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41st Annual CROP Hunger Walk  
Sunday, October 9th @ Grings Mill  

This year we are planning to gather at Gring’s Mill again for our annual CROP 
Hunger Walk! We would love to see everyone gathered together in one place, 
but we understand that Covid is still an issue and so, we will also continue the 
VIRTUAL CROP Hunger Walk option again this year.   
 
Register to participate at the registration table in the breezeway between  
services on select upcoming Sundays*, online at www.crophungerwalk.org/
ReadingPA or between 12:30-2:00 pm on the day of the walk.  
 
Can’t walk? Support our church walkers by donating to the West Lawn Team. 
 
On the day of the Walk: 
• Come join us at Gring’s Mill!  We will begin walking whenever our team is 

ready.   
• OR, walk at your own time and place. 

 
*Registration tables will be set-up in the breezeway between services Sep 25, Oct 2 & Oct 9  

Time to Share Christmas Messages with Inmates Again 
Imagine what it would be like to be behind bars this Christmas, with limited con-
tact with family and friends. Receiving a card with an encouraging note that shares 
the message of God’s love from someone “outside” would be such a meaningful 
gift! 
 

The Eastern PA Conference Prison Ministry and Restorative Justice Team (PMRJ) 
will launch this year’s Christmas Cards for Inmates Ministry effort hoping to build 
on its pandemic-forced, scaled-down effort last year. Last year, the team provided 
over 4,000 signed cards to correctional facilities for their inmates and staff, credit-
ing that success to supportive congregations and determined team members who 
picked up and dropped off bagged cards at cooperating churches. The team will 
use the same system this year, relying on six participating churches.  
 

WLUMC will again participate in this program which we hope to begin in Octo-
ber.  Simply pick up your packet of 5 cards and follow the included instructions.  
Please make sure you return your cards in the box at the Welcome Center in the 
narthex, or return them to the church office by the deadline on the instruction 
card.  We will need 900 cards to cover the Berks County Prison, and West Lawn 
members have come through every year !! 
 

Watch for updates on this program and when to pick up your cards. 
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“In essentials unity, in non-
essentials liberty, in all things 

charity.”  -John Wesley  
 

John Wesley taught that 
Christianity was essentially 
about love for God and neighbor, 
growing through the means of 
grace, and staying connected 
even when we “agree to 
disagree.”  His religious 
offspring, Methodism, is 
squarely traditional Christian 
practice; we believe in the virgin 

birth, the resurrection, the humanity and divinity of Christ, the Trinity and other things addressed in orthodoxy. 
As Methodists we hold the Bible in high authority under the lordship of Jesus Christ.  Scripture was inspired by 
the Holy Spirit, written by human hands, and codified by holy councils.  God is in all of it.  Wesley did not 
teach scriptural inerrancy and infallibility – he taught the importance of interpreting it faithfully through 
tradition, reason, and experience.  Our Articles of Religion state the Bible contains everything necessary for 
salvation. 
 
We faithful Methodists like to say we read the Bible through the lens of Christ, who fulfills the law and (as our 
Associate Pastor argues) makes the Pharisees mad.  To make sense out of the scriptures we read it through the 
person of Christ who loved every broken person he came across.  The only people Jesus scorned were the 
Pharisees who had lost sight of love because of religious rules based on their stiff interpretation of scripture.  
The Bible claims God is love, and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God (1 John 4:7). Therefore 
we believe it and seek to live it by following Jesus. 
 
Our denomination, the people of The United Methodist Church, agree on all these essential core beliefs.  But 
we are likely the most evenly widespread denomination in the United States – we have a longstanding tradition 
of diversity of thought which bears varied opinions on many cultural issues.  These issues have troubled our 
longing for unity, primarily, the issue of human sexuality but there are others.  The divisive nature of the issue 
has affected our conferences, our churches, and our clergy. 
 
