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YOU ARE WELCOME HERE!

At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us.

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red hymnals
(“ELW?”) in the seats in front on you.

If you have a prayer request, the yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is
for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary
during the service.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH!

God’s people come in all shapes and sizes — it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are
present! Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a
growing faith in a child’s life. There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back
of the sanctuary as needed. Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in
worship is multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110.

RESTROOMS

Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway,
past the Welcome Center.

HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation. The body and
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because
of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the
fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world. All
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar

the usher know so that pastor can bring communion to you.

COVID Procedure Update
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship. Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout
the service, you are of course welcome to do so. Masks are not required for singing but suggested.

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news. If you have concerns, please speak to
a church staff member.

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entranceto the
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance.

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services.




In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of Israel, the
prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured out
in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we
are nourished with wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his
resurrection.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
PRELUDE Aria Manz
WELCOME

If you are joining us for the first time, welcome! We’d love to meet you,

(vou can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow
Connection Card in the pew holders.

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the backside
of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher.

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for Communion:
light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/cracker/tortilla and a cup
Jfor wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is sufficient in one or both elements).

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be God,
the one who forms us,

*+ Jesus who bears the cross,

the Spirit who makes our joy complete.

Amen.

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.


https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice,
yet we fail to follow you.

We are overwhelmed

by the world’s violence and suffering.
We are afraid to risk what we have

for the sake of others.

For the harm we have caused,

known and unknown, forgive us.

For the unjust demands we place on others
and your creation, forgive us.

For the ways we turn away

from you and our neighbor, forgive us.
Lead us back to you

and set us on the right path;

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.
God’s compassion is beyond compare.

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.

In & Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Children: This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
God of peace,

sending your word

vulnerable to a violent world:

take from us the closed fist of death;
reveal to us the open arms of love
that we might stumble and fall into your hands,

through Jesus Christ, our victim and our saviour.

Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.
When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level
and voice, which may vary from the printed texts.

CHILDREN’S TIME

The assembly is seated as children come forward for a time together.

READING: Isaiah 5: 1-7

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and Israel. In this song
Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has
brought forth “wild grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were

expected.

'Let me sing for my beloved

my love-song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard

on a very fertile hill.

“He dug it and cleared it of stones,

and planted it with choice vines;

he built a watchtower in the midst of it,
and hewed out a wine vat in it;

he expected it to yield grapes,

but it yielded wild grapes.

“And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,

judge between me

and my vineyard.

“What more was there to do for my vineyard
that I have not done in it?

When I expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield wild grapes?

°And now I will tell you



what I will do to my vineyard.

I will remove its hedge,

and it shall be devoured;

I will break down its wall,

and it shall be trampled down.

°I will make it a waste;

it shall not be pruned or hoed,

and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
I will also command the clouds

that they rain no rain upon it.

"For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,

and the people of Judah

are his pleasant planting;

he expected justice,

but saw bloodshed;

righteousness,

but heard a cry!

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




PSALM 80: 7-15
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be
chanted alternately by the leader and the people.

Refrain
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Look down from heav’n, O God; be - hold and tend this vine.

Psalm Tone
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Restore us, O | God of hosts;
let your face shine uPon us, and we | shall be saved.
*You have brought a vine ' out of E%ypt;
you cast out the nations and ' planted it.
*You cleared the ' ground for it;
it took root and | filled the land.
'"“The mountains were covered ' by its shadow
and the towering cedar trees ! by its boughs. R
"You stretched out its tendrils | to the sea
and its branches | to the river.
“Why have you broken | down its wall,
so that all who pass by pluck ! off its grapes?
BThe wild boar of the forest has | rava%ed it,
and the beasts of the field have ' grazed upon it.
“Turn now, O ! God of hosts,
look ' down from heaven;
Bbehold and ! tend this vine;
preserve what your right ' hand has planted. R



READING: Philippians 3: 4b-14

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison to the right
relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him
to press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ.

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: “circumcised on the
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; “as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless.

"Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. “More
than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ “and be found in him, not having a righteousness
of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the
righteousness from God based on faith. '’T want to know Christ and the power of his
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, ''if
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

""Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on
to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. '"Beloved, I do not
consider that [ have made it my own but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind
and straining forward to what lies ahead, "I press on toward the goal for the prize of the
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 21: 33-46

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans will,
ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

#Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence
around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and
went to another country. **When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the



tenants to collect his produce. *But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed
another, and stoned another. ”(’Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they
treated them in the same way. *'Finally he sent his son to them, saying, 'They will respect
my son.' **But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 'This is the heir; come,
let us kill him and get his inheritance.' *’So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard,
and killed him. *"Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
tenants?"
*'They said to him, "He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard
to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time."
“Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures:
"The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord's doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes'?
“Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a
people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. **The one who falls on this stone will be
broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls."

