
 
 

WEEKLY INSERT FOR ST. JAMES 
 

Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost – August 31st, 2025 
For all of the blank headings, refer back to the Monthly Bulletin. 

 

PRELUDE – “We Gather Together” arr. Eugenie Rocherolle 
 
WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN   
 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
 

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the love of your 
Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
THE FIRST LESSON        Jeremiah 2:4-13 
 

Hear the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel. Thus says 
the LORD: 

 

What wrong did your ancestors find in me 
that they went far from me, 

and went after worthless things, and became worthless themselves? 
They did not say, "Where is the LORD 

who brought us up from the land of Egypt, 
who led us in the wilderness, 

in a land of deserts and pits, 
in a land of drought and deep darkness, 

in a land that no one passes through, 
where no one lives?" 

I brought you into a plentiful land 
to eat its fruits and its good things. 

But when you entered you defiled my land, 
and made my heritage an abomination. 

The priests did not say, "Where is the LORD?" 
Those who handle the law did not know me; 

the rulers transgressed against me; 
the prophets prophesied by Baal, 
and went after things that do not profit. 

Therefore once more I accuse you, says the LORD, 
and I accuse your children's children. 



Cross to the coasts of Cyprus and look, 
send to Kedar and examine with care; 
see if there has ever been such a thing. 

Has a nation changed its gods, 
even though they are no gods? 

But my people have changed their glory 
for something that does not profit. 

Be appalled, O heavens, at this, 
be shocked, be utterly desolate, 

says the LORD, 
for my people have committed two evils: 

they have forsaken me, 
the fountain of living water, 

and dug out cisterns for themselves, 
cracked cisterns 

that can hold no water. 
 

Reader:  Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People:  Thanks be to God.  

 
PSALM 81:1, 10-16 Exultate Deo  
 

1     Sing with joy to God our strength * 
and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob. 

10    I am the LORD your God, 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt and said, * 
"Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it." 

11    And yet my people did not hear my voice, * 
and Israel would not obey me. 

12    So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their hearts, * 
to follow their own devices. 

13    Oh, that my people would listen to me! * 
that Israel would walk in my ways! 

14    I should soon subdue their enemies * 
and turn my hand against their foes. 

15    Those who hate the LORD would cringe before him, * 
and their punishment would last for ever. 

16    But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat * 
and satisfy him with honey from the rock. 

 
THE SECOND LESSON Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
 

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have 
entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with 
them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. Let marriage be held in 
honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. Keep 
your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, "I will never leave 
you or forsake you." So we can say with confidence, 
 

"The Lord is my helper; 
I will not be afraid. 
What can anyone do to me?" 

 



Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their way of life, 
and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his 
name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

 

Reader:  Hear what the spirit is saying to God’s people.  
People:  Thanks be to God.  
 

SEQUENCE HYMN   “O Christ, the healer”  WLP 772 

 

 

 
     (KEDRON) 
 

THE GOSPEL Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 

Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, 
they were watching him closely. 
 

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. "When you are invited by 
someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished 
than you has been invited by your host; and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, `Give 
this person your place,' and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. But when you are 
invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, `Friend, move 
up higher'; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted." 
 

He said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your 
friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you 
would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you 
will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." 
 

Celebrant:   The Gospel of the Lord.  
People:   Praise to you, Lord Christ.  



SERMON The Rev. D Gregory Smith 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Hear Our Prayer 
 

O Lord, our God, grant that we might see the majesty of your glory in our lives and hear our prayers, as we say, 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lead your church into humility. May her leaders be first her servants, seeking only and always to glorify you in 
their lives. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
Give us selfless civil leaders who are zealous for truth, justice, and mercy, and whose efforts build up the whole 
community and bring people together.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
Embolden us to make the difficult choices necessary to ensure the continued abundance of your Creation. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
Make us good neighbors and open our eyes to see you in the eyes of all those we encounter, that together we 
might build a community where everyone can thrive and live into their potential. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
Give peace and strength to those who are sick or injured or who endure suffering in all its myriad of forms. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Grant the dead entrance into your eternal embrace and grant us also to enter and join them there when we 
leave this world. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Celebrant: God of Glory, through your Son, you have showed us the strength of your love. Grant that we 
might follow in his oath and continue his ministry until his return through the same Son, our Lord, who with 
you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, forever. Amen. 

 
THE CONFESSION 
 

THE PEACE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYERS FOR BIRTHDAYS, TRAVELERS, AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM – “Simple Gifts” arr. Joseph M. Martin 
 

DOXOLOGY 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

THE INVITATION 
 

COMMUNION HYMN I 
 

COMMUNION HYMN II 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

CLOSING HYMN 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

POSTLUDE – “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” arr. Ron Boud 
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