
  

 

Connection                         April 9, 2025 
 
READINGS 
 
Persian mystic, Rumi:  
 
“Do not feel lonely, the entire universe is inside you. Stop acting so small. You are the 
universe in ecstatic motion. Set your life on fire. Seek those who fan your flames.” 
 
Brené Brown, “Why Experiencing Joy and Pain in a Group Is So Powerful:" 
 
“Experiences [of collective effervescence] contribute to a life filled with less loneliness 
and greater meaning, positive emotions, and social connection… Collective assembly 
meets the primal human yearnings for shared social experiences. A collective assembly 
can start to heal the wounds of a traumatized community. When we come together to 
share authentic joy, hope, and pain, we melt the pervasive cynicism that often cloaks our 
better human nature.” 
 
Psalm 149:1-4 
 1Praise the LORD! 
 Sing to the LORD a new song, 
 his praise in the assembly of the faithful. 
 2Let Israel be glad in its Maker; 
 let the children of Zion rejoice in their King. 
 3Let them praise his name with dancing, 
 making melody to him with tambourine and lyre. 
 4For the LORD takes pleasure in his people; 
 he adorns the humble with victory.  
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OFFERING (can be placed in the basket in the back of the sanctuary) 