“*When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was
speaking about them. ‘“They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they
regarded him as a prophet.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon.
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #826 Thine the Amen
The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song.
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1 Thine the a - men thine the praise al - le - Ilu - ias an - gels raise
2 Thine the life e - ter - nal - ly thine the prom-ise let there be
3 Thine the tru - ly thine the yes thine the ta - ble we the guest
4 Thine the king-dom thine the prize thine the won-der full sur-prise
5 Thine the glo -1y in the night no more dy -ing on - ly light
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thine the ev - er - last-ing head thine the  break-ing of the bread
thine the vi - sion thine the tree all the earth on bend-ed knee
thine the mer-cy all from thee thine the glo -1y yet to be
thine the  ban-quet then the praise then the jJus - tice of thy ways
thine the riv - er thine the tree then the Lamb e - ter - nal - ly
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thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry thine the  har - vest then the cup
gone the nail-ing gone the rail -ing gone the  plead-ing gone the cry
then the ring-ing and the sing-ing then the end of all the war
thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry then the  wel-come to the Ileast
then the ho-1ly ho-ly ho-1ly cel -e - bra-tion ju - bi - lee
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thine the vine-yard then the cup is lift-ed wup  lift - ed up.
gone the sigh-ing gone the dy - ing what was loss  lift - ed  high.
thine the liv - ing thine the lov - ing ev - er- more ev - er - more.
then the won-der all in-creas-ing at thy feast at thy feast.
thine the splen-dor thine the bright-ness on - ly thee on - ly thee.

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: THINE, Carl E Schalk, b. 1929
Text and music © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

PRAYERS

Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

God of all grace, you are the source of life and joy. Strengthen the resolve of your church
throughout the world, especially our partners in the Lutheran World Federation and World
Council of Churches, that together we press on toward the goal of your heavenly call in
Jesus Christ. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of all creation, you plant and nourish the earth as your own precious vineyard. Bless
fields and orchards and the hands of those who labor in them, that your people are fed with
an abundant harvest of good fruit. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of all the earth, you desire peace and justice between nations and peoples. Guide
leaders of nations, states, provinces, and cities, that they faithfully govern your people with
wisdom, integrity, and compassion. Bless the churches, people, and lands of Costa Rica, El
Salvador, Nicaragua, and Panama, that peace justice might grow. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
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God of all compassion, in Christ, you lovingly poured yourself out like wine for your
people. Have mercy on all who mourn, who struggle with their mental health, who cry
out for justice, who hunger, and all in any need. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of all steadfastness, you set Christ as the cornerstone and foundation of the church.
Build up this congregation as living stones, that it stands in the community as a witness
to your enduring faithfulness and love. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of all hope, the saints who came before us lived and died with their hearts fixed on
you. We give you thanks for their faithful witness, and we wait with hope for the great
day when we join their voices in praise. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of
peace with one another: Peace be with you!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world
through the participation and support of its members and guests.
Because offerings are never just about us, this month we are sharing a
portion of your gifts with Lutheran World Relief www.lwr.org and
ELCA World Hunger/Disaster Response www.elca.org/hunger and
www.elca.org/disaster

If you wish to give electronically, browse to our secure on-line portal at
clevalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app).
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM (8:00 am) Set Me as a Seal Clausen

Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm, for love is strong as death.
Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it.
(Song of Songs 8: 6-7)

OFFERTORY (10:30 am) Basse de Trompette Dandrieu

OFFERING PRAYER
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.

God of power, God of plenty,
All things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, that all might be fed.
Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

14



The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing:

SANCTUS

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus

at the words "Blessed is the one.")
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LORD’S PRAYER
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us:
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live.
Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION

The assembly is seated.
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Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus'
invitation. The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence
with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection. Drawn
together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's
coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the
world. All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune:

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen (receive the bread)

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen (receive the cup)

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being

come up to the altar, let the usher know so that pastor can bring communion to you.

LAMB OF GOD
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world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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COMMUNION MUSIC ELW #595 Jesus Loves Me!