Some of you have asked how the issue affects me.  Here is what I want you to know. I made a promise at 
ordination to be faithful to The United Methodist Church and uphold its discipline.  I have done so, and I plan 
to continue.  I follow The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church which insists that all people 
may participate fully in the ministries, sacraments, and programs of the church.  I would not officiate a same 
gender wedding, but I am steadfast about inclusiveness. It is the way of Jesus, and it is included in the vows I 
took.  There is no plan in the denomination that compels pastors to perform duties they are not comfortable 
performing, telling churches they have to do something inappropriate for their context, or constrains 
conferences from setting standards for ministry.  I respect that some will leave The United Methodist Church 
because of their convictions, but I will remain because of mine. 
 
Like me, the members of our church have also taken vows to be loyal to The United Methodist Church and 
support it.  We are the body of Christ.  I don’t have all the answers, but our divided culture needs a witness to 
love that transcends our differences, not giving in to the polarization of our times.  The United Methodist 
Church is not perfect, but it is home, and we find purpose here that transforms our broken world. 
 
Faithfully, 
 

Pastor Tom 
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Children and Family Ministry is having a great start to the school year through our Sunday night programs and 
preschool geared special events. Refer to the West Lawn App for more details on the October offerings, or 
contact Kelly Rismiller at 610-507-9141, kelly@westlawnumc.org. 
 

Tween Group (Grades 4-5) 
Sunday Nights: 6:00-7:30 PM 
October 9 
October 23 
November 13 
November 20 
December 11 
December 18 
 
Kids Club (Grades 2-3) 
Sunday Nights: 6:00-7:30 PM 
October 9 
October 23 
November 13 
November 20 
December 11 
December 18  

 
Kids Stay and Play 
Tuesday Nights: 6:30-8:30 PM 
Wednesday Nights: 6:15-8:30 PM 
 

While parents are onsite engaged in small groups, Bible studies, Young Adult ministries, or more, children of 
all ages are invited to stay and play upstairs in our preschool classrooms with our childcare team. Snacks are 
provided.  
 
Special Events and Mission 
Wednesday, October 19: 7:00 PM 
Spring Township Halloween Parade - Hop on the WL float! 
 

Sunday, October 30: 4:00 PM 
Trunk or Treat (At WLUMC) 
 

Sunday, November 20: 10:30 AM 
Family Event: Thanksgiving Theme (At WLUMC) 

 
Sunday, December 11: 10:30 AM 
Family Event: Christmas Container Workshop (At WLUMC) 

mailto:kelly@westlawnumc.org
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Safe Haven Lighthouse 
We are back together again, and we are having a great time!  We are pleased to have a lot of returning children this 
year.  We also appreciate all the retuning volunteers.  Without our team, we wouldn’t be able to serve so many 
children. 
 
We continue to use the Bible Studies for Life series.  The kids enjoy listening to the stories of Jesus and the 
activities that go along with the lessons.  We are also continuing with learning the Books of the Bible. Since it is 
still nice weather, we have been using the Gaga Ball Pit.  It’s a great outlet for the kids to use their energy before 
we come back inside.  If you’re around church at that time, you’ll hear us.  You’ll also hear, “Just one more game!” 
 
We are looking forward to our time together and we’ll let you know about our next adventure. 
 
Peace, 
 
Lori Madara and Bonnie Rissmiller 



Page 6 Invite, Embrace, Empower 

 

You're Welcome Here 
 
Here at our church we extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, divorced, widowed, gay, 
straight, filthy rich, comfortable, dirt poor, have lived here for decades, just moved in, or are passing on 
through. Whatever your background, nationality, or skin color, we don't care, you're welcome here. 
 
We extend a special welcome to those that are newly married, never married, married again, or married for 
longer than they can even remember… or choose to remember. We welcome families of all shapes and sizes, 
those with one child that is as quiet as a mouse, those with a whole basketball team, and parents with crying 
new-born babies. 
 
You’re welcome here if you can sing like John Coakley or Pat Kenna or if you can’t carry a note in a bucket. 
You’re welcome here if you’re ‘just browsing,’ just woke up or just got out of prison. Those that serve in our 
military or work in our community as first responders, you’re welcome here, too. We don’t care if you’re 
more Christian than the Bishop or if you haven’t been in church since your little nephew’s baptism. 
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet, and to teenagers who are 
growing up too fast. We welcome yoga moms, football dads, starving artists, tree-huggers, latte-sippers, 
vegetarians, junk-food eaters, and food connoisseurs. 
 
