
HOW TO: AN INTRODUCTION 

“For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic principles 

of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food, for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of 

righteousness, since he is a child.”   

-  Hebrews 5:12 

 Becoming an adult is not something that happens overnight. In my middle school years, I 

wanted nothing more than to be done with school and start adult life. In order to be seen as an 

adult, I did all that I could to act like one. I changed my hairstyle to a slicked down side part. I 

started using words like “therefore” and “nevertheless” in lunchroom conversations. I started 

asking my peers existential questions like, “what is the meaning of your life?” Ultimately, my quest 

for adulthood culminated in changing out my wardrobe for that of a 53 year old loan officer. For 

some reason, an eighth grader who dresses and acts like a middle aged man isn’t the most popular 

kid in school. Who could have imagined that? But my problems didn’t stop there. To my surprise, I 

wasn’t initiated into the adult club, either. In my effort to become an adult, I found myself in 

between places of belonging.  Though I dressed the part, I didn’t accomplish adulthood. What I 

accomplished was an identity problem. Becoming an adult doesn’t happen quickly, and it is not 

achieved by simply dressing the part. My middle school attempts at adulthood were superficial, 

surface level. I might have looked the part, but I didn’t understand maturity. 

 Sadly, most churches produce these types of Christians. We invite young students into our 

Wednesday night ministries, feed them sugar to wind them up, play games to wind them down, 

and then share the Gospel with them. To God’s glory and credit, some of these students hear the 

Gospel with soened hearts and place their faith in Jesus. Then, obediently these students are 

baptized in the “name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, buried with Christ in baptism, 

and raised to walk in newness of life.” To continue their discipleship process, we send them right 

back into the same Wednesday night ministries. If we’re really diligent, we might even give these 
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new converts a book to read through. Through our lack of (admittedly, my own lack of) 

intentionality, we produce Christians that look the part, but have no idea what it means to follow 

Jesus. They are “raised to walk in newness of life” but wearily crawl forward, never standing up, 

never taking their first steps. This lack of discipleship produces nominal Christianity which 

plagues the North American church. Students in our ministries graduate from high school, leave 

our youth groups, then go off to college to find freedoms they haven’t experienced before. If these 

students haven’t spiritually matured throughout high school, we are throwing them to the wolves 

with no defense. It is a long, difficult race forward when crawling on your hands and knees. 

 These ideas are certainly not new. There has been a great push in recent years for 

intentional discipleship in North American churches, to God’s glory. Many churches now have 

pastors specifically tasked with the discipleship of their congregants (our church has Pastor 

Brandon for this, praise God). There are many great trainings and discipleship programs available 

to Christians which help bring them into deeper relationship with Jesus. While in high school, I 

was eternally impacted by this discipleship movement. My youth pastor taught me how to read the 

Bible, met with me weekly, pushed me into prayer, and showed me the beauty of intimacy with 

Christ. I had grown up in a Christian home, was saved at a very early age, and had wonderful 

parents who read the Word to me regularly. But it wasn’t until high school that I was intentionally 

trained to know Jesus personally. At that point, God began to sanctify me rapidly, and life hasn’t 

been the same since.  

 By consuming “spiritual milk”, we are strengthening ourselves to take our first steps. We are 

providing nutrients to our arms and legs to push ourselves upright. The days of battered hands 

and knees will give way to sturdy feet. But this won’t happen without intentionality. As we mature, 

we must intentionally walk young Christians through the basics of spiritual milk that they may run 

the race alongside us. By showing young Christians how to read the Bible, how to pray, how to 

worship, how to participate in the church, and how to share their faith, we are providing them 

opportunity to go from crawling to walking, from milk to solid foods. Without these basic steps 

taking place, converts will stay static, occasionally picking up on things that they can use along the 
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way. Instilling these tools in the lives of young Christians will equip them to be satisfied in Christ. 

These tools help sanctify, help comfort, and help mature new believers to run the long race set 

before them. 

Life is Hard 

 During World War II, the American military was faced with its greatest challenge to date. 

