C:  Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 
P: Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity. 
 We come before you, God, for all in need. 



C: Have mercy on the sick, the dying, those in distress, 
 and all who suffer this day. 
P: Blessed are you, Son of God. 
 You dwell among us as the Word made flesh. 
C: Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament 
 that we may bear your light to all the world. 
 
 
GREETING OF PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

 The congregation greets one another in the name of the Lord. 
 
 
OFFERING (please be seated) 
To Support God’s Work in Our Church and Beyond 
 

This is a time in our service that we use to remember that all that we 
are, all that we have, and all that we do, is an offering to God. 
 

You can place your offering in the offering plate that is passed at this 
time in our service, 
 

You can scan this QR code to go to our online 
giving page, 
 

You can use our app to send your offering,  
 

or mail your offering to the church: 
Christ’s Lutheran Church 

5330 Old Logan Ferry Road 
Murrysville, PA 15668 

 
 
OFFERTORY                    Instrumental 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER (please stand) 
   



P: Good and loving God, 
C: we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor 
 to bring the riches of your grace. 
 As you have blessed us with your gifts, 
 let them be a blessing for others. 
 With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, 
 we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, 
 Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 Amen 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
 Amen. 
 
 
THE BLESSING  
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
P: May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, 
 the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, 
 the eagerness of the shepherds,  
 the determination of the magi,  
 and the peace of the Christ Child. 
 Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 bless you now and forever.   
C: Amen 
 
SENDING SONG 
 “Joy to the World” 



 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive its King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room 
And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace to serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION: REPRINTED/STREAMED WITH PERMISSION UNDER 
ONE LICENSE A – 739156. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED* Sunday worship materials are reprinted 
from Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal, copyright © 2006, Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under License # SB177840. Bible readings are 
from the English Standard Version, copyright 2001, Good News Publishers.  Prayers are 
from Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2025, Augsburg Fortress.  

Pastor Emerius Rev. Steven J. Myers 
Organist Joshua Beck 
Pianist Nancy Finke Sheehan 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The church office will be closed on New 
Years Day, Thursday, January 1, 2026. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Pastor Linda Theophilus is proving pastoral services 
to CLC members who request them. 

To reach out to Pastor Linda, contact the church office 
at office@christsmurrysville.org or call (412) 795-1212. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

New Prayer Circle Coordinator 

Audrey Ferris Matz has so generously served as CLC’s Prayer List 
Coordinator for many years. We are so grateful for the 
blessings of her time and dedication to communicating 
with our prayer chain and with the office to ensure our 
prayer lists are up to date. 

Audrey is “retiring” and we’re pleased to welcome Ann 
Rockette as our new Prayer Circle Coordinator. You can 
reach Ann by email: annrockett@aol.com (please indicate 
on the subject line that it relates to the prayer circle), through CLC’s website 
or app (click on Connect on the top menu and scroll down to Prayer 
Request) or phone Ann at 412-334-9607. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Create a Lasting Legacy 

Are you considering a special gift or an estate gift to Christ’s Lutheran 
Church?  

Gift planning services are available at no cost to you through the services 
of the ELCA Foundation and our Regional Gift Planner, Ryan Ebner. 

Ryan can assist you with establishing a comprehensive estate plan that 
provides for your family and the ministries you care about.  

See the “Legacy and Special 
Gifts” brochure in the rack 
outside of the office for more 
information. You can contact 
Ryan at (814)-823-3285 or 
ryan.ebner@elca.org. 

mailto:office@christsmurrysville.org


MAKE NOISE FOR MISSION WEEKEND!!!     January 3rd & 4th 

We celebrate the first weekend of each month with the 
donation of your loose change to benefit our sister church, 
Trinity Lutheran on the North Side. Collection cans will be 

located on the offering table and up front by the baptismal font.  

So gather up your change and let’s all make some NOISE!!!  

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2026 OFFERING ENVELOPES  

2026 offering envelopes are arranged alphabetically on 
the card table in the Entryway ready for pick up. 

If your envelope box is not there, or you’d like to request 
2026 envelopes, please contact the church office.  

office@christsmurrysville.org      412-795-1212 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us for a birthday party for Jesus. 
January 4th 9 am. 

Come celebrate and hear his story, enjoy cake, make crafts and more. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Sunday, 

January 4th 
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The next Caring Hearts and Hands meeting will be held on Thursday, 
January 8, 2025, in the downstairs fellowship hall. We will 
gather at 9:30 AM for an organizational meeting to plan for 
the next Box Lunch.  

After our meeting, we all go to brunch at a local restaurant. 
We invite you to join us for either one or both of the events 
that morning.  

For any questions concerning our mission or our January 8th gathering, 
contact Romaine Miller at 412-996-4915. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Men, join us on the second Saturday of each month at 
8:30 am for a traditional breakfast and fellowship.  

Our next breakfast will be held on Saturday, January 
10th at 8:30 am in the downstairs social hall.  

Come hungry for food and fellowship! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Stitched With Love 

If you enjoy knitting and crocheting, or would like to learn, our 
stitching group meets Tuesdays from 9 to 11 am in the 
downstairs social hall.  

We make hats for cancer patients, baby blankets,  prayer shawls, and other 
needed items. Or bring your own project to work on. It’s a time to be creative 
& enjoy one another’s fellowship. For information, contact Leslie Sill at 
nonnasill@comcast.net.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Weekend Worship Team  

A Big Thank you to our worship assistants, greeters, ushers, all who set up 
and clean up for the services, reconcilers, and the tech team who offer their 
time and talents to make our worship services go smoothly. 