1 Je-sus loves me! this 1 know, for the Bi - ble tells me so;

2 Je-sus loves me! he who died  heav - en’s gates to o - pen wide;

3 Je-sus loves me! he will stay close be - side me all the way;
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he will wash a - way my sin, let his lit - tle child come in.
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Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt.
Music: JESUS LOVES ME, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868



ELW #729

The Church in Christ, in Every Age
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out re - serve, and spread his lib - er - at - ing word.
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: WAREHAM, William Knapp, 1698-1768
Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.




After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy
and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your
banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

INVITATIONS
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in
God'’s mission in the world.

BLESSING
The God of glory, *F Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in

you, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ACS #1000

God’s Work, Our Hands
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1 God’s work, our hands: work - ing to - geth - er

2 God’s work, our feet: trav-’ling to - geth - er,

3 God’s work, our voice: sing - ing to - geth - er

4 God is at work in  and a - round us:
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build - ing a fu - ture, re - pair - ing the world,

fol - low - ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,

prais - ing, pro - claim -ing to all who will hear,

seed - lings are sprout-ing and bread’s on  the rise!
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing new gar - dens,

walk - ing as friends, march - ing  for free - dom,

pray - ing  for peace, shout - ing  for jus - tice,

Washed and set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt-’ring the cold.

run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.

claim - ing God’s  love for the lost and the least.

gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,

Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your way,

Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,

Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your call,
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shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.

shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.

shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.

shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954

Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Children join the pastors to send us in mission



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one
another and share in fellowship.

If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee

J.S. Bach

Acolyte
Lector
Prayer Assistant

Communion Assistants

Ushers

Sound/Light

Video/Livestream
Pastors
Director of Music Ministries

Worship Participants

Communion Baker

Worship Leaders

8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.

Violet Furuness Valerie Hernes
Linda Mapes Doc Knauff
Paige Reichardt Grace Safrin
Betty Luckett Jacquie Chevalier

Darla Hernandez
Tim Sutherland
Don MacMillan
Tony Reinhold
------- Ben Crill

Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr.
Rev. Erica Gibson-Even

Brian Bartusch

Karen Hernes, cantor
Sanctuary Choir

Chrystal Hernes
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Ecumenical Praver Cycle

This week we pray for the churches and people of Costa Rica, El Salvador,
Nicaragua, and Panama.

We are thankful for:

» the natural beauty in this region

» the cultural and spiritual contributions made by the indigenous peoples living in these
countries

* church leaders and others who continue to struggle for justice, human rights and
dignity, and who work for reconciliation in these lands

* those who have turned away from violence and live with others in peace.

We pray for:

* children and youth who are traumatized by violence and flee to other lands

* an end to gang violence and drug trafficking

* more just distribution of wealth that enables the millions who have been excluded to
have access to a dignified life in these countries

* Christians to have the courage to live out the liberating gospel.

COMMEMORATIONS
Week of October 8

No Commemorations this week.

Stewardship Snippet

“Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a
people that produces the fruits of the kingdom.” — Matthew 21:43

Ouch! Jesus’ words point to the importance of bearing fruit. God promises an abundant
harvest with more than enough to share, but we must do our part to cultivate, nurture,
and bring to fullness all the bountiful gifts of God, both in our own lives and in the
Body of Christ.
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Solidarity in Rejection

People face rejection for all kinds of reasons: race, nationality, gender, native language,
political beliefs. Rejection is a painful experience that can wound the soul and crush the
ego. Anyone who has faced it for one reason or another knows the deep hurt of
rejection.

Jesus faced rejection. He faced people with power who rejected his teachings, his
ministry, his identity, and ultimately, his whole self. Even many of his followers had a
hard time accepting his teaching and walked away. Matthew tells us Jesus understood
his rejection in a significant way: “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that
the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is
amazing in our eyes’?” (Matthew 21:42).

Jesus saw that his rejection could be used for God’s purposes, shocking as it sounds.
The Rejected One becomes God’s means of transformation by turning that rejection into
an offer of mercy for all, even for those who rejected him. His rejection shows all who
face similar fates that even when all others abandon them, God claims them as beloved.
Jesus’ rejection becomes the opposite: God’s acceptance of us.

All who face rejection in this life can trust that Jesus lives in solidarity with them. They
can even come to see that God can use their pain and hurt to create something new.
Baptized, we live in an unbreakable covenant of acceptance. We are invited to the table
of inclusion. This doesn’t eliminate the pain or justify the rejection, but it does open up
new possibilities for healing and empowerment. Living as siblings of Christ the rejected
one, we come to have such bold faith, and it is amazing in our eyes.
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