Thousands of young men volunteered to fight for the allied cause, leaving their families, towns, 

and comforts behind. Prior to the attack of Pearl Harbor, the United States was not prepared with 

enough trained soldiers to send into combat. Aer the attack in December of 1941, the young men 

of the United States realized the great need for soldiers, said goodbye to their families, and filled 

the recruiting stations. Needing soldiers quickly, many branches of the United States military 

decreased their time allotted for basic training in order to have boots on the ground across the 

world. The Navy, for instance, decreased their boot camp from eight weeks to just three. This did 

allow for the quick deployment of soldiers, but did not properly train these men for combat. Sadly,  

many soldiers were killed without ever firing a shot. What the military learned from World War II 

was that, when faced with the horror of combat, soldiers revert back to their highest level of 

training. Soldiers did not become superhuman in the face of combat, but acted in response to 

their training. For some, this meant great success, for others, great tragedy.  

 This rule of reverting back to training applies across the board. Police officers face 

rigorous training in order to deal with their everyday circumstances at a high level. Pre-marital 

counseling takes place so that when conflicts arise, both parties are able to navigate the issue in a 

loving way. Elementary schools practice tornado drills so that, if the need arises, they are prepared 

to seek shelter in an efficient way. The science is sound. We will, when faced with high levels of 

stress, revert back to our highest level of training. While living on this side of eternity, we will 

experience the effects of sin. This means that difficulties will come, tragedies will strike, 

temptations will rise up against us, and Satan will scratch and claw at us in an attempt to lead us 

astray. When these difficulties strike, how are Christians to run to God and rely on Him in faith? 
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Do they know how to cry out to Him in prayer? Do they know how to read their Bibles to discern 

His will? Do they know how to rely on their fellow believers? It must become a priority to train up 

our brothers and sisters with spiritual milk that they may grow strong, able to respond to life’s 

difficulties.  

 It must become a priority to show our brothers and sisters how to crawl, then walk, then 

run in this race. While this prioritization may seem daunting, we can face this challenge with 

confidence knowing that this is God’s will. He desires for His people to know Him, and know Him 

intimately. He gave us His Word that we may see Him, opening our eyes to His beauty and 

holiness.  May we disciple others with boldness, believing the words of God found in Jeremiah, “If 

you seek me, you will find me, when you search for me with all your heart.”  
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HOW TO: READING THE BIBLE 

“For the Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of the 

soul and of spirit, of joint and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”   

- Hebrews 4:12 

 Can we be authentic for a moment? The Bible is long. Really long. It isn’t written like Diary 

of a Wimpy Kid. There are many things in those pages that are difficult for our brains to understand. 

In our modern way of thinking, there are wild stories that feel barbaric, brutal. Being more 

authentic, most of us don’t even like to read. Reading a long Instagram comment is exhausting. We 

scroll through Tik-Tok videos with microscopic attention spans because it is easiest, most 

convenient. Recognizing where our culture is, why do we expect our newly converted brothers and 

sisters to pick up their Bibles and read without teaching them how to do it? Why do we expect 

them to read the Bible when they don’t understand what it is? While there is a God-given desire to 

seek Him aer we repent and believe, training and instruction is still essential for new converts to 

properly read the Bible. When we come to understand that picking up the Bible means hearing 

from the creator of all things, our hearts are humbled and our minds are le longing. When we are 

properly able to interpret these words, our lives are dramatically changed, sanctified, and 

strengthened. No words are more beautiful, more convicting, more powerful, and more 

transformational than the words of God written on the pages of the Bible. Even in this modern 

world in which readers are scarce, God opens the eyes of His people to His Word and creates 

attitudes resembling the words of David, “for your word is my delight.” 

What is the Bible?  

 The Bible is the collection of God’s words written by inspired people so that men would 

know their creator. Put more simply, the Bible is God revealing Himself to men. Of the roughly 

750,000 words in the Bible, each one is inspired from God Himself. These words have been 
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passed down, copied, and translated for thousands of years so that we may hear from God today. 

Monks and scribes throughout history devoted their whole lives to the advancement of Scripture, 

ever mindful of their posterity, so all generations may accurately read the words of God. 

Comprised of 66 different books written over the span of hundreds of years, each word thrusts 

forward a Gospel thread culminating in the revelation of all things made new in Christ. Though 

written through many years with many different authors, God inspires the Gospel message to be 

sewn into each book with the utmost harmony. If we are to know who God is, who we are, and why 

we breathe oxygen, we must seek God’s words in the Bible.  