We welcome those who are in recovery or are still addicted. We welcome you if you’re having problems or 
you’re down in the dumps. We welcome you even if you don’t like ‘organized religion’ or you call yourself 
‘spiritual.’ 
 
If you blew all your money on the horses or the scratch-offs, you’re welcome here, too. We offer a welcome 
to those who work too hard, don’t work at all, can’t spell, or come just because grandma is in town, and she 
made you go to church. 
 
We welcome those who are inked, pierced or both. We offer a special welcome to those who could use a 
prayer right now, those that had religion shoved down their throat as a kid, or got lost on Penn Ave and wound 
up here by mistake.  
 
We welcome tourists, seekers and doubters, bleeding hearts, and all those at different locations on their own 
journey of faith. 
 
Progressives, traditionalists, compatibilists, non-compatibilists… come on in, we welcome you, too. There’s 
more than enough room in my Father’s house. 
 

You're Welcome Here 

Our next  

Inquirers’ Class  
will be offered on 

Sunday,  

November 6th  
at 12:30 PM  

in the  

HE-Brews Cafe.  

 

If you would like to know more about West Lawn 

Church, The United Methodist Church, or are in-

terested in uniting with this congregation, please 

call the church office to register and plan to attend 

this upcoming class. Pizza and drinks provided. 

United Women in Faith will meet on Tuesday, October 18 at 
11:30 am in the Hebrews Café. Pastor Chris Hardy will share 
about the ASP Mission trip to West Virginia this past summer. 
Join us for lunch and fellowship as we hear about this 
intergenerational trip from West Lawn UMC. 
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The next Wilson Area Food Pan-

try distribution will be on October 

21st from 3:00-5:00 PM in the 

WLUMC Community Center. Pre-

registration is preferred and can be 

scheduled by calling 484-525-

0980.   

 

Donations accepted weekdays in 

the church office. Thank you! 

Women's Book Club will meet Wednesday, October 12, at 7:00 pm in room 
201 in the Community Center to discuss The Resistance Women by Jennifer 
Chiaverini. November's book is Dear Edward by Ann Napolitano.  
 
New readers always welcome! Come join the discussion! To be added to the 
email list or for information please contact Donna Barnhart at dmbhart2 
@gmail.com or 610-678-7873. 

Why Stephen Ministry?? 
A question for which I don't know if I have an answer.  In 2002, I retired from my job.  I was a member at West 
Lawn and serving on a few committees, but not overly involved and suddenly had too much time on my hands.  I 
kept looking at things available at church and praying, but didn't feel nudged to any of them. Then in 2003, Pastor 
Sherry started talking about a program called Stephen Ministry.  When I talked with her about what we would need 
to do, I got stopped at “praying out loud” because I absolutely did not do that.  She said that the problem was I was 
praying for the people around me to hear and not to God!  I was afraid of what people would think of my prayers  
and I would need to pray with a care receiver??  She encouraged me to become a Stephen Minister and my fear of 
praying would change.  I did, and it did.   
 
Galatians 5: 22, Fruit of the Spirit, is a very large part of my life and being able to serve God and learn from others 
has been part of who I am.  Then in 2004 I also moved into Prison Ministry and prayed out loud all the time!  Why 
am I always amazed at what God can do when I know He is amazing? 
 
In late 2006, my mom had a stroke.  My parents lived with me and after three months, I brought mom home.  I had 
the sweetest mom God ever gave to a child, but with her round-the-clock care, after a few years I had to move away 
from Stephen Ministry.  I couldn't seem to take care of mom, my dad, myself and someone else too.  The Stephen 
Minister needed a Stephen Minister.   Momma died in 2015, but I didn't want to start caring for someone else 
again.  I was worn out!   
 
I hesitantly said “yes” to Pastor Lisa when she called a couple months ago to try and pull me out of retirement and 
back to Stephen Ministry.  God nudged, I went, and I am so glad I did.  I believe serving God and serving others is 
where God wants me.  The Fruit of the Spirit rings throughout the Stephen Ministry program at West Lawn, 
through its leaders, through its servants, and through the people we serve.  When God nudges you, just feel the fear 
and do it anyway, and I guess that is the answer as to why I am a Stephen Minister.  
 
