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YOU ARE WELCOME HERE! 
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a 
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red hymnals 
(“ELW”) in the seats in front on you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, the yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is 
for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary 
during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
 

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar 
rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored, and Grape 
Juice is dark; they are received via individual cups in the trays. The Common Cup is available for anyone 
who wishes. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is 
available, please indicate to the server that you require this. Also, if you unable to come up to the altar, let 
the usher know so that pastor can bring communion to you. 
 

COVID Procedure Update  
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship.  Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout 
the service, you are of course welcome to do so.  Masks are not required for singing but suggested.   

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

   
PRELUDE               Fugue in G                   J.S. Bach  
        
WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, 
or if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the backside 
of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for Communion: 
light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/cracker/tortilla and a cup 
for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Come, worship the God of all Creation.  
We gather to praise the Creator, the continuous source of   
all living things.  
Come, worship our God who breathes life into being.  
We praise the Creator who fashions the forests, whose   
trees clean the air of this world.  
Come, worship our God who forms life out of soil.  
We praise the Creator whose land brings nourishment.  
Come, worship our God who receives our lament in the  wilderness.  
We praise the Creator whose Son brings healing to all Creation.  
Come, worship our God who sends waters flowing with life.  
We praise the Creator whose baptism unites us to be one   
in the Body of Christ with all Creation.  

 
CONFESSION  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who so loves the world and all who live in it. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God, one another, and all of creation. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection.  

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Reconciling God,  
we harm ourselves, one another, and your creation with our sin and selfishness. We 
treat others and all of nature as if they exist only to serve our wants and needs. We 
trample your people and your wild places, and pollute your waters. Forgive us, 
loving God. Remind us of the covenant you made with the whole Earth, and teach 
us to trust your promise to make all things new. Amen.  
 
Christ, who was buried into the soil of the Earth and raised up to new life, + forgives 
you all your sin. Freed from your burdens, the Holy Spirit equips you to join God’s 
healing work in the world.  
Amen.  
 
GATHERING HYMN ELW #864   Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Merciful God, you made the wilderness teeming with living creatures, thriving plants, 
and spacious habitats. Free us from our destructive ambitions. Stir us to respect and 
protect your wild places, caring for all that you have made, through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 

WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level 
and voice, which may vary from the printed texts. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children come forward for a time together. 
 
READING: Joel 1: 1-12, 17-20 
The prophet Joel urges the people to lament the destruction of the land, to be awake to the plight that is 
upon them. Joel calls to Israel and to us today to mourn the destruction of the Earth. 

 
1The word of the LORD that came to Joel son of Pethuel: 
 
 2Hear this, O elders, 
 give ear, all inhabitants of the land! 
 Has such a thing happened in your days, 
 or in the days of your ancestors? 
 3Tell your children of it, 
 and let your children tell their children, 
 and their children another generation. 
 
 4What the cutting locust left, 
 the swarming locust has eaten. 
 What the swarming locust left, 
 the hopping locust has eaten, 
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 and what the hopping locust left, 
 the destroying locust has eaten. 
 5Wake up, you drunkards, and weep; 
 and wail, all you wine-drinkers, 
 over the sweet wine, 
 for it is cut off from your mouth. 
 6For a nation has invaded my land, 
 powerful and innumerable; 
 its teeth are lions' teeth, 
 and it has the fangs of a lioness. 
 7It has laid waste my vines, 
 and splintered my fig trees; 
 it has stripped off their bark and thrown it down; 
 their branches have turned white. 
 
 8Lament like a virgin dressed in sackcloth 
 for the husband of her youth. 
 9The grain offering and the drink offering are cut off 
 from the house of the LORD. 
 The priests mourn, 
 the ministers of the LORD. 
 10The fields are devastated, 
 the ground mourns; 
 for the grain is destroyed, 
 the wine dries up, 
 the oil fails. 
 
 11Be dismayed, you farmers, 
 wail, you vinedressers, 
 over the wheat and the barley; 
 for the crops of the field are ruined. 
 12The vine withers, 
 the fig tree droops. 
 Pomegranate, palm, and apple — 
 all the trees of the field are dried up; 
 surely, joy withers away 
 among the people. 
 
 17The seed shrivels under the clods, 
 the storehouses are desolate; 
 the granaries are ruined 
 because the grain has failed. 
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 18How the animals groan! 
 The herds of cattle wander about 
 because there is no pasture for them; 
 even the flocks of sheep are dazed. 
 