 When reading and studying books, it is beneficial to know about the author. If you know 

who the author is, you might find their material to be more trustworthy, impactful, or 

understandable. For instance, you might fall deeper into “For Whom the Bell Tolls” when you 

understand Ernest Hemingway’s adventures throughout Spain in the late 1930’s. The story gains 

credence knowing Hemingway’s experience in the Spanish Civil War, in which he witnessed 

firsthand the tragedies of warfare. Readers become more deeply invested in the authenticity of the 

story by knowing this information about Hemingway. This same principle is true of the Bible, in 

that it is essential to understand Biblical authorship. Our faith in these words is increased through 

the understanding of Biblical inspiration. So, with that in mind, who wrote the Bible?  

 The Bible was written by many different human authors over the span of many years. The 

one major commonality that defines all Biblical authorship is divine inspiration. God Himself 

inspired each author. This does not mean that these men dictated God’s words verbatim, though 

this did happen occasionally. These men wrote with their own hands, with their own words and 

experiences in mind, through the inspiration of God. God revealed Himself to these men, these 

men transcribed their inspired messages onto paper (be those narratives, letters, poems, or 

prophecies), and by God’s grace these words endured through the generations. As time went on, 

certain books were inspired to be included in the Bible, while other pieces of uninspired work were 

deemed to be le out. This process of canonization was not one of controversy, because most 

early Christians agreed as to which books and letters were apostolic and inspired.  
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 Behind every word in the Bible, though, is God’s very breath. 1 Timothy tells us that “all 

Scripture is breathed out by God”, and this isn’t limited to Old Testament texts. Writers of New 

Testament letters were aware of their divine authority, not as their own words, but as inspired 

words of God. For instance, in 1 Corinthians 14, Paul says, “the things  I am writing to you are a 

command of the Lord. If anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized.” Because these words are 

inspired, breathed out by God, they hold authority. These words are to be recognized as if God is 

standing in front of us, audibly speaking. The words of God are powerful, and the way in which we 

may know Him is found exclusively in His Word. We know who God is through His self-disclosure, 

and God has chosen to disclose Himself in the form of His written word, the Bible. While men may 

read these words simply as ancient texts of myth, this misunderstanding of authorship makes a 

fool of the man. Recognizing the Bible’s proper authorship brings humility to the reader, knowing 

these are not merely historical words of men, but the self-disclosure of the creator of all things. 

 Not only does the Bible contain the words of God Himself, but it is also “living and active”. 

This means that as we read, recognizing the Bible’s divine authorship, we are actively hearing from 

the living God. These words are moving, they are changing lives, the submission to them is freeing 

souls from the bondage of sin, and the Word of God is spreading throughout the world. Ancient 

texts like Homer’s ‘The Odyssey’ are dead texts. There is no saving power, no living god speaking, 

no divine conviction or comfort taking place. The same is true for other religious texts, like the 

Quran or the Vedas. Only the words of the one true God are living and active, capable of piercing 

the hearts of men and bringing the dead to life. Only the words of the one true God are actively 

transforming hearts of stone to hearts of flesh. Only the Bible reveals the Gospel, and only the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ can save souls.  

 What many fail to recognize is that reading the Bible is a great luxury, one that is 

uncommon in the grand scope of the church’s history. During the days of the early church, texts 

and scrolls were scarce. Each word had to be hand copied and transcribed, so access was limited. 

As time went on, access became easier, but the Bible wasn’t translated into the common tongues 

of the church-goer. Leaders of the Roman Catholic Church refused to allow the translation of 
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Scripture from Latin into the languages of the churchgoers. The Reformation (and the Gutenberg 

Press) drastically changed this, and the Bible became attainable. Though attainable, low levels of 

literacy allowed for pastors and overseers to mislead their flocks for personal gain, since most 

parishioners couldn’t read. Even though the Bible was in circulation, most simply weren’t able to 

understand it. But now, in these days of high literacy and digital access, Christians are able to see 

and hear the life-changing words of God. For large parts of the Christian world (not all, sadly), the 

Bible has never been more available and understandable. But to our discredit, most Christians 

don’t know how to begin reading. While this is an accurate assessment of the Western church, 

there is still room for hope. Great hope.  

