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YOU ARE WELCOME HERE! 
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a 
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 
You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request, the 
yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you would 
like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 
WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 
RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
  
In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar 
rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored, and 
Grape Juice is dark; they are received via individual cups in the trays. The Common Cup is available for 
anyone who wishes. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is 
available, please indicate to the server that you require this. Also, if you unable to come up to the altar, let 
the usher know so that pastor can bring communion to you. 
 
COVID Procedure Update  
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship.  Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout 
the service, you are of course welcome to do so.  Masks are not required for singing but suggested.   

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

   
PRELUDE          Prelude in A Minor                  J.S. Bach 
        
WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, 
or if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (backside of the 
Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for Communion: 
light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/cracker/tortilla and a cup 
for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Come, worship the God of all Creation.  
We gather to praise the Creator, the continuous source of   
all living things.  
Come, worship our God who breathes life into being.  
We praise the Creator who fashions the forests, whose   
trees clean the air of this world.  
Come, worship our God who forms life out of soil.  
We praise the Creator whose land brings nourishment.  
Come, worship our God who receives our lament in the  wilderness.  
We praise the Creator whose Son brings healing to all Creation.  
Come, worship our God who sends waters flowing with life.  
We praise the Creator whose baptism unites us to be one   
in the Body of Christ with all Creation.  

 
CONFESSION  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who so loves the world and all who live in it. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God, one another, and all of creation. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection.  

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Reconciling God,  
we harm ourselves, one another, and your creation with our sin and selfishness. We 
treat others and all of nature as if they exist only to serve our wants and needs. We 
trample your people and your wild places, and pollute your waters. Forgive us, 
loving God. Remind us of the covenant you made with the whole Earth, and teach 
us to trust your promise to make all things new. Amen.  
 
Christ, who was buried into the soil of the Earth and raised up to new life, + forgives 
you all your sin. Freed from your burdens, the Holy Spirit equips you to join God’s 
healing work in the world.  
Amen.  
 
GATHERING HYMN ELW #835   All Creatures, Worship God Most High! 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
O Lord, maker of all things, you planted the trees of the Earth and raised them up to give 
the breath of life for all creatures. As your Son was lifted up on the tree bringing new life 
to all Creation, stir us by your Spirit to protect the world you have made. We join the 
forests in praising you, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.  
 
 

WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level 
and voice, which may vary from the printed texts. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children come forward for a time together. 
 
READING: Genesis 2: 4-22 
As God formed Creation and breathed life into being, humanity is entrusted with the cultivation of God’s 
abundant blessings. 

 
In the day that the Lord GOD made the earth and the heavens, 5when no plant of the field 
was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up — for the Lord GOD had 
not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till the ground; 6but a stream 
would rise from the earth, and water the whole face of the ground — 7then the Lord 
GOD formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life; and the man became a living being. 8And the Lord GOD planted a garden in 
Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he had formed. 9Out of the ground the 
Lord GOD made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the 
tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil. 
      10A river flows out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it divides and becomes 
four branches. 11The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one that flows around the whole 
land of Havilah, where there is gold; 12and the gold of that land is good; bdellium and 
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onyx stone are there. 13The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one that flows 
around the whole land of Cush. 14The name of the third river is Tigris, which flows east 
of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 
      15The Lord GOD took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep 
it. 16And the Lord GOD commanded the man, "You may freely eat of every tree of the 
garden; 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 
day that you eat of it you shall die." 
      18Then the Lord GOD said, "It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make 
him a helper as his partner." 19So out of the ground the Lord GOD formed every animal 
of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would 
call them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 20The 
man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; 
but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. 21So the Lord GOD caused a 
deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up 
its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the Lord GOD had taken from the man he made 
into a woman and brought her to the man. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM 96: 1-13 
 1O sing to the LORD a new song; 
 sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
 2Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 
 tell of his salvation from day to day. 
 3Declare his glory among the nations, 
 his marvelous works among all the peoples. 
 4For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 
 he is to be revered above all gods. 
 5For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 
 but the LORD made the heavens. 
 6Honor and majesty are before him; 
 strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 
 7Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 
 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
 8Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
 bring an offering, and come into his courts. 
 9Worship the LORD in holy splendor; 
 tremble before him, all the earth. 
 10Say among the nations, "The LORD is king! 
 The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved. 
 He will judge the peoples with equity." 
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 11Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
 let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
 12let the field exult, and everything in it. 
 Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 
 13before the LORD; for he is coming, 
 for he is coming to judge the earth. 
 He will judge the world with righteousness, 
 and the peoples with his truth. 
 