 19To you, O LORD, I cry. 
 For fire has devoured 
 the pastures of the wilderness, 
 and flames have burned 
 all the trees of the field. 
 20Even the wild animals cry to you 
 because the watercourses are dried up, 
 and fire has devoured 
 the pastures of the wilderness. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 RESPONSIVE PSALM 65: 1-13 
 1Praise is due to you, 
 O God, in Zion; 
 and to you shall vows be performed, 
 2O you who answer prayer! 
 To you all flesh shall come. 
 3When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us, 
 you forgive our transgressions. 
 4Happy are those whom you choose and bring near 
 to live in your courts. 
 We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, 
 your holy temple. 
 5By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, 
 O God of our salvation; 
 you are the hope of all the ends of the earth 
 and of the farthest seas. 
 6By your strength you established the mountains; 
 you are girded with might. 
 7You silence the roaring of the seas, 
 the roaring of their waves, 
 the tumult of the peoples. 
 8Those who live at earth's farthest bounds are awed by your signs; 
 you make the gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy. 
 9You visit the earth and water it, 
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 you greatly enrich it; 
 the river of God is full of water; 
 you provide the people with grain, 
 for so you have prepared it. 
 10You water its furrows abundantly, 
 settling its ridges, 
 softening it with showers, 
 and blessing its growth. 
 11You crown the year with your bounty; 
 your wagon tracks overflow with richness. 
 12The pastures of the wilderness overflow, 
 the hills gird themselves with joy, 
 13the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, 
 the valleys deck themselves with grain, 
 they shout and sing together for joy. 
 
READING: Romans 8: 18-27 
Creation and humanity each experience suffering as a result of sin. Yet, Paul proclaims, each wait with 
hope for a day of renewal and harmony with each other 

 
18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 
about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of 
the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by 
the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from 
its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We 
know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only 
the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while 
we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now 
hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what 
we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who 
searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 
the saints according to the will of God. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 3: 13-4:2 
Matthew shows us that Jesus is led by the Spirit into the wilderness. The Spirit continues to call us today into 
wilderness spaces. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John 
would have prevented him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?" 15But Jesus answered him, "Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to 
fulfill all righteousness." Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as 
he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven 
said, "This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased." 

1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He 
fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #704     When Pain of the World Surrounds Us 
The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
 

PRAYERS 
Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation, and 
the needs of our neighbors. 
A brief silence. 
We pray for the church. Bless the missions and ministries of diverse congregations, that they 
uplift the good news of salvation in ways that can be understood. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for creation. Tend to and protect the wild places of our world, using them to remind 
us that we are only a part of the vastness of your creation. Send rain to lands experiencing 
drought and healing to rivers clogged with pollution. Enrich the soil for trees and plants. 
Protect the crops needed to feed those who hunger. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for all who govern. Encourage those in positions of power to lead with empathy, 
practice forgiveness, and care for those who struggle. Continue to empower the churches of 
Argentina, Paraguay, and Uruguay to lead their nations and the global church into paths of 
justice, mercy, and care for creation. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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We pray for our neighbors who face illness of any kind. For those strained financially; for 
all living with chronic pain, mental illness, the disease of addiction, or otherwise afraid or 
in harm’s way. Protect all who cry out for mercy. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for this congregation. Open our hearts to practice intentional invitation. Help us to 
forgive each other, practice patience, and choose welcome over judgment. Move us to care 
for those in our community seeking refuge and safety. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We give thanks for the saints who died in faith. Like Hildegard of Bingen, Dag 
Hammarskjöld and Matthew, show us how to live faithfully, creatively, and lovingly in 
your church and world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our 
heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those 
in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with 
one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world 
through the participation and support of its members and guests.  
Because offerings are never just about us, this month we are sharing a 
portion of your gifts with Compass International Family Center, 
Valparaiso  http://compassIFC.org and 66th Synod Endowment Fund - 
“Lutherans for Black Lives”  https://www.facebook.com/66thSynod  
 
  If you wish to give electronically, browse to our secure on-line portal at            
clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
 
OFFERTORY (8:00 a.m.)             Allegro               Carvalho 
 
 

http://compassIFC.org
https://www.facebook.com/66thSynod
https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM (10:30 am): With a Voice of Singing            Shaw 
 
With a voice of singing declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia. Utter it even unto 
the ends of the earth. The Lord hath delivered his people, Alleluia. O be joyful in God, 
all ye lands, O sing praises to the honor of his name; make his praise to be glorious. 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

Loving Creator,  
all Creation comes from you – forests, lands and prairies, wild places, rivers 
and streams. As we bring our offerings to you, we ask that you bless them 
so that your kingdom comes on Earth as it is in heaven; in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing: 
 
SANCTUS 

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: 
you we praise and glorify, you we worship and adore. 
  
You formed the earth from chaos; 
you encircled the globe with air; 
you created fire for warmth and light; 
you nourish the lands with water. 
You molded us in your image, 
and with mercy higher than the mountains, 
with grace deeper than the seas, 
you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own. 
  