How to Read the Bible 

 Let’s get started! When beginning, a common question is which translation to use. While 

some translations are more accurate to the original language and to be preferred (ESV, NASB, 

CSB, etc.), choose one that you can understand. A pastor friend of mine says oen, “The best 

version of the Bible is the one that you will actually pick up and read.” Simply choose a version that 

you will read, that you’ll be able to understand. For most, the KJV will be confusing in comparison 

to the NIV. While some versions are more accurate than others, simply choose the version that you 

are best able to understand. Don’t get caught up in the confusion. Most Biblical scholars and 

seminarians would read this advice and cringe, but there is nothing more useless than the best 

version le on the shelf. If the version you can read best is the NIV, do it! The most important thing 

is that you are actively seeking to hear from God in His Word.  

 Now that you have the book in front of you, how do you read it? Is it simply to be read as if 

it were the textbook to “Christianity 101”? Knowing that the Bible is alive, that its authorship is 

divine, and that by reading the Bible you are hearing from the Creator Himself, I would propose 

this first step: pray. We will talk more about prayer in the future, but for now it is enough to know 

one simple prayer. Each time that you go to read God’s word, ask Him, “God, please open my 

mind to understand and my heart to receive your truth.” Ask Him, “Show me what I need to see as I 
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go to your word.” Any prayer like this will work, as we humbly ask God to reveal His truths to us. 

Our first step to approaching God’s word should always be in the attitude of the Psalmist, “I am 

your servant; give me understanding, that I may know your testimonies.” If we read the Bible as a 

textbook, not acknowledging the author or His Spirit, we might learn about the history of the 

world, but our hearts won’t be changed. We won’t know God more deeply or intimately. By tuning 

our hearts in short, simple prayers, we are opening ourselves up for His Words to come in. God’s 

will for each of us is that we may know Him, and He is faithful to reveal Himself to those who seek 

Him with their whole hearts. We will know only what He discloses, so ask Him to disclose Himself 

to you.  

The Three Question Method 

 Aer you’ve asked for His disclosure, it’s time to hear from Him. I would recommend 

starting your reading in one of the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), which are easier for 

beginning Christians to read. These books are written in narrative (or story) style, and they 

describe the life of Jesus while He lived on the earth. You can begin with chapter one, verse one, 

and read as long as you’d like. Sometimes I read many chapters at once, other times just a few 

verses. Read along slowly, deeply engaging with the stories and conversations that are being 

explained. It might be helpful to read through your passage two or three times, making sure that 

you’re truly hearing the words on the page. Aer you’ve studied through and deeply read the 

passage, I love to ask these three questions of the text, the three question method. First, what 

does this passage tell me about God? Second, what does this passage tell me about people? Third, 

how can I obey God from this? Let’s go through a passage together, applying the three question 

method to the study of the text. 

“Jesus went on from there and walked beside the Sea of Galilee. And he went up on the mountain and sat 

down there. And great crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute, 

and many others, and they put them at his feet, and he healed them, so that the crowd wondered, when they 
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saw the mute speaking, the crippled healthy, the lame walking, and the blind seeing. And they glorified the 

God of Israel.” 

Matthew 15:29-31 

 What does this passage tell us about God? There could be a few answers to this question, 

but specifically this: Jesus is accessible. From this passage we see that Jesus allows the sick, the 

unwell, the broken, and the outcasts of society into His presence that He may heal them. They 

didn’t have to make an appointment, and they didn’t have to worry about their appearances. This 

passage leads me to think of my wife and her job as a nurse. Daily she sees people in their lowest 

and ugliest moments. Oen these sick people are unable to care for themselves, and their 

condition leads their attitudes to be very poor. Physically unable to live as they want, their hearts 

are downcast and depressed. These are the types of people that Jesus opens Himself up to all day 

long. He never tires of them. He is accessible. From this passage, we don’t have to think very hard 

to come to this conclusion. We could have also concluded from His healings that Jesus is 

powerful. Both of these answers, the accessibility of Jesus and the power of Jesus, could have 

answered our first question. By reading the text, we simply see that Jesus is accessible and 

powerful, thus God is accessible and powerful.  

 Secondly, what does this passage teach us about man? The most obvious answer to this 

question is that people need to be healed. The people sought Jesus out because they had problems 

they couldn’t fix. There were important issues taking place in their lives that needed the attention 

of the healer. These people realized their need for outside help that they couldn’t provide for 

themselves. These needs go beyond physical problems and sicknesses. The deepest need that we 

have is the sin that plagues our lives. We are sinful people, each born into the nature that was 

passed down to us from Adam. Our best efforts to relieve this issue of sin will not help our 

problem. We can’t fix the sin that is inside of us, but Jesus can. Not only did the people in this 

story need healing from physical ailments, but they needed healing from sin. We are no different 

today.  
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 Finally, how can we obey from this passage? What is God asking us to do in response? 