READING: Acts 10: 34-42 
Paul notes that “they put [Jesus] to death by hanging him on a tree” (v. 39). Trees have been used as 
instruments of torture and death throughout human history. However, Paul proclaims that the resurrection 
brings new life to all. 

 
34Then Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: "I truly understand that God 
shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace 
by Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in 
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised 
him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were 
chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 
dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained 
by God as judge of the living and the dead. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 
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HOLY GOSPEL:  John 3: 1-17 
Nicodemus comes to Jesus and has his entire viewpoint of faith reoriented according to a new way of 
understanding God’s grace and mercy. Entering into a Season of Creation, we come to Jesus who 
reorients OUR thinking about the environment according to the same grace and mercy of God. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; 
for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God." 3Jesus 
answered him, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being 
born from above." 4Nicodemus said to him, "How can anyone be born after having grown 
old? Can one enter a second time into the mother's womb and be born?" 5Jesus answered, 
"Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water 
and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do 
not be astonished that I said to you, 'You must be born from above.' 8The wind blows 
where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from 
or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit." 9Nicodemus said to 
him, "How can these things be?" 10Jesus answered him, "Are you a teacher of Israel, and 
yet you do not understand these things? 
      11Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; 
yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do 
not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has 
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And 
just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
      16For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
      17Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #861  When Long before Time 
The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
 

PRAYERS 
Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation, 
and the needs of our neighbors. 
A brief silence. 
God of life, you tend to your creation as a loving gardener. Renew the earth by your 
Spirit, that trees and forests reveal your majesty and lead us in praise. Challenge us to 
live humbly and gently as part of your world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God of steadfast love, renew the earth by your Spirit, that lands and oceans reveal the 
beauty of your creation. Challenge us to live humbly and peaceably as part of your 
world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God of patience, lead those who govern to hold fast to what is good. Guide them to 
show honor to the people in their care. Overcome evil in all nations and grant peace to 
peoples and places mired in conflict. Thankful for the peace that has grown in Benin, 
Ivory Coast, and Togo, we pray for their land, people, and churches, that your mercy 
and justice might be shown for all.  Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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God of deliverance, remember all who are suffering, lonely, and in pain. Liberate your 
people being insulted, persecuted, or in the grasp of the ruthless. Give endurance to workers 
who persevere on this Labor Day and insure fair wages and safe working environments. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God of justice, equip this congregation to boldly follow you in uncertain times and to remain 
faithful in prayer when facing challenges. Show us how best to love and care for one another 
and our communities. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
God of glory, we give thanks for Peter Claver and all the saints who now dwell with you in 
splendor. Nurture us faith until the day we join their heavenly song. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, 
trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those 
in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with 
one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through 
the participation and support of its members and guests.  Because offerings 
are never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts 
with Compass International Family Center, Valparaiso  http://compassIFC.org 
and 66th Synod Endowment Fund - “Lutherans for Black Lives”                       
https://www.facebook.com/66thSynod  
  If you wish to give electronically, browse to our secure on-line portal at            
clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
OFFERTORY        For the Beauty of the Earth               Burkhardt 
 
 
 
 

http://compassIFC.org
https://www.facebook.com/66thSynod
https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

Loving Creator,  
all Creation comes from you – forests, lands and prairies, wild places, rivers 
and streams. As we bring our offerings to you, we ask that you bless them 
so that your kingdom comes on Earth as it is in heaven; in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 13 

 

The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing: 
 
SANCTUS 

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: 
you we praise and glorify, you we worship and adore. 
  
You formed the earth from chaos; 
you encircled the globe with air; 
you created fire for warmth and light; 
you nourish the lands with water. 
You molded us in your image, 
and with mercy higher than the mountains, 
with grace deeper than the seas, 
you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own. 
  