 

    Linda McCrea  

mailto:dmbhart2@gmail.com
mailto:dmbhart2@gmail.com
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 All things autumn are here– pumpkin spice, school, and the return of  fall events 
and activities.  Many of our youth are stretched across sports, arts, music, scouting,  and 
any other club, team or group out there!  So it’s a blessing to have them back, or here 
for the first time for our youth activities at West Lawn UMC.  We have 14 Confirmation 
students for this year’s class and a bunch of new faces in our Middle School program.   
 We held a special first night titled “Nailed it!”  It’s based off the hilarious cake 
decorating show on Netflix.  People attempt these difficult designs, and it’s always a 
laugh to see how they didn’t quite nail it.  Our night’s theme was to give youth a place 
to try new things, and not be great at it.  So often in their lives they have to show up as 
the best– in the classroom they have to have straight As, on the field they have to be the 
star player, or 1st chair in music, be chosen for the solo, and on and on.  We had 5 activ-
ity choices, and gave them space to try and fail or try and succeed.  Either way, they 
were made to feel good about just trying.   
 The hope is that this attitude seeps into our community here at West Lawn.  How 
are they encouraging one another, and cheering each other on?  How are the providing a 
safe space, where you’re welcome, no strings attached?  Just as Jesus said, “Love your 
neighbor”, this is one small way the youth can create a community that puts those words 

into action.               -Trisha   

For info, contact: 
  Youth Pastor 
Trisha Rabold 

  610.678.5611 (O) 
  484.432.7808 (C) 
trisha@westlawn

umc.org  

Firehouse Youth 
October 2022   

(See App for more details)  
 

9/30-10/2– Middle School  
  Retreat 
10/9– Duncan’s Corn Maze 
 Trip 
10/16–6&7th SS, Confirma-
 tion Youth Group 6-8pm 
 
10/23–6&7th SS, Confirma
 tion Youth Group 6-8pm 
10/30-6&7th SS, Confirma-
tion Trunk or Treat 4-6pm 
 

Confirmation Class 2023 
We started a new year of Confir-
mation on Sept 11th. We traveled 
for our day long trip to Gretna 
Glen.  We didn’t let the rainy 

weather stop us, as we still spent 
time outside, playing games, 

learning about each other, and 
starting the faith journey.  Join us 

in praying for this group of  
students 
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Supporting Homeless Veterans 
 

Saturday, November 12, 2022 
Registration at 8am 

Race at 9am 
Gring’s Mill Recreation Area 

Featuring 
• Special breakfast to honor service members & first responders 

• Kids crafts 
• Music by DJ H Vidal 

• All fitness levels are encouraged to participate! 

Online registration preferred at https://www.pretzelcitysports.com/onlineform1.php?id=1681. Day of race 
registration will be available also. 
 

If your business is interested in being a race sponsor, please visit https://www.hopeforreading.org/services-2. 

 

West Lawn UMC is planning a Crafters 
Bazaar this Christmas season! If you 
are interested in helping promote and 
organize this event, scheduled to take 
place on Saturday, November 26, 
please contact Sharon Rutherford at 
610-468-9427. 
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If you are interested in 
scheduling a baptism or join-
ing the church, please con-
tact the church office at  

office@westlawnumc.org / 610-
678-5611 or one of the pastors. 

Dear West Lawn UMC, We are writing to thank you for your 
generous classroom donations as always we are so excited to 
partner with you on behalf of our community. 
The 4th grade team at Whitfield,  
Dave, Molly, Jennifer, Michael 

Delanie Skye Duffy 
Baptized 9/18/2022 

Mother: Colleen Duffy 

Alice M. Cutts 
8/26/1935—9/7/2022 

Shirley R. Carr 
5/24/1935—9/4/2022 

Joyce M. Shell 
5/9/1926 – 9/11/2022 

Colleen Duffy (joined 9/18/22) 
Please welcome Colleen Duffy. She and her daughter Delanie have been attending many events at WLUMC 
and always had a good time. They were looking for a church family and everyone was always so friendly it 
made them want to join. Colleen also has another daughter, Tori who is 25 and lives in the Philly area, as well 
as Delanie who is 11 and attends Wilson Virtual Academy. Colleen really enjoys doing family-oriented 
activities with Delanie. She also enjoys cooking and baking, loves to shop and is also a foster mom for the 
Animal Rescue League. She fosters kittens and is an admitted animal lover with many fur babies. 