Well, knowing that Jesus is accessible and powerful to save, knowing that we need healing, we 

must go to Him for our needs. This passage shows the example of people seeing their personal needs 

and responding by taking them to Jesus. If we are in need of anything, our first option is Jesus. If I 

need forgiveness, I go to Him. If I need peace of mind, I go to Him. If I need physical healing, I go 

to Him. We can obey God’s Word by taking all of our needs and placing them at the feet of Jesus, 

the accessible savior. Obedience to this Biblical command brings peace, confidence, and 

assurance in our lives.  

 Now, let’s try the three question method to a verse from a New Testament letter to see how 

it translates from narrative to instruction.  

“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that 

we should walk in them.” 

Ephesians 2:10 

 What does this verse teach us about God? To begin, it shows us that God is the creator who 

sets the purpose for each person. God creates and forms every single person. Not only that, but 

God has a specific purpose for each person, in which He decides what that purpose is. The 

creation doesn’t define its purpose, the creator defines the creation’s purpose. For God to be the 

creator of every person with purpose in mind, God must be powerful and intentional. He has the 

power and ability to create and form life from nothing. Try as we might, humanity is unable to 

create life from nothing. God is the source of all creation, and God is the creator of each and every 

person walking the earth. So what does this verse teach us about people? Well, it shows that we 

are created to do good works. We weren’t created that we may sin and produce evil, though that is 

what most of us do. We were created by God for the purpose of doing good works to other men. 

So, leading right into our obedience from this verse, we should be going about the business of 
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doing good works to the glory of God. We can obey this verse by repenting from our sinful actions 

that cause evil and pain, and turn into the obedience of doing good in the sight of God. See how 

easy the three question method is?  

 Using these three questions, we are able to take more from the passage than common head 

knowledge. The goal of Scripture isn’t simply knowledge, but the producing of obedience and 

intimacy. By asking these questions, we are led to obedience that is applicable to our daily lives. 

They are to be put into practice through submission to the word of God. These questions might 

be challenging for new Christians to answer at first, but through daily devotion will become more 

natural. Through the application of these questions into daily Bible reading, new Christians are 

equipped to read and comprehend the Word on a basic level. The more we practice, the better we 

will become at understanding and applying God’s Word. Not only do the questions force us to 

think deeply about the text, but they lead us to a point of obedience to the Word. Though new to 

the faith, these tools will enable new Christians to become intimately acquainted with God. 

 I am aware that there are many more ways to study the Bible, and other methods would 

produce deeper and more accurate interpretations of the Scriptures. There are context studies, 

Hebrew and Greek word studies, cross-textual analyses, and many more tools that increase our 

ability to interpret Scripture. But, for new believers, these complex methods of hermeneutics 

aren’t attainable. For young Christians in middle school, the three question method begins their 

relationship with God’s Word and begins the process of growth needed to move on to next steps. 

Remember, adulthood and spiritual maturity doesn’t happen overnight. It takes years of 

intentionally seeking to know God on a deeper level, increasing in knowledge and obedience. The 

three question method will begin this process of Biblical study that will help the new Christian 

take steps toward spiritual maturity. When hard times come (and they will), we can run to God’s 

Word with the ability to understand and apply it to our lives.  

 Putting it all together, find a Bible that you will read (preferably ESV, CSB, or NASB), pray 

that God would open your eyes to what He wants you to see, read the passage deeply, and apply 

the three question method to the text. Aer this is completed, simply do what it says. James 1:22 
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says, “Do not merely listen to the word and so deceive yourselves, do what it says.” Ultimately, our 

submission to the Word of God reveals how we view its author. Our submission to the Bible shows 

we love, respect, and honor the God of all creation. By rejecting, ignoring, and disobeying the 

Word, we reveal ourselves to be indifferent towards God. This indifference leads us, as Revelation 

tells us, to be rejected by God in the end. Jesus tells us that if we love Him, we will keep His 

commands. This requires us to 1) know His commands and 2) respond appropriately. By applying 

these steps in daily Bible reading, you will live a life of obedience to God, revealing your love for 

Him and His words, ever growing in spiritual maturity.  