That also we, estranged and dying, 
might be adopted to live in your Spirit, 
you called to us through the life and death of Jesus. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Together as the body of Christ, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

With this bread and cup we remember your Son, 
the first-born of your new creation. 
We remember his life lived for others, 
and his death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. 
We await his coming, 
when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom, 
all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, 
send upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit, 
whose breath revives us for life, 
whose fire rouses us to love. 
Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. 
Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, 
that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
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Holy and benevolent God, 
receive our praise and petitions, 
as Jesus received the cry of the needy, 
and fill us with your blessing, 
until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, 
we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: 
through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus comes to us in bread from the earth and fruit from the vine - come take your place 
at the table of God's creation!  
Thanks be to God! 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. 
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Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' 
invitation.  The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence 
with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn 
together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's 
coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
 
The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored, and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays. The Common Cup is available for anyone who wishes. 
Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is 
available, please indicate to the server that you require this. Also, if you unable to 
come up to the altar, let the usher know so that pastor can bring communion to you. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION MUSIC  ACS #947 Source & Sovereign, Rock and Cloud 
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ELW #737 He Comes to Us as One Unknown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God, you never give up on us or any part of your creation, no matter how 
broken things may seem. Jesus was broken on the cross, and in the 
resurrection the Risen Lord encounters us with new life. Send us, who have 
received his body and blood, as signs of your redeeming power - restoring our 
relationship with all of Creation and uniting us with the risen life of 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world. 
 
BENEDICTION 
Almighty God, who breathes life into you and all living things,  
who heals all the world, 
and who sustains all Creation,  
give you peace and purpose,  
in the name of the Father, and the + Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.  
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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SENDING HYMN  ELW #881 Let All Things Now Living 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Care for Creation. 
Thanks be to God! 
     
POSTLUDE      Toccata in Seven    Rutter 
     
           

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one 
another and share in fellowship. 
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Worship Leaders 
 
 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.    

Acolyte    Shawn Longacre Magdalena Gibson-Even 
      

Lector     Phil Hahn  Phil Hahn 
      

Prayer Assistant   Sue McPherson Becky Fry 
  

Communion Assistants  Erin Schmidgall Holly Knauff 
     Chris Schmidgall Phil Hahn   
 
 

Ushers     Irene Adams  Jeff Peiffer 
 
    

Sound/Light    Lance Nolting  Tony Reinhold 
   

Video/Livestream         - - - - - - -   Gibson-Even Family 
   
 

Pastors     Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
     Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
 

Director of Music Ministries  Brian Bartusch 
 
Communion Baker   Candace Jacques  
 
Cover Art by Ruthie Ridley 
 

 

September Altar Gifts 
   

Holy Communion Ken & Cheryl Watson ~ In Memory of Betty Watson 
 
 Jorunn & Bill Scheiderick ~ In Honor of their 21st wedding     
        anniversary 
  
Altar Candles Lois & Michael Felten ~ In Memory of Catherine and  
       Betty Bauer 
 
 Ken & Cheryl Watson ~ In Memory of Evelyn Whitaker 
    
Eternal Lamp  Ken & Cheryl Watson ~ In Memory of Kim Henry  
 
 
 



 23 

 

COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of September 3 

 
 
September 9 
Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Colombia, died 1654 
Born into Spanish nobility, Claver became a Jesuit missionary, and served in present-
day Colombia. His ministry was focused on the enslaved people who arrived there. He 
gave them food and medicine, learned their dialects, and taught them Christianity. 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Benin, Ivory Coast, Togo. 
  
We are thankful for: 

• the beauty, natural resources, wildlife and different cultures in these countries 

• the produce that small farmers continue to grow amid environmental and other 
hardships 

• the spiritual vitality and growth of the churches and how they are cooperating with 
each other and those of other faiths and practices 

• the relative peace and stability that prevails after long years of civil war and political 
struggle. 

  
We pray for: 

• more democratic governments that are free of corruption and that prioritize what the 
people most need 

• those working to alleviate the poverty, illiteracy and hunger that so many in these 
countries still experience 

• churches faithfully bringing the gospel to, and serving, all people with greater 
respect for how those of other faiths express their spirituality 

• emotional and physical healing, and restoring hope in people who are victims of 
conflict, disease and human rights abuses 
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In 2023, the Season of Creation draws on the image of a Mighty River 

 
The prophet Isaiah proclaims: “Listen carefully, I am about to do a new thing, 
now it will spring forth; will you not be aware of it? I will even put a road in the 
wilderness, rivers in the desert.” (Isaiah 43: 19) Biodiversity is being lost at a 
rate not seen since the last mass extinction. The futures of young people are 
threatened by the cascading impacts of the loss of biodiversity and a changing 
climate.  
 
The urgency grows and we must make visible peace with Earth and on Earth, at 
the same time that justice calls us to repentance and a change of attitude and 
actions. As we join the river of justice and peace with others then hope is created 
instead of despair.  

 
 

 