Kevin Stodart and Diane Yarger (joined 9/18/22) 
Sister and brother, Diane Yarger & Kevin Stodart, are excited join their sister and brother-in-law Marilyn and 
Don Faughner as members of WLUMC. Diane lives in Sinking Spring with her husband James. They are both 
retired engineers. Diane likes to garden and is a member of the Garden Club of Reading. She also is a member 
of the Berks Art Alliance and likes to paint in watercolor and oils. In addition, she also enjoys sewing and 
baking and has a strong interest in local history and genealogy. She fueled that interest by editing a book 
titled “History of Clearfield County” that was published by the Clearfield County Historical Society and is in 
the PA State Library or available from the county. Kevin is also retired and was in the Army in the 1970’s. He 
enjoys music, electronics, and riding his motorcycle. 



Sunday Worship 

  8:00 am Traditional Worship 

  9:30 am Praise Worship 

11:00 am Traditional Worship 

11:10 am Community Worship 

15 Woodside Avenue 
West Lawn, PA 19609 

www.westlawnumc.org 
Phone: 610-678-5611 

*************** 
OUR PASTORS: 

Tom Ebersole 
Chris Hardy 

Terry Cooney 
Lisa Hoopes 
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Robert Orzechowski  
Emily Pumphrey-
Rohal  
Rodney Stamm  
Mikala Weikel  

 
OCTOBER 30 
Bruce Crabbs  
Benjamin Draper  
Steve Grill  
Christine Noecker  
Kim Pachuilo  
Terry Rismiller  
Todd Wagner  
Bethany Young  
Jessica Zeiner  
 
OCTOBER 31 
Jeanine McMillan  
Daryn Zeiner  

OCTOBER 7 
Mark Gillette  
Pat Goshert  
Sheri Rath  
Joyce Sipe  
Garry Slemmer  
Bradley Sweitzer  
Steven Whitney  
 
OCTOBER 8 
Jeffrey Achey  
Stewart Herbine  
Rebecca Pacifico  
 
OCTOBER 9 
Amy Ellis  
Jim Gallagher  
Jennifer Heilmann  
William Hughes  
Pat Kenna  
Allison Kreitz  
Christopher Schell  
Evan Schweitzer  
Louise Seifert  
Vicky Snyder  
 
OCTOBER 10 
Sherry Hushen  
 
OCTOBER 11 
Elsie Bell  
Emma Bittner  
Robert Bryan  
Maria Grill  
Jennifer High  
Jacob Leed  
Paul Myers  
Jeffrey Piscitello  
Helen Quade  
Griffin Stambaugh  
Troy Turner  
Malissa Young  
 
OCTOBER 12 
Christopher Cullen  
Daniel Eastman  
Steven Good  
Todd Snyder  
Johnathan Trout  
Alexander Trout  
Meghan White  

 
OCTOBER 13 
James Conroy  
Barbara Fisher  
Michael Normand  
Molly Vicari  
 
OCTOBER 14 
Sandra Keppley  
Beth Turner  
Marcia Zillhardt  

 
OCTOBER 15 
Amanda Baker  
Robert Bare  
Kimberlee Bortz  
Richard Eckroth  
Samantha Muir  
David Rathman  
Mark Shaner  
Hayden Young  
 
OCTOBER 16 
Jasmine Eastburn  
Cheryl Englehart  
Ralph Johnson  
Robert Rutherford  
Beverly Szymborski  
 
OCTOBER 17 
Kathryn Behrenshausen  
Pamela Berger  
Susan Chaffee  
Ken Coots  
Dorothy Kemp* 
Cynthia Slemmer  
 