Wrapping it Up 

 In the midst of the practical, it is important to remember that we read the Bible for one 

main reason: to know God deeply and intimately. At the end of the day, Jesus simply wants us to 

pursue Him, to know Him. Jesus wants our hearts to be deeply in love with Him, and we grow in 

love as we grow in knowledge of Him. The more we see of Him, the more we love Him. As we see 

His beauty, power, love, holiness, righteousness, and mystery we will fall deeper in love with Him. 

In order to see Him, in order to truly gaze at the Creator, we must seek Him in His Word. If our 

chief goal in life is to glorify God by pursuing intimacy with Him, the only place we can turn to 

accomplish this task is the Bible. Naturally, as our eyes are opened to Him through the Word, our 

hearts will grow in affection. We don’t read to impress God, impress our peers, or to gain simple 

head knowledge. These things are fleeting and meaningless. We can’t impress God by our efforts, 

because our righteousness is filthy rags in comparison to His glory. Our job is to simply pursue 

deep relationship with Him. Just as Mary sat at the feet of Jesus while Martha was “distracted in 

serving”, may we be distracted and mesmerized by the grandeur of God through His Word, falling 

deeper in love with the Creator. I pray that these tools provided to you will allow you and those 

you disciple to see God clearly through His Word and obey from a heart of love.  
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DAILY BIBLE STUDY GUIDE 

 Day 1: Luke 4:1-13     Day 16: Luke 6:20-23 

 Day 2: Luke 4:14-15     Day 17: Luke 6:24-26 

 Day 3: Luke 4:16-30     Day 18: Luke 6:27-36 

 Day 4: Luke 4:31-37     Day 19: Luke 6:37-42 

 Day 5: Luke 4:38-41     Day 20: Luke 6:43-45 

 Day 6: Luke 4:42-44     Day 21: Luke 6:46-49 

 Day 7: Luke 5:1-11     Day 22: Luke 7:1-10 

 Day 8: Luke 5:12-16     Day 23: Luke 7:11-17 

 Day 9: Luke 5:17-26     Day 24: Luke 7:18-35 

 Day 10: Luke 5:27-32     Day 25: Luke 7:36-50 

 Day 11: Luke 5:33-39     Day 26: Luke 8:1-3 

 Day 12:  Luke 6:1-5     Day 27: Luke 8:4-8 

 Day 13: Luke 6:6-11     Day 28: Luke 8:9-15 

 Day 14: Luke 6:12-16     Day 29: Luke 8:16-21 

 Day 15: Luke 6:17-19     Day 30: Luke 8:22-25 

Daily Bible Study Steps 

1. Pray that God would open your eyes, ears, and heart to His word.  

2. Read the day’s text slowly, soaking in the words. 

3. Ask the following questions and write out their answers in a notebook: 

1. What does this passage show me about God? 

2. What does this passage show me about humanity? 

3. How can I obey God from this passage? 

4. Pray a prayer of thankfulness for God and His Word.  
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One major reason for this lack of maturity is our attitude toward the Gospel. We might study the 

Gospel in great depth, understanding ideas like atonement, original sin, or justification, while 

never putting these Gospel truths into our daily lives. We see the Gospel as valuable for salvation, 

but not for sanctification. We see the Gospel as valuable for evangelism, but not for the mature 

Christian’s daily walk. The error in this is realized very quickly. As soon as we sin, as soon as we fail 

to achieve what we desire, we experience thoughts of condemnation. If we have not been living 

lives saturated with daily Gospel, we will struggle to deal with these condemning thoughts. We will 

begin to believe, very subtly, that we must earn God’s favor. Or consider the Christian who has 

been wronged by a brother or sister. As soon as bitterness begins to take root in their minds, it can 

spread like wildfire. We are unable to forgive each other, we are unable to see our own sin, if we 

aren’t daily reminding ourselves of what we have been saved from. Only by living rooted in the 

Gospel will we be able to overcome. Only by living rooted in the Gospel will we mature.  

 If we are not equipping young Christians (newly converted Christians) to live continually 

in the Gospel, then we are setting them up for lifelong childhood. Only through a Gospel lens will 

be be able to participate in the church, grow intimate with Christ, live generously, or love God and 

His people.
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