Connection April 9, 2025

READINGS
Persian mystic, Rumi:

“Do not feel lonely, the entire universe is inside you. Stop acting so small. You are the
universe in ecstatic motion. Set your life on fire. Seek those who fan your flames.”

Brené Brown, “Why Experiencing Joy and Pain in a Group Is So Powerful:"

“Experiences [of collective effervescence] contribute to a life filled with less loneliness
and greater meaning, positive emotions, and social connection... Collective assembly
meets the primal human yearnings for shared social experiences. A collective assembly
can start to heal the wounds of a traumatized community. When we come together to
share authentic joy, hope, and pain, we melt the pervasive cynicism that often cloaks our
better human nature.”

Psalm 149:1-4

'Praise the LORD!

Sing to the LORD a new song,

his praise in the assembly of the faithful.

?Let Israel be glad in its Maker;

let the children of Zion rejoice in their King.
3Let them praise his name with dancing,

making melody to him with tambourine and lyre.
*For the LORD takes pleasure in his people;

he adorns the humble with victory.



HYMN ELW #532 Gather Us In
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1 Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
0y . [ ——— N
a1 T T 1 f - i i Y ]
T e s e —— — — . — - m—_ A —r—
ANV P | | | I 1) I e | 1
J hd L4 LB 4 L4

van - ished a - way;  see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - try,
bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a - new to be salt for the earth.
now is  the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us in, the lost and for -sak - en, gath-er us in, the
Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in and hold us for -ev - er, gath-er us in and
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blind and the lame; call to wus now, and we shall a - wak-en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meeck and so low - ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire . . of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL. 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

OFFERING (can be placed in the basket in the back of the sanctuary)