OCTOBER 18 
Noah Carles  
Pamela Daniels  
Barbara Kauffman  
Megan Normand  
Kristopher Perez  
Kristopher Perez  
Kathy Sawlsville  
David Steinmetz  
David Stemler  
 
OCTOBER 19 
Jane Boylan  
Carol Brudereck  
Joseph Ferrara  
Ardell Matheson  
Harry Ramsey  
Doris Westley* 

 
OCTOBER 20 
Jason Brudereck  
Mi Jen Coatsworth  
McKellar McCloy  
Wendy Reinert  
Kaitlin Shupp  
Kaitlin Weaver  

 
OCTOBER 21 
Eileen Bare  
Charles Brackman  
Roger Broome  
Jennifer Grider  
Brittany Melnyk  
Daniel Pettinato  
Ethan Stemler  
Emma Swartz  

Allen Williams  
 
OCTOBER 22 
Robin Barnett  
Edward Chimenko  
Kim Gantert  
David Loose  
Victoria Mayhew  
Kayla Piccone  
Gerald Schoellkopf  
Dawn Troutman  
Mason Woolwine  
Alena Woolwine  
 
OCTOBER 23 
Maynard Koch  
Neal Lebo  
Allen Loos  
 
OCTOBER 24 
Meredith Donaldson  
Megan Evans  
Cheryl Greth  
Ariella Rivera  
Shelly Shaak  
 
OCTOBER 25 
Eugene Curry  
Luis Delgado  
 
OCTOBER 26 
Sylvia Boronski  
Daniel Dixon  
Albert Houston  
Laura Rhodes  
Kelly Shumaker  
Walter Woolwine  

 
OCTOBER 27 
Diana Braine  
Tammy Debelius  
Jennifer Quick  
Jeffrey Ricketts  
Jeremy Zaborowski  

 
OCTOBER 28 
Erika Bentz  
Jeffrey Folk  
Stephanie Mays  
Barbara Messner  
Susanne Paull  
Corbin Rittle  

 
OCTOBER 29 
Prince Antwi  
Kathy Beard  
Michael Brightbill  
Lauren Chubb  
Amaya Evans  
Jennifer Fry  
Elizabeth McGarrigle  
Andrew Moyer  

*Linda Miller 
Country Meadows,  
Apt 246 
1801 Tulpehocken Rd 
Wyomissing, PA   19610 
 
*Ruth Burkhart 
Keystone Villa-
Fleetwood 
501 Hoch Rd, Rm 333 
Blandon, PA   19510 
 
*Doris Westley 
Green Hills Manor,  
Rm 324 
10 Tranquility Ln 
Shillington, PA 19607 
 
*Dorothy Kemp 
2402 Laurel Rd 
West Lawn, PA 19609 

OCTOBER 1 
Stacey Hughes  
Cathy Jacobs  
Frank Piscitello  
Robert Rauenzahn  
Broderic Shipe  
Candis Siatkowski  
Craig Snyder  
Rick Unger  
Sylvia Zimmerman  
 
OCTOBER 2 
William Barrick  
Terrence Cescon  
Stephanie Conner  
Mandy Kieffer  
Zachary Mellinger  
Toni Ortenzi  
John Sheperak  
Harry Stiller  
Daniel Surgeoner  
 
OCTOBER 3 
Richard Buchanan  
Bryan Focht  
Betty Johnson  
Linda Miller* 
Abigail Wartluft  
 
OCTOBER 4 
Ruth Burkhart* 
Kim Clarkson  
Taylor Dallas  
Jennifer Fuhrer  
Kimberly Loeper  
William Tschop  
William Ulrich  
Tyler Wise  
 
OCTOBER 5 
Rachel Auman  
Cynthia Dierolf  
George Gadebusch  
J. Hart  
Sabrina Kramer  
Ryan Malia  
Mark Mayhew  
Mark Rothenberger  
Shellie Rutolo  
Michele Unger  
 
OCTOBER 6 
Karen Chimenko  
Scott Goetz  
Keith Hertzog  
Kristen Lutz  
Lauren Moyer  
Kim Paolini  
Christopher Schoellkopf  
Nancy Stamm  
Zachary Wyrick  
 

If we have 
inadvertently forgotten 
your birthday, please 

contact the office. 