We are looking for a few more Helpers for our 
weekend services.  If you would like more 
information, please contact the office, or talk to one 
of our faithful helpers for information on how to get 
started.  

Thank you to all who help to make our weekend 
worship services possible! 

mailto:nonnasill@comcast.net


CHRIST’S LITTLE PANTRY Weekend January 10th & 11th 

Are you, or someone you know, experiencing food insecurity? 

If you need food, “Take what you need.” 

If you have extra food to share, please “Leave what you can.” 

THANK YOU – THANK YOU – THANK YOU … to everyone who has been 
contributing to the success of our Little Pantry.  We’re so grateful to all who 
continue to donate.  The food in the pantry goes quickly. We have been 
attempting to replenish the pantry daily.   

As food insecurity continues,  variety is important in choosing the items that 
people can find in the Little Pantry. We are  asking you to focus on cereal 

and other breakfast items, complete pancake 
mixes (made with water), syrup, peanut 
butter, jelly, soup, tuna & other canned 
meats, fruit (canned or in individual packs), 
lunchbox foods and baby food. Please 
remember, when you bring your donations to 
the church, you can put your items directly 
into the Little Pantry or leave them in the 
grocery cart in our entryway.  

You can also support the Little Pantry with a 
cash donation that’s clearly marked, “Little 
Pantry.”  

NOTE: We recently learned that we need to 
have special permits from the State and 
Health Department if we want to put any type 

of fresh food (fruit, veggies, eggs, potatoes, etc.) into the pantry. Your 
generous gifts of canned and boxed items continue to change the lives of 
individuals and families in our community. Thank you! 

Please remember that our Little Pantry may provide the only food a family 
has to meet its needs — protein is very important.  

Please continue to support this ministry, knowing that your generosity will 
help families right here in the Plum & Murrysville area. 

Let’s work together to keep our Little Pantry full every week! 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The deadline for our weekly bulletin is:  

  End of the day on Wednesdays 

Email your article to office@christsmurrysville.org 
or drop off at the office. 



Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCD’s)  

Did you know those over age 70 1/2 can withdraw funds federally tax free 
from retirement accounts, such as IRAs, through a Qualified Charitable 
Distribution. 

The withdrawal is made payable directly to the qualified charity by the IRA 
custodian and counts toward any federal annual Required 
Minimum Distribution. Contributions made through 
QCD’s are an available vehicle to support Christ’s 
Lutheran Church’s mission while reducing personal 
income subject to federal taxes.  

Talk with your financial planner to learn more. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A big CONGRATULATIONS and THANK YOU for recycling your plastic 

bags!  We have reached our 1000 lb goal three months early and we’ve 
already received our new bench – it’s currently 
located in the foyer outside of the upstairs social hall.  
It is fantastic that we are doing our part to be good 

stewards by keeping plastic out of the landfills. 

To continue this effort, we will now begin to collect 
plastic bags for our sister congregation, Trinity 
Lutheran on the Northside.  We will have a year to recycle another 1000 
lbs of plastic so that they can receive their own bench.    

As a reminder, here is a chart of acceptable clean and dry plastic bags 
(no plastic containers): All plastic must be clean, dry, and free of food 
residue.  

 



We’re collecting aluminum tabs for Ronald McDonald House. Working with 
a local recycler, pop tabs from soda 
cans, soup cans, pet food, and other 
canned goods are turned into money 
to support RMHC’s mission. 

That money helps RMHC provide comfort, care and support for families with 
children who are sick. You can help by depositing tabs you collect in the 
container in the church Entryway. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

REMINDER: 

Our church’s exterior doors are locked at the 
beginning of services.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Our church office is open on Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm and 12:30 
pm - 2:30 pm. Please call before coming to the church to 
be sure someone is available to help.   

office@christsmurrysville.org      412-795-1212 
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WEEKLY CALENDAR    December 28th – January 4th, 2025 

 

Keep our Ministry and Community in Your Prayers Each Day This Week 
 

Sunday 12/28 Our musicians, Josh Beck and Nancy Sheehan  
9:00 am  No Sunday School classes 
10:00 am  Sunday Morning Worship 
7:30 pm   Narcotics Anonymous 
 

Monday 12/29 Pastor Linda Theophilus as she provides 
pastoral care for our CLC family 

8:00 pm  Alcoholics Anonymous  
 

Tuesday 12/30 Barth Tamenne, in appreciation for his service 
 as Council President 
9:00 am   Stitched With Love 
 

Wednesday 12/31 Safe New Year’s Eve Celebrations  
6:30 am  Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 
 

Thursday 1/1 A Happy New Year throughout the world  
  Church office Closed 
 

Friday 1/2 Audrey Ferris-Matz, in gratitude for her years of 
service as CLC’s Prayer Circle Coordinator 

 

Saturday 1/3 Ann Rockette, with appreciation as she steps into 
the role of CLC’s Prayer Circle Coordinator 

6:00 pm  Saturday Evening Worship 
 

Sunday 1/4 Kim Boyer, with thanks as she take on the 
leadership of CLC’s Congregational Council 

9:00 am  Sunday School 
9:00 am  Birthday Party for Jesus 
10:00 am  Sunday Morning Worship 
6:00 pm  Teen Talk 
7:30 pm   Narcotics Anonymous 

 

 

 

 