That also we, estranged and dying, 
might be adopted to live in your Spirit, 
you called to us through the life and death of Jesus. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Together as the body of Christ, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
With this bread and cup we remember your Son, 
the first-born of your new creation. 
We remember his life lived for others, 
and his death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. 
We await his coming, 
when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom, 
all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, 
send upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit, 
whose breath revives us for life, 
whose fire rouses us to love. 
Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. 
Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, 
that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
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Holy and benevolent God, 
receive our praise and petitions, 
as Jesus received the cry of the needy, 
and fill us with your blessing, 
until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, 
we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: 
through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus comes to us in bread from the earth and fruit from the vine - come take your place 
at the table of God's creation!  
Thanks be to God! 
 

The assembly is seated. 
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DISTRIBUTION 
 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' 
invitation.  The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence 
with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn 
together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's 
coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
 
The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored, and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays. The Common Cup is available for anyone who wishes. 
Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is 
available, please indicate to the server that you require this. Also, if you unable to 
come up to the altar, let the usher know so that pastor can bring communion to you. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION MUSIC  ELW #478 Father, We Thank You 
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ACS #1064 Earth is Full of Wit and Wisdom  
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God, you never give up on us or any part of your creation, no matter how 
broken things may seem. Jesus was broken on the cross, and in the 
resurrection the Risen Lord encounters us with new life. Send us, who have 
received his body and blood, as signs of your redeeming power - restoring our 
relationship with all of Creation and uniting us with the risen life of 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 
 

INVITATIONS 
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world. 
 
BENEDICTION 
Almighty God, who breathes life into you and all living things,  
who heals all the world, 
and who sustains all Creation,  
give you peace and purpose,  
in the name of the Father, and the + Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.  
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SENDING HYMN  ELW #879 For the Beauty of the Earth  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Care for Creation. 
Thanks be to God! 
     
POSTLUDE      Fanfare             Lemmens 

     
           

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one 
another and share in fellowship. 

      

Worship Leaders 
 
 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.    

Acolyte    Sam Venstrom  Noah DeJesus 
      

Lector     Chris Schmidgall Phil Hahn 
      

Prayer Assistant   Jorunn Scheiderich Phil Hahn 
  

Communion Assistants  Betty Luckett  Erin Crill 
     Linda Mapes  Audrey Crill 
   

Ushers        Jonathan Bull 
        Maya & Jay Bull  
    

Sound/Light    Lance Nolting  Tony Reinhold 
   

Video/Livestream         - - - - - - -   Ben Crill 
   
 

Pastors     Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
     Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
 

Director of Music Ministries  Brian Bartusch 
 
Worship Participants   Sanctuary Choir 
     Phil Hahn and Brett Furuness, duet 
 
Communion Baker   Marilyn McGawn  
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COMMEMORATIONS 

Week of September 17 
September 17 
Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, died 1179 
A mystic who was widely influential within the church, Hildegard advised and reproved kings 
and popes, wrote poems and hymns, and produced treatises in medicine, theology, and natural 
history. She was also a musician and artist. 
 
 September 18 
Dag Hammarskjöld, renewer of society, died 1961 
A Swedish diplomat, Hammarskjöld served as the second Secretary General of the United 
Nations until his death in a plane crash while trying to negotiate peace in present-day Zambia. 
His journal, published as Markings, revealed the depth of his Christian faith. 
 
September 21 
Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
Matthew (or Levi) was a tax collector in Capernaum for the Roman government. Tax collectors 
were frequently despised for dishonesty and for assisting the occupiers. Jesus nevertheless 
showed love for them, and chose Matthew to be a disciple. 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Argentina, Paraguay, and Uruguay. 

  
We are thankful for: 
• individuals, churches and other organizations who remain committed to seeking healing, 

justice and truth 
• the furthering of human rights and democratic institutions 
• the ways in which those of different faiths and ethnicities are working together for the 

common good and for the needs of people and creation 
• how churches, from out of what people are experiencing, have led global ecumenical work 

for an economy that serves life. 
  
We pray for: 
• greater respect for Indigenous people and greater acceptance of all peoples across bounds of 

ethnicity and religion 
• The protection of children from violence and abuse, and recognition of their rights and 

dignity 
• effective help and empowerment for those who live in poverty and other marginalizing 

situations 
• those who protect and care for the region’s threatened soil, forests, waters, glaciers 
• truth and justice in continuing investigations to find those responsible for crimes against 

humanity, and continued healing for those affected 
• economic development that benefits all and effectively addresses the systemic factors that 

impede it. 
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In 2023, the Season of Creation draws on the image of a Mighty River 

 
The prophet Isaiah proclaims: “Listen carefully, I am about to do a new thing, 
now it will spring forth; will you not be aware of it? I will even put a road in the 
wilderness, rivers in the desert.” (Isaiah 43: 19) Biodiversity is being lost at a 
rate not seen since the last mass extinction. The futures of young people are 
threatened by the cascading impacts of the loss of biodiversity and a changing 
climate.  
 
The urgency grows and we must make visible peace with Earth and on Earth, at 
the same time that justice calls us to repentance and a change of attitude and 
actions. As we join the river of justice and peace with others then hope is created 
instead of despair.  

 
 

 